Environmental Management Policy Committee

December 6, 2007 – 9:00 a.m.  – NIRPC Conference Room, Portage, IN 

Meeting Minutes
MEMBERS/GUESTS

Casey Sullivan, Susan MiHalo, Erin Crofton, Hala Kuss, John Fekete, Dale Egquist, Mayor Oberlie, Charlie Cate, Tom Anderson, Mike Molnar, Dave Behrens, Mark Reshkin, Mark Strimbu, Jenny Orsburn, Cathy Csatari, Danielle Barnett, Gitte Laasby, Christine Livingston, Letty Zepeda, Mordanna Soto, Kathryn Kintele, Linda Wilson, Charlotte Read, Lee Botts, Dorreen Carey, M. J. 
 Aylesworth, Ben Bolton, Kathy Luther, Francyne Mixon, Dan Gardner, Kyle Nelson, Mayor Leigh Morris, Bill Brown, John Swanson.
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
Chairman Oberlie called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of the EMPC Minutes of November 1, 2007 Meeting

The November 1, 2007 Minutes were approved by Tom Anderson and seconded by Charlie Cate; motion carried.
EMPC Annual Report

Environmental Director Kathy Luther
Kathy discussed the 2007 Indicators’ Committee Attendance and Participation and the 2007 Task Assignment for the EMPC and following up on the reports, the Environmental Management Policy Committee generated the 2007 Annual Report of what the EMPC and the Environmental Department has accomplished.  This report will be presented to the NIRPC Executive Board on December 13, 2007.  Please contact Kathy if you have additional input so she can update the report for next year.  
NIRPC Commission Chairman Leigh Morris expressed appreciation to this committee for the work that they have done this year.  The EMPC record of accomplishments detailed in your end of the year report will be indicative of the fact that we are beginning to measure what it is we want to accomplish and hold ourselves accountable for trying to reach those objectives, and I think it has been a very good commitment.
Northwest Indiana Regional Greenway and Blueways Plan

Summary of Changes from Draft:
Mitch Barloga

Action: Recommendation to Adopt 
The Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission partnered with the Openlands Project has received a grant from the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley foundation to create the Northwest Indiana Regional Greenways and Blueways Plan, which includes GIS mapping of natural resources in northwest Indiana, wetlands, riparian corridors, floodplain areas, hydric soils, trail corridors, and parks.  The Greenways and Blueways Plan identifies opportunities for additional greenway and water trails. 
Public Open Houses took place in mid-November in Lake, Porter & LaPorte Counties.   Once adopted, the plan will be prepared for public distribution, which will include a large map with the plan’s executive summary by February of 2008.  Discussion concluded.
Mayor Oberlie presented a motion to the EMPC to adopt Resolution 07-23, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Greenways and Blueways Plan, recommending it for consideration of the Executive Board on December 13, 2007, approved by Dale Engquist and seconded by Tom Anderson; motion carried.

Presentations:
Indiana NPDES Permitting Process Overview
IDEM – Northwest Regional Office Director Hala Kuss

The NPDES Permit Program was overviewed, beginning with the Establishment of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Program (NPDES), and continuing with state primacy, scope of the NPDES program, definitions; individual permits, general permits, major components of a permit, permitting process and improvements resulting from the implementation of the NPDES program.  

Improvements resulting from the implementation of the NPDES program:  
According to EPA, the NPDES program has led to dramatic water quality improvements throughout the Nation.  It is estimated that two-thirds of our waters are fishable and swimmable. Since the implementation of the NPDES program, the amount of soil lost due to erosion caused by various activities has been reduced by one billion tons annually and the number of people served by wastewater treatment plants has more than doubled to one hundred seventy-three million people. IDEM’s website is www.idem.in.gov for permit applications and more information. Questions, Answers and Discussion concluded.
Public Participation in the Permitting Process

