
i2040 PLAN UPDATE COMPANION

May 2015

To the Residents of Northwest Indiana:

In 2011, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) approved the award-winning 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan -- the first such document with 
a vision for sustainable growth and development in Lake, Porter and LaPorte Counties.  The 2040 Plan represented an ambitious initiative to bring together the complex is-
sues which shape the three counties of Northwest Indiana, from transportation and the environment to economic development and regional stewardship & governance.  The 
overwhelming support for the 2040 Plan by the NIRPC Commission demonstrated our region’s mutual desire to provide the best possible planning practices to enhance the 
quality of life for our region’s citizens.

The 2040 Plan looks at transportation issues within a much broader, integrated framework of issues related to how our region grows into the future.  NIRPC is required by Fed-
eral mandate to update the region’s transportation plan (contained within the larger 2040 Plan) every four years.  To meet this requirement and ensure the 2040 Plan remains 
current and relevant for our future, NIRPC has adopted the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan Update Companion, which provides a snapshot of our regional advancements 
since 2011, as highlighted in all chapters of the plan.  The process towards the adoption of the Update Companion included extensive public outreach including a number of 
listening sessions with residents in the three county region.  Further input was gathered with the release of the draft document during several open houses ahead of its final 
adoption.  

The Update Companion does not attempt to rewrite the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan of 2011, but updates key elements while leaving intact its goals and objectives and a 
number of initiatives proposed to advance the vision of a more vibrant, revitalized, accessible and united region.

The Update Companion highlights a number of successes since the 2040 Plan was adopted, including the establishment of the “Creating Livable Centers” Initiative, the update 
to the Marquette Plan, and the adoption of Complete Streets policies.

Overall, the Update Companion continues to promote the vision of the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan, leaving in place key strategies to help provide guidance for our 
decision-makers at all levels of government.  The Update Companion keeps us on track for a bright future for Northwest Indiana, with your continued involvement critical to 
this success.

Sincerely,
 

Blair Milo
Mayor, City of LaPorte, and Chair, Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission

Letter from the Commission Chair
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