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Letters of Support from US and State Senators and Representatives
Illinois Support
United States House of Representatives, 2nd District, Robin Kelly

Indiana Support
United States Senator, Joe Donnelly
United States House of Representatives, 1st District, Peter J. Visclosky
Indiana State Senate, District 4, Karen Tallian
Indiana State Senate, District 3, Eddie Melton
Indiana House of Representatives, District 2, Earl Harris
Indiana House of Representatives, District 9, Scott D. Pelath

Michigan Support
United States Senator, Gary C. Peters
United States House of Representatives, 6th District, Fred Upton
Michigan State Senate, 21st District, John Proos
Michigan House of Representatives, 78th District, Dave Pagel

Letters of Support from Government Agencies
Illinois Support
Chicago City Council, 10th Ward, Alderwoman Susan Sadlowski Garza
Chicago Department of Transportation
Chicago Park District
Chicago Metropolitan Area for Planning

Indiana Support
City of Gary, Mayor Karen Freeman-Wilson
City of East Chicago, Mayor Anthony Copeland
City of Hammond, Mayor Thomas McDermott, Jr.
City of Michigan City, Mayor Ron Meer
City of Portage, James D. Snyder
City of Whiting, Joseph Strahura
Town of Beverly Shores
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Town of Burns Harbor
Town of Long Beach
Town of Porter
County of LaPorte Commissioners
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
Indiana Dunes State Park
Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District

Michigan Support
City of New Buffalo
New Buffalo Township
County of Berrien
Chickaming Township
Village of Grand Beach
New Buffalo Downtown Development Authority
Michigan Dept. of Transportation
New Buffalo Area Schools
St. Joseph Township
Southwest Michigan Planning Commission

Other Letters of Support
Illinois Support
Active Transportation Alliance
Ride Illinois
Calumet Collaborative
Openlands

Indiana Support
ArcelorMittal Steel
Causes for Change
Dunes Learning Center
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Greenways Foundation of Indiana
Health by Design
Indiana Dunes Tourism
International Friendship Gardens
Miller Neighborhood Spotlight
Northern Indiana Public Service Company
Save the Dunes
Shirley Heinze Land Trust
South Shore Convention and Visitors Authority
South Shore Trails
Northwest Indiana Forum
The Nature Conservancy
Visit Michigan City – LaPorte

Michigan Support
Berkshire Hathaway Realty
Bike Michiana
Cornerstone Alliance
Friends of Harbor Country Trails
Southwestern Michigan Tourist Council
Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance
The Pokagon Fund
Diane N. Pyshos
Three Oaks Spokes
West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum

National Letters of Support
Adventure Cycling
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
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State of Indiana
Senator Karen Tallian
Senate Democrat Caucus Chair
200 West Washington Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
(317) 232-9847
s4@iga.in.gov

Senate
Committees:
Appropriations, RMM
Environmental Affairs
Local Government
Pensions & Labor
Rules & Legislative Procedure
School Funding Subcommittee
Tax & Fiscal Policy

4 October 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application, Indiana
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
(NIRPC) FY 2017 TIGER application, “Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.”
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region.
NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, directly touching a
population of 130,000, and offering connections to the greater Chicagoland region.
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL
eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58
miles. NIRPC has championed the development of the Greenway for over a decade, and to date
nearly half of this route has either been built or funded. This TIGER grant has been assembled
to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of landuses, and would link both residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the
Indiana Dunes. In addition, the Greenway would link together a network of employment centers,
and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail,
and the region in whole.
Thank you for your consideration of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for
Chicagoland and beyond.
Sincerely,

Karen Tallian

State of Indiana
Senator Eddie Melton
200 West Washington Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
(317) 232 9491
s3@iga.in.gov

Senate
Committees:
Education & Career Development, RMM
Natural Resources, RMM
Agriculture
Homeland Security & Transportation
Insurance & Financial Institutions
Pensions & Labor
Veterans Affairs & The Military

