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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

When you wash your car at home or on paved surfaces, dirty water can get into storm drains in our streets and pollute our local waterways. Practice good car care by taking your car to a car wash, washing it on your lawn instead of your driveway, and reducing the amount of soap used. Remember, only rain in the drain! For more tips on keeping the water clean in Northwest Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.

A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

With more than 600,000 vehicles in northwest Indiana, practicing good car care can help protect both our water and our air. Never dump used oil, antifreeze, or other fluids on the ground or down the storm drain. Instead, properly label and take it to your community's household hazardous waste collection day. Regular car maintenance reduces polluting emissions by half and protects our air. When you wash your car at home or on paved surfaces, dirty water can get into storm drains in our streets and pollute our drinking water sources. Practice good car care by taking your car to a car wash, washing it on your lawn instead of your driveway, and reducing the amount of soap used.  Remember, only rain in the drain! For more tips on keeping the water and air clean in Northwestern Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.
A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

Storm drains along our streets and yards empty directly into our lakes and rivers. When we fertilize our lawn we could also be fertilizing our lakes and rivers if excess fertilizer is carried with stormwater into storm drains. This can cause algae blooms that lead to fish kills, destroy wildlife habitat and recreational function, and create foul-tasting drinking water. Keep fertilizer out of storm drains by sweeping it back onto your lawn, or better yet use a no- or low-phosphorus fertilizer, or hire a lawn care service that follows these practices.  Remember, only rain in the drain! For more tips on keeping the water clean in northwest Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.

A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

Over 750,000 people depend on Lake Michigan and local groundwater for drinking water. Protect our water by keeping pollution out of storm drains. They lead directly into Lake Michigan and the groundwater. So never dump oil or dirty water down a storm drain. When pet waste is left behind, it can wash into storm drains and ditches.  From there, it heads straight into our local lakes and rivers, taking harmful bacteria along for the ride into our drinking water! So, whether on a walk or in your yard, pick up after your pet and throw it in the trash or flush it down the toilet. Remember, only rain in the drain! For more tips on keeping the water clean in northwest Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.

A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

When pet waste is left behind, it can wash into storm drains and ditches.  From there, it heads straight into our local lakes and rivers, taking harmful bacteria along for the ride into our drinking water sources! So, whether on a walk or in your yard, pick up after your pet and throw it in the trash or flush it down the toilet. Remember, only rain in the drain!  For more tips on keeping the water clean in northwest Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.

A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

Protect your kids, pets, and the environment from the harmful effects of herbicides and pesticides by choosing earth-friendly landscaping for your yard. Plants native to Indiana can better tolerate our climate, require less fertilizer and water, and are more disease resistant. For more tips on keeping the water clean in northwest Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.

A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

Water wisely. Lawns need about an inch of water per week. Use a rain gauge and water only when necessary, instead of on a fixed schedule. Use pesticides and herbicides sparingly, and follow label directions. Limit application of these chemicals to problem areas only, and try to choose the least toxic products. For more tips on keeping the water clean in northwest Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.

A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

Make your lawn healthier, cheaper and easier to maintain by mowing high ( three inches is recommended. Longer grass has deeper roots and requires less water. Let those grass clippings fall back on the lawn- consider a mulching mower. Those clippings contain valuable nutrients, so lawn fertilizing can be reduced by 25 percent or more. For more tips on keeping the water clean in northwest Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.

A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

Each of us uses 77 gallons of water every day. That’s a lot of water! How can we save water? Collect rainwater to water your lawn and garden, or even to wash your car. Direct downspouts toward your plants and green areas or collect water with rain barrels for use later- it’s free water, and it’s better for your plants than tap water! For directions on building a rain barrel and other tips on keeping the water clean in northwest Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.

A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

When we over-water our lawns, the excess water carries pollution into storm drains and ditches that lead directly to our rivers and lakes. Save water by adjusting your sprinklers to water only your lawn and plants ( not paved areas.  For more tips on keeping the water clean in northwest Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.

A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

Many household products are dangerous to our kids, pets, and the environment. These materials pollute our waterways if washed or dumped into storm drains or roadside ditches. Never dump motor oil, chemicals, or other toxic materials down storm drains, sinks, or on the ground. Contact your community for disposal guidelines. For more tips on keeping the water clean in northwest Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.

The Following 60 second  spots sent to Jen Finnerty for the 2006 Porter County Fair:

A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

Over 750,000 people depend on Lake Michigan and local groundwater for drinking water. Protect our water by keeping pollution out of storm drains. They lead directly into Lake Michigan and the groundwater. So never dump oil or dirty water down a storm drain. When pet waste is left behind, it can wash into storm drains and ditches.  From there, it heads straight into our local lakes and rivers, taking harmful bacteria along for the ride into our drinking water! So, whether on a walk or in your yard, pick up after your pet and throw it in the trash or flush it down the toilet. Remember, only rain in the drain! For more tips on keeping the water clean in northwest Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.

A tip from NIRPC and the MS4 Community Advisory Group.

With more than 600,000 vehicles in northwest Indiana, practicing good car care can help protect both our water and our air. Never dump used oil, antifreeze, or other fluids on the ground or down the storm drain. Instead, properly label and take it to your community's household hazardous waste collection day. Regular car maintenance reduces polluting emissions by half and protects our air. When you wash your car at home or on paved surfaces, dirty water can get into storm drains in our streets and pollute our drinking water sources. Practice good car care by taking your car to a car wash, washing it on your lawn instead of your driveway, and reducing the amount of soap used.  Remember, only rain in the drain! For more tips on keeping the water and air clean in Northwestern Indiana, contact the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at 219-763-6060 or go to www.nirpc.org.

