Environmental Management Policy Committee
October 4, 2007 – 9:00 a.m. – NIRPC Conference Room, Portage, IN 

Meeting Minutes

MEMBERS/GUESTS

June Calens, Chuck Oberlie, Charlie Cate, Tom Anderson, Charlotte Read, Lee Botts, Erin Crofton, Dorreen Carey, Carl Lisek, Mark Reshkin, Letty Zepeda, Halla Kuss, Susan MiHalo, Casey Sullivan, Leslie Dorworth, Asher Harris, Mark Strimbu, Dave Behrens, Doug Bley, Jody Melton, Kevin Breitzke, John Ross, Daniel Goldfarb, Francyne Mixon, Kathy Luther, Dan Gardner, Bill Brown, Mitch Barloga, Kyle Nelson, Amanda Peregrine, Shannan LeFever. 

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Oberlie called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of the EMPC Minutes of September 6, 2007 Meeting

The September 6, 2007 Minutes were approved by Kevin Breitzke and seconded by Tom Anderson; motion carried.

Performance Measures and QLC Indicators
Environmental Management Director Kathy Luther

Kathy stated in the annual plan for this committee, one of our goals in measurement of effectiveness or activity is to work with the Quality of Life Council to develop meaningful environmental indicators for northwest Indiana.  We will be gathering the data to update some of these indicators from the 2003 Quality of Life Council report in the environmental section.  

Kathy continued with an overview of the draft handout leaking underground storage tank status, unresolved underground storage tank leaks for 2003 and active leaking underground storage tanks for 2003 and 2007. IDEM website is www.in.gov/idem/programs/land/lust/datacover.html and it is updated regularly. Co-chair Kevin Breitzke indicated  Mayor Morris wanted the committee to review the items listed on the buff colored pages in our meeting packet before the end of the year and come to a consensus of what kind of successes or failures we’ve had so we can move on with the committee.  Also, Mayor Morris and I (Kevin) have been working on a dashboard of indicators, a graphic representation not limited to the underground storage tanks. 
Openlands’ Blueways and Greenways Plan Update
Transportation Planner Mitch Barloga

Mitch overviewed the Northwest Indiana Regional Greenways & Blueways Plan beginning with the background, general findings, benefits of greenways, types of greenways and regional blueways and implementation. Continuing with an introduction of the greenways eight, consisting of local & county governments, private property owners, farmers, corporate property owners; land trust & advocacy groups, linear corridor owners (NIPSCO, pipelines), land developers; federal & state agencies, institutions of education (IUN, PUC, Ivy Tech), assistance smorgasbord and come together (several matrices linking assistance sources to greenways eight).
The Greenways & Blueways Northwest Indiana Regional Plan Open Houses are October 29 – November 16, 2007. EMPC recommendation is December 6 and NIRPC Commission adoption is December 13, 2007.  Plan distribution and website launch is January 2008. 

