What is storm water runoff?

     Storm water runoff is all the water that runs off hard surfaces during rainstorms. This water does not seep into the ground during storms; instead it runs straight into streams, rivers, and lakes.
Why is storm water runoff a problem?

     There are many reasons why runoff can be harmful.  Storm water should ideally be          absorbed into the soil and detoxified by natural processes, including microbial breakdown. However, when soil surfaces are covered with impermeable materials like pavement and housing, the storm water flows along these surfaces, picking up trash, harmful chemicals and  sediment along the way and finally dumping them directly into our lakes and streams.  This is known as non point pollution. Experts now believe that the biggest form of pollution today is non point source. Most of the pollutants in our water comes from our everyday activities. Non point source pollution can hurt fish, wildlife and people.   

What you can do to help:

Proper Hazardous Waste Disposal!
      Instead of dumping unwanted products at home, transport them to the hazardous waste collection site in your area. Contact your county’s solid waste district for details.
Garden with Care!

       Select a lawn fertilizer low in phosphorus (P), do not apply near water bodies or storm drains and sweep excess fertilizer back onto your lawn. Avoid application of lawn care products before heavy rains.  Mow less frequently– longer grass needs less water.

Consider using native plants- they need less water and chemicals to flourish in your garden.  Install a rain garden or an old-fashioned rain barrel  to collect excess rainwater.  This water can be used to water during dry spells. Mulching helps retain water and controls weeds and pests.

Regular Car Maintenance!
     Take good care of your car- fix any leaks promptly, and dispose of used oil and other   fluids properly. Wash your car on the lawn, or take it to the car wash.

Pick up after your pet!
     Not only is it the considerate thing to do, it also keeps harmful bacteria out of our water supply. Dispose of the waste in the toilet or the trash.

Sweep it up!

     Use a broom instead of your hose to clean debris off sidewalks and driveways. Sweep it back onto the lawn or pick it up for proper disposal.

This public service announcement is provided by Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission’s MS4 Community Partnership Outreach and Education Program. Contact Mary Beth Wiseman, Environmental Planner,  mwiseman@nirpc.org for further information.
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