Tom Anderson, Save the Dunes Council
The Clean Water Network is a coalition of more than 1,000 public interest organizations across the country working to strengthen and implement federal clean water and wetlands policy.  Save the Dunes Council has been an active member of the network for over 10 years.  More information about the Clean Water Network can be found at www.cleanwaternetwork.org
The federal Clean Water Act, under Section 402, regulates water pollution from point sources through water pollution permits. These permits are officially known as National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits (NPDES permits).  Agencies, elected officials and even some citizens say the Clean Water Act has taken care of point source discharges.  Many big problems were addressed by basic treatment requirements in the Act.  If we don’t keep a watchful eye on point source discharges, violations will be missed and uses of the water will be threatened.  Examples of point sources of pollution range from sewage treatment plants to factories, large-scale factory farms and urban storm drain systems.
Water pollution permits are essentially a contract between dischargers and the permitting authority, usually the state.  Required by the Clean Water Act, NPDES permits were originally intended to eliminate pollution from the nation’s waters by the mid-1980s.  It is the goal of the Clean Water Act that the permits slowly ratchet down the levels of pollution released to the nation’s waters until all water pollution is eliminated.  Permits are required for all point sources of pollution.  Permits are good for up to five years.  The discharger must apply for renewal before the permit expires.  At the time of renewal the discharger’s performance is re-evaluated and the permit conditions may be altered.  
To get more involved: On Tuesday, December 11, 2007, there will be an opportunity for the public to comment on the draft U.S. Steel permit, basically as a result of EPA objections.  It will be from 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  and from 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p. m. at the Indiana University Northwest, Savannah Auditorium.  They will be open for specifics of this permit.  A hearing for the 303 (d) List will be on January 3, 2008 at NIRPC in the Conference Room at 1:30 p.m.
Mayor Oberlie opened the floor for discussion and stated that the discussion will be centered on what role NIRPC will have in this process.  
NIRPC Commission Chairman Leigh Morris stated that NIRPC’s critical role in environmental management practices is to bring it into harmony with economic development and transportation planning. These are three areas for which NIRPC has statutory responsibility in Northwestern Indiana.  I believe that there is no better place than NIRPC for us to deal with this issue.  How do you balance the interests and needs for environmental management practices with economic development and transportation planning?  It can only happen at NIRPC.  I think you are moving in the right direction.  Questions, Answers and Discussion concluded.
Announcements
· Kathy announced an Air Quality Steering Committee meeting is scheduled on December 12, 2007, 1:30 p.m.  at NIRPC. IDEM will be presenting an overview of QAQC summer ozone season and the 2.5 redesignate petition.    
· Kay Nelson announced Senator Bev Gard’s Senate Bill 45, which is the document that is going to put forward the implementation of the language for the Great Lakes St. Lawrence River Basin Conference. The first committee hearing will be Monday, December 17, 2007 at 12:00 p.m.  Portage time and 1:00 p.m. Indianapolis time.  Senator Gard will take testimony from interested parties with regard to the language. Also, Bob Simmons is having surgery on December 7, 2007.
· Dorreen Carey announced the Quality of Life Council is meeting at Purdue North Central on Friday, December 7, 2007 on Climate Change and there are buses arranged to transport people.  
· Kathy announced that she has received a small grant from the Legacy Foundation to conduct some public outreach education forums on topics of public access and private property rights in the coastal area, right on the shoreline.  
· Executive Director John Swanson announced Greenways and Blueways Plan was funded through the Gaylord & Dorothy Donnelly Foundation with a $200.000 grant.  The Donnelly grant was matched with the Coastal grant and we also had that contributing to a need for the 50% match for the Marquette Plan.   
· Feedback: At last month’s EMPC meeting the Resolution of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission to Support the Indiana Adoption of the Great Lakes Compact and Implementation Legislation was approved.  
· At the December 13, 2007 Executive Board meeting, the Commission supported the adoption by the General Assembly the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Sustainable Water Resources Agreement and the concurrent adoption of appropriate implementing legislation, as proposed in the conceptual framework presented by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources. At the next meeting, hopefully, NIRPC will be on board to support again entering into the Great Lakes Compact, encouraging Indiana to support full participation as well.
Public Comment

None
      Adjournment
          The next EMPC meeting will be January 3, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room.  

           Meeting adjourned.
