
November 16, 2013 

NIRPC; 

I am a south lake county Indiana resident. The Illiana Tollroad is proposed to run 3-1/2 miles north of 

my house. It is not something I am going to see or hear but I am very much opposed to the idea of 

including the Illiana in your 20/40 plan. 

The Illiana is a bad idea and I believe it will end up hurting the taxpayers of both states.  If this road is 

built it is not something that can be changed later. 

I think a much better alternative would be to complete I-394 that was started back in the 1960s and 
never finished. I-394 was intended to go to Danville, IL.  This would be a good route for Illinois trucks 
from the Chicago area to go down to I-74 where they can continue east to Indianapolis, IN and 
beyond.  It looks like that was the plan to start with and was never finished. 
 
The reason they are saying they need the Illiana is for the intermodal traffic coming from Elwood, 
Illinois. This intermodal facility was approved by a plan commission in Elwood and now has become a 
nuisance with all the trucks that can't get out of that area. This is a case of a plan commission 
approving something without thinking forward. 
 
This Illiana Tollway is going to eat up a lot of resources that could be better used in other areas of 
northwest Indiana.  
 
This is why I am asking you to vote no to including the Illiana in your 20/40 plan. 

Respectfully, 

Edward Linden                                                                                                                        Lowell, Indiana 
   
 
 
Comment Received via Fax 11-19-13 
Lloyd Sherwood, Lowell 
Related to email sent 11/19/13 
 
Agriculture will be hurt.  Looks like NIRPC has already voted yes, y what IDOT and states say! 
 
 
Comment Received via NIRPC Comment Line: 
Nov 14, 2013 
This road was deemed the “road to nowhere” or the “road to Peotone Airport.  A tremendous cost to 
the taxpayers.  A little used road, unnecessary.  Would like you to just say no to this road to nowhere.  
Let’s use the money toward building a South Shore to Lowell or Valparaiso; something we can use, 
permanent jobs.  This is temporary and taxpayers are going to foot the bill when this thing doesn’t 
live up to its standards.  It would be a continuous loser for as long as it’s leased to the taxpayers.  So 
who needs another toll road anyway?  Quit selling Indiana, please!  You are killing me! 
Paul Krvan (sp), Lowell 
 



November 19, 2013 

NIRPC; 

This road is not in my backyard. I am against tax money paying for a bad idea and there are 

thousands of signatures on petitions from people that agree with me; From Hammond, 

Highland, Dyer, Porter County, La Porte County and Illinois. It's not in their backyard either.  

The following information comes from Illiana studies and published interviews made by Illiana 

supporters. 

Tollroad Benefits 

TO THOSE WHO ARE STILL SAYING THE ILLIANA WILL RELIEVE TRAFFIC CONGESTION ON 80/94; THAT'S NOT 

TRUE.  WE ALL KNOW THE CAMBRIDGE STUDY SHOWS ONLY A 2.2% DECREASE IN TRAFFIC. IT ALSO PUTS 

ALMOST 15% MORE VEHICLES ON I-65 AND 35% MORE ON US 41 PER DAY.  INDIANA TRANSPORTATION 

MONEY WOULD HAVE TO BE USED TO WIDEN, REPAVE AND UPGRADE I-65 AND US41. ILLINOIS 

TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY ANN SCHNEIDER SAID $1.5 BILLION IN WORK WOULD BE NEEDED IN CONNECTING 

ROADS. 

Financing 

THE ILLIANA CORRIDOR PRESENTATION TO THE NIRPC TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE APRIL 9, 2013, PAGE 13 

SAYS "P3 TRANSFERS RISK/COST TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR".  THAT'S NOT TRUE EITHER.  IDOT JUST ISSUED A CALL 

FOR INVESTORS. THIS REQUEST CONFIRMED AVAILABILITY PAYMENT FINANCING. INDOT HAS CONFIRMED 

AVAILABILITY PAYMENT FINANCING. THIS MEANS A PRIVATE ENTITY INVESTS UPFRONT COSTS AND INDIANA AND 

ILLINOIS WILL MAKE YEARLY PAYMENTS TO THEM FOR MAKING THE ILLIANA "AVAILABLE" TO THE MOTORING 

PUBLIC. THE STATES HAVE TO MAKE UP ALL THE MONEY THE TOLLS WON'T COVER.  ILLINOIS HAS ALREADY SPENT 

$40 MILLION STUDYING THE PROJECT. ANN SCHNEIDER SAYS "UPFRONT COSTS COULD REACH $300 MILLION 

AND IT COULD TAKE 18 YEARS TO BREAK EVEN". IN A CRAIN'S ARTICLE, ANN SCHNEIDER CONCEDED THE STATE 

MIGHT HAVE TO PUT UP MORE THAN $600 MILLION OF ITS OWN MONEY TO BUILD THE ROADWAY. 

 

Ann also said "There would be little risk financially for the states.  If private investors don't 
see the proposed toll way as financially feasible, it will not be built".  That's not true. Why 
would we then have to guarantee payment?  With availability financing the investors can't 
lose! They are guaranteed their money.  When the tolls aren't enough, the taxpayers have to 
make up the lost money. What investor wouldn't take that deal?  This isn't a free road. This 
isn't free money.  This is a loan.  If the benefits of this road are so great the investors will be 
rolling in dough. Why do they need Indiana and Illinois to guarantee their money? Then after 
35 years they'll give the Illiana back to us when it will need major reconstruction and upkeep 
costing us even more. 
 
 



If this road is such a good deal why did Jim Pinkerton from INDOT say last week they just 
included widening 12 miles of I-65 between US 30 and Route 2 in the same package as the 
Illiana “to make it more attractive to investors”? 
 
Ann Schneider said $92.3 million has already been spent by IDOT for preliminary work, 
another $250 to $300 million in state funds will be needed for utility relocations and land 
acquisition and another $200 million may be needed to write down borrowing costs and 
"milestone" payments. IDOT projects operating/debt service subsidies up to $28 million the 
first year with some possibly required as long as 15 years. What happens to Indiana's side of 
the Illiana when Illinois can't make its payments? 
 

JOBS 
Illiana supporters told us for years the Illiana would create 28,000 jobs.  That's not true.  

Again, Ann conceded that's "job years", not total new jobs.  She said over the 30 year period 

covered by a Sept. 27th analysis by IDOT, an estimated 940 more people would hold full time 

jobs than if the road was never built. 940! Not 28,000!  It would be more cost effective with 

less negative impact to pay people to dig a big hole and then cover it back up again. We don't 

need to make up work. There are good union jobs already needed in your 20/40 Plan. 

A lot of time and money went into NIRPC and CMAPs award winning 20/40 plans.  Nobody 

from either group decided the Illiana was the way to go.  If you vote yes to the Illiana, what 

does that say about the people who were paid to develop and approve these plans?  Who's 

wrong?  NIRPC? CMAP? Or the Illiana? 

Former Governor Daniels and Governor Pence are strongly pushing this road. Everybody 
knows neither Governor has any use for Lake County. They blew up the Cline Ave Bridge and 
said they'd build us a new one. Governor Daniels came to Griffith High School and told an 
auditorium full of taxpayers "you deserve all the crooked politicians you can vote for".  
Recently Governor Pence cut the ribbon on a new intermodal in Indianapolis to help Indiana 
businesses save money by bypassing Chicago area shipping facilities.  What's he talking 
about?  THAT'S US! That's Lake County. That's the only thing this Illiana is for.  If Governor 
Pence wants to bypass Chicago why should we put a toll road through Lake County? 
 

An imagined benefit to one Indiana City or one Town in one County at the expense of every 
other Indiana taxpayer, city, town and county is wrong! 
 

It seems like the Illiana supporters are drinking the Illiana propaganda Kool Aid. The flavor has 
been changed 4 times trying to get everybody to like it.  First it was for 80/94 traffic relief (not 
true), then it was for jobs (not true), then it was for economic growth (not true) and now 
IDOT admits it's to "facilitate Illinois intermodal truck traffic”. 
 

Big business wants to buy a corn field in the middle of nowhere with no infrastructure, build 
an intermodal and then expects everybody else to pay for the expressways for their trucks. 



 

Is your voting criteria supposed to be based on whether the Illiana conforms to NIRPC's 2040 
Plan? The main plan goals are rejuvenating northern urban centers and eliminating urban 
sprawl.  The Illiana does not fit the plan you adopted! 
 

Your vote should not be based on politics. This isn't a game of Monopoly. This is a major 
mistake that can't be taken back. 
 

This is a project that nobody would touch for 100 years with massive negative impact and 
little benefit. After hearing how the facts, the numbers and the benefits have now changed, 
how can anybody rationalize this road?  Keep your local transportation money for your local 
communities. Please vote no and stop this now. 
 

There are better options out there.  They're already in NIRPC's existing award winning 20/40 
plan. 
 

