Environmental Management Policy Committee
November 1, 2007 – 9:00 a.m. – NIRPC Conference Room, Portage, IN 

Meeting Minutes
MEMBERS/GUESTS

Dan Tompkins, Mark Reshkin, June Calens, Lee Botts, Erin Crofton, C.M. Bartholomew, Tom Anderson, Ellen Szarletta, Walt Breitinger, Betty Lou Nault, Mike Molnar, Letty Zepeda, Jenny Orsburn, Joe Exl, Susan MiHalo, Tom Keilman, Natalie Grimmer, Dan Sajkowski, Charlie Cate, Charlotte Read, Dave Behrens, Jennifer Gadzala, Mark Strimbu, Kay Nelson, Doug Bley, Dale Engquist, John Swanson, Kathy Luther, Francyne Mixon, Mayor Chuck Oberlie, Kevin Breitzke, Dan Gardner, Stan Searls.
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Oberlie called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of the EMPC Minutes of October 4, 2007 Meeting
The October 4, 2007 Minutes were approved by Tom Anderson and seconded by Charlie Cate; motion carried.

Performance Measures and QLC Indicators – Kathy Luther
Kathy explained the Water Quality Indicators’ 2003 Quality of Life Report, which consist of the 303 (d) lists of impaired water bodies created by the Indiana Department of Environmental Management.  Kathy continued with the breakdown of water body, county, perameters of concern for 2003 and parameters of concern for 2006 that can be updated to become new data. In addition, impaired water bodies for Lake, Porter, and LaPorte Counties, showing impairment and % of stream miles impaired were reviewed. Discussion concluded.
Status of GLI NPDES Permit Backlog – Hala Kuss
Hala Kuss, IDEM, Northwest Regional Office Director explained the update status of the NPDES Permit Renewals. Specific points reviewed:  October of 2005, there were a total of 263 administratively extended NPDES permits.  67 of the 263 administratively extended NPDES permits were for major dischargers; 196 of the 263 administratively extended NPDES permits were for minor dischargers. 13 of the 263 permits continue to be administratively extended.  As of October 2007, there are a total of 33 NPDES permits that are not current, for example, permits that are administratively extended or have lapsed.  

In August 2007, Indiana received a Gold Award from U.S. EPA Water Permits Division, due in part to Indiana having achieved the status of having at least 90% of all of its NPDES permits current.  Discussion concluded.

Beach User Survey – Ellen Szarletta
Ellen Szarletta, IUN Northwest, School of Public Environmental Affairs presented Examination of Existing and Alternative Notification Systems for Beaches in Northwest Indiana, focusing on the Beach Program and the public notification of aspects of the program.
The public notification focused on:  The background on the Beach Act of 2000, focus of the study, does the existing sign/flag warning system impact beachgoer choices, and what changes can/should be made to improve the effectiveness in communicating beach water quality risks; survey research, summer of 2007 warning sign survey and warning flag survey; beach locations: Lake, Porter, LaPorte Counties, beach warning sign survey, alternative flag warning system, modifications to the design.
Dunes State Park preliminary data results: 85 respondents and Whihala Beach, Whiting, IN preliminary data results: 91 respondents; Washington Park, Michigan City preliminary data results: 179 respondents. 
SUMMARY:  Awareness of signage is limited on both warning sign and flag warning beaches.  Research indicates important demographic variables are age, risk aversion and education.  Additional research will lead to policy recommendations.  Questions, Answers and Discussion concluded.  
Great Lakes Compact – Proposed Implementation – Ron McAhron – IDNR