October 13, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY
2017 TIGER application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead
applicant for this grant request. NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states,
three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, directly touching a population
of 130,000, and offering connections to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people.
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. NIRPC has championed the
development of the Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or
funded. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or
already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds would link both residents and visitors alike to the great
natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes. In addition, the Greenway would link together a network of
employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the
trail, and the region in whole.
Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary
plan viewed the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with
this philosophy in mind the TIGER application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made. Thank
you for your consideration of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond.
Sincerely,

Eddie Melton
Indiana State Senate
Senate District 3

SCOTT D. PELATH

STATE OF INDIANA

HOUSE DEMOCRATIC LEADER

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

200 WEST WASHINGTON STREET

THIRD FLOOR STATE HOUSE
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204

October 10, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject:

Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER
Application

Dear Secretary Chao,
Please consider this letter evidence of my full support for the Northwestern Indiana
Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2017 TIGER application for “Completing the
Vision: The Marquette Greenway”.
I have lived in Michigan City my entire life and understand how important this grant
will be to my community. The Greenway will wind through a diverse cross-section of landuses, which link both residents and visitors alike to the great bounties offered by the Indiana
Dunes. This Greenway will serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life
for a network of employment centers, those along the trail and the region as a whole.
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana
region, and is the prime applicant for this grant request. NIRPC has partnerships with three
states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore directly
affecting a population of 130,000, which offers connections to the greater Chicago region of 8
million people.
This TIGER grant was assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles which link to
these built or already existing funded segments. The Marquette Greenway has been a longstanding vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shoe of Lake Michigan to
New Buffalo, MI, distancing a 58 mile stretch. NIRPC, for a decade has supported the
development of this Greenway. To date, nearly half of this route is either built or funded.
Thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration of this important matter.
Should you have any further questions, please feel free to contact my office. We look forward
to your favorable decision.
Sincerely,

Scott D. Pelath
Indiana House Minority Leader

10 October 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am excited to support the Northwestern Indian Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY2017 TIGER application
for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead applicant
for this grant request. NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties, and
seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, directly touching a population of 130,000, and
offering connections to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people.
The Marquette Greenway has represented an long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana
shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. NIRPC has championed the development of
the Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or funded. This TIGER grant
has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would link
both residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes. In addition, the Greenway
would link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality
of life for those along the trail, and the region as a whole.
Thank you for considering this letter of support. This award would provide great benefits to the 10th Ward and beyond.

Sincerely,

Susan Sadlowski Garza
Alderwoman, 10th Ward

October 10, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590
Re:

Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway
TIGER Application

Dear Secretary Chao:
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional
Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2017 TIGER application for Completing the
Vision: The Marquette Greenway.
As the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the northwest Indiana region,
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request. NIRPC has assembled an
impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties, seven
municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, directly touching a
population of 130,000, and offering connections to the greater Chicagoland
region of 8 million people.
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect
Chicago, Illinois eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New
Buffalo, Michigan, for a distance of 58 miles. NIRPC has championed the
development of the Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this
route has either been built or funded. This TIGER grant has been assembled to
complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded
segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse crosssection of land-uses, and would link both residents and visitors alike to the great
natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes. In addition, the Greenway would
link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst
towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in
whole.
The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) is the seven-county
northeast Illinois region's official comprehensive planning organization. With our
neighbors to the east, we coordinate our planning efforts to ensure maximum
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benefits for our residents. The envisioned greenway will connect to the Regional Greenways and
Trails Plan for metropolitan Chicago, and it is also in line with our GO TO 2040 comprehensive
regional plan's emphasis on bicycle and pedestrian programs that help make safe, accessible, and welldesigned bicycle and pedestrian networks a reality in communities across the region.
It is with this philosophy of collaboration in mind that the TIGER application for completing the
Marquette Greenway has been made. Thank you for your consideration of this vision, which will
provide exceptional benefits for Chicagoland and beyond.
Sincerely,

