Transportation Policy Committee Meeting

9:00 a.m. at NIRPC

January 13, 2009
AGENDA
1. Call to Order by Chairman, Opening and Announcements

a) Pledge of Allegiance; Introductions.
b) Action is requested on the minutes of the December 9th meeting.  
     (pages 1- 4)
2. Planning
a) A follow-up report will be given about the December 6th Regional Forum and the Comprehensive Regional Plan. TPC members are invited to join the Comprehensive Regional Plan’s Steering Committee.  (pages 5 - 6)
b) Federal Surface Transportation Act Reauthorization.  The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) expires on September 20, 2009 and is to be replaced by a new Act.
3. Programming
a)
The new FY 2009-2013 Transportation Improvement Program was adopted.  USDOT could find the new TIP to conform, but FHWA and EPA said that an amendment to the Transportation Plan would first have to be developed based on those changes that triggered the new air quality conformity analysis within 6 months.  Discussion.
b)  Amendment #1 to the new TIP will be presented for discussion and action.  (handout).
c) The new Administration and new Congress may consider a major Federal Economic Stimulus Bill.  Various agencies and organizations are preparing for that possibility, and have solicited for projects.  A report will be given on proposed projects that were submitted in response to INDOT’s solicitation. The National Association of Regional Councils and Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning have some information.  (pages 7 - 16)
4.  Local and Regional Transportation Update
a) The Canadian National Railway Company’s proposed purchase of the EJ&E Railroad (page 17 - 18)  
b) Regional Bus Authority
c) Regional Development Authority
d) NICTD
e) Gary/Chicago International Airport
f) Indiana Toll Road
g) Port of Indiana
h) Non-motorized

i) Highways (state and local projects) 
j) High Speed Rail
k) Other 

5. Federal and Northeast Illinois Reports
a) Federal Highway Administration/Federal Transit Administration

b) Northeast Illinois - Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)
6. Indiana Department of Transportation Report
a) District Office statue of lettings for state and local projects.  (handout)
7. Other Business, Public Comment and Upcoming Meetings at NIRPC
a) Other Business
b) Other Public Comment
c) Staff Announcements
d) Lake Michigan Water Trail Roundtable – January 14th at 2:00 p.m. at NIRPC.
e) NIRPC Full Commission – Thursday, January 15th at 9:00.

f) Ped, Pedal & Paddle – January’s meeting has been cancelled.   The next 3PC meeting will be on Thursday, February 26th at 1:30 p.m. NIRPC.
g) Regional Forum on the Future Advisory Committee – January 29th at 9:00 a.m.

h) Comprehensive Regional Plan Steering Committee – January 29th at 


10:00 a.m.

i) Transportation Policy Committee – Tuesday, February 10th at 9:00 a.m.
j) Land Use Committee – Wednesday, February 11th. 

