TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING

MAY 12, 2009
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT

Don Abraham – INDOT-LaPorte District, Patricia Berry – Chicago Metropolitan Area for Planning, Art Biciunas – Citizen, Kathleen Chroback – City of La Porte, NIRPC Commissioner, Joseph Crnkovich – NICTD, Joe Csikos – City of Portage, Ken Dallmeyer – RBA, Stan Dobosz – Chairman, Town of Griffith, NIRPC Commissioner, Bob Gyurko – Gary/Chicago International Airport, Jerry Halperin – INDOT-Central Office, Robert Harper – Porter County Commissioner, NIRPC Commissioner, Anthony  Hendricks – La Porte County Surveyor, NIRPC Commissioner,  Dennis Hodges – Indiana High Speed Rail Association, Denarie Kane – City of Hobart, Ron Lombard – Town of Trail Creek, NIRPC Commissioner, James Mandon – Town of Munster, Mike McPhillips – INDOT-La Porte District, Christopher Meyers – City of Gary, Quadeer Mohammed – INDOT-La Porte District, Joyce Newland – FHWA-Indiana, Shawn Pettit – Town of Merrillville, NIRPC Commissioner, Craig Phillips – City of Valparaiso, John Pugh – City of Michigan City, Ray Riddell – Porter County Engineer, Jezreel Rodriguez – City of East Chicago, Frank Rosado, Jr. – East Chicago Transit, Robert Rybicki – Town of Dyer, NIRPC Commissioner, Bob Thompson – Porter County, David Werner – FTA 
VISITORS

Glen Campbell – American Structurepoint, Inc., Ed Christopher – FHWA, Marsha Craney – Bonar Group, Janet Cypra – Cypra & Associates,  Jay DuMontelle – FHWA, Pete Kohut – Butler, Fairman & Siefert, Rick McVay –  Hass, & Associates, AJ Monroe – SEH, Inc., Patricia Morris – USEPA, Chris Murphy – American Structurepoint, Inc., Arnie Muzumdar – Northwest Engineering, Lisa Setzler – Bonar Group
NIRPC Staff

Gabrielle Biciunas, Bill Brown, Mitch Barloga, Gary Evers, Ryan Hicks, Eman Ibrahim, Belinda Petroskey, Lauren Rhein, Steve Strains, John Swanson, Mary Thorne, Tom Vander Woude
Call to Order and Opening

The meeting was called to order at 9:15 a.m. by Stan Dobosz with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by self introductions.  

· Approval of Meeting Minutes

On a motion by Shawn Pettit and a second by Ron Lombard; the minutes of April 14, 2009 were approved.  
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Announcements
· BioBlitz
Mary Thorne described the National Geographic/National Park Service cataloging opportunity at the Indiana Dunes State Park.  An Advanced Master Gardener with the Porter County Extension Office, she will help scientists identify as many local plant and animal species as possible at the Park.

· INDOT Capital Grant Awards
Three organizations, Parents and Friends, Inc., Southlake Community Mental Health Center and Michiana Resources, Inc., were awarded grants for vans under Section 5310 Federal Specialized Transportation Capital Assistance Grant Program.
Planning

· Comprehensive Regional Plan
A summary of the last Steering Committee meeting was provided.  A series of goal setting workgroups are being held beginning May 20 to develop goals and objectives.  The meeting schedule is available and registrations are being accepted on the NIRPC website.  The first Plan Newsletter was provided.  The Steering Committee will meet on May 28 at 9:00 a.m.  Members and guests were encouraged to participate in the workgroups.
· 2030 Transportation Plan Amendment Update
The amendment was adopted by the NIRPC board last month and forwarded to FTA for review and approval to open the process for TIP amendments.
· Congestion Management Process Update
The first meeting of the Congestion Management Subcommittee was held on May 1.  Stu Summers of Valparaiso will act as interim chair.  The 12 steps of the Congestion Management Process is a modification from the federally mandated 8 step process.  The next meeting will be held on May 27 at 9:00 a.m. at the Borman Traffic Management Center in Gary and the members will evaluate and expand performance measures.  Members and guests were invited to participate on the subcommittee.
Programming
· Amendment #6 consists of ARRA projects for INDOT, Public Transit and infrastructure investment and will be released for public comment and ICG review.  
· Amendment #7 consists of local highway, INDOT highway and local transit projects and will be released for public comment and ICG review.  
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On a motion by Shawn Pettit and a second by James Mandon, the committee voted to recommend the amendments for public comment and ICG review.

Last month, the NIRPC board acted to amend the TIP to include ARRA projects.  The following provisions were added to the resolution:

· If a community has only one project selected for funding, NIRPC will undertake a targeted solicitation to bring the number of preventive maintenance projects to three in the event the initial project was found ineligible by ARRA or FHWA.  
· Projects for communities who had not initially submitted any projects could be added only if we were allocated additional ARRA funds.  
ARRA recipients must have a D&B number.  Contact Gary Evers for information on how to obtain a DUNS number.  
Local and Regional Transportation Update

