Environmental Management Policy Committee
May 3, 2007 – 9:00 a.m. – NIRPC Conference Room, Portage, IN 

Meeting Minutes
MEMBERS/GUESTS

June Calen, Dan Tompkins, Charlie Cate, Tom Anderson, Ben Bolton, Mark Reshkin, Susan MiHalo, Dorreen Carey, Jenny Orsburn, Conni Clay, Danielle Barnett, Bob Schaefer, Dave Behrens, Betty Lou Nault, Jennifer Gadzala, Mike Molnar, Hala Kuss, Charlotte Read, Doug Bley, Jeff Hughes, Linda Wilson, Michael Potter, Matt Cook, Patricia Morris, Mark Strimbu, B. Scott Henry, Kevin Breitzke, Mayor Chuck Oberlie, Jody Melton, Dan Gardner, Francyne Mixon, Mary Beth Wiseman, John Swanson, Bill Brown, Rob Guetzloff, Joan Bliss.
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
Chairman Oberlie called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of EMPC Minutes of April 5, 2007 Meeting 
The April 5, 2007 Minutes were approved by Kevin Breitzke and seconded by Susan MiHalo; motion carried.
Brief Review of EMPC 2007 Objectives, Performance Measures
Chairman Oberlie, Dan Gardner, NIRPC Staff

Chairman Oberlie stated that in the packet is the review of the objectives and performance measures that were discussed and developed at our previous meeting.  It will be an ongoing dialogue that we will keep on the agenda on a regular basis. 
Mr. Gardner stated there was some discussion about working closely with the Quality of Life Council in the development of the indicators and performance measures.  We had a conversation with Ms. Meg Haller, the new Executive Director of the Quality of Life Council and her timeframe is to produce an updated document by the end of the year for the council. Ms. Haller is in agreement with the direction that this committee is going.  We will invite her to a future meeting to discuss how to proceed.  Discussion concluded.
Presentation Regarding Redesignation Status of 

Northwest Indiana for Ozone Attainment
· Scott Deloney – IDEM
· Remarks – Pat Morris vs. EPA

· NIRPC Conformity Status – Bill Brown

· Questions & Discussion
Presentation Summary: Scott Deloney, Office of Air Quality presented an update on re-designation of all three counties in the area for ozone under the 8-hour air quality standard, beginning with the ozone monitoring trends, three year design values for 2002-2006, 1996-2004 NOx and VOC Comparisons; (LaPorte County) 1996-2004 NOx and VOC Comparisons, (Lake and Porter Counties) and LaPorte County NOx and VOC.   
LaPorte County Ozone Re-designation submittal date - May 30, 2006.  The U. S. EPA proposed approval is April 18, 2007.  Comment period ends May 18, 2007.  Effective date, dependent on comment received – summer 2007; 2020 planning horizon and transportation conformity budget. 
Lake and Porter Counties Re-designation submittal date – September 2006. Anticipated proposed approval – any day. Anticipated effective date dependent on comment received, summer 2007; 2020 planning horizon, 2010 and 2020 transportation conformity budgets.

Re-designation for this area means re-designated to attainment and classified maintenance.  New source review permitting requirements alleviated; controls that lead to attainment remains in place.  If an unexpected re-violation of the standard occurs, warning and action level response triggers are in place.
A warning level response is prompted whenever an annual (1- year) fourth high monitored value of 88 ppb occurs in a single ozone season.  If it is determined through the warning level study that action is necessary to reverse the noted trend, the procedures for control selection and implementation outlined under action level response will be followed.  An action level response can be triggered in three ways: Prompted whenever a two (2) year average fourth high monitored value of 85 parts per billion (ppb) or greater occurs.  A violation of the standard (three-year average fourth high value of 85 ppb or greater) will also prompt an action level response.  In the event the action level is triggered and it is not found to be due to an exceptional event, IDEM in coordination with the community will determine additional control measures needed to assure future attainment of NAAQS for ozone.
The State of Indiana continues to work with neighboring states in developing State Implementation Plans for areas throughout the bi-state region that includes Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, and Ohio. We are continuing to evaluate measures that can be implemented on a regional scale in order for all areas within the upper mid-west to attain the standards.
The presentation continued with an overview of PM 2.5 monitoring trends, (three-year design value 2002-2006) * Only Lake and Porter Counties have been designated non-attainment for PM under the annual PM 2.5 standard, Lake and Porter PM PM 2.5   re-designation, partial non-attainment area re-designation request, 2005 base year, 2020 planning horizon and conformity budget; draft complete by July 2007, public notice/comment July/August 2007, final submittal – fall 2007, daily three year design values; concluding with an overview of the Northwest Indiana Idling and Retrofit Initiative and an overview of the amendments to the Inspection and Maintenance Rules in Lake and Porter Counties.  
Pat Morris, EPA, concurred with Scott’s presentation and stated that the Federal Register Notice for LaPorte is out for public comment and that comment period closes May 18, 2007.  The Federal Register Notice on Lake and Porter Counties will be coming out soon.  

Bill Brown overviewed Air Quality Conformity, beginning with Draft Maintenance Plans, which include the proposed Mobile Vehicle Emission Budgets (MVEB).  We currently have the 1-hour ozone air quality budgets in the State Implementation Plan for 2007 for Lake and Porter Counties. The budgets that are in effect are 12.37 tons per day for VOC emissions in Lake and Porter Counties and 63.33 tons per day for NOx emissions for Lake and Porter Counties. These proposed new budgets are much lower than the existing 1-hour ozone budgets.  Together, they will be what our plan will have to comply with once the re-designation and maintenance SIPS are in place.  
The transportation staff is in the process of preparing an amendment to the regional transportation plan to make it compliant with the transportation authorization legislation called SAFETEA-LU, that act has a lot of stipulations on what features the plan has to have; we are in the process to make sure that the plan has those features and the deadline is July 1, 2007. We are in the process of preparing an amendment that will bring the plan into alignment with the Major Moves and the State’s new long range transportation plan. Some projects are coming out of the plan and some projects are coming into the plan.
There will be a new conformity determination. This process is currently being done on the modeling of the proposed plan amendment. The goal is to have the emission’s analysis completed by Tuesday so that the Transportation Policy Committee can approve it to begin the 30 day public comment period before the Executive Board meeting in June. The analysis for the 2007 and 2010 has been completed. The model run for 2020 has been completed and currently, the modeling for 2030 is being run. The emission’s calculations work for 2020 and 2030 has to be completed but the tests so far show that we are passing for 2007 and 2010. Question & Discussion concluded the presentation.
Update Regarding NIRPC Environmental Staffing

Program Commitments – Dan Gardner

Mr. Gardner stated that this is a very timely presentation.  The Air Quality Steering Committee can re-convene to see how we can remain in compliance and strengthen our commitments to the air quality program.  NIRPC is a member of the Partners for Clean Air. The environmental program is going to be more aggressively pursuing some of these upcoming programs, not only for the MS4 but also for the air quality program.  We are also partners with South Shore Clean Cities. Carl Lisek is now a full-time employee.  We are anticipating with the ozone season coming, he will give a presentation at the June 7 EMPC meeting on some of their  initiatives that we are jointly working on; clean fuels, vehicle conversions and some of the truck stop electrification projects. We want to be on board so that not only our transportation plan is in conformity but all of the communities in economic development can go forward. 
Environmental Staffing: Mary Beth Wiseman will be leaving NIRPC with another opportunity, in terms of the MS4 Community Partnerships. The program commitments will remain and we are hoping to accelerate in certain areas.  Sarah Nerenberg has an hourly contract.  She was the director of natural resources for NIPC.  Ms. Nerenberg comes to us working in the water supply area.  She has conducted a very successful water supply summit at NIRPC and we will be working toward a second follow-up on that, as well as continued watershed planning in conjunction with 319 grants and sub-watershed implementation.  Sarah will be managing some of the programs as we get additional staff. 

Environmental Director: John Swanson, NIRPC Executive Director and I have conducted a series of interviews and we are in consensus and we will be making an offer to a very qualified and experienced person.  Two interns are authorized for this year. Alison Scribailo will be returning and we will be interviewing an additional intern who can assist in these areas.   Also, we will talk with the MS4 Community about the MS4 Educator.  We have offered our MS4 Educator program to a qualified young lady and we are hoping that she will accept.
Mr. Swanson commented on some of the activities that are underway or are about to be committed: NIRPC‘s relationship with the Department of Natural Resources and the meeting with the Director, Rob Carter and John Davies.  NIRPC has reached the final stages of executing the contract with the Marquette Plan Phase II. Another initiative underway is the Greenways and Water Trails Plan, which is being financed through a grant from the Donnelly Foundation in Chicago. We hope to be able to update a draft document for public review and comment within a month and a half, with an adoption schedule this fall.  NIRPC is also moving forward with other initiatives that we hope to be able to announce to the public shortly.
Announcements    
· Dorreen Carey on behalf of the MS4 Community Partnerships thanked Mary Beth for the excellent work that she has done. 
· Mary Beth commented on the Car Care 101 booklet, an air quality project that Alison 
Scribailo designed and put together last summer.  They will be distributed to the clean air car check program.  Booklets are available.  

· Mary Beth gave an update on the MS4 activities. The first gas can exchange was in Cedar Lake and Dan Gardner participated. The Household Hazardous Waste schedules for 2007 are available.  Make sure you turn in your old gas can and make sure you turn in your household hazardous waste.  Another project is the field guide for erosion control at construction sites; they are in print. We will have two-thousand laminated copies to distribute to the communities in the area and they will assist the public with identification of violations at the construction sites.  
· Dan Gardner stated that the EMPC committee congratulates Mary Beth for work well done.  
· The MS4 Community Partnerships will be meeting immediately after the EMPC meeting in the Green Packer Room.

· On June 12, NIRPC is partnering with some of its air quality outreach with an Asthma Awareness Day at the RailCats game.  Tickets are available.
· Dave Behrens stated that the goal for Asthma Awareness Day is to try to get the tickets to asthmatic youths.  U. S. Steel is sponsoring a home run derby before the game for asthmatic athletes. The Annual Household Hazardous Waste Day, Saturday, May 12, 2007. 

· Partner for Clean Air Breakfast is May 11, 2007 at 11:00 a.m. Please see Danielle Barnett if you are interested in attending. It will be hosted at the Midwest Training Center and IDEM Commissioner Tom Easterly will be the keynote speaker.

· Tom Anderson stated that the Trail Creek Plan update is at City Hall at 7:00 p.m. 
· Mike Molnar stated that two spots are left for project design and evaluation workshop on June 21, 25, 2007.
Public Comments
Charlotte Read commented on the car check program.  Mr. Easterly, IDEM Commissioner has been asked to have the air board here for final adoption.  There are things that will impact people with older cars that may not work well. We need the Lake and Porter Counties’ public to see what has been proposed since we are the only two counties’ affected by this rule.  
Scott Deloney stated that effective January 1, 2007 the program is under a new contract through the years 2010. (4 years) There have been a number of program changes that has gone into effect that has resulted in a significant savings to the State.  Now, we are on a re-imbursement agreement that is based on per vehicle tested, not per test but vehicle tested.  So, regardless of how many times a vehicle is tested, the State pays one fee for that vehicle being tested for the first time and that fee is $26 and that is 40% less than what we paid as of December 31, 2006.  The fee is recovered entirely out of the general fund so there is no charge to the customers.  Question and Discussion concluded.
Adjournment
The next EMPC meeting is June 7, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room.

Meeting adjourned.
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