TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING
NIRPC AUDITORIUM
MARCH 10, 2009
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT

Art Biciunas – Public member, Robert Rybicki, Town of Dyer, NIRPC Commissioner, Stu Summers – City of Valparaiso, David Werner – FTA, Anthony Hendricks – LaPorte County Surveyor, Ian Nicolini – Town of Cedar Lake, NIRPC Commissioner, Kermit Wies – CMAP, Craig Hendrix – City of Portage, Margot Sabato – SLCCS, Bruce Lindner – PCACS, Jim Vaughn – Porter County Engineer, Shawn Pettit – Town of Merrillville, NIRPC Commissioner, Mitch Bishop, LaPorte County, Clay Cates – Gary Public Transit Corporation, David Wright – Gary Public Transit Corporation, John Pugh – City of Michigan City, Craig Phillips – City of Valparaiso, Denarie Kane – City of Hobart, Sergio Mendoza – Indiana Dunes Natural Resources-Coastal Program, Bob Thompson – Porter County,  Roosevelt Allen, Jr. – Lake County Commissioner, NIRPC Commissioner, Ken Dallmeyer, Regional Bus Authority, Claudia Taylor – Opportunity Enterprises, Frank Rosado, Jr. – East Chicago Transit, Joyce Newland – Federal Highway Administration, Tim Cole – Porter County, Ernest Jones – City of East Chicago, Joe Crnkovich - NICTD
VISITORS

Chris Prohe – ARC Bridges, Janet Cypra – Cypra & Associates, Mike Bartholomew – Post-Tribune, Glen Campbell – American Structurepoint, Jake Demmarell – Butler, Fairman & Siefert, Kevin Brissette – Weaver Boos, John Kennedy – American Structurepoint, Carol Krynicki – Good Government, Shirley Patrick – Good Government, John Hudson – The Justin Group
NIRPC Staff

Gabrielle Biciunas, Bill Brown, Mitch Barloga, Gary Evers, Ryan Hicks, Eman Ibrahim, Kathy Luther, Belinda Petroskey, Lauren Rhein,  John Swanson, Mary Thorne, Tom Vander Woude
Call to Order and Opening

· The meeting was called to order at 9:10 a.m. by Stan Dobosz with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by self introductions.  
· Approval of Meeting Minutes

On a motion by John Pugh and a second by Bruce Lindner, the minutes of February 10, 2009 were approved.  
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Planning

· Federal Surface Transportation Act Reauthorization
SAFETEA-LU expires on September 30, 2009 and the consensus at the National Conference on Regions sponsored by NARC was that a new federal transportation law based on federal policy was needed.  Major land use-based planning is likely to be incorporated into the next transportation law.  News should be available in one or two months, before the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.  Also needed was new funding sources and a possible VMT-based federal motor fuel tax is being considered.    Federal involvement in freight and intermodal was also discussed.   
· Bi-State Planning Agreement

A discussion was held on the new bi-state planning agreement between NIRPC and CMAP for coordination of land use transportation planning.  The agreement is going to the designated parties for signature.  No action was needed.    
· Comprehensive Regional Plan
The Vision Working Group created a draft vision statement to be approved at the Steering Committee meeting on March 26.  The next steps are to develop goals and objectives in the next month or so.  A commission policy statement guideline was approved and adopted by the full NIRPC commission.  The Steering Committee membership will be approved by the NIRPC board at its March meeting.  Other forms of public participation include working groups and sub-regional cluster workshops.  The next Steering Committee meeting is March 26 at 9:00 a.m.
· Possible Amendment to the 2030 Transportation Plan 

A list of projects listed in the 2030 Regional Transportation Plan was provided.  Shaded projects are being changed.  The TIP was adopted in December with a conformity analysis which needed to differ from that in the existing RTP.  This amendment would bring the Plan and TIP into alignment.  The next step is to prepare the conformity document which will reference the plan and the TIP and show that we are in compliance with the proposed PM2.5 budgets.  Once the IACG finalizes the draft, it will go out for 30 day public comment period and ready for adoption in June, well before the August deadline.
Programming
· American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).
A brief overview of the Act was provided.  INDOT LaPorte District is meeting on Friday, March 13 at 9:00 a.m.  The Michigan City urbanized area projects were described.  The Chicago urbanized area highway stakeholder group met on March 5.  A discussion of categories and projects under ARRA from that meeting led to a motion by Shawn Petit seconded by Bob Harper to drop NIRPC’s planning category and capacity expansion and make preventative maintenance the only category for stimulus funds.  After some discussion, the motion failed the vote as the process of project selection should continue at the next ARRA stakeholders meeting.   Since agenda items from the March 5 meeting were unfinished, a second meeting will be held on Monday, March 16 at 1:00 p.m. to look at each community’s top three projects and get the project list finalized.
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· Administrative Modifications
A review of the nine modifications to existing local transit and highway projects was given.  

Presentations
· Mitch Barloga briefly presented on the progress of the Dunes Kankakee Trail with Phase 1 from the Indiana Dunes State Park to Valparaiso and Phase 2 from Valparaiso to the Kankakee River.

· Kermit Weis updated the committee on Northeast Illinois’ GO TO 2040 Comprehensive Plan, providing a latest snapshot on Latinos in the Region.  The plan should be adopted in 2010.

Local and Regional Updates.  

· Hammond Transit:  On January 1, Saturday service was eliminated.  On June 30, they intend to go out of business.  NWICA removed their transportation program effective January 30.  

· NICTD’s ridership is down about 6% due to the short month.  The Chicago area unemployment rate is currently 8%, which hurts ridership as well.  All new rail cars are on the property, minor maintenance issues are being dealt with.  All cars should be in service in June.  The contract for overhead wire system work between Gary and Michigan City is signed.  Bridge rebuild contracts are being let.  ARRA funding for the signal system as mandated by the stimulus bill is being sought.  
· High Speed Rail Conference will be held March 19 and 20.  

Federal and Northeast Illinois Reports
· Federal Highway Administration:  NIRPC’s 4-year certification will be held May 11 to May13.
· Federal Transit Administration:  There will be a federal regulations call tomorrow.  
INDOT Letting List
· The letting list and an informational postcard about the Borman construction were available.  
Other Business

· Meetings
· The next Land Use Committee meeting is on March 11 at 10:30 a.m. at NIRPC.

· The next full commission meeting is on Thursday, March 19 at 9:00 a.m. at NIRPC.

· The Comprehensive Regional Plan Steering Committee is on March 26 at 9:00 a.m. at NIRPC.

· The next Ped Pedal & Paddle (3PC) meeting is on Thursday, March 26 at 1:30 p.m. at NIRPC.

· The next TPC meeting is on Tuesday, April 14 at 9:00 a.m. at NIRPC.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Thorne

Planning Secretary

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission

###  
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