· Gary/ Chicago International Airport:  
Bob Gyurko reported that the airport received a $1.1 million stimulus grant.  Fencing around the airport will be extended to 10 feet in height and 4 feet underground for a total of about 25,000 feet of fencing.  The railroad project is slowly moving forward.  About 2500 feet of polluted right of way will be removed and the airport is working with IDEM.  The FAA is getting stimulus money and the hope is to replace the approach strobe flashers for Runway 30.  The National Guard is slowly staffing their facility.  A lot of guardsmen and equipment has been deployed to Afghanistan.  
· High Speed Rail:  
Dennis Hodges gave a presentation created by high school students on their visioning for high speed rail for future generations.  Dennis added that he understands that the use of interstate corridors for high speed rail will not be considered due to an engineering issue with acute curves on the corridors.   A possibility is to place parallel track next to existing rail lines.  A proposed resolution to support high speed rail was presented to the TPC, and a decision was made to table the matter for the June agenda.  
· Non-motorized transportation:
Mitch Barloga presented on the Burnham Plan Century (Make No Small) Rides.  This is a region-wide ride commemorating the Burnham Plan Centennial.  This informal ride will consist of about 100 miles, from Lake Forest, Illinois to Michigan City, Indiana with a midpoint stop in Lansing, 
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Illinois.  Cyclists may ride any segment, any amount of miles.  The ride will take place on National Trails Day, June 6.  Register at regionride@gmail.com.

· Safe Routes to Schools funding is 100% and applications must be to NIRPC by May 27.  

· NICTD:
Joe Crnkovich reported that the new cars are being put into service and ridership is pleased with the new cars.  ARRA money will replace ADA-compliant signage as well as 20 new ticket machines which will cut the lines of people down.  Proposals are being accepted for an intermodal station study at Gary Chicago International Airport.
  .
· RBA:  
Ken Dallmeyer reported that there has been a lot of legislative activity however a state budget has not passed and a special session will be held in June.  There were proposals for greater regionalization of bus and rail services that did not pass.  ARRA funding was received for dispatching control centers for both fixed route and demand response services and the capital cost of contracting for the express bus service with the RDA.  The RBA has also been working with the RDA on an implementation and fixed route consolidation communication plan.  A draft report from the consultants is being finalized.
Northeast Illinois Report 

· CMAP:
· Patricia Berry reported that they are continuing work on Northeast Illinois’ Go to 2040 Plan.  Their transportation committee is meeting this week.  There is preliminary work on the financial plan and results from two or three scenarios.  All information is available on the CMAP website.  There will be a large push for public involvement this summer, involving kiosks throughout the region and public meetings to make the public aware of the website to get their views of the region for 2040 in to CMAP.  
· FLIP (Future Leaders in Planning) is a very successful program and applications for the next round are due in June for any high school students.  
· A panel was held in Elgin and discussed green transportation.
Indiana Department of Transportation

· The letting list handouts were provided. Of note is the new interchange construction project on I-65 at 109th Street, which is to be let later this month.  
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FHWA/FTA

· Planning Certification Review:  

Joyce Newland of FHWA introduced the USDOT certification review team which included David Werner of FTA, Ed Christopher of FHWA, Jay DuMontelle of FHWA and Pat Morris of USEPA.   Joyce presented on the 
quadrennial federal certification review of NIRPC and the planning process.  There was a public meeting last evening at NIRPC and another will be held at 

Purdue University Calumet in Hammond tomorrow from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Comments from the TPC were welcomed.  Ken Dallmeyer said there is a lack of local funding for public transportation.  The federal program is largely for capital purposes for transit as well as highway.  As attempts to address regional bus concerns are made, there is no local money available to match state and federal funding as a result of last year’s HB1001.  Over time, there will be less federal and state formula funding coming into the region as ridership and the amount of services drops off.  GPTC announced they are considering service cuts at the end of July, Hammond Transit is looking for ways to pay for the last six months of 2009 let alone 2010.  Other services are in the same situation.  The region needs to address transit in a thoughtful and comprehensive way.  
Other Business
· Staff Announcements:
· John Swanson said at the last commission meeting on April 30, Chairman John Costas appointed a task force on committees to identify issues such as the makeup, size, alternate voting, and how policies and procedures work relative to recommendations coming from those committees.   The task force will be convened by NIRPC’s corporate counsel, Dave Hollenbeck.  Each of the chairs of the policy committees will be serving on that task force and staff support will be involved as well to reach a recommendation to present to the full commission meeting.  

· John announced a sea kayak expedition and dedication of the new Lake Michigan Water Trail which will originate from Burnham Harbor in Chicago down the lakefront, with an overnight campout in Gary, then kayaking to the new Portage Lakefront Park and on to Trail Creek in Michigan City.  This event will commemorate the Burnham Centennial and the importance of the lake and lakefront to the region as well as dedicate the new water trail, which resulted directly from the Marquette Plan and the Blueways & Greenways Plan.  Both Congressman Visclosky and Congressman Donnelley are invited to the event.  
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· Meetings
· The next Land Use Committee is May 14 at 10:00 a.m.

· The NIRPC executive board will meet May 21 at 9:00 a.m.
· The next meeting of the Congestion Management Sub-committee will be held on May 27 at 9:00 a.m. at the Borman Traffic Management Center at 7701 East Melton Road in Gary.
· The next Comprehensive Regional Plan Steering Committee is May 28 at 9:00 a.m.
· The next Ped, Pedal & Paddle Committee meeting is Thursday, May 28 at 1:30 p.m. at NIRPC.

· The next TPC meeting is Tuesday, June 16 at 9:00 a.m. at NIRPC.
· John Swanson said that since there were no action items which came out of the EMPC or other committees, there will probably not be a June Executive Board meeting.  A Finance and Personnel Committee meeting will be held at 8:00 a.m. with a meeting afterwards of the Lake Michigan Marina Development Commission.  

On a motion by Shawn Pettit and a second by Ron Lombard, the meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Thorne

Planning Secretary

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission

###  