Joseph C. Szabo
Executive Director
TG:JCS/stk

October 3, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2017
TIGER application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead applicant
for this grant request. NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties,
seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, directly touching a population of 130,000, and offering
connections to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people.
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana
shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. NIRPC has championed the development of
the Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or funded. This TIGER
grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would link
both residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes. In addition, the Greenway
would link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality
of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
Specifically, the Town of Burns Harbor has committed over $1.3 million towards design, engineering and construction
to date as well as spearheading regional cooperation among federal, state and local partners and private sector
interests such as Arcelor Mittal and Praxair Industries.
Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary plan viewed
the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with this philosophy in
mind the TIGER application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made. Thank you for your consideration
of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond.
Sincerely,

Marcus Rogala
President
Redevelopment Commission

October 13, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
As a Councilman for the Town of Long Beach – a lakefront community situated near the Michigan border – I am
writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2017 TIGER
application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead applicant
for this grant request. NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties,
seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, directly touching a population of 130,000, and
offering connections to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people.
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana
shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. NIRPC has championed the development of
the Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or funded. This TIGER
grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would link
both residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes. In addition, the
Greenway would link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards
improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary plan
viewed the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with this
philosophy in mind the TIGER application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made. Thank you for
your consideration of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond.

Sincerely,

Councilman Nick Meyer
Town of Long Beach, IN

October 16, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2017 TIGER
application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead applicant for this grant
request. This project is a partnership that involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore. . I represent one of the municipalities involved in this effort. The Greenway will directly impact a population
of 130,000, and offer connections to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people
The Marquette Greenway represents a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake
Michigan to New Buffalo, MI. NIRPC has championed the development of the Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly
half of this route has either been built or funded. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that
link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would link both
residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes. In addition, the Greenway would link
together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those
along the trail, and the region in whole.
Thank you for your consideration of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond.

Sincerely,

Greg Stinson
President
Porter Town Council

October 3, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC)
application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three
states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The Marquette Greenway has
represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New
Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link
to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would provide
safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income
residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers, and serve as
an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region as a whole.
Since 2006, the Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority and local lakefront communities have invested more
than $230 million into Lake Michigan shoreline projects in Hammond, Whiting, Gary, East Chicago and Portage, including
helping to fund some of the new segments of the Greenway. By 2025, the ongoing economic impact of these projects is
projected to generate a combined $93 million annually in total economic output, increase disposable personal income
by approximately $91 million ($140 per capita) annually, and add approximately 1,010 jobs. Completing the Marquette
Greenway would be a significant addition for the tourism and recreation sectors in Northwest Indiana, as well as a boost
to quality of life and the region’s attractiveness as a place to live, work and play.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its economy in
the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at (219) 644-3500 or bhanna@rda.in.gov.
Sincerely,

Bill Hanna
President and CEO
Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority
Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority • Trusted • Tested • Results
9800 Connecticut Drive • Crown Point, IN 46307 • (219) 644-3500 • fax (219) 644-3502 • www.in.gov/rda
www.rdatransformation.com • facebook.com/rdacatalyst • @nwi_rda • youtube.com/NWIRDA

October 12, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao

Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
On behalf of the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District, the operator of the South Shore
Line, I am writing in support of the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission’s (NIRPC)
application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
The South Shore Line values the importance of regional trails and meaningful connectivity across state
lines. These trails are critically important for residents and tourists alike, and our railroad has worked
intensively to develop a bicycles on trains program to help bring these passengers to our region to
experience our exceptional landscape. Simply put, bikers and trail users are our valued customers.
The Marquette Greenway would connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan
to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete the
remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
As we understand it, through this grant, NIRPC would assemble a team of regional organizations to
evaluate route options and conduct a thorough alternatives analysis before finalizing a route. The South
Shore Line will participate in this process. We have been recently advised that one possible route could
potentially use part of our right-of-way. While we have yet to study the viability of this option to
determine its feasibility, we commit to doing so during the study process, along with other route
options.
Thank you for your consideration of this project. If you have any questions, please contact Nicole Barker,
Director of Capital Investment and Implementation, at 219-926-5744 x 313 or nicole.barker@nictd.com.