Respectfully, 

Sandy Linden 

  

  



Comment Received via NIRPC Comment Line: 
Nov 19, 2013 - It seems like NIRPC already voted to add the Illiana to the 2040 Plan.  The state seems 
to think so.  At CMAP on 11/8, the state was looking for investors and on 11/12 INDOT is looking for 
investors.  In today’s Times it says the states want a disadvantaged business enterprise for the Illiana 
Project.  The state already acts like it received the OK from NIRPC.  I thought you were not to be 
controlled by politics, but it sure seems like politics is taking over.  I say NO to the Illiana and I want to 
see politics stay out of this and make a decision that is best for Indiana.  Taxes should be used for 
Indiana roads. 
Lloyd Sherwood, Lowell 
 
Comment Received via NIRPC Comment Line: 
Nov 19, 2013 – I oppose the Illiana.  It is a road to nowhere.  I do not see any extra traffic here at all.  
There are roads in existence:  Rt. 10 can be widened, I-65 can be widened.  Trains are needed to 
downtown Chicago from Lowell and Valparaiso.  There are many other places you can be spending 
money other than a road to another state’s Peotone Airport.  It would be an injustice to all the people 
of Indiana where you are totally bypassing your own Gary Airport for somebody else’s just for the 
sake of spending the government’s money and our money and wasting it on tolls which have not 
been proven by any of your estimations to be a viable source of income for Indiana.  Now the 
destruction of farmland, putting up a “Berlin Wall”, these do not sit very well with the taxpayers.  
Remember that you are public servants and keep this in mind when you build a road just for truck 
traffic and intermodal, which I will call “import-modal” facilities from Wilmington and Elwood, Illinois.  
It does not serve Indiana and it only serves Illinois much more.  Thank you for your NO vote.   
Jim Cisnar(sp), Lowell 
 
Comment Received via NIRPC Comment Line: 
Nov 19, 2013 
I oppose the Illiana for reasons shown in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan from NIRPC that states we 
need to upkeep roads and highways and infrastructure in the northern part of Lake County and keep 
intact our farmlands, our wetlands and our wooded areas.  It would be a great move if NIRPC turned 
down this road to nowhere.  It will not benefit Indiana in any way.  There is no way there will be 
16,000 jobs created.  Crains’ Chicago Business magazine quoted that the actual belief is it will create 
only about 900 jobs and that would be over a 10-15 year period.  The toll road is not needed, it is a 
fiasco and I hope all NIRPC members will vote against it.  Thank you. 
Dan Blankenship, Lowell 
 
EMAIL COMMENT 

From: waynetb [waynetb@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 1:55 PM 

To: Nirpc; comments 
Subject: Illiana Expressway Project - Public Comment 

Dear NIRPC, 
  

Your "Growth and Revitalization Vision" states that you "recognize the possible increase of a approximately 

170,000 people in the next 30 years." 
  

I ask this fine organization to please explain how the first statement in support of your vision is the expectation 
that the area will add an additional 170,000 people over the next 30 years when Census Data states that the 

population of Lake County has decreased from 513,269 in 1960 to 496,005 in 2010.  That is a 50 year timeline 

that shows ZERO POPULATION GROWTH. 



  
I did not present the Census Data of Porter or LaPorte Counties as they are not impacted by the proposed 

Illiana Project.  In fact, Porter County voted against the project. 
  

Are you using the same actuaries that continually overestimate the rate of return to purposefully understate 
unfunded pension obligations? 

  

I urge the NIRPC to vote this absurd idea down.  We don't need additional roads, we need better built roads 
and bridges. 

 
--  

Thanks, 

Wayne T. Bartelmann, Jr. 

 
  



 
 

Northwest Indiana Building and Construction Trades Council Resolution 

Supporting the Construction of the IIIiana Expressway 

 
WHEREAS, the IIIiana Expressway is a project of both regional and national significance to minimize the 

impact of traffic on local roads, minimize environmental impacts, increase the export of U.S. and Indiana based 

goods, and support the further development of transportation and logistics facilities in Indiana and Illinois; and 

 
WHEREAS, the transportation link created by the IIIiana Expressway Is essential to the movement of 

freight and agricultural products more efficient and to alleviate truck traffic congestion on 194 and 1-80 and other 

surrounding roads in the area; and 

 
WHEREAS, the construction of the IIIiana Expressway will help alleviate the deterioration of existing roads in 

the area including 1-94; and 

 
WHEREAS, population and employment forecasts show strong growth in the area surrounding the 

proposed IIIiana Expressway over the next 30 years; and 

 
WHEREAS, local truck trips made entirely within the project area are expected to increase by 228% 

between 2010 and 2040; and 

 
WHEREAS, the construction of the IIIiana Expressway will spur economic development and provide an 

effective transportation corridor for moving goods and commodities from and to Indiana; and 

 
WHEREAS, the construction of the IIIiana Expressway will create new long-term job opportunities for 

Indiana based companies that surround the area proposed for construction of the IIIiana Expressway; and 

 
WHEREAS, the construction of the IIIiana Expressway will create new short-term job opportunities for 

Indiana based companies that will participate in the construction of the project. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Northwest Indiana Building and Construction Trades Council supports 

the construction of the  IIIiana Expressway as follows: 
 

 
 
 

                                     I 

Chris Hernandez Dated: 
 

NWI BCTC President 
 

 

               11-19-13  
 

Douglas Strayer Dated: 

 
NWI BCTC Secretary/Treasurer 

 
  



 

 NOV 18 2013 
 
 

Mr. Ty Warner, Executive Director 

Northwestern Indiana Regional 

Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, IN 46368 

 
Re: Proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC's 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) 

 
Dear Mr. Warner: 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC’s proposed amendment to include 

the Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  I would like to express that I am strongly in favor 

of this project, and it is needed for many reasons. 

 
Northwest Indiana is a fast-growing region, and it will only continue to grow. It is an attractive 

place to live and work, and it is no wonder that people and businesses continue to move here. In 

order for Northwest Indiana to continue to flourish, smart infrastructure investments like the 

Illiana Corridor must be made right now before it is too late. The existing corridors provide good 

routes for north-south travel through the area, but there is a lack of comparable east-west routes 

south ofl-80/94. The project will create a better grid network for Northwest Indiana and allow 

them easier access around the region. 

 
As Northwest Indiana continues to grow, it is inevitable that traffic and congestion will keep 

growing with it. The Illiana Expressway project provides a unique opportunity for this area to 

address current and future congestion problems by making this investment while it is still 

economically feasible. The more that an area develops, the more expensive it becomes to widen 

and maintain the existing roads, nonetheless fund a new highway. 

 
The Illiana Corridor project provides Indiana with a great opportunity to invest in our future, and 

the time to act is now. Please vote to add the Illiana Corridor into the GO TO 2040 

comprehensive regional plan. 

 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this important project.  

 

Sincerely,  

    Darryl M.,  Gary, IN 

 



 

 
 
 
 

Mr. Ty Warner, Executive Director 

Northwestern Indiana Regional 

Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, IN 46368 

NOV 18 2013 

 

Re: Proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC's 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) 

 
Dear Mr. Warner: 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC' s proposed amendment to include  

the Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  The Illiana project is a very important and exciting 

project for the region, and I hope that you will consider adding it into your Plan. 

 
The Governors of Illinois and Indiana have been long supporters of this project, which will 

provide a bypass for cars and trucks around Northwest Indiana, stimulate the economy by 

creating jobs, and be the next of many public-private partnerships (P3) of its kind in Indiana. 

 
P3 projects are the way of the future. Indiana has already used this model successfully for several 

projects in the state including the Chicago Skyway project and the Ohio River Bridges project. 

P3 projects tend to be built faster, cheaper, and more efficiently than traditional highway 

projects. It allows the states to build a great project like the Illiana Corridor with less tax dollars, 

allowing taxpayers to realize all of the benefits of the project at a fraction of the cost. 

 
And with the Illiana Corridor, there will be a multitude of benefits. In the early stages, the 

construction of the project will put so many people to work. It will be a much-needed stimulus to 

the economy, which is still suffering from the effects of the recent recession.  Once the road is 

built, the benefits only keep growing for both the local communities and the entire region. Local 

communities will benefit from the reduced number of trucks on their local roads, improving their 

quality of life and allowing their residents to drive around with less congestion. Regionally, the 

Illiana Corridor will take cars and trucks off of I-80/94, alleviating the current congestion 

problems that it has today and improving traffic throughout the entire Northwest Indiana 

roadway system. Additionally, the Illiana Corridor will provide better access to jobs in 

Northwest Indiana, providing long-term economic benefits that will have a ripple effect on the 

economy for the entire region. 

 
With all of these benefits and the opportunity for a P3 to take on some of the cost of building the 

road, it's a win-win situation for the state and the taxpayers who will benefit from the road. 

Please add this project into the CMAP Go to 2040 Plan. 
 

