Environmental Management Policy Committee

August 2, 2007 – 9:00 a.m. – NIRPC Conference Room, Portage, IN 

Meeting Minutes

MEMBERS/GUESTS

Mark Reshkin, Mike Molnar, Rob Guetzloff, Steve West, Dave Behrens, Betty Lou Nault, Charlotte Read, Tom Anderson, Jennifer Gadzala, Jenny Orsburn, Dorreen Carey, Linda Wilson, Casey Sullivan, Kay Nelson, John Ross, Dale Engquist, Hala Kuss, Doug Bley, David Goldfarb, Danielle Barnett, Dan Plath, Lee Botts, Francyne Mixon, Kathy Luther, Mayor Oberlie, Kevin Breitzke, John Swanson, Jody Melton, Kyle Nelson. 

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
Chairman Oberlie called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of the EMPC Minutes of June 7, 2007 Meeting
The June 7, 2007 Minutes were approved by Tom Anderson and seconded by Betty Lou Nault; motion approved.

Air Quality Steering Committee Renewal
Environmental Management Director Kathy Luther
Kathy Luther reviewed the previous air quality sub - committee member list and asked the committee if they wanted to start over with a new sign-up list or start by convening this group.  

Kathy stated the reason to start meeting again is based on Commissioner Tom Easterly’s presentation to the Executive Board on where we are currently with the petition for ozone re-designation that was approved for LaPorte County. Lake and Porter Counties are still somewhat up in the air due to the exceedance at the waiting monitor in June.  So, based on that, we are still not re-designated for Lake and Porter Counties.  New rules have been mentioned, the type that we should be aware of. Charlotte Read stated the EMPC is interested in what the LaPorte County petition for re-designation involves and how he justifies the petition for attainment.  Also, there are some problems with the petition of ozone based on the California decision to put us back into severe non-attainment and the fact that Illinois is opposing our petition to re-designate Lake and Porter Counties as attainment for ozone. Questions and Answers concluded.
Mayor Oberlie stated the course of action is, unless we hear from someone that does not want to serve on the air quality sub-committee, we will provide the notices to re-convene the committee.  The list is open for membership, so if other members want to join, please contact Kathy.
Progress Report: EMPC 2007 Objectives
Environmental Management Director Kathy Luther
Statutory or Regulatory Responsibilities

· Kathy stated the EMPC will try to review performance measures at every meeting. 
· The air quality conformity was approved at the June Executive Board meeting.  
· Regarding the point source (208) water quality management agency, Deputy Assistant Commissioner of Water, Martha Clark and I will meet today and this is one of the topics that will be discussed.  
· Kathy stated the air quality public education programs have been going strong. We promoted air quality public education at the Porter County Fair and at the Hammond Wolf Lake Fair, primarily promoted the MS4 Community Partnerships. At the Lake County Fair, we will promote air quality public education and MS4 Community Partnerships.  
Ongoing Tasks and Committed Work Objectives
· Executive Director John Swanson stated the Marquette Plan – Phase II is proceeding and in June NIRPC had five town hall meetings in: Michigan City, Long Beach, Beverly Shores, Portage, and Porter County. NIRPC is proceeding with a stakeholder’s meeting/ review around public input for September.  We are on track for early 2008 to bring the plan to the NIRPC Commission for consideration. The next Marquette Phase II/Porter County Corridor working group meeting is August 7th at NIRPC.
· The MS4 Stormwater Management public education: We have attended the Gary Air Show, Cedar Lake Festival, and Schererville Festival. We are doing a lot of public outreach and we are moving forward with more projects.  
· Openlands (4r2) will have a presentation on Greenways, Blueways, and Trails at the EMPC meeting in September.
Measurement of Effectiveness or Activity

Kathy stated she is working on the table of committee attendance and will talk more with Meg Haller of the Quality of Life Council about the environmental indicators.
Mayor Oberlie asked if everyone still agreed with the relevance of the tasks and items that we have set for our priorities and does anyone have any issues with the goals that we should always reassure that we are heading in the right direction.  Kathy was asked what NIRPC point source (208) water quality management agency is and Dan explained some of the relevant issues regarding it.  Questions and Answers concluded.
OLC Indicators
Quality of Life Council Director Meg Haller
Ms. Haller stated the Quality of Life Council is working with various groups including NIRPC to try to synchronize the performance measurements that the EMPC is using. Please review the packet I have provided showing where we are with the environmental indicators; most of them have been updated. This is our current list of measurements that gives us an indication of the environment. The last section is the land area and those have not been updated, but we are working on it. If anyone has any feedback on the facts that I sent out, e-mail me.  Kathy stated if there are a group of people who want to be included in this discussion to e-mail her.  
IDEM Northwest Regional Office New Staffing Update
Hala Kuss, Dan Plath, Danielle Barnett

IDEM Director Hala Kuss of the northwest regional office introduced Danielle Barnett and Dan Plath, who has filled two new positions. The new Beach Grant Coordinator is Danielle Barnett and the new RAP/LAMP Coordinator is Dan Plath.  Danielle and Dan gave summaries of their work background and highlights of what they are currently working on and will come back to the EMPC to give a full presentation of what is going on with the Beach /RAP/LAMP program.  Questions and Answers concluded. 
Presentation: Wildlife Habitat Council’s Corporate Lands for 