Sincerely,

Michael Noland
President
NICTD – NORTHERN INDIANA COMMUTER TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT
33 East U.S. Highway 12, Chesterton, Indiana 46304
T (219) 926-5744 / F (219) 929-4438

October 13, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
(NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The Marquette
Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of
Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to
complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and
would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact
lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link together a network
of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those
along the trail, and the region in whole.
The Southwest Michigan Planning Commission (SWMPC) is leading the effort in Michigan. We are excited
about the stakeholders coming together to support this significant project. SWMPC is the manager of the
TwinCities MPO and this project is in the 2040 Long Range Plan.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its
economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 269-925-1137
or hamiltonm@swmpc.org.
Sincerely,

Marcy Hamilton
Marcy Hamilton
Deputy Director

376 West Main Street, Suite 130
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Benton Harbor, MI 49022-3651

www.swmpc.org
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swmpc@swmpc.org

October 4, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao,
On behalf of the Active Transportation Alliance, I am writing to indicate our strong support for the
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to the
Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery
(TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that
involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along
the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant
has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded
segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and
would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively
impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link together
a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of
life for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
Based in Chicago, the Active Transportation Alliance is a non-profit advocacy organization that
works to improve conditions for bicycling, walking and transit and engage people in healthy
and active ways to get around. We believe regional trails like the Marquette Greenway are
critical for creating healthier, more equitable communities, cleaner environments, and vibrant
local economies. We highly encourage you to support this project which has the potential to
positively impact millions of people across the region.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and
its economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

Ron Burke
Executive Director
Active Transportation Alliance

October 9, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
(NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that
involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward
along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER
grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded
segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses,
and would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively
impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link together
a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of
life for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
We have heard significant interest from members of our statewide organization for improved bicycle
access from Chicago and Illinois to popular destinations to be served by this trail.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and
its economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 630978-0583 or ed@rideillinois.org.
Sincerely,

Ed Barsotti, Chief Programs Officer, Ride Illinois

October 12, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC)
application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The Marquette
Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of
Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete
the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would
provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and
mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link together a network of employment
centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the
region in whole.
At ArcelorMittal, the world’s largest steel and mining company, land conservation in the Great Lakes Basin,
specifically in Northwest Indiana, is a priority for our company. We proudly partner with NIRPC to protect and
restore key areas in the region. With this letter, ArcelorMittal expresses its strong support for NIRPC’s TIGER
application. As chair of the Calumet Collaborative Board of Directors, I work closely with Calumet Collaborative
Board Member and NIRPC Executive Director Ty Warner. We know NIRPC to be a trusted and well-respected
leader in the Northwest Indiana region and are confident they are perfectly suited to see this project through.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its economy
in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 312-899-3817 or
William.steers@arcelormittal.com.
Sincerely,

William C. Steers
General manager, communications and corporate responsibility
ArcelorMittal Americas

it starts with one...

October 16, 2017

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER
Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning
Commission (NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY
2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive
partnership that involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana
Dunes National Lakeshore. The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to
connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for
a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30
miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of landuses, and would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that
will positively impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway
would also link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst
towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
Causes for Change is a non-profit, volunteer organization working to impact communities
through outreach and partnerships in the areas of health, education, and training leading
towards self-sufficiency; focused on women, children and persons with disabilities. For the
past three years CCI has been working in NWI advocating for inclusive, universal design, and
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act in the region that would allow persons
with disabilities to partake in all aspects of community living.
www.Info@CausesforChange.org

www.CausesforChange.org.

(773)447-8500

it starts with one...

Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a
people and its economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free
to contact me at 773-447-8500 or Zully@CausesforChange.org

Sincerely,

Zully JF Alvarado
President & Founder

www.Info@CausesforChange.org

www.CausesforChange.org.

(773)447-8500

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590

October 2, 2017

Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2017 TIGER
application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead applicant for this grant
request. NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, directly touching a population of 130,000, and offering connections to the greater Chicagoland
region of 8 million people.
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake
Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. NIRPC has championed the development of the Greenway for over a
decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or funded. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete
the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would link both residents
and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes. In addition, the Greenway would link together a
network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail,
and the region in whole.
Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary plan viewed the greater
Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with this philosophy in mind the TIGER
application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made. Thank you for your consideration of this vision, which will
provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond.

