Environmental Management Policy Committee
September 6, 2007 – 9:00 a.m. – NIRPC Conference Room, Portage, IN 

Meeting Minutes

MEMBERS/GUESTS

June Calens, Jeff Edstrom, Dorreen Carey, Mark Reshkin, Steve Millick, Tom Anderson, Erin Crofton, Steve Barker, Chuck Oberlie, Dan Plath, Charlie Cate, Charlotte Read, Betty Lou Nault, Susan MiHalo, Ben Bolton, Dave Behrens, Marge Hefner, Danielle Barnett, Joan Bliss, Mark Strimbu, Linda Wilson, Kay Nelson, Doug Bley, Jennifer Gadzala, Steve West, Kerry Keith, Kyle Nelson, Eman Ibrahim. Steve Strains, Mitch Barloga, Bill Brown, John Swanson, Shannan Lefever, Dan Gardner, Kathy Luther, Dan Goldfarb.
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Oberlie called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of the EMPC Minutes of August 2, 2007 Meeting

The August 2, 2007 Minutes were approved by Charlotte Read and seconded by Betty Lou Nault; motion carried.

Air Quality Steering Committee Renewal Status
Environmental Management Director Kathy Luther

Kathy stated that IDEM won’t have their summer season data finished in QA until November, so it will be a couple of months before they are on board.  Also, Charlotte Read, Mark Reshkin, and I are trying to coordinate a time to get together to plan what exactly the air quality steering committee will be doing, so we can meet with a purpose.
Tom Anderson stated the Indiana Air Pollution Control Board met on September 5th and toured an inspection maintenance facility in Griffith to look at how the inspection of maintenance vehicles is done.  An inspection maintenance rule was adopted and that rule is to improve a number of environmental conditions by looking at leaks from vehicles before the emissions’ inspection. This rule would only apply to Lake and Porter Counties; this rule was preliminary adopted. The Legislative Services Agency, the Indiana attorney general and the governor would still have to review the proposed rule before it could take effect. The other rule making was basically to update the emissions’ inventory for a number of sources for particulate matter.  The next Indiana Air Pollution Control Board meeting is October 3rd in Indianapolis.

Performance Measures and QLC Indicators

Environmental Management Director Kathy Luther

Kathy reported on measurement of effectiveness or activity, specifically, committee attendance, participation of environmental, business and government interests. She overviewed graphs and charts on EMPC attendance and percent of members covering November 2006 through November 2007, continuing with membership distribution of elected officials, NIRPC staff, citizen group/citizen; academic, state government; environmental group/activist, business/industry and local government. 
The procedure to become a member and the intent to upgrade the membership attendance and participation were discussed.  Tom Anderson remarked that Commissioner Easterly stated the EMPC is a good example in a model he wishes was duplicated around the state. Dan Gardner offered his perspective on the EMPC background and its purpose and its future direction as an environmental committee.  Charlotte Read suggested asking the members and attendees, if there are environmental issues they would like to see taken up that haven’t been taken up, for example, the wood boiler issue that a citizen brought to this committee  and is still trying to solve some of the issues that were presented.  Kathy remarked that is a good idea and that is the value of putting ideas on paper because it gives you ideas of where to go and also to sell ourselves because some people don’t know we are a diverse group and other people may not know that this dialogue is occurring.  Discussion concluded.
No Child Left Inside Initiative Resolution
Save the Dunes Executive Director Tom Anderson

Tom stated Dale Engquist presented the No Child Left Inside Campaign, (which is part of Chicago Wilderness and NIRPC is a member) at the August EMPC meeting.  I am representing Dale and I am making a motion to the EMPC to approve the Resolution of Support for the No Child Left Inside  Campaign, second Mark Reshkin; motion approved.

Sensible Tools Handbook 
Transportation Senior Planner Eman Ibrahim

Eman presented background on the handbook and stated its purpose is intended to serve as a reference source for public officials, professionals and citizens interested in applying principles of good planning and sensible growth in their communities.  She continued with the overview of the funding, Eric Kelly, consultant and the steering committee.

The presentation continued with an overview of how to use the handbook. Chapter I: Defining sensible growth, Chapter II: Planning for sensible growth. Chapter III: Making sensible decisions about growth.    Kathy stated DNR is making copies of the handbook for the coastal communities’ workshops that are going to take place during coast week.  Questions, Answers and Discussion concluded.
Executive Director John Swanson stated that one of the things that NIRPC will be dealing with in our next long range transportation plan is to place transportation within a larger frame work, interns of a more comprehensive plan with transportation land use, environmental, and economics elements to it.  We are doing a major rewrite amendment to the 2030 plan. Under the new transportation law, we now have four years to the next generation and the intent is to give it that larger perspective. So, you don’t just do a transportation plan for purposes of satisfying the requirements of public transportation law, you get a mobility plan  that addresses larger issues like quality of life and sustainability.   Discussion concluded.
Marquette Phase II Vision Update
J.J.R Consultants

Marquette Phase II includes 13 cities and towns in Porter and LaPorte counties from the Burns Waterway to the Michigan state line.

