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Water Education Training for Local Teachers
On Tuesday, May 2, 2006, water concepts will flow at the Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental Education in Gary, IN.  Regional educators will experience Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) in a day-long workshop that will provide training and curriculum support for teachers to introduce stormwater, water conservation, and water supply issues in the classroom. The cost of the Project WET training is being underwritten by the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) through funds from the Regional MS4 Stormwater Education and Outreach program. 
The event will run from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. and will include opportunities for participants to learn about regional water related issues that include stormwater pollution, water conservation and water resource awareness. Participating educators will try out a wide variety of hands-on activities they can use to teach their students.  Activities are designed to teach concepts in water chemistry, watershed protection, stormwater pollution, and water quality management. Each activity lists the objectives, materials needed, background information, step-by-step procedures, assessments, extensions, resources, and more.

Project WET is a nationally recognized water education curriculum which is interdisciplinary, utilizing fine arts, social studies, language arts, math, science, and health.  The Northwest Indiana MS4 Community Stormwater Outreach Program will also be highlighted.
Pre-registration is required by April 25, 2006.  To register, call the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at (219) 763-6060 and ask for Francyne Mixon or e-mail Mary Beth Wiseman, Environmental Planner at mwiseman@nirpc.org.  Each participant who completes the full six-hour workshop will receive an activity guide packed with over 90 broad-based, hands-on, easy to use (and fun) activities and additional classroom materials.  Lunch and refreshments will be provided by the training sponsor, NIRPC.
The cost free workshop is open to formal educators, pre-service teachers, scout leaders, naturalists, and youth leaders in Lake and Porter Counties who regularly work with children K-12. The cost of this training is being underwritten to allow more educators to participate.