 
Gary, IN



NOV 1 8 2013 
 
 
 

Mr. Ty Warner, Executive Director 

Northwestern Indiana Regional 

Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, IN 46368 

 
Re: Proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC's 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) 

 
Dear Mr. Warner: 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC's proposed amendment to include 

the Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  I would like to express that I am strongly in favor 

of this project, and it is needed for many reasons. 

 
Northwest Indiana is a fast-growing region, and it will only continue to grow. It is an attractive 

place to live and work, and it is no wonder that people and businesses continue to move here. In 

order for Northwest Indiana to continue to flourish, smart infrastructure investments like the 

Illiana Corridor must be made right now before it is too late. The existing corridors provide good 

routes for north-south travel through the area, but there is a lack of comparable east-west routes 

south ofl-80/94. The project will create a better grid network for Northwest Indiana and allow 

them easier access around the region. 

 
As Northwest Indiana continues to grow, it is inevitable that traffic and congestion will keep 

growing with it. The Illiana Expressway project provides a unique opportunity for this area to 

address current and future congestion problems by making this investment while it is still 

economically feasible. The more that an area develops, the more expensive it becomes to widen 

and maintain the existing roads, nonetheless fund a new highway. 

 
The Illiana Corridor project provides Indiana with a great opportunity to invest in our future, and 

the time to act is now. Please vote to add the Illiana Corridor into the GO TO 2040 

comprehensive regional plan. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this important project. 

Sincerely, 

Fred Millet, Gary IN 



 
 

 

h 

 

-/I 
NOV I8 2013 

 
Deborah Trump 

3681 West 1691
 

 
 
Avenue 

Lowell, IN 46356 
 

November 13, 2013 

To: Members of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission 

My name is Deborah Trump; and, I am a resident of Lowell, Indiana. 

I moved to Lowell from Crown Point several years ago to improve my quality of life. 

I worked 15+ years in Chicago, travelling back and forth each day; and, it was time for me to get 

away from the hustle & bustle of urban life and breathe clean, fresh air. 
 

I have seen many reports published that indicate one of the challenges of Northwest Indiana 

is the growing population in the region's rural areas; but, I have never seen published 

comments from residents explaining their reason for the move. Many of the residents of 

Lowell I have come in contact with have expressed the same reason for locating in South Lake 

County, "a better quality of life." Therefore, I am asking (or your support in voting "NO" to 

amend the 2040 CRP to include the Illiana Expressway (Toll Road) project. 
 

Northwest Indiana needs to focus on revitalization and redevelopment of the region's core areas 

such as Gary, Hammond and East Chicago. To move our region towards a more vibrant and 

prosperous future, we must develop strategies that take advantage of existing infrastructures, 

develop transit options that reduce the need for automobiles and protect productive farmland. 

Our success depends upon "thinking outside the box." Simply building another expressway that 

will solely benefit Illinois is not the answer for Indiana. 
 

During an August 6, 2013 meeting, Mr. Steve Schilke, IDOT Project Manager, finally admitted 

to a group of elected officials, business people and residents that the development of the Illiana 

was never intended to benefit any resident or community along the corridor. The primary 

purpose of the road was to move truck traffic from the intermodal terminals and warehouses in 

Wilmington, Elwood and Joliet in Illinois to I-65 in Indiana. He further stated that the growth 

along the corridor would be the same whether or not the road was built. And, trucks would not be 

required to use the Illiana. Therefore, there was no guarantee the reduction of truck traffic on 



alternative roadways would occur. Common sense would dictate that today's truck drivers would 

continue to utilize alternative roadways which do not require additional out-of-pocket costs. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For those truck drivers travelling from north to south on I-65 in Indiana, again, common sense 

would dictate they would bypass the Illiana and utilize Route 10. 

 

It is very difficult to find any information from any agency that states in no uncertain terms that 

the Illiana would be a benefit to Indiana.  What it will do that is critical to the success of 

Northwest Indiana is remove acres and acres of prime, productive farmland. 

 

As a resident of Northwest Indiana, one of the objectives I was proud to see stated in the 2040 

CRP is the development of local food systems. This is "thinking outside the box!" For 1 in 7 in 

our communities, Lake and Porter Counties, hunger is a daily challenge. Those individuals 

impacted are children, families and seniors. This statistic should be unacceptable for Northwest 

Indiana, as well as, the State of lndiana. No US citizen should ever go to bed hungry. Food is 

essential for supporting the health of individuals and communities. The development of local 

food systems will allow individuals access to high quality produce and the ability to make 

healthy food choices. In the future, this strategy could have the potential to reduce health care 

costs. But, in order to benefit from such a strategy, prime, productive farmland must be 

protected. 
 

One of the most compelling reports I have read came from the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 

Planning in July 2013. It did not include any additional information that residents of the 

communities impacted in Illinois and Indiana had not already stated to INDOT and IDOT; but, 

the information was presented in a single format. The report did not favor moving forward with 

the project with some specific reasons cited of underestimated costs and overstated usage. 

If you have not had an opportunity to read the report, I urge you to do so before casting your 

vote. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Northwest Indiana is comprised of South Lake County- Agriculture and North Lake County 

Industry. It has worked; and, it will continue to work provided strategies are implemented that 

make sense and benefit Indiana residents. The success of Northwest Indiana lies in the 

revitalization and redevelopment of core communities such as Gary, Hammond and East Chicago. 

We must invest and fix existing infrastructures and assets. We must protect farmland, natural 

resources and ecosystems. And, above all, we must implement strategies that will provide a better 

quality of life for the residents of Indiana (NOT Illinois). 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Deborah Trump 



 

 

 
 

 
Mr. Ty Warner, Executive Director 

Northwestern Indiana Regional 

Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, IN 46368 

NOV 18 2013 

 

Re: Proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC's 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) 

 
Dear Mr. Warner: 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC’s proposed amendment to include 

the Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-201 7 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  I would like to express that I am strongly in favor 

of this project, and it is needed for many reasons. 

 
Northwest Indiana is a fast-growing region, and it will only continue to grow. It is an attractive 

place to live and work, and it is no wonder that people and businesses continue to move here. In 

order for Northwest Indiana to continue to flourish, smart infrastructure investments like the 

Illiana Corridor must be made right now before it is too late. The existing corridors provide good 

routes for north-south travel through the area, but there is a lack of comparable east-west routes 

south ofl-80/94. The project will create a better grid network for Northwest Indiana and allow 

them easier access around the region. 

 
As Northwest Indiana continues to grow, it is inevitable that traffic and congestion will keep 

growing with it. The Illiana Expressway project provides a unique opportunity for this area to 

address current and future congestion problems by making this investment while it is still 

economically feasible. The more that an area develops, the more expensive it becomes to widen 

and maintain the existing roads, nonetheless fund a new highway. 

 
The Illiana Corridor project provides Indiana with a great opportunity to invest in our future, and 

the time to act is now. Please vote to add the Illiana Corridor into the GO TO 2040 

comprehensive regional plan. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this important project. 

Sincerely, 

David Oram, Valparaiso



 
 

                                                                                                                                                                NOV I-8 2013 
 

 
 
 

Mr. Ty Warner, Executive Director 

Northwestern Indiana Regional 

Planning Commission 

61 00 Southport Road 

Portage, IN 46368 

 
Re: Proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC's 2040 Comprehensive 

Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-201 7 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

 
Dear Mr. Warner: 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC's proposed amendment to include the Illiana 

Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP).  This is a much-needed project for Northwest Indiana and the entire region. 

It will help relieve traffic in Northwest Indiana and provide a much-needed boost to the economy. I fully 

support this plan amendment and hope that when the December vote comes, NIRPC will add the Illiana 

into the GO TO 2040 Plan. 

 
Anyone who drives through the area where the Illiana is proposed can't help but notice the huge number 

of trucks coming out of the industrial facilities and across its highways. The Illiana will help get trucks off 

the local roads and onto a highway that is meant to handle them. These trucks are causing the local roads 

to deteriorate faster than expected. Without a main road to serve as a collector here, Northwest Indiana 

will have major problems in the future trying to maintain their existing roads. 

 
Beyond the maintenance problems, these trucks are already causing congestion and it will only continue 

to get worse. The people of Northwest Indiana deserve a relief valve for all of the congestion that 

affects their daily commutes. Many of the trucks that go through this area are only passing through, on 

their way to other destinations and looking for a way to avoid Chicago and I-80/94 altogether. The Illiana 

would provide them with a fast east-west link between Illinois and Indiana, allowing them to enjoy a 

more peaceful environment. 

 
Lastly The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) estimated that the corridor will generate $3.87 

billion in long-term economic impacts by 2048 and save $10.2 million per year in travel time for the region. 

And, generate 1,097 short-term jobs from 2015 to 2018, including 571 construction jobs; t h e  project will 

add $667 million (in 2018 dollars) to the Indiana economy and pay out $362 million in total compensation 

to workers.  While the construction phase itself will generate $13.1 million in tax revenues to state and 

local governments by 2018. During these challenging economic times, a project like this could really help 

turn things around for so many people looking to get back to work. 