Learning Program

· Daniel Goldfarb – Overview - Corporate Lands for Learning
· Dave Behrens – U.S. Steel Gary Works Projects

· Laura Downey – Lilly Tippecanoe Labs Project
· Questions and Answers

Daniel Goldfarb gave an overview of Corporate Lands for Learning, a certification program of the Wildlife Habitat Council. The CLL program promotes the sustainability of the habitat, conservation movement, and corporation. (Corporate role in conservation of natural resources) The overview continued with: what are the advantages of a CLL partnership, who benefits when you establish CLL, and how do I get started?  For more information on CLL, contact Wildlife Habitat Council’s Education & Outreach Program Director at CLL@wildlifehc.org
Dave Behrens – U.S. Steel Gary Works overviewed the U. S. Steel Wildlife Habitat Area Restoration and Environmental Education presentation.  Discussion topics were: wildlife habitat area, (20 acre wildlife habitat site located on the east end of the Gary works property adjacent to the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.) activities to enhance and restore habitat, environmental educational activities and collaborative groups.  Restoration and Environmental Education are the main focus at the site. The education activities’ groups are Girl Scouts, Boys Scouts and the Indiana Dunes Environmental Learning Center. Statistics for the site and CLL certification were explained. Questions and Answers concluded.
Lilly Tippecanoe Labs Projects
Public Affairs Administrator Laura Downey
The Lilly Wildlife Habitat Recreation Area presentation began with an overview of the Tippecanoe Wildlife Habitat Area history and facts.  
Statistics:  1991
· Total acreage - 2

· Focus on native prairie restoration

· No support facilities

· Annual maintenance budget $500

· Labor force 100% volunteer

· Partners – none

· Visitors annually - none

     2007

· Total acreage – 300

· Focused on native prairie & wildflower restoration, 

Wetlands, reforestation, and butterfly garden
· Facilities include 3 miles of walking trails, overlook, picnic area,

irrigation and shelter house

· Annual maintenance budget $12,000

· Labor force – volunteer and contracted

· Partners – 6 departments, Purdue Hardwood Tree

Improvement Center, Partners in Education, Nature



Conservancy & others –

· Visitors in 2006 – 3,000
Partners who have been engaged in the habitat with the employees:
· Indiana Native Plants and Wildflower Society

· Nature Conservancy

· Purdue Agronomy Club

· Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts

· 4-H
Ms. Downey stated the focus is on four types of ecosystems: prairie, forest, wetlands, and Wea Creek; developing and improving on what is already there are priority. Outside of the 300 acres, there are a thousand acres of other lands that are on our plant site.  Purdue has decided to use our land to do hardwood tree’s research, so they have planted various spots of hardwood trees and they maintain those trees for fifteen years.  After the fifteen years, the trees are returned to the wildlife habitat.  
Education: Field trips, Mintonye Elementary Field Day and Prairie Outreach: Prairies of Yesterday were discussed. 

Wildlife: Butterfly Count in partnership with Purdue University and Bluebird Monitoring are special projects that are done with the public and employees during the summer of each year.
Research Partnerships:  Purdue Forestry, Purdue Entomology and Purdue Agronomy. 
Future Plans:  Promote Wildlife Habitat, Increase Outreach, Shelter House, (a new addition to the wildlife) and enhance the wetlands area.  The site is open to the public. Questions and Answers concluded.

Announcements
· Dale Engquist announced the national campaign Leave No Child Inside.   Chicago Wilderness is participating in the national campaign and is launching a regional campaign of Leave No Child Inside. NIRPC is a member of Chicago Wilderness and I am proposing that NIRPC support the Leave No Child Inside awareness campaign and respond to the resolution of support at the next EMPC meeting.
· Jennifer Gadzala announced that the MS4 Community Partnerships through NIRPC is currently in the process of conducting phone surveys to address people’s knowledge and thoughts on stormwater management issues.  
· Jenny Orsburn announced the Lake Michigan Coastal Grants program will be opening its RAP for 2008 funding August 8th; it will be open for a month.  We will be accepting pre-proposals and we will have everything posted to our web-site.
· Mike Molnar announced September 8th is the start of Coast Week 2007, which runs through September 16th. The website will be updated for calendar of events.  Sullivan Tall Ship Tour in Michigan City at Trail Creek for pre-public sales and sign-ups will begin the end of next week or early the following week.
· Casey Sullivan announced the Putting Trees to Work 2007 Grant awarded to    IDNR; grant deadline: September 30, 2007, award announcement: October 30, 2007 and tentative start date: January 2, 2008. For more information contact: Pam Louks, CUF Coordinator at plouks@dnr.in.gov
· Tom Anderson announced the Indiana Air Pollution Control Board will meet Wednesday, September 5th at 1:00 p.m. at NIRPC.  
· Kathy announced IDEM office of water is having a meeting at NIRPC today at 1:00 p.m. to talk about the status of anti-degradation rule making.  
· Kevin Breitzke announced that Mayor Oberlie is taking over the appointment by the Governor to the Coastal Advisory Board.   
Public Comment
None
The next EMPC meeting will be September 6, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. in the NIRPC Conference Room.

Meeting adjourned.
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