June 23, 2006

Dear Reference Librarian,
The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) has put together a toolkit for your use as reference materials in the library.  The materials provided in the toolkit are part of the regional stormwater management and air quality public outreach and education programs supported by our local communities.  The Environmental Reference Toolkit includes air and water quality brochures, stormwater pamphlets, environmental magazines and posters, and two copies of the Extraordinary Road Trip driver’s education computer game.  (The game was designed by NIRPC, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, and the Illinois Department of Transportation to educate student drivers about how transportation choices and emerging automobile technologies affect air quality.  A single copy of the computer program can be networked or installed on an infinite number of computer systems.)  A full inventory of the literature can be found in the front part of the packet. If you have any questions about the materials in the Toolkit please contact me.
Please make these materials available to the public as part of this comprehensive outreach program.  You may want to look through the literature to see how it can best be displayed in your library.  Some of the materials are designed for children to read; others are geared toward adults.  You may use the provided poster to guide people towards the MS4 display if you wish.  These materials are designed to stay within the library for reference use only. If materials need to be replaced, you may simply contact me for replacement pieces.  We encourage you to inform users that they can get copies of the materials for their own use by contacting us directly. 
Our goal is for the residents of northwest Indiana to become more informed with current environmental information.  Thank you for your help in this regional environmental outreach effort!  
Sincerely,

Ms. Reggie Korthals, MPA

Director, Environmental Management Planning 

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (MPO)
6100 Southport Road

Portage, IN 46368

(219) 763-6060

rkorthals@nirpc.org

www.nirpc.org