 
I fully support the Illiana project, and hope you will add it into the NIRPC GO TO 2040 Plan in December. 

The project will benefit the residents of Northwest Indiana, the skilled workforce of lndiana, and the 

entire region by relieving traffic and creating jobs. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 



 

PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
1ST DISTRICT I N D I A N A  

 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

RANKING MEMBER, DEFENSE ENERGY 

A N D   WATER  DEVELOPMENT 

CONGRESSIONAL STEE L  CAUCUS 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

 

U.S. HOUSE LAW ENFORCEMENT 
CAUCUS 

 
 
 

Congress o f  the United States 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC      20515-1401 

 
 
 

November 14, 2013 

2256 RAYBURN BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-1401 

(202) 225-2461 

 
7895 BROADWAY, SUITE A 

MERRILLVILLE.  IN 46410 

12191795-1844 
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NOV 1 8 2013 

 

 
Mr. Ty Warner 

Executive Director 

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, Indiana  46368 

Dear Mr. Warner: 

I write in support of the inclusion of the proposed Illiana Expressway into the 

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission's (NIRPC) 2040 Comprehensive Regional 

Plan. 

 
As you are aware, legislators in the Indiana General Assembly and the Illinois General 

Assembly have passed legislation to create the private/public partnership for the construction and 

operation of the proposed Illiana Expressway.  I support this project because I believe that it will 

improve travel conditions and enhance economic opportunities throughout Northwest Indiana.  It 

is my expectation that the communities affected by the roadway will continue to provide input 

into the development of the corridor to ensure compliance with existing local ordinances and 

wise land use planning. 

 
It is anticipated the Illiana Expressway will relieve truck and other vehicular traffic on 

U.S. 30 and the Borman Expressway.  Any effort to alleviate existing congestion along Interstate 

80/94 will benefit the communities within this corridor, making these areas more attractive to 

businesses who wish to capitalize upon their proximity to the interstates and the lakeshore. 

Improving travel conditions along Interstate 80/94 by investing in our transportation 

infrastructure will enhance the economic competitiveness of Northwest Indiana among the Great 

Lakes states. 

 
Further, the construction of this project will create good-paying jobs for those in the 

building and construction trades, and will complement the existing transportation infrastructure 

within the region and enhance access to employment opportunities.  These benefits will improve 

the economic health of Northwest Indiana by enhancing the mobility of goods and our most 

valuable commodity, our workforce. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS 

http://visclosky/


 
 

 

 
It is my hope that the NIRPC Board of Commissioners will give the proposed Illiana Expressway the 

consideration it deserves.  Please do not hesitate to contact me should you be in need of any additional 

information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter J. Visclosky 
Member of Congress 
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6100 Southport· Portage, IN 46368 •  219.763.6303 P h o n e · 219.763 .2653 Fax· www.nwiforum .org 
 

November 18, 2013 
 

Mayor Dave Uran, Chairman 

Mr. Ty Warner, Executive Director 

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning 

Commission 6100 Southport Road 

Portage, IN 46368 
 

RE: Support for Construction of the IIIiana 
 

Dear Chairman Uran and Mr. Warner, 
 

 
The Northwest Indiana Forum (Forum) is the regional economic development organization and the voice of 

business leadership for the 7-county area. The Forum, representing more than 125 members and over $40 

billion in economic activity, is focused on economic growth, creating and retaining high quality, high 

paying jobs and capital investment in harmony with the environment. 

 
To that end, the Forum fully supports the construction of the IIIiana. An additional major roadway will 

provide construction jobs, new business development opportunities, strengthen existing businesses and 

enhance tourism while minimizing current and future congestion which has an added environmental benefit 

of reduced air pollution. 

 
With infrastructure driving economic opportunities, improved travel times will result in lower 

transportation costs for existing industries and businesses and will position Northwest Indiana for increased 

visitors and new business development, expansion and/or relocation resulting in jobs and investment. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on this important regional issue. The Forum is 

committed to working with members, regional stakeholders and others to continue to move Northwest 

Indiana forward. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Chair, Board of 

Directors Northwest 

Indiana Forum 

 
 
 

 

 

Dewey Pearman 

Chair, Public 

Policy 

Northwest Indiana Forum 

 



 

 

 

JR DP/kml 
 
 
 

The Northwest Indiana Forum is the regional economic development organization dedicated to jobs and 
capital investment in harmony with the environment for Lake, Porter, LaPorte, Starke, Jasper, 

Newton and Pulaski Counties. 

  



 

NOV 19 2013 

 
Rent-II-Crane 

 
 

 
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission  

Attention: Illiana Expressway Public Comment 

6100 Southport Rd. 

Portage, IN 46368 November18, 2013 

RE: Public comment in support of proposed expressway 

As a corporate citizen, I, on behalf of Central Rent-A-Crane and the ALL Family of 

Companies, North America's largest privately owned crane rental company, want to 

express my firm belief in the value and worth of the proposed Illiana Expressway 

expansion. 

 
As you may realize, ALL has maintained a long-term presence in the area since 1946, as 

Central Contractor Service in Illinois and Central Rent-A Crane in Indiana. In 1978, we 

joined the ALL Family of Companies and consolidated our business to best serve the 

area. It is therefore in our interest as longtime residents and business owners to support 

this project. 

 
I believe that the Illiana expansion will not only benefit the immediate local economy by 

providing approximately 1,688 construction jobs, but will also increase tourist 

accessibility to the area by decreasing existing truck traffic currently experienced on I90, 

I80 and Route 30 through the area. The jobs are important for our Local150 and for 

Central Crane. The reduction in traffic congestion is good for everyone in the region. 

 
Significant congestion currently impedes the free flow not only of truck traffic, but also 

of passenger cars. The Illiana expansion would address that issue, for example, by 

cutting 25 miles (and approximately 25 minutes) off the current I65 through to I55 

corridor, thus improving the desirability of the route. 

 
I further believe that the tax base will be positively affected by the freight storage 

facilities likely to increase along the new route. Additionally, as a toll way, the new path 

will pay for itself and be self-sustaining. 

 
As it stands currently, truck drivers are already working to avoid the existing route. This 

burdens the surrounding roads and adds congestion to areas that were not designed to 

accommodate trucks and heavy equipment. Freeing up the corridor will allow for new 

business growth intended to service the new route -businesses such as service stations, 

restaurants, and even hotels. 

 
It is my hope that the creation of a significant number of jobs, plus the desirability of 

offering a shortcut for transport trucks, will positively influence the Northwest 



 

 
 

Planning Commission in deciding to support this project. There is no doubt that this 

expansion will prove to be a boon to the region, and therefore should be approved. 
 

 
 

Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 

Ed Kocsis, General 

Manager Central Rent-A-

Crane, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
Cc: Michael L. Liptak, President 

ALL Erection & Crane Rental 

Corp. 

 

  



 

      NOV 19 2013 

NORTHWEST INDIANA FEDERATION OF LABOR 

 AFL-CIO 
 
 

Northern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, Indiana 46368 

 
November 15, 2013 

 

Dear Northern Indiana Regional Planning Commission Board Members, 

 
The Northwest Indiana Federation of Labor is the Central Labor Council for Lake and 

Porter Counties. As the Central Labor Council for our area, the Northwest Indiana Federation 

of Labor convenes over 60 local unions and constituency groups and is the local governing 

body representing the State and National AFL-CIO. As such, it is the Northwest Indiana 

Federation of Labor's duty and responsibility to weigh in on matters that will affect our 

affiliates, members, and the community at large. Thus, on behalf of our Body, the Northwest 

Indiana Federation of Labor strongly supports the development of the IIIiana Expressway. 
 

The creation of the new IIIiana Expressway will benefit the entire Northwest Indiana/ 

Greater Chicago region as a whole, as well as improve the area's economic situation on many 

levels. The direct creation of construction jobs will aid Indiana's stagnant employment rate. 

Further, thousands of long- term ancillary jobs will be created. Traffic on this new corridor 

will draw consumers into existing communities thus creating new opportunities for 

commercial and industrial growth. In addition, more efficient and effective land 

transportation will better utilize our other transportation components such as the Gary-

Chicago Airport and the Port of Indiana. Likewise, freight will move more efficiently from 

multiple intermodal areas, better connecting our existing industries to new economic 

opportunities. 
 