Sincerely,
Geof Benson
Executive Director

October 13, 2017

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590

Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
On behalf of the Health by Design staff team and our coalition partners, I’m writing to offer our strongest
support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to
the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery
(TIGER) grant program.
Health by Design works throughout the state of Indiana to create communities that are connected,
accessible, safe and healthy for all residents and visitors. The Marquette Greenway does exactly that! This
transformative project, that connects three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana
Dunes National Lakeshore, will achieve a long-standing vision for the region and the goals of numerous
community partners along the route. NIRPC’s leadership in pursuing the TIGER grant application to
complete the remaining 30 miles is commendable and showcases the critical role they plan in regional
community economic development.
When Health by Design was established more than a decade ago, we knew that the intersection of the built
environment and public health mattered. The evidence was just beginning to build that community design,
transportation systems and quality of public spaces had direct ties not just to health, but to economic
development, resiliency and sustainability, talent retention and attraction, and social cohesion. Projects like
the Marquette Greenway contribute to all of those benefits, linking diverse people and places in ways that
catalyze growth and prosperity, while improving quality of life for all.
We appreciate your consideration of this most-impactful project. There is no doubt it will accomplish the
aims of the TIGER program, providing direct benefit to the people of Northwestern Indiana and beyond.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me for any additional information.
Sincerely,

Kim Irwin, MPH
Executive Director

615 N. Alabama Street, Suite 426  Indianapolis, IN 46204  317-622-4820  kirwin@hbdin.org

October 15, 2017
Dear TIGER Grant Committee:
Gary's Miller Spotlight Initiative has worked closely with Causes for Change International

for the past two years and our backbone organization, the Miller Beach Arts & Creative
District to improve active transportation options in Northwest Indiana. As the community
builder for Gary’s 1st District (Miller-Aetna-Glen Ryan-East Emerson), I feel confident
expressing my full support for the project being proposed.
Our board members have volunteered for Mayor Karen Freeman-Wilson’s Barrier Free

Beach 2020 Committee, created the Access Miller Action group via Neighborhood Spotlight and advocated for transportation/ tourism initiatives since the inception of our organization. We are part of a coalition of stakeholders focused on creating a barrier free
environment for all of Gary and Lake County. This project allows for inclusion and participation. The people of Gary are dedicated to working with volunteers, local businesses,
governing entities and non-for-profits to make our community inclusive in programs and
services for all.
As a community, we are seeking to build an age-friendly/ livable city by providing the
tools for self-sufficiency. Our work is primarily in the areas of the arts, urban renewal
and tourism. We continue to link volunteers and resources with community members in
Gary and Indiana as a whole. We are very excited about the new possibilities emerging
in these areas. A completing the Marquette Trail is exactly the kind of project we love to
endorse.
It has been demonstrated multiple times that further funding for universally designed
recreational spaces and adaptive equipment is needed in Gary to fully engage all of our
community. Uniting northern Indiana via a green trail will be a major asset for our area.
This proposed project will contribute greatly to helping us attain these community goals.
I eagerly anticipate collaborating on this project.
Sincerely,

Jessica E. Renslow
Community Builder

October 13, 2017

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application for
$24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant
program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three
counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing
vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This
TIGER grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would provide safe nonmotorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail
route. The Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards
improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
Northern Indiana Public Service Company (NIPSCO), with headquarters in Merrillville, IN, is one of the seven energy distribution
companies of NiSource Inc. With more than 821,000 natural gas customers and 468,000 electric customers across the northern third
of Indiana, NIPSCO is the largest natural gas distribution company, and the second largest electric distribution company in the state.
NIPSCO is committed to partnering with our communities to help enhance the quality of life along the Lake Michigan shoreline. In
addition to The Marquette Greenway vision, we have supported several environmental funds in the past, including working with the
Shirley Heinze fund and NIRPC to help protect lands for future generations to enjoy.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its economy in the heart of
the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 219-647-4975 or dlbabcock@nisource.com.
Sincerely,

