To: 
Interested Parties

From: 
United States Army Corps of Ingineers, US EPA Region 5, Purdue University, NIRPC
Re:
A Sediment Transport Model Training Workshop for the Burns Ditch and Trail Creek Watersheds

Date:
December 19, 2006

I am pleased to invite you (or your representative) to participate in an upcoming technical workshop designed to introduce a new tool that can be used to improve water quality in the Burns Ditch and Trail Creek Watersheds, scheduled for Tuesday, December 19, 2006 at the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) in Portage Indiana.

Representatives from the Michigan State University (MSU) Institute of Water Research and Purdue University’s Department of Agricultural and Biological Engineering will be leading introductory sessions on the principles and use of DW/L-THIA web-based models to quantify the impact of land management practices within the Burns Ditch and Trail Creek watersheds. 

Please bring a laptop computer configured for internet access for the hands-on training.

As tributaries to Federal navigation channels at Burns Waterway and Michigan City harbors on Lake Michigan, the Burns Ditch and Trail Creek watersheds were selected as a priority for the development of a sediment transport model under Section 516 (e) of the Water Resources Development Act of 1996. This provision calls for the Secretary of the Army to consult/coordinate with the Great Lakes states in developing “a tributary sediment transport model for each major river system or set of major river systems depositing sediment into a Great Lakes federally authorized commercial harbor, channel maintenance project site, or Area of Concern identified under the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement.” MSU, Purdue University, NIRPC and the Great Lakes Commission are providing technical and administrative support to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on this important initiative. For more information on the Great Lakes Tributary Modeling Program, please visit www.glc.org/tributary.
The purpose of this local technical workshop is to provide an opportunity for community stakeholders and interested parties to learn how to use the modeling tool that has been developed for the Burns Ditch and Trail Creek watersheds. By using model outputs to evaluate various land use scenarios, this tool can assist local land managers and decisionmakers in improving water quality by minimizing erosion and sedimentation problems in the watersheds. This workshop marks the end of the Burns Ditch and Trail Creek modeling effort and will serve to transfer the technological tools and knowledge back to the watershed communities for its continued use.
The workshop will run from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm CST on December 19th. NIRPC is located at 6100 Southport Road in Portage Indiana. Feel free to share this letter and workshop information with other parties that you feel may be interested in participating in this technical workshop. There is no registration fee for the workshop. Lunch will be provided.

Please confirm your attendance by contacting Laura Kaminski at the Great Lakes Commission by phone at 734-971-9135 or email at laurak@glc.org no later than Friday, December 15th.

We look forward to seeing you or your representative on December 19th.