This project is long overdue and needs to move forward. It is time to move from 

planning to implementation. The Northwest Indiana Federation of Labor strongly endorses 

this project and heartily encourages each Board Member to support this project with a "yes" 

vote. 
 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Dan Murchek 
 

 

CC:  Interim Director Steve Strains 



 

Comment Received via NIRPC Comment Line: 
Nov 19, 2013 
I am against the Illiana because I think it will divide the county in half.  Thank you. 
Dale Smith, Lowell 
 
Comment Received via NIRPC Comment Line: 
Nov 20, 2013 
I don’t think that we need a toll road.  We need roads fixed up so we can drive decently.  We 
do not want this town to grow.  We want to keep it like it is.  All you people want to do is run 
over us.  I am sick and tired of it.  No one will use the toll road.  Truckers won’t use it.  Nobody 
is going to pay that toll. 
V. Platenet (sp) 
 
Comment Received via NIRPC Comment Line: 
Nov 20, 2013 
You are taking prime farmland, which is ridiculous.  You will never pay people what their farms 
are worth.  Secondly, truckers will not use this road.  They will keep using our secondary roads 
because they will not pay a toll.  We don’t need another road.  You can’t take care of what you 
got in the state of Indiana.  If you want to do a road, take the toll road up north whre they 
want it. 
Cynthia Clinton, Fletcher Farm Enterprises, Lowell 
 
Comment Received via NIRPC Comment Line: 
Nov 20, 2013 
I am a south Lake County voter and citizen for over 50 years.  It is disgusting that you are taking 
away people’s houses and prime residence for progress.   Stick that (stuff) up north, will you? 
 

Comment Received via NIRPC Comment Line: 
Nov 20, 2013 
I am against the Illiana Tollway.  I have a lot of questions I never got any real answers to.  Why 
does Indiana want to sell out and make Illinois better?  To me, they do not care about Lake 
County.  We need to fix the roads we have now and bring the work here, not take it over to 
Illinois.  Thank you. 
Evelyn Ducarie(sp)  



 

 
 

 
 

 

NOV 2 0 2013 

         

 

United States Steel Corporation 

1575 Adler Circle, Suite E 

Portage, IN 46368 

Phone: 219 888 4886, Fax: 219 762 1599 

 
Jill E. Ritchie 

Director of Public Policy and 

Governmental Affairs         
 

November 18, 2013 

 
Northwest Indiana Regional Planning 

Commission Attention: Illiana Expressway 

Public Comment 6100 Southport Road 

Portage, Indiana 46368 

 
RE:  Comments regarding IIliana Expressway 
 
United States Steel Corporation (U. S. Steel) is an integrated steel producer with operations in 

Northwest Indiana employing approximately 6,000 employees. U.S. Steel appreciates the efforts 

undertaken by the States of Indiana and Illinois to address the future transportation needs of the 

region.  Furthermore, we appreciate the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning 

Commission’s (NIRPC) effort t o  include stakeholders in the process. 

 
Without comment on the route or other details of the Illiana project, U.S. Steel supports the 

construction of effective and efficient transportation infrastructure. A globally competitive economy 

relies on a strong roadway system. The Illiana will only make this region more competitive by 

providing the necessary infrastructure to move both goods and people. As a company, U. S. Steel 

relies heavily on our roadway system to move our product and serve our customers. 

 
Additionally, steel is the best choice of material for the construction of roadways.  Road 

construction requires steel plate and reinforcing rebar. Light poles, guardrails, and road signs are 

also made of steel. The steel industry continue· to be challenged by the current global economy and 

projects such as the Illiana will assist our industry. 

 
U. S. Steel is appreciative of NIRPC's attention to this important issue. If you have any questions 

regarding input on behalf of United States Steel Corporation, please do not hesitate to contact me at 

jeritchie@uss.com or 2 19-841-7469. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

Policy and Governmental Affairs  



 

 NOV 2 0 2013 
16381 Jackson Street 

Lowell, IN  46356 

    August 26, 2013 
 

NEED OR WANT 
 

YES, we understand the construction industry wants to build things. 
 

YES, it creates jobs (temporary); 
 

BUT, we will have to make up the difference when it doesn’t live 

up to its potential 
 

The proposed Illiana Toll way have kept this construction industry in jobs (studies and 

engineering) for approximately four (4) years at a cost to the taxpayers well over 

$40million And after sitting in all four PowerPoint presentations to sell the toll road, 

they have failed to prove a need for a toll road. By their own studies the road would 

only reduce traffic on the Borman by 2.4 percent. At first we were told that it was about 

cross traffic; then later that was dismissed because information later proved there wasn't 

as much as anticipated. Then we were informed that it was because of "truck traffic" 

from an intermodal facility in Wilmington, Illinois and Elwood, Illinois. The Chicago 

Tribune (Sunday, August 25, 2013) had an article about the City of Elwood, Illinois 

suing the intermodal companies for over exaggerating "expectations now...are a 

fantasy". They are suing a tax incentive financing deal that was supposed to net them 

profits; instead it netting them losses. Which means higher taxes and crowed local 

streets. Last, but not least, we were informed that this toll way would feed the Peotone 

Airport which  has been dead in the water  for approximately  30 years, of which they are 

trying to revive it. 
 

 

LET'S BUILD INDIANA! 
 

Senator Rick Niemeyer has introduced a Senate Bill #585 which would study the international 

airport at Gary, Indiana, a Lake Michigan water port, and a trauma center.  This would bring 

permanent jobs to Indiana.  Other considerations, like South Shore services to Lowell and 

Valparaiso (right away already in place); this would relieve congestions from roads.  Also, 

widening of Route 10 to four lanes is already in place and would parallel the proposed tollway. 
 

 

Why are we building a feeder road to Illinois?  Remember, to fund this road, you have to prove 

NEED, not WANT- KEEP MONEY IN INDIANA!  VOTE NO 
 

Sincerely, 
James A. Cizmar 



 

EMAIL 
From: Sandy  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 5:16 PM 

To: comments@nirpc.org  
Subject: NIRPC Transportation Committee meeting 

  
At Tuesday’s NIRPC Transportation Committee meeting Nov 19, 2013 a Congestion 
Management Analysis report was given on the Illiana.  For the Illiana process to continue this 
report had to show congestion improvement. The Transportation Policy Committee would 
then have to approve this report or the Illiana project would not continue.  As stated by the 
presenter, the analysis showed the east/west corridors would still be highly congested if the 
Illiana was built and the Illiana would take jobs away from the 80/94 corridor!  There would be 
a slight improvement in congestion, “it doesn’t have to be great, just better”.  In order to come 
up with this slight improvement result the analysis used a 12 cents per mile toll. That’s half of 
what Illinois is saying the tolls could be.  Route 2 and Route 231 were surprisingly included in 
the analysis being compared to 80/94 and US 30.  Route 2 doesn’t go straight to the Illinois 
state line and 231 ends at US 41.  How can you do traffic models comparing 2 lane roads with 
main thoroughfares?  It seemed as figures and comparisons were chosen in order to provide a 
technically favorable result instead of realistic numbers being analyzed to show the true 
outcome.  Although slight, it was enough to pass congestion management criteria and go 
before a NIRPC Transportation Committee vote.  It is disheartening that this biased analysis 
would be accepted and passed by a yes vote of 8 out of 19 votes.  Sandy Linden 
 

 
 
EMAIL 
From: Harold & Pat Mussman [mailto:moose1942@airbaud.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 6:22 PM 
To: Steve Strains; Mary Thorne 
Subject: comments for the 2040 Plan 

 
Dear Members of the NIRPC Board, 
 
Tonight is the deadline for us to submit comments and we hope you will consider ours.  We 
attended the Transportation Committee meeting yesterday morning and made comments at 
that time that gave viable alternatives for funding that has been delegated for the ILLIANA 
project through legal changes to the appropriations. 
 

1. First we want to go on record stating that CMAP voted NO on including the ILLIANA in 
their Go To 2040 Plan.  The vote was 10-4-1 against.  The MPO committee was 
supposed to vote the same day, however IDOT Secretary Ann Schneider didn’t have the 
votes and the members available to vote so, since she chairs the MPO, she delayed 
their vote 8 days so she and Governor Quinn could pay and pressure voting members 
to vote for an amendment to the CMAP Go To 2040 Plan to include the ILLIANA.  On 
October 9 when CMAP voted we had 10 votes against the ILLIANA and 9 in favor.  By 

mailto:sandyclaus2000@att.net
mailto:comments@nirpc.org


 

the time the meeting was held and the vote taken on October 17, they had changed 
votes and won with an 11-8 vote in favor.  Please remember that CMAP, who was 
formed to determine the best plan for 2040 and they were marginalized.  PLEASE don’t 
allow that to happen with NIRPC. 

2. We sincerely want to see growth and jobs in Lake, Porter and La Porte Counties as well 
as southern Cook County and northern Will Counties in Illinois.  We feel that the best 
way to do this is through deconstruction of abandoned buildings and homes in the 
northern Lake County, construction of a trauma center, a port and a fast track for the 
Greater Gary/Chicago Airport.  Infrastructure is there, i.e, rail, expressway, water and 
roads/streets.  If funding would go to the cities to the north:  Gary, East Chicago, 
Whiting and Hammond, we could achieve these goals.  Making northern Lake County 
job friendly to a variety of businesses and manufacturers would bring tremendous 
revenue to Lake County and also to the state of Indiana.  We are a right to work state, 
we are tax friendly to business, so now we need to make the area development 
friendly.  Leaving the abandoned buildings and homes in place turns off those 
companies who might relocate here.  Creating so many construction jobs to remove 
these obstacles would be the shot in the arm that the region needs. 