Donald L. Babcock
NIPSCO Director, Economic Development

801 E. 86th Avenue, Merrillville, IN 46410 • 219.647.4975 • www.nipsco.com

October 12, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate Save the Dunes’ strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
(NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three
states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The Marquette Greenway has
represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New
Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link
to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would provide
safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income
residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers, and serve as
an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
The Marquette Greenway plays a critical role in connecting the public to the Indiana dunes and beyond. Save the Dunes
celebrates the Marquette Greenway as a corridor that connects natural areas, residential communities, and places of
work and encourages residents and visitors to travel and explore the area through non-motorized modes of
transportation. The Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore is highly fragmented and currently difficult to access entirely by
biking or walking. The Marquette Greenway would increase connectivity between Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
sites, as well as other recreational opportunities, and allow people to enjoy the different trails, habitats, and sights
without getting in their car. Completing this trail will improve recreation in the region and increase awareness and
appreciation of the incredible natural resources of the Indiana dunes.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its economy in
the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 219.879.3564 or
Natalie@savedunes.org.
Sincerely,

Natalie Johnson
Executive Director

109 West 700 North
Valparaiso, IN 46385
Phone: 219-242-8558
www.heinzetrust.org

October 12, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
RE: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing on behalf of the Shirley Heinze Land Trust to indicate our support for Northwestern
Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application to the Department of Transportation’s
FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
In addition to being supportive of the project, Shirley Heinze Land Trust is committed to helping
advance the Marquette Greenway Plan. The Plan will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Increase the value and appreciation people have for some of the most fascinating and
ecologically significant natural places in the Country, including places preserves owned
and managed by Shirley Heinze Land Trust;
Connect 58 miles of trails for recreation in a region that has significant environmental
impacts;
Provide safe non-motorized access through a diverse cross-section of land uses;
Strengthen communities by advancing a common and shared vision;
Raise the appreciation and understanding of what this region has to offer; and
Improve the economy, health, and environment for all current and future residents.

Shirley Heinze Land Trust is a regional land trust involved in acquiring, restoring, and stewarding
high quality natural areas throughout Northwest Indiana. To date, the organization has permanently
protected more than 2,450 acres. Completing the Vision of the Marquette Greenway Plan will
improve public access to these lands and, in turn, make it possible for more people to experience
and enjoy the valuable natural heritage of our region.
In closing, Shirley Heinze Land Trust strongly endorses the TIGER application submitted by the
Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission that will undoubtedly improve the quality of life
throughout Northwest Indiana, the Chicago Region, and beyond. If you have further questions or
require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 219.242.8558 or
kkrouse@heinzetrust.org.
Sincerely,

Kristopher Krouse
Executive Director

6100 Southport  Portage, IN 46368  219.763.6303 Phone  219.763.2653 Fax  www.nwiforum.org

October 13, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application for
$24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER)
grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three
counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The Marquette Greenway has represented a longstanding vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58
miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded
segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would provide safe nonmotorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail
route. The Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards
improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
The Northwest Indiana Forum is a not-for-profit, regional economic development organization servicing members in Lake,
Porter, LaPorte, Starke, Jasper, Newton and Pulaski counties. Our focus is the retention and creation of quality employment
opportunities. As an economic development organization, quality of life and talent attraction are very important to the Northwest
Indiana Forum. Projects like the Marquette Greenway will continue to improve upon the great assets we already have in place.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its economy in the heart of
the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at XXX-XXX-XXXX or name@place.org/com.
Sincerely,

Heather Ennis
President & CEO

The Northwest Indiana Forum is the regional economic development organization dedicated to jobs and capital investment in
harmony with the environment for Lake, Porter, LaPorte, Starke, Jasper, Newton and Pulaski Counties.