Gregg Calpino of JJR gave a summary of the process & schedule of the Marquette Phase II vision update, beginning with an overview of the project kick-off, inventory and analysis, stakeholder input & visioning, concept alternatives, draft plan, and final plan & summary poster.  
The current phase is two public meetings;  September 25th in the Porter County Convention, Recreation, and Visitors Bureau in Chesterton and September 26th in Michigan City at the Washington Park Senior Center; both for 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

With the second round of public meetings, NIRPC has received a progress report on the Porter County Corridor Study for U.S. 12 and 20, an integral part of the second phase of the plan to coordinate growth along Indiana’s 45-mile Lake Michigan shore line and open as much of it for public use as possible. The corridor study is in the middle of formulating concept alternatives based on the five public sessions in May and other meetings with stakeholders.
Executive Director John Swanson stated we are excited about what is being done to the first 20 miles of shoreline from the Illinois state line to the Port of Indiana.  As we have moved into the second phase of the project, we have been able to secure greater citizen input and good stakeholder input.  Literally hundreds of comments and suggestions have been synthesized into a set of goals and principles.  Scenarios based upon community development, environmental management, and economic development considerations will be presented at the September 25 & 26 meetings.  Discussion concluded.
Openlands’ Blueways and Greenways Plan Update

Transportation Planner Mitch Barloga

Mitch gave a brief update on the Blueways and Greenways planning document.  The original date of approval was suppose to be last July, but there were some delays based on the amount of feedback that we received from the stakeholders.  Over the last few months we have been trying to draft a document and we are still in the process of doing this.  We have approached the Donnelly Foundation and with their blessing, we are now looking at an approval date of December 13, 2007. 

The final planning document will be put together by AT, INC., a graphic and marketing design firm in Valparaiso and we will have a CD and DVD to go along with it, as well as a website creation for the Plan.
At the October 4th EMPC meeting, I will give a detail presentation with a logo and other graphic elements that we are trying to key in with what we are trying to do.  We hope to have this in its preliminary recommendation form next month.  Then it will go before the NIRPC Full Commission on October 18th where it will be released as a draft and at that point, it will be released to the public.  We will have open houses in late October and November and we hope to have this completed for the December 6th EMPC meeting and December 13th for final approval by the NIRPC Executive Board; this is the final schedule for the Plan. 
Announcements
· Kathy announced the Openlands and CNT Natural Connections: An Illustrated Guide to Green Infrastructure Mapping, an internet available mapping project of green infrastructure in Northwest Indiana and Chicago.  The booklets are available and the contents are on the website  at www.greenmapping.org          
· October 18th will be a state-wide Alternative Bio-Fuels Conference at the Radisson in Merrillville.  Carl Lisek, South Shore Clean Cities, will be getting more information out to you.
· John Swanson announced that INDOT Commissioner Karl Browning will be the speaker for the Full Commission meeting on September 20, 2007; he will speak on a number of topics. The meeting is at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room.    
· Tom Anderson announced the Clean Water Celebration as a part of Coast Week.  The celebration begins on Saturday, September 8, 2007 at the Marquette Park Lagoons from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  The Save the Dunes Council Brunch will be Sunday at 10:00 a.m. in Gary at Marquette Park.  
· Dan Gardner will be in Gary doing MS4 Outreach Education.
· Kay Nelson announced the Quality of Life Council quarterly meeting will be at Valparaiso University, Friday, October 7th.  On September 14th,   the Environmental Service Council will be meeting at the Michigan City Holiday Inn at 8:30 a.m.    
· Tom Anderson announced the Great Lakes Compact meeting on September 27th   from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the National Lakeshore Bailey Ranger Station. 
Public Comment

Susan Mihalo stated Michigan City has passed ordinances on the outdoor wood burner furnaces. The town of Ogden Dunes is looking at it and I was wondering if any other cities and towns are doing that.  Steve Millick stated Long Beach and Michiana Shores.  Mayor Oberlie stated LaPorte County adopted theirs.
Mark Strimbu asked if there were similar ordinances for preventing leaf burning in LaPorte.  Steve Millick stated we don’t have it all.  Mark stated that it is against state rules. Mayor Oberlie stated the ordinances are enforced randomly. Tom Anderson stated ordinances are one thing and enforcement is another, especially when you get leaf burning on the weekends, it’s hard to get enforcement.

Commissioner Ben Bolton stated we owe the city of Chicago and the State of Illinois a big thank you for challenging BP and their plan to increase the pollution in Lake Michigan. It’s resulted in the review of the technology that is available, apparently there is technology available and actually in use by other refineries, therefore, it is available to BP and this did not come out from any other reviews by the State of Indiana.  It should be pointed out that it is unacceptable to increase the pollution in our greatest natural resource in the area.   
Tom Anderson stated that Save the Dunes Council participated, commented and raised those issues during the entire process.  I think this committee is remiss on issues of this nature, because it is a public issue.
Commissioner Bolton stated he wanted to thank Mrs. Read, she was at the meeting when we met with Commissioner Easterly and she was the most forceful comment that came out of the meeting.  Mrs. Read stated she hates to see us backsliding. I think we need to take that stand on these issues if we are environmentalist and I assume that we are partly environmentalist.  Discussion concluded.
Adjournment

The next EMPC meeting will be October 4, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. in the NIRPC Conference Room.
Meeting adjourned.
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