3. Building a Trauma Center in Gary would not only save lives, it would create good 
construction jobs for workers, but would also create great long term, good paying jobs 
for so many people.  Building a new port in Gary would move commerce more 
easily.  Fast tracking the Gary/Chicago Airport would create so many good jobs, not 
only as a cargo airport, but as a passenger facility. 

4. If you want to relieve traffic congestion and create good routes to the northern reaches 
of Lake County, removing those abandoned buildings and homes would allow for a new 
major highway to move commerce through the area and bring manufacturing and 
business into the area.  This is where the funding should be spent. 

5. The infrastructure is already there, we have rail, a toll road, an expressway, and Lake 
Michigan as well as commuter rail.  This will bring all of the above. 

6. As Illinois has done along their commuter rail system they have created beautiful areas 
for high end condo’s and homes.  These are within walking distance to the stations.  We 
need to do this in Indiana.  Rail is a wonderful alternative to automobile travel.  We 
would support an extension of the South Shore rail service to Lowell to also alleviate 
traffic congestion in the area.  It would service northern Lake County and Illinois 
workers.  Using the existing rail line would save taxpayers money and provide good 
alternatives to driving. 

7. The Illiana was designed to move logistics from Elwood, Wilmington and Joliet in Illinois 
to the East.  Steve Schielke, Project Manager for the ILLIANA with IDOT went on record 
at an August 6th meeting in Will Township in Illinois to say that the Illiana will not 
benefit anyone or any community along the corridor and will not alter growth whether 
the road is built or not built.  It will not create any more long jobs than it would if it 
wasn’t built. 

8.  Bruce Hamann, Will Township Illinois Road Commissioner was appointed by the “No 
ILLIANA 4 Us” organization to speak and to present the petitions with  signatures 
against the construction of the ILLIANA Toll Road that would allow a handful of trucking 



 

companies to put more than dozens of farm businesses either out of business or hinder 
their businesses.  Local Farmers are first agronomists, geneticists, business marketers, 
scientists and food providers.  They feed all of you.  Why should these few trucking 
companies put all of these businesses out of business? Local 150 submitted 156 
signatures on petitions in favor of the ILLIANA, Bruce submitted 4415 signatures on 
petitions against the construction.  Remember when you remove between 5500 and 
6000 acres of highly productive farm land that feeds all of you, your families and the 
world, food costs could increase. 

 
So in summary we are asking you to vote against including the ILLIANA in your 2040 plan, at 
least for now, and reviewing all of the other alternatives that we have put forth in other 
comments, including the project to build roads in northern Lake County where abandoned 
buildings are removed and Indiana State Road 10 which is a major truck route between Indiana 
and Illinois that is free.  Implementing a new toll road that guarantees the private investor the 
funds he must have to invest is putting the taxpayers in a position to pay additional taxes to 
cover short falls in revenue promised from tolls.  If the lease guarantees a certain amount of 
money from tolls, and they don’t materialize, just like the existing East West Toll road, 
taxpayers are responsible for making up the difference.  Basically, this is a bond or a loan that 
the State must repay with Interest.  It is a lose/lose for the people and the state of Indiana. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and we hope your no vote on December 3, 4 and 12. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Harold Mussman, Jr. 
West Creek Township Trustee’ 
Patricia Mussman 
West Creek Township resident 
Lowell, Indiana  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

November 20, 2013 

 

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, Indiana 46368 

 

 RE: Vote against the proposed amendment to add the Illiana tollroad to the 
   2014 - 2017 Transportation Improvement Program and the 2040  
    Comprehensive Regional Plan   
 

To the Staff and Board of the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC): 

 

Openlands urges NIRPC to reject the request by the Indiana Department of Transportation 

(INDOT) to add building the Illiana tollway to the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (CRP) and 

Transportation Improvement Program.  The proposed tollroad undermines the vision and 

principles in the CRP, posing a high financial risk to Indiana taxpayers.  It will likely have 

economic repercussions, especially in urban livable centers, such as Gary and Hammond, by 

diverting funding and focus from the needs of these areas.  Instead of paying for a road that 

has little demonstrable benefit, we recommend concentrating the region's limited resources 

on our livable centers, with transportation solutions that revitalize rather than deplete the 

urban core, and honor the natural and agricultural heritage of the area.   

 

For fifty years, Openlands has united the people and resources of the diverse Chicago 

metropolitan region in Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin around the goal of land and water 

protection, providing a healthy vibrant space to live and work.  In the 1960s, Openlands helped 

establish the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.  More recently, we partnered with NIRPC to 

develop the Northwest Indiana Regional Greenways and Blueways Plan, which presents a 

comprehensive vision for land and water corridors, or greenways and blueways, in forty-one 

municipalities throughout Indiana's Lake, Porter, and La Porte counties. We continue to work 

with NIRPC to implement this plan to make open space and waterways accessible, navigable, 

and sustainable for people throughout the region.   

 

I. The Illiana Tollroad undermines the goals and credibility of the 2040 CRP. 



 

We strongly believe in the core tenets of the NIRPC 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan in 

concentrating our limited resources on our livable centers, with transportation solutions that 

revitalize rather than deplete the urban core, and honor the natural (Green Infrastructure) and 

agricultural heritage of the area.   

 

The proposed Illiana tollway undermines these fundamental principles, diverts growth away 

from more populated areas, such as the Cities of Gary and Hammond, and into less dense 

areas like Lowell that are fighting to maintain their agricultural businesses, culture and sense 

of place.  We cannot afford to detract from the collaborative goals and investments called for 

in the 2040 plan.    

 

The divergence by INDOT from the region's 2040 CRP is substantially similar to how the Illinois 

Department of Transportation ignored the fundamental principles in the Chicago Metropolitan 

Planning Agency's (CMAP) GO TO 2040 plan.  CMAP staff criticized the proposed project as a 

"wholesale departure" from its assumptions and plans: 

 

To summarize, the Illiana does not support reinvestment within existing 

communities, and its traffic forecasts are predicated on growth patterns that 

contradict the GO TO 2040 forecasts.  The proposed alignment for the Illiana is 

located 10 miles south of the urbanized area in a currently rural portion of Will 

County.   

 

IDOT forecasts significant development and congestion in southern Will County 

in 2040, but these forecasts represent a planning policy inconsistent with what 

the CMAP Board and MPO Policy Committee approved in GO TO 2040.  If the 

region is committed to implementing GO TO 2040, then travel needs will be 

very different from what IDOT forecasts because the location and type of 

growth will be different. 

 

CMAP concluded that "this project does not have the potential to spur or support the 

significant long term economic development that results from congestion mitigation and 

access to new markets."  We are concerned that the same holds true for  Northwest Indiana, 

especially in northern communities that are vying for economic development. 

 

The INDOT proposal for the Illiana tollway fails to account for major economic impacts to 

projects, such as the Gary Airport and potential intermodal facilities in the northern parts of 

the region.  This information is conspicuously absent, and directly relevant to the conversation.   

If the Iliana tollway is built in part to accommodate the proposed Peotone Airport in Illinois, 

funding and carriers for this new airport will compete with business at the Gary Airport.   



 

Facilitating capacity at Peotone will detract from the limited pool of federal dollars available 

for Gary.  The same is true for expending Indiana tax dollars on infrastructure for Illinois 

intermodal facilities.            

 

A vote for Illiana is a vote against realizing NIRPC's integrated vision.  It discards the staff and 

Board's insight, its direction and the broad consensus behind the CRP.   The Illiana is not just 

one project: it sets the tenor and precedent for the region's future.  INDOT, in its analysis, 

assumes in its projections that the 2040 CRP will fail, and that our urban communities will 

continue to decay rather than revitalize and flourish.  It projects a status quo migration of 

residents from northern cities into southern farming communities, converting prime farmland 

that feeds residents and is exported throughout the world.  We ask NIRPC to hold true to its 

vision, and continue to strategically invest where it is best for the region's future. 

 

II.  The Proposed Illiana Tollway is an Unsound Investment, Posing a High Financial Risk to 

Indiana Residents 

 

The proposed Illiana tollroad, at best, is a high-risk gamble of taxpayer dollars.  As CMAP staff 

said, there is no free money.  While Public Private Partnership (P3) projects can help defray 

cost, the Availability Payment model chosen by IDOT and INDOT will squarely place the 

potential losses of this project on the shoulders of its residents.  Tollroadsnews, an industry 

resource, explains this well in a recent article:   

 

The great bulk of the risk - residing in the traffic and revenue forecasts - is 

assumed by the state and its taxpayers just as surely as if it was a state tollroad 

operation...   