Souther n Lake Michigan Rim Project
5690 Chase St.
Merrillville, IN 46410

Tel (219) 981-9183
Fax (219) 981-9183

nature.org

(Call First)

October 13, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
(NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that
involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along
the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been
assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to already built or funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and
would provide safe, non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact
lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link together several
important natural areas that stand out as rare gems in a highly built environment.
The Nature Conservancy in Indiana also sees this project as a way of increasing support for conservation,
which we believe furthers our quality-of-life in Northwest Indiana.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and
its economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 219-9819183 or plabus@tnc.org.
Sincerely,

Paul Labus
Northwest Indiana Region Director

October 3, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our dedicated support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application for
$24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant
program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties,
seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to
connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been
assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would provide safe non-motorized
access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The
Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of
life for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
Visit Michigan City LaPorte is pleased to support the (TIGER) grant application for the Marquette Greenway that will provide funding for the
completion of this innovative project. We are interested in obtaining the (TIGER) grant because our local people and visitors have been
waiting for completion of this trail. This project will bring more visitors and raise awareness about our community.
We are hopeful that this request will be given thoughtful consideration and approval for Marquette Greenway, an attraction for which the
entire State of Indiana can be proud. Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people
and its economy in the heart of the rust belt.
If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 219-872-5055 or jack@michigancitylaporte.com.
Sincerely,

Jack L Arnett, Executive Director
Visit Michigan City LaPorte

October 13, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC)
application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The Marquette
Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of
Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete
the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would
provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and
mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link together a network of employment
centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the
region in whole.
All of us at Berkshire Hathaway Home Services, Koenig Rubloff Realty Group are thrilled about the prospects that
our community might someday be linked together via the Marquette Greenway. We stand in support of the
project.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its
economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at XXX-XXX-XXXX or
name@place.org/com.

Sincerely,

Rob Gow
Realtor

53 West Wall Street, Benton Harbor, MI 49022 • (269) 925-6100 • cstonealliance.org

October 12, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate Cornerstone Alliance’s strong support for the Northwestern Indiana
Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to the Department of
Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER)
grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive
partnership that involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana
Dunes National Lakeshore. The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision
to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo,
MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete the
remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of
land-uses, and would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments
that will positively impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The
Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an
economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the
region in whole.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a
people and its economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to
contact me at (269) 757-0201 or rcleveland@cstonealliance.org.
Sincerely,
Rob Cleveland, President, Cornerstone Alliance

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning
Commission (NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY
2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership
that involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore. The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago,
IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58
miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to
these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of landuses, and would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will
positively impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway would
also link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards
improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
The Friends of Harbor Country Trails strongly support this grant request. Our primary mission is
to provide safe hike and bike trails. This grant will certainly do that. In addition, in will provide
safe connections between Michigan, Indiana and Illinois. Also, our business community will
gain significant benefits from this grant.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a
people and its economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to
contact me at 269-469-9949 or arniefeinberg@hotmail.com.
Sincerely,
Arnie Feinberg
President-Friends of Harbor Country Trails

October 13, 2017

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
(NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that
involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along
the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has
been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and
would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact
lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link together a
network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life
for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and
its economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me.
Sincerely,

Millicent Huminsky
Executive Director

October 10, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
(NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY’ 2017 Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The Marquette
Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of
Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to
complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would
provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and
mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link together a network of employment
centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the
region in whole.
The Pokagon Fund is committed to the completion of this trail because of its potential long-term impact on the
economic, physical, and community health of New Buffalo, Three Oaks and Chikaming Townships, which
comprise our service area. Eventually, we envision a corridor of revitalized trail communities from New
Buffalo to South Haven and beyond, all reaping the benefit of trail-based tourism and recreation. There is no
shortage of research that measures a trail’s impact on local economies.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its
economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 269-469-9322, or,
jcocciarelli@pokagonfund.org.
Sincerely,
Janet Cocciarelli
Executive Director
1