Water Resources Development Act of 1986

Introduction: Ron McAhron stated the focus is to try to put together a plan for the management of the water resource in this important basin. This is 20% of the three fourth supplies in the world and it is at the core of the economic basin of this region.  We are trying to retain the authority in this region for the management of water and to work together with the seven other states in two provinces to accomplish this.  We are committed to using similar programs for the in-basin use and all of us using the same standards to review versions and importantly, we are lacking in detail scientific information and we all recognize this.  We have said that the surface water divide and the ground water divide are the same for purposes of implementing this.
Presentation Review:  Interstate Compact – characteristics, next steps – issues – resources (goals), Great Lakes Agreements (key elements of agreement and compact diversions), Indiana Communities Straddling Great Lakes Basin Boundary, Agreement (key elements of agreement and compact conservation and efficiency); Indiana Code (IC 14-25-7 Enacted 1983), key implementation issues, baseline 4.12.2, permit threshold 4.10; permit threshold proposal, evaluation of impacts 4.11.2, evaluation of impacts proposal, modification of standard 3.1, standard modification proposal, status and next steps. Questions, Answers and Discussion concluded.
Resolution - Discussion of Changes and Motion- EMPC
Resolution of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission Supporting the Indiana Adoption of the Great Lakes Compact and Implementation Legislation

A motion by Co-Chair Kevin Breitzke to forward this Resolution to the NIRPC Commission with the modification of changing ratify in the first paragraph, second page to adopt  and the last paragraph, second page ratification to adoption, seconded by Kay Nelson; motion approved.
Tom Anderson made a move  to  recommend a  request, that we have a  Legislation Hearing in Northwest Indiana and seconded by Charlotte Read; motion approved.
BP – Press Release – Whiting Refinery Manager Dan Sajkowski

Summary: BP America Inc. has submitted a permit application to the Indiana Department of Environmental Management in which the company is proposing to lower air emissions limits for the company’s Whiting Refinery after completion of a $3.8 billion modernization that will equip the refinery to process more Canadian heavy crude oil and increase motor fuel production by about 1.7 million gallons a day.  
Under the permit application submitted to IDEM, regulated air emissions at the refinery will be held to more stringent limits than the refinery is currently allowed. The application proposes individual limits on almost all air emissions sources including those not currently subject to emission limitations.  In addition to the modernization project, the permit application also accounts for all expected changes in emissions at the refinery from ongoing upgrades and maintenance through 2011.

The proposed stricter air permit limits follow a five-year trend of measurable decreases in air emissions from the Whiting Refinery.  Criteria pollutants in 2006 were 68% lower than those in 2001 and these emissions will decrease an additional 7% by 2011.  

The overall regulated air emissions are estimated to decrease the refinery by about 7% from 8,952 tons of actual regulated emissions in 2006 to 8,332 tons per year when the Canadian Heavy Oil Project is completed in 2011.  Questions, Answers and Discussion concluded.

Announcements
· NIRPC Executive Director John Swanson announced the Sensible Tools Handbook for Indiana workshop on Saturday, November 17, 2007 from 8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at NIRPC.  There is a $15.00 charge to attend and receive a hard copy of the Handbook.  There will be Public Open Houses for review and comment on the Preliminary Draft of the NW Indiana Regional Greenways & Blueways Plan.  Each Open House will be from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Please review your handout for locations, or contact Mitch Barloga at NIRPC. In Evansville, the Indiana MPO Council awarded NIRPC the Outstanding Project Year Award.  The public review for the Marquette Plan Phase II Draft will be going for public hearing on Tuesday, November 27th at the Porter County Visitors Bureau at 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Wednesday, November 28th  at the Michigan City Senior Center from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
· Mike Molnar announced the Dunes Creek Day Lighting Projects won the Governors Award for Environmental Excellence.  On October 31st, we had the release of the Vulcan Cedar Lake, Lake Michigan Watershed Signs Contest.  
· Tom Anderson announced that on December 7, 2007, Dr Jerry Wilhelm will be at the Barker Center for the Restoration Workshop. November 13th at Salt Creek at 3:00 p.m. at the Government Center. 
Public Comment

None

Adjournment
The next EMPC meeting will be December 6, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room. Meeting adjourned.
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