Transportation Policy Committee Meeting

9:00 a.m. at NIRPC

April 14, 2009
AGENDA
1. Call to Order by Chairman, Opening and Announcements

a) Pledge of Allegiance; Introductions.
b) Action is requested on the minutes of the March 10th meeting. (pages 1-3)
c) Announce the schedule for May 11-13 federal Planning Certification Review.
d) NIRPC’s GIS Technician has resigned and NIRPC is looking to hire a new GIS Technician/Web Coordinator.   See the attached job announcement. (page 5)
2. Planning
a) Status report on the development of the Comprehensive Regional Plan.  Summary notes from March 26 meeting.  (page 6) 
b) Discussion and actions on the air quality conformity determination and its accompanying amendment to the 2030 Transportation Plan.  (page 7-8)
c) PowerPoint Presentation and discussion of the Congestion Management Process, and initial formation of a Stakeholder Committee.  (page 9-12)
3. Programming

a) Projects have been submitted and selected for The American Recovery & Reinvestment Act funds allocated to northwest Indiana.  A proposed amendment to the Transportation Improvement Program is available for public review and comment.  Pending consideration of any comments received thus far or in the last days of the public comment period, action is requested.   (Handout)

b) TIP Amendment #3 containing scope and administrative modifications will be presented for discussion and action.  (Handout)
c) Presentation and discussion of recently published INDOT guidance on the implementation of American Recovery & Reinvestment Act-funded highway projects. (Handout)
d) A status report will be given on the closeout of MPO-controlled SAFETEA-LU funds and of recent communications with INDOT’s Finance Department relative to their approval of the NIRPC 2009-2013 Transportation Improvement Program. (Handout)
e) Training/certification by INDOT of LPAs and consultants (page 13)
4.  Presentation:  
a) CMAP update on the Northeast Illinois GO TO 2040  Plan
 by Kermit Weis.
5.  Local and Regional Transportation Update
a) High Speed Rail Conference update. 

b) Regional Bus Authority
c) Regional Development Authority
d) NICTD
e) Gary/Chicago International Airport
f) Indiana Toll Road
g) Port of Indiana
h) Highways (state and local projects)
i) Non-motorized

j) Other 

5. Federal and Northeast Illinois Reports

a) Federal Highway Administration/Federal Transit Administration

b) Northeast Illinois - Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)
6. Indiana Department of Transportation Report

a) District Office statue of lettings for state and local projects.  (handout)
7. Other Business, Public Comment and Upcoming Meetings at NIRPC
a) Other Business 
b) Other Public Comment
c) Staff Announcements
d) Land Use Committee – 10:00 a.m. May 13.
e) NIRPC Full Commission – 9:00 a.m. April 30.

f) Comprehensive Regional Plan Steering Committee – 9:00 a.m. April 28.

g) Ped, Pedal & Paddle (3PC) – 1:30 p.m. April 28.
h) Transportation Policy Committee – 9:00 May 12.