 

...The P3 Operator is entitled to be paid for having the highway available to the 

state regardless of traffic and revenue.... Only if the tolls match the availability 

payments is the state made whole financially.  It is there the real risk arises, 

especially in a fringe area highway where much of the projected traffic depends 

on residential and commercial development that may, or may not, occur. 

 

Illiana P3 meaning stretched by availability payments - P3s 101, Tollroadnews, Peter 

Samuel, Nov. 18, 2013. 

 

Both CMAP staff and the Metropolitan Planning Council warn of the risk that the project poses 

to our residents.  (The MPC full analysis of state agency figures can be viewed 

at:  http://www.metroplanning.org/uploads/cms/documents/illiana_faq.pdf.  CMAP found 

that, over the 35-year timespan, the Illiana tollway could not repay its initial debt, pay for 

http://www.tollroadsnews.com/node/6834
https://mail.openlands.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=78a51711f5a74dae93391cfc34b89e76&URL=http%3a%2f%2faction.sierraclub.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dZ0FBsyhER0sSHF2rrx__WA


 

annual operations and maintenance, finance capital maintenance, and meet the private sector 

return on investment without a public subsidy.  CMAP questioned whether the cost of the 

Illiana project actually will be much higher than IDOT projected, citing to several similar 

projects that were significantly more expensive to build. (The CMAP analysis can be viewed at: 

http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/20583/25609/staff+rec+doc.pdf/9a87d4f5-06f6-

450b-bf2d-ce0c7ed6dd17.)  The strong and clear message by CMAP staff was echoed in 

the Chicago Tribune and in Crain's Chicago Business, reflecting increasing recognition that 

"building Gov. Pat Quinn's proposed Illiana Expressway could create a $1 billion hole in the 

state's budget and drain funds needed for higher-priority transportation jobs in Cook County 

and the inner part of the metropolitan area." 

 

The public losses could be even greater if industry experts like Tollroadsnews are right, and the 

road fails like several similar projects across the nation that are built miles from the urban 

fringe:   

 

There is a sorry history of tollroads built in the US on the fringes of development 

speculating on development and the traffic that may, or may not, come: 

- Southern Connector, Greenville South Carolina 

- South Bay Expressway, east of San Diego California 

- Dulles Greenway, northern Virginia 

- Pocahontas Parkway, Richmond Virginia 

- Camino Columbia Toll Road, Laredo Texas 

- Texas 130 Segments 5 & 6 south east of Austin Texas 

 

Illiana Expressway south of Chicago gets lots of political accolates but viability in doubt, 

Tollroadnews, June 25, 2013.   

 

Instead of gambling on a poor bet, we strongly urge the Board to invest in transportation 

solutions that elevate rather than erode the region’s solid vision for the future.  The Illiana 

tollroad is far from the only viable solution for Northwest Indiana, either as a publicly funded 

or public private partnership project.  Other P3 capital projects are moving forward in the 

State.  The region does not have to accept a sub-par project.  It can and should develop a full 

suite of alternatives that complement the region's multi-faceted plans for its future, which are 

as innovative as the approaches in the 2040 CRP.  As a first step, we call upon the Board to 

continue to reject status quo, set the bar higher, and vote against adding Illiana to the region's 

2040 plan.  

 

For further information, please view comments by approximately 20 civic and conservation 

organizations to the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, starting on page 347 at: 

http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/20583/25609/staff+rec+doc.pdf/9a87d4f5-06f6-450b-bf2d-ce0c7ed6dd17
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/20583/25609/staff+rec+doc.pdf/9a87d4f5-06f6-450b-bf2d-ce0c7ed6dd17
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/chi-reports-give-illiana-a-thumbs-down-20130927,0,634441.story
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/20130927/BLOGS02/130929819/illiana-could-poke-1-billion-pothole-in-state-budget-say-planners
http://www.tollroadsnews.com/node/6601


 

http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/20583/25609/Illiana_complete_public_comments-

9-9-13.pdf/86c693d5-686f-438f-beb3-4776a4bd3a53, or visit the Openlands website at: 

http://www.openlands.org/illiana 

 

  

http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/20583/25609/Illiana_complete_public_comments-9-9-13.pdf/86c693d5-686f-438f-beb3-4776a4bd3a53
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/20583/25609/Illiana_complete_public_comments-9-9-13.pdf/86c693d5-686f-438f-beb3-4776a4bd3a53
http://www.openlands.org/illiana


 

 
 

 

 

 
Indiana C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e   
115 W. Washington St., Suite 850S  
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

 

November 18, 2013 

 

Northwestern Indiana Reg iona l  Planning 

Commission ATTN: Mr. Ty Warner, 

Executive Director 

61 00 Southport Road 

Portage, Indiana  46368 
 
 

Re: Proposed amendments to add the IIIiana Expressway to NIRPC's 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation 

I m p r o v e m e n t  Program (TIP) 

 
To NIRPC Members: 

 

On behalf of the  Indiana Chamber of Commerce,  I would  like to encourage  NIRPC 

to  include the proposed  IIIiana  Expressway  in its 2040 Comprehensive  Regional  

Plan  (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation  Improvement Program (TIP).   This 

is a much- needed project for northwest Indiana and the entire state for a number of 

reasons. 

 

First, the IIIiana project is necessary to relieve traffic congestion, particularly 

commercial truck traffic that typically passes through northwest Indiana.  The IIIiana 

will provide commercial trucking with a fast east-west link between Illinois and 

Indiana, relieving the congested 1 -80/94 corridor and avoiding the Chicago 

bottleneck.  This will have numerous benefits including shorter and safer commutes 

for the region's drivers, as well as lower long-term maintenance costs for existing 

roadways.   Without the IIIiana to serve as a collector, the region will have significant 

problems in the future trying to maintain its existing road infrastructure. 

 

Second, the IIIiana project is a much-needed economic boon for the region and 

the state as we continue to struggle with persistent high unemployment.  The 

Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) estimates that the corridor will 

generate $3.87 billion in long-term economic impacts and save $1 0.2 million per 

year in travel time for the region.  It will generate 1 ,000- plus short-term jobs from 

2015 to 2018, including more than 500 construction jobs; it will add $667 

million to the Indiana economy and pay out $362 million in total compensation to 

workers, while the construction phase itself will generate $13.1  million in tax 

revenues to state and local governments .  This economic activity in itself is a 

compelling reason to move forward with the IIIiana. 



 

 
 

 

Third, as northwest Indiana continues to grow, it is inevitable that traffic and 

congestion will keep growing with it. The IIIiana Ex pressway provides a unique 

opportunity for the region to address current and future  congestion  problems  by 

making this  investment while  it is still  economically  feasible-  and to do so using a 

successful public-private partnership (P3) model that is supported  by the governors  of 

both Illinois and Indiana .  P3 projects are the wave of the future and such projects 

tend to be built faster, cheaper and more efficiently than traditional highway projects.  It 

allows the states to build a forward-looking p ro j ec t  like the IIIiana Corridor with less 

tax dollars, allowing taxpayers to realize all of the benefits of the project at a fraction 

of the cost . 

 

Those benefits include providing better access to jobs in northwest Indiana and long-term economic 

benefits that will have a ripple effect on the economy of the entire region for decades to come. 

 
The Indiana Chamber fully supports the IIIiana project as a great opportunity to invest in the future, 

and the time to act is now. 

 
Please vote to add the IIIiana Corridor into the GO TO 2040 comprehensive regional plan.  

Respectfully, 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Kevin M. Brinegar 
President & CEO 
 
 

  



 

Julia Roesler   
11888 S. Hunsley Rd. 
Union Mills, IN 46382 
 
November 18, 2013 
 
Dear Commissioners of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission: 
 
In 2008, hundreds of diverse, interested people gathered in Merrillville, Indiana to begin to work 
to create a plan to guide how the region will develop in the years leading to the year 2040. 
Meetings ensued over the next three years to gather ideas to build a better region into the 
future. With public, business, and planning input, the Northern Indiana Regional Planning 
Commission (NIRPC) ultimately wrote and its Board of Directors unanimously approved the 
2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (CRP) in June 2011.  
 
According to the 2040 CRP Summary, “The award winning 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan 
is the first plan with a comprehensive vision for sustainable growth and development of Lake, 
Porter and LaPorte Counties.” The Plan recognizes the problems of sprawl, especially diluting 
the problem of declining investment in already developed urban areas, causing their decay, as 
well as the deterioration of rural areas by poorly planned development. It’s a great plan, but a 
Plan is only a beginning.  
 

