TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING

JANUARY 13, 2009
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT

Don Abraham – INDOT-LaPorte District

Art Biciunas – Citizen

Joseph Crnkovich – NICTD 
Stan Dobosz – Chairman, Town of Griffith, NIRPC Commissioner

Robert Gyurko – Gary Chicago International Airport

Craig Hendrix – City of Portage

Ernest Jones – City of East Chicago

Rob Ladson – Indiana Toll Road

Bruce Lindner – Porter County Council on Aging & Community Services

Christopher Meyers – City of Gary

Shawn Pettit – Town of Merrillville, NIRPC Commissioner

Craig Phillips – City of Valparaiso

Mohammed Quadeer – INDOT, LaPorte District

Ray Riddell – Porter County Engineer

Frank Rosado, Jr. – East Chicago Transit

Claudia Taylor – Opportunity Enterprises

Richard Wotkun – Citizen - BRC Railroad, Retired

On Conference Phone

Jerry Halperin – INDOT Central Office

Joyce Newland – FHWA, Indiana
Pat Morris – USEPA, Region 5
VISITORS

Marianetta Barber – City of Gary, Public Works

Mike Bartholomew – Post-Tribune

Keith Benman –The Times

Glen Campbell – American Structurepoint, Inc.

Jake Demmerall – Butler, Fairman & Siefert

Jim Harmening – Robinson Engineering

Rich Herr – City of Valparaiso

Chris Murphy – American Structurepoint, Inc.

Peggy Sierzputowski – Lake County

Stu Summers – City of Valparaiso

NIRPC Staff

Gabrielle Biciunas, Bill Brown, Mitch Barloga, Gary Evers, Ryan Hicks, Belinda Petroskey, Lauren Rhein, Steve Strains, Mary Thorne, Tom Vander Woude
Call to Order and Opening

The meeting was called to order at 9:15 a.m. by Stan Dobosz with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by self introductions.  

Approval of Meeting Minutes

On a motion by Shawn Pettit and a second by Bruce Lindner; the minutes of December 9, 2008 were approved.  

Planning

Forum on the Future of Northwest Indiana
Steve Strains invited the TPC committee members to follow up from the Forum event and join the Comprehensive Regional Plan’s Steering Committee, which will guide the 2-year planning process.  The base membership is those from the Regional Forum Advisory Committee, and any from NIRPC’s Policy Committees.  The first meeting will be held on January 29th at 10:00 a.m.

SAFETEA-LU
Steve said SAFETEA-LU expires in September of 2009.  Information from the National Association of Regional Councils gives some concepts on the reauthorization.  More information will be available after their conference next month.  

Programming
FY2009 -2013 TIP

The new TIP was adopted last month along with the Air Quality Conformity Determination, however, the FHWA said that the TIP and the Plan are now out of sync, and NIRPC will have to amend the 2030 Transportation Plan.  Bill Brown said analysis may need to be redone in order to put the TIP and the Transportation Plan in sync.  Joyce Newland said INDOT has prepared a new INSTIP and will send projects to the MPOs within the next week or so, and they will have to be added to the Plan.  In addition, projects from a proposed federal Economic Stimulus Act will likely have to be in metropolitan area TIPs and Plans.  
Amendment #1

Gary Evers discussed Amendment #1 to the FY09-13 TIP which is going out for Interagency Consultation Group review.  There are just a few projects in the Amendment.
Project Solicitation/ List for a Possible Economic Stimulus Bill

The new Administration and new Congress may enact an Economic Stimulus Package. Gary described highway project requests for funding aid which were submitted from LPAs at the request of INDOT in the event the Bill is passed.  No transit request has been forthcoming from INDOT, yet Mitch Barloga discussed a nation-wide bike and ped project solicitation.  Some thoughts about the Economic Stimulus Package from the President-Elect and members of Congress (through a NARC newsletter) and a CMAP paper were shared with the TPC. 
Local and Regional Transportation Update

CN Railroad’s Purchase of the EJ&E Railroad

John Swanson discussed the Surface Transportation Board’s approval of the CN’s purchase of the EJ&E.

Regional Bus Authority

Steve said NWICA is stopping service on January 30 and Hammond Transit stopped their Saturday service.
NICTD

Joe Crnkovich said most projects are moving along well.  Centenary project from Gary to Michigan City is progressing. 2008 ridership showed a slight decline from 2007 during rush hour service but an increase on the weekends.  Four more new cars were delivered to the shops, four more will arrive later this month with the remainder in late February.  Some of the trains will be in service in March.  The new cars will not be added to the old cars as the new ones are double-deck cars.  Analysis will be done of load and unload times.
Gary Chicago International Airport

Bob Gyurko said they are ahead of schedule and under their $17 million budget for moving power lines.  A large amount of the cost is provided by federal funds and some will be RDA money.  
Indiana Toll Road

Rob Ladson said I-Zoom automated toll is moving smoothly.

Indiana Department of Transportation

The letting list handouts were provided.  Stu Summers pointed out that the Calumet Avenue project under DES #0501140 is a Valparaiso project and the County should be changed to “Porter.”  INDOT will be notified of the error. 

Other Business

Other

Richard Wotkun thanked everyone for their get well cards during his illness.  He reassured the committee that the projected delays caused by the CN reroute of their traffic on the EJ&E will happen mostly at night and won’t be too inconvenient, however, it is inevitable.
Meetings
· Lake Michigan Water Trail Roundtable meeting is January 14 at 2:00 p.m. at NIRPC.

· The next full commission meeting is Thursday, January 15 at 9:00 a.m. at NIRPC.

· The first Regional Forum on the Future Advisory Committee is January 29 at 9:00 a.m.

· The first Comprehensive Regional Plan Steering Committee is January 29 at 10:00 a.m.

· The next 3PC meeting will be Thursday, February 26 at 1:30 p.m. at NIRPC.

· The next TPC meeting is Tuesday, February 10 at 9:00 a.m. at NIRPC.

· The next land use committee meeting will be February 11 at 10:30 a.m. at NIRPC.

On a motion by Shawn Pettit and a second by Craig Phillips, the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Thorne

Planning Secretary

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission

###  