EPA Proposed New Ozone Standards
Environmental Management Director Kathy Luther

Kathy explained the presentation is about rule changes to air quality standards and not about changes to the air in Northwest Indiana and continued with an update on the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).
The Clean Air Act requires EPA to set two types of National Ambient Air Quality Standards for common air pollutants: primary standards to protect public health, including the health of sensitive populations such as asthmatics, children, and the elderly with an adequate margin of safety and secondary standards to protect public welfare, including protection against visibility impairment and damage to animals, crops, vegetation and buildings.  EPA is required to review and revise if appropriate each NAAQS on a 5-year cycle with input from the Clean Air Act Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC).  
The Ozone NAAQS proposed rule was signed June 20, 2007.  The public comment period is July 11-October 9, 2007 and the final rule to be signed by March 12, 2008.  The EPA last revised the ozone air quality standards in 1997 establishing an 8-hr. ozone standard of 0.08 parts per million (ppm).  
The EPA’s CASAC concluded there was no scientific justification for retaining the current standard and needs to be substantially reduced. The CASAC recommends that the current primary 03 NAAQS be revised and that the level that should be considered is 0.060 to 0.070 ppm. The current 8-hour ozone standard of 0.08 ppm (effectively 0.084 ppm when following the EPA’s rounding policy) is not adequate to protect the public health.  The EPA proposes that a standard set within the range of 0.070 to 0.075 ppm would be adequate to protect public health with a margin of safety.  
The EPA indicates the current 8-hour ozone standard may not be suitable to protect vegetation, for example, crops and trees. The CASAC has recommended a specific cumulative index form called the W126 that would extend over the entire growing season to capture biological impact. The CASC recommended a standard level of 7-21 ppm – hours. The EPA has proposed two alternatives for revising the secondary ozone standard.  The first is  W126, a seasonal standard (on a 12-hr daily period basis and on a seasonal period consisting of the three months with the maximum W126 index value) designed specifically to cumulate ozone exposures and give more weight to higher concentrations.. The second option would be to revise the secondary standard so that it is identical to the proposed primary 8-hour standard..  
Mark Strimbu stated the basic message is the standards are going to be set to attempt to protect the health (primary standard) and welfare (secondary standard).  Depending on the level and form chosen for the new standards it may not be possible to reach attainment. There is an actual statement in the proposal in which the EPA acknowledges they don’t think there is any technology that will get all the areas into attainment especially if the standards are set at the very low levels. A tightening of the standard and subsequent designation of non-attainment brings all the excess baggage with it that we have been talking about for years.
Charlotte Read stated she is proposing that this committee support lowering the ozone standard to protect public health.  We should convince EPA to adopt the low standard for ozone and then proceed.  Chairman Oberlie stated the difficulty is the information was brought forward for informational purposes. This committee could only advise the board of directors of NIRPC, which would not meet in time to file such a recommendation, so the objective was to have the membership have a discussion so that everybody was informed so they could go back to their individual constituencies and perhaps do something, but the objective was not for us to do something.   Discussion concluded.
Announcements
· Kathy announced the Little Calumet River Awareness Day on Saturday, October 13, 2007 from 12:00 noon – 4:00 p.m. at Indiana University Northwest – North Parking Lot.
· Halla Kuss introduced Letty Zepeda as the new Partners for Clean Air Coordinator and 
      Asbestos Inspector. In addition, she will handle all of the open burning complaints.
· Carl Lisek announced that Congressman Donnelly will host an Energy Summit and South Shore Clean Cities will be talking about alternative fuels on October 19, 2007at   Michigan City Library. The Bio-Fuels Conference with the state energy office that was scheduled for October 18, 2007 has been postponed. We are planning on giving a webinar before the end of the year and this webinar will be concentrating on a new law or new senate bill that comes into effect by January 1, 2008 for governmental entities who utilize E85.  South Shore Clean Cities was nominated and will receive an air award for the Midwest Clean Diesel initiative and the award will be given on Thursday, October 11, 2007. We will receive another award through the SmartWay National program on behalf and LaPorte County with a public service announcement on Kicking the Idling Habit  “how we can reduce idling” or “how we can produce idling reductions”.
· Charlie Cate announced that Michigan City took its first load of B11 bio diesel fuel. So we have converted all of our large trucks and off the road equipment to run on bio diesel.
· Leslie Dorworth announced public seminars second Wednesday of every month. Bob McCormick will be here from Purdue West Lafayette to talk about land use planning on October 10, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. at the center.
· Susan MiHalo announced that Save the Dunes is having its annual meeting and open house this Sunday from 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the Barker Center in Michigan City. Also, her term as president of Save the Dunes Council will be up and Debbie Chubb will be taking that position.   
· Kathy announced a stakeholder meeting about the Little Cal on October 11, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. at the Gary Sanitary District.  MS4 Lawn Care Workshop on October 23, 2007 at the Lake County Extension building at 6:00 p.m. and another one on October 30th - 7:00 p.m. at NIRPC.   

Public Comment

None

Adjournment

The next meeting is November 1, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room.

Meeting adjourned.
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