Diane N. Pyshos
109 S. Franklin Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117
October 12, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate my strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC)
application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The Marquette
Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of
Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete
the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would
provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and
mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link together a network of employment
centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the
region in whole.
I am involved with the New Buffalo DDA and City leadership and was instrumental in bringing the New Buffalo
downtown Whittaker Streetscape project to fruition. This is only one part of the many important initiatives still
to be realized in our community. There appears to be the beginning of a migration of individuals and families to
our area and the Marquette Greenway will help in our placemaking efforts -- all designed to attract a stronger
base of permanent residents to support our towns, increase our school student population, shop in our retail
stores, and provide future leadership for our communities. We have volunteers working on this project and
eager to go to the next step!
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its
economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 312-909-9718 or
pyshos@msn.com. Please also visit my organization’s Facebook page, Forward New Buffalo, at
https://www.facebook.com/Forward-New-Buffalo-893130420786804/.

Sincerely,

Diane N. Pyshos

October 12, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning
Commission (NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership
that involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore. The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect
Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance
of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link
to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of landuses, and would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that
will positively impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway
would also link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst
towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum believes green infrastructure to be an increasingly
important asset for Michigan’s Great Southwest, and currently promotes such investments
through its programming, which touches employers, entrepreneurs, educators and elected
officials in the region.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a
people and its economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to
contact me at 269.588.0222 or dschoonmaker@wmsbf.org.
Thank you again for your support,
Daniel Schoonmaker
Director
West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum

West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum
P.O. Box 68696, Grand Rapids, MI 49516
www.wmsbf.org * info@wmsbf.org

October 6, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing on behalf of Adventure Cycling Association to indicate our strong support for the
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) TIGER application for $24,245,000 to
complete the remaining 30 miles of the 58-mile Marquette Greenway.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, and has assembled an impressive partnership that
involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The
Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has
been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway would become the routing for U.S. Bicycle Route 36,
which was officially approved by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation
Officials (AASHTO) in 2015. USBR 36 connects to U.S. Bicycle Routes 35, 37, and 10, which together
will form a complete bike route around Lake Michigan, a popular tourism destination. Providing safe
non-motorized access will attract bicycle tourism and its associated economic benefits to the businesses
and communities along the greenway.
The Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and will help to secure
investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The
Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst
towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its
economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 406-5322749 or ssnow@adventurecycling.org.
Sincerely,

Saara Snow
Travel Initiatives Coordinator

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to creating a
nationwide network of trails from former rail lines and connecting corridors to build
healthier places for healthier people.

October 13, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway TIGER Application
Dear Secretary Chao,
I am writing to express Rails-to-Trails Conservancy’s strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional
Planning Commission (NIRPC) application for $24,245,000 to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2017
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive & creative partnership that
involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The
Marquette Greenway represents a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore
of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a total distance of 58 miles. This TIGER grant has been assembled to
complete the remaining 30 miles that link the built or already funded segments.
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land uses and will
provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will promote inclusion and equity
to positively impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link
together a network of employment centers, serving as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of
life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. Importantly, this project actively supports regional public
health initiatives targeted at addressing obesity and chronic illness problems that limit productivity and
economic growth for businesses and communities along the trail.
It is notable that the Marquette Greenway will connect smaller communities with major municipalities,
delivering on an important goal of federally-funded transportation projects to involve rural areas. This trail
facilitates mobility for citizens of all backgrounds & abilities with a safe transportation alternative.
Having personally worked closely with NIRPC for over a decade, deepening a productive working relationship
between our organizations that spans more than 30 years, I am confident that the planning and execution of
the Marquette Greenway will continue to be characterized by innovation and high quality. Additionally, this
trail could be part of a larger active transportation network vision within the state, including the Great
American Rail-Trail, a proposed cross-country trail that will likely be routed through Indiana. Certainly, the
Indiana General Assembly’s current initiative to connect existing trails around the state, potentially developing
a 500-mile non-motorized loop, significantly increases the return on investment in the Marquette Greenway,
leveraging federal funds to promote state investment.
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize communities &
economies in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 614-837-6782
or eric@railstotrails.org.
Sincerely,
Eric Oberg
Midwest Director of Trail Development
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy

