Environmental Management Policy Committee
June 7, 2007 – 9:00 a.m. – NIRPC Conference Room, Portage, IN

Meeting Minutes

MEMBERS/GUESTS

Mark Reshkin, June Calen, Lorrie Lisek, Carl Lisek, Mark Happer, Dan Tompkins, Tom Anderson, Conni Clay, Ben Bolton, Dale Engquist, Susan MiHalo, Rodney Summerville, Dan Vicari, Melanie Kroczek, Charlotte Read, Charlie Cate, Dave Behrens, Kay Nelson, Doug Bley, Dorreen Carey, Joe Exl, Marge Hefner, Jennifer Kharchaf, Celina Weaham, Mark Strimbu, Rob Guetzloff, Kevin Breitzke, Bill Brown, Kathy Luther, Amanda Peregrine, Dan Gardner, Sarah Nerenberg, Alison Scribailo, Kyle Nelson, Francyne Mixon, Matt Lake.
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Breitzke called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Breitzke announced the new Environmental Director, Kathy Luther and her new staff, MS4 Manager, Sarah Nerenberg, MS4 Educator, Amanda Peregrine, and Interns, Alison Scribailo and Kyle Nelson.  Ms. Luther stated that she is excited about the opportunity of working with the committee and looks forward to moving along the agenda that the committee has set.
Approval of the EMPC Minutes of May 3, 2007 Meeting

The May 3, 2007 Minutes were approved by Dan Tompkins and seconded by Ben Bolton; motion carried.

IDEM Announcement of U.S. EPA Proposed Re-designation of Lake and Porter 

Counties as Ozone Air Attainment 
Dan Gardner – NIRPC 
Mr. Gardner commented on the re-designation notice from IDEM concerning the approval and promulgation of implementation plans and designation of areas for air quality planning purposes – Indiana; re-designation of Lake and Porter Counties to attainment of the 8-hour ozone standard and approval of base year emission inventories; proposed rule. 
Mr. Gardner stated we would like for someone from IDEM  to come to NIRPC to discuss what we need to do and what we can do, and we could re-convene the air quality committee to see where we are with the new standard and new maintenance plan.  This is a program for a future day. The comment period is open until July 2, 2007.   
Charlotte Read stated Tom Anderson was made acting chairman of the air board.  Also, it would be worthwhile to have a briefing on the changes to the inspection and maintenance program that are now ready for final adoption. Essentially, it would look at, just in Lake and Porter Counties, any kind of leaks of fluids from cars of a certain age, which has implications for water quality and probably implications for costs and labors involved in doing repairs.  Chairman Breitzke stated we have been in support of the I & M program, particularly if the State picks up the bill.  It is significant as far as meeting our program requirements, even if we get re-designated.  Also, Lake and Porter Counties’ re-designation is separate from LaPorte County and that comment period ended in May.  Tom Anderson stated the air board will be meeting at NIRPC on September 5, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. for the final adoption of the inspection rule.

Mark Strimbu stated that the comments that we are talking about are comments to the EPA and not comments to the State for this re-designation.  The State will still have to go through the rule making process to formally recognize that re-designation through the air board, once the EPA takes action.  It would be a separate opportunity to comment to the state rule making board on that issue. Mr. Breitzke thanked Mark for making the clarification.
Mr. Gardner stated NIRPC is conducting three transportation plan open houses in its updated long range transportation plan, including a new air conformity run.  Two have been conducted   and one is June 7 at Marquette Mall Community Room from 4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. in Michigan City.  
Air Quality Program Update 
Carl Lisek, South Shore Clean Cities – Program Update and U. S. EPA Speaker

Johnathan Nichols – EPA Smartway Program

Mr. Lisek reviewed a 30 second public service announcement for the local cable television and announced that on Tuesday, June 12, Partners for Clean Air are hosting an Asthma Awareness night at the Gary RailCats Stadium.  Tickets may be obtained from Dan Gardner.

Presentation Summary:   What is the Clean Cities Program?  This program has been around since 1996.  It is a voluntary program set up by the U. S. Department of Energy.  The goal of the program is to promote the creation of sustainable alternative fuels industry, and to support the public and private use of alternative fuels.   

Overview: We Keep Waiting for the World to Change.   In the U. S. Americans spend 18% of our average expenditures on transportation related costs. We spend an average of 5% more than we do on food.  In transportation alone, the U. S. uses 5 million more barrels of oil per day than we produce.  The U. S. sends over a billion dollars a week overseas for foreign oil.
Two – thirds of the U. S. population breathes air above safe emission levels, according to the Indiana American Lung Association.  An estimated 45 billion dollars is spent annually on health care in the U. S. as a result of air pollution.
E85 Stations in Indiana:  There are 18 retail stations in Lake, LaPorte, and Porter Counties; 88 E-85 operating stations in Indiana, and 19 of those are located in Lake, LaPorte and Porter Counties; our goals are to double that before the year’s end.  We have the largest retail in the State of Indiana that is selling E85, and that is Family Express.  The B20 pump is a bio-diesel pump and that’s at 20% bio-diesel and that is what we have been promoting in the State.  We have 10 retail stations in the State of Indiana. There are no bio-diesel retail pumps in northwest Indiana and we will be working on that. 

Success Stories: One of the projects that we have been working on with our state energy office is E85 and B20 for I-65 and beyond.  With the success of the Indiana program, we applied for a grant from the Department of Energy to replicate E85 bio-diesel usage from Gary, Indiana all the way down to the Gulf of Mexico.  By summer’s end, our portion of this program will be in tact.  Northwest Indiana will be the first part of the corridor project to complete this task.  

We have received a grant from IDEM to create a new website called Smartidle.com. This program is to teach people about IDEM, Idle reduction technologies, promoting the smartway program and working at our northwest Indiana truck stops.  Five truck stops have installed the idle air technology.  We are planning on doing a new national truck stop agreement with U. S. EPA.  Also, we have created a local clean vehicle buyers guide for 2007 & 2008 vehicles.  Please visit our website www.southshorecleancities.org & www.smartidle.com  for upcoming events.
EPA Smartway Program Summary: 
Johnathan Nichols, EPA, Region 5 Office - Chicago
Mr. Nichols overviewed diesel emissions, beginning with national regulatory programs for diesel engines, EPA clean diesel programs, mid-west clean diesel initiative.  Diesel emissions contribute to ozone particulate matter.  EPA has passed a series of rules to try to clean up diesel engines and reduce their emissions.  We have the clean diesel truck and bus rule, that’s the 2007 engine standard.   Basically reducing emissions around 90/95% and NOx emissions goes down in 2010.  We are talking about the 11 billion engines that we are expecting to be on the road because diesel engines are so durable and they last for a very long time, so we are really concerned with engines that are going to be out there for that duration.  
EPA has set-up a lot of national programs to target different sectors that are of concern.  Clean School Bus USA is one of our programs, which has a significant amount of grant funding.  Also, we are targeting ports, construction, and agriculture. 
In our Region 5, we launched the mid-west diesel initiative.  This is one of the collaboratives that is set-up under the national clean diesel campaign and specific to the mid-west.  We estimate that it is about 3.3 million of these legacy diesel engines that will be around for sometime.  Our target is to factor in 1 million of those engines by 2010, whether it is through idling ordinances or diesel retrofit.  We will do this through:  refuel, retrofitting, repair/rebuild, repower, and replace. In addition, retrofit options, diesel oxidation catalyst, and diesel particulate filter were overviewed.  
The Smartway Transport Partnership: This program is aimed at the freight sector.  Basically, freight carriers have summer roles; they want to reduce the fuel consumption, voluntary partnership with ground freight industry, opportunity for companies to enhance performance of freight operations & supply chains, emission reduction goals, 150 million barrels of oil each, 12 million cars off the road; 33-66 million metric tons CO2 annually by 2012 and 200,000 tons NOx annually, plus PM and air toxics reductions.
Overview Summary: Slides were presented on the following: freight carrier goals, EPA goals, and freight shipper goals; emission reduction goals, smartway transport partnership, who can partner with smartway transport, Indiana partners; what are the carriers doing, advanced truck stop electrification, direct-fired bunk heaters, auxiliary power units; trailer aerodynamics, smartway upgrade kits with oxidation catalysts, technology savings calculator, small business administration loan program; freight logistics environmental and energy tracking, freight logistics environmental and energy tracking performance model, graphical output, what are shippers doing, no-idling policies at loading facilities,  partnership benefits, smartway grow and go, U. S. EPA funding update; Energy Policy Act 2005, and other funding sources. Questions and Answers concluded.
Indiana General Assembly 2007 Session

Kay Nelson, NWI Forum – Environmental Director – Introduction
Vince Griffin, Indiana Chamber of Commerce

Kay Nelson introduced Mr. Vince Griffin, Vice President, Environmental & Energy Policy, and Indiana Chamber of Commerce, who will present the 2007 Legislative Environmental & Energy Review.
Presentation Review:  Mr. Griffin reviewed  the 2007 Legislative Session Stats beginning with legislative tip off January 8, 2007, final buzzer, May 1, 2007, 1400 bills filed; 400 switch houses, over 200 signed, 6,000,000  Hoosiers, 100 representatives, 60,000 constituents, 50 Senators, 120,000 constituents.
Legislature Chart was shown detailing the actual process where the bills enter the House or the Senate.  All finance bills have to start in the House.  There are 18 different places where a bill can be killed or adopted.
Legislation Overview:  House Bills of interest: HB 1017 Water Systems, HB 1192 Environmental Matters, HB 1722 Coal Gasification Credits and HB 1738 Water Resources.  
Senate Bills of Interest:  SB 101 Environmental Legal Action, SB 155 Ethanol USTs, SB 433 Remediation/Brownfields; (In HB 1192) SB 106 Alternative Fuel Technology, SB 154 Environmental Matters, SB 205 Environmental Law, and SB 286 Environmental Crimes.  

Bills that Died:  SB 206 Energy Facilities, SB 431 CAFOs; these bills died at the very end of the session, but should be watched for in the future; finally, SB 432 Environmental Fees bill, that was proposed by IDEM.  We were not supportive of the increase unless it met certain criteria. Discussion concluded.
Distribution of Model Wood Burning Boiler Ordinance/Resolution

Chairman Breitzke and Dan Gardner, NIRPC
Mr. Gardner discussed the status of the model wood burning ordinance.  We have collected some model resolutions of communities around the State.  We have a draft ordinance that is a boiler plate that you can do research, more particular to your own circumstance.  Evansville and Marion County have basically passed resolutions/ordinances banning them. So what we have is kind of a basis for research.  We have communicated drafts to communities that were interested.  At this point, we want to issue an advisory, so please don’t wait if you need to take action in your county or community, because that is an issue that has to have the proper touch of what’s appropriate for your county.  IDEM will become more engaged, but they are not there yet.  Chairman Breitzke stated additionally, some are nuisance’s related issues; the proximity.  There are four options or four different variances.  We do have copies of what the basic four are, but they don’t answer all of the questions.
Announcements

· Dan Gardner announced the MS4 Advisory Committee will meet on June 13 at NIRPC - 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
· Tom Anderson announced the Rain Garden Workshop at the Porter County Visitor Center on June 21.
· Chairman Breitzke announced the Watershed Coordinator’s meeting in Dunes State Park on Thursday, June 14 from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Lunch is $15.
· Women’s Initiative on June 22 at 9:45 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at the Radisson Hotel at Star Plaza – Merrillville, IN 
· Dan Gardner announced the start of the outreach and public meetings regarding Marquette Vision II from the Port of Indiana eastward and these are coming up June 14 – June 27, 2007 in local communities and it is also looking at the U. S. Corridor Study, which Porter County is looking to implement in terms of what’s compatible land use in good economic sustainable development.
· Kay Nelson announced on June 20-22 at the Radisson, the Indiana Water Resource Association will be having its meeting.  Mark Reshkin, Kay Nelson and Dan Gardner will be speakers and providing a bus tour.
· Chairman Breitzke announced the International Great Lakes Commission is meeting in Chicago June 7 – 8, 2007.  Lee Botts was recognized with the Great Lakes Commission Lifetime Achievement Award for her contributions on behalf of the Indiana dunes and the Great Lakes region.
· Dan Gardner stated Daniel Goldfarb is involved in the Eli Lilly Foundation project and a representative would like to come to NIRPC  to talk about what they are doing in Lafayette at the July EMPC meeting.
Public Comment

Charlotte Read commented on Idle Air.  When they were dealing with IDEM, they were planning to have NOx credits to sell.  Do those disappear now that they are going to be an attainment? Chairman Breitzke stated that is an interesting question and may be we can have an answer for you at the next meeting.  
Meeting adjourned.
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