           The PROOF of the Plan, and the final judgment will be rendered on how well the plan is 
implemented. Was the plan recognized as offering a new path with real solutions, or were its 
priorities disregarded to continue a path of reckless sprawl? Two years after adoption of the plan, 
the Indiana Department of Transportation and the Illinois Department of Transportation have 
requested NIRPC “amend” the Plan to include the Illiana Tollway, planned to be built far south 
of existing development, exactly on the type of land that was to be protected: productive prime 
farmland and open space “that supports native species, maintains natural ecological processes, 
protects air and water resources and contributes to the health and resiliency of the region”. 

 
 The plan was written by a diverse group of people who live in the region and are interested in 

building a better, sustainable future. INDOT and IDOT, and other supporters of the Illiana have 
their own agendas. More highways eventually mean more highway miles driven, more road 
construction and maintenance, higher budgets and salaries for those overseeing the 
departments, and BIGGER government and more taxes. Enough is enough. Do new highways 
make for balanced budgets? Illinois certainly doesn’t have the answers and their Governor 
admits his idea includes building the Peotone airport. Job numbers have been inflated, and the 
cost of the highway most likely underestimated. What is certain is that investors will only be 
interested in paying for this only if they are guaranteed a healthy return. How can anyone even 
consider voting in favor of this 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan trashing idea without knowing 
the details? Forty million dollars of taxpayer money has already been spent, which would have 
been better spent on reinvestment in existing infrastructure. 

 
 This brings up another point. Many promoting the Illiana, such as representatives of INDOT and 

writers for newspapers such as the Northwest Indiana Times, are paid to attend meetings and 
develop propaganda to support the project. Most citizens that worked to help write the 2040 
Comprehensive Regional Plan took their own time to attend meetings to build a sustainable 
future, and were not paid for their time. Some of the biggest supporters of this plan look to make 
big profits, even as the rest of us pay the price of sprawl and money is diverted away from urban 
areas and existing population centers. 



 

  
 Many jobs will be created redesigning and reinvesting in our urban areas, and will improve more 

lives, as well as distribute dollars where people already are living. Building new highways creates 
jobs, but investing money in ways supportive of the plan creates jobs, too. Sprawl promotes 
sprawl. Already people are trying to promote a new rail line following the footprint of the Illiana, 
farther up into LaPorte County, bordered by warehouses along miles of its tracks, through green 
space. The warehouses would be built on land in rural areas, consuming that land and requiring 
even more infrastructure and services over larger areas. Warehouses consume large areas of 
land per job, and eventually these jobs will become fewer and fewer because of automation. 
Building new is cheaper than redesigning and repurposing, yes, but more businesses and people 
will move from already existing areas, and more resources would be required. If there was an 
unlimited supply of land and resources, and no pollution, there would be no problem with growth 
for growth’s sake, or sprawl, but there are real physical restraints. 

 
 It is difficult for a Regional Planning Commission to reject a highway that has been promoted so 

strongly by the Indiana Department of Transportation and strongly supported by the Governor. 
However, amending the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan to include a new four lane Toll road 
through green space, completely disregards the priorities of the plan. The plan offers solutions 
to create jobs and lead us to a better future in the year 2040. Amending the plan to include 
reckless ideas that are not fitting with the priorities of the plan is a rejection and abandonment of 
the plan. 

 
 Voters will examine your vote regarding amending the Plan to include the Illiana Tollway. Building 

the Illiana will drain resources and more population from existing communities and the northern 
areas of the region. Voters put in time and effort to assist in offering their ideas to assist to write 
a plan that will improve the lives of people in the region. Please say no to INDOT and IDOT and 
DO NOT vote to amend the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan to include the Illiana 
expressway. It will be difficult to vote no, and there most likely will be political pressure from 
proponents. However, I ask you to begin the difficult decisions regarding how best to implement 
the plan and build a better future for the region and our children.  

 
 Respectfully, 
 

 
Julia Roesler 
  



 

 
EMAIL 

From: Kathy Blink [kathyblink@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 9:45 PM 

To: Nirpc 

Subject: The Illiana Road 

We are residents of West Creek Township, Lake County, and Indiana.  

We are not objecting to better transportation in our state, or to creating jobs.  Our family has worked 
construction for many year, as members of unions and as management, building a highway uses 

temporary jobs and lots of equipment, Afterwards, we are left with broken farms, loss of many acres of 

some of the best agricultural land in the country and less income for many residents of our county. 
 

The only benefits we have heard about are vague and seem unrealistic, never, have we been given solid 
information.  And our objections, and solutions to the basic problems of this region seem to fall on deaf 

ears -  
We work or have worked in the North of this region for many years, but, avoid going there because of 

the congested highways.  The region has never seemed to be proactive about ways for the residents to 

travel locally.   Few major arteries, poorly maintained side roads, and urban blight that only gets worse. 
 

Now, we are being railroaded into building a road to nowhere!  Nowhere we want to go and one that no 
one wants to pay to drive on.  We are not ignorant, we will be forced to pay for this with interest for 

many years, in addition to the losses in income and increased expenses because of blocked roads in our 

townships.  
 

We beg you to consider carefully what you are requesting of the residents of the County, Region and 
State 

 
Sincerely 

 

John Blink, Kathleen Blink 
19010 Calumet Ave 

 
J Charles Blink, Victoria Blink 

18890 Calumet Avenue 

Lowell, IN 46356 
 

--  
Kathy Blink  

kathyblink@gmail.com 

 
 

Comment received via phone: 

Nov. 20, 2013 
I don’t live near the proposed Illiana, but I am a resident of northwest Indiana.  I have been to 
meetings, heard the comments of those whose lives will be affected.  I have also heard the lies told by 
both DOTs.  There are many examples, but one compelling one is that CMAP found that over the 35-
year timespan, the Illiana could not repay its initial debt, pay for annual operations and maintenance, 
finance capital maintenance, and meet the private sector return on investment without a public 
subsidy.  CMAP questioned whether the cost of the Illiana project actually will be much higher than 
IDOT projected, citing to several similar projects that were significantly more expensive to build.  The 
federal government is taxing US citizens to death.  Now the states intend to do so.   

mailto:kathyblink@gmail.com


 

The industry forum in Indiana and Illinois' formal request for information both called not for genuine P3 
investment but rather "AP-P3s", in which repayments for building and operating the toll road are 
guaranteed regardless of traffic and revenue. 
 
The risk of inadequate toll revenue will be assumed by future taxpayers of each state, and no outside 
analysis has predicted adequate toll revenue.  Also, the bond payments are to be secured by the “full 
faith and credit” of each state. Indiana’s published request for qualifications actually cites the state’s 
AAA credit rating as an investor incentive. It shouldn’t be hard finding private investors to sign up for 
that deal, all reward and no risk! 
 
It’s clear who will really be paying for this white elephant for the next 30 years: the taxpayers. 
(Anonymous) 
 
 
 

EMAIL 
From: Maggie Byrne [mailto:margaret_a_byrne@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 11:53 PM 
To: comments 
Subject:  
 
Dear NIRPC Transportation Policy Committee, and NIRPC Full Commission, 
  
I am writing because I am opposed to the construction of the Illiana Expressway and I-65 expansion.  I 
am opposed to allowing the project to be included in NIRPC's 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan.   
  
 This project runs counter to the guiding principles of the 2040 CRP, which are:  

 Supporting urban reinvestment 
 Ensuring environmental justice  
 Protecting natural resources and minimizing impacts to environmental features 
 Integrating transportation and land use to improve mobility and job accessibility    

The Illiana Expressway is the opposite of urban reinvestment.  It would be constructed in the relatively 
rural southern portion of Lake County, as opposed to the urban communities of northern Lake 
County.  This does nothing to support urban reinvestment, and in fact promotes unsustainable sprawl 
and unchecked growth. 
  
This project does not ensure environmental justice, nor does it protect natural resources or minimize 
impacts to environmental features.  Environmental effects would include, but are not limited 
to, negative impacts on water quality and air quality in the project area, not to mention destroying 
wildlife habitat. 
  
This proposed expressway would not improve job accessibility.  Construction of this expressway will not 
do enough to relieve congestion on I-80/94 or I-65 to justify the financial costs of the project.  The 
project will not create enough jobs for Hoosiers, to justify the costs of the project, and the construction 
jobs associated with this project will be only temporary.  The majority of the project will take place in 
the State of Illinois, rather than Indiana.  How does this benefit Indiana?  

mailto:margaret_a_byrne@yahoo.com


 

  
For these reasons, I urge you to vote against the inclusion of the Illiana Expressway into the 2040 
Comprehensive Regional Plan.  Thank you. 
  
Sincerely, 
Maggie Byrne 
Griffith Resident              
 
 

EMAIL 
From: Donna Slikas [mailto:dmslik@airbaud.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 11:40 PM 
To: comments 
Subject: Please Submit My Comment Regarding the ILLIANA Toll Road to NIRPCs 2040 Plan for Public 
Record 
 

                                                            Donna Slikas 
                                                                                                            16731 White Oak Ave. 
                                                                                                            Lowell, IN  46356 
 
 
 
November 20, 2013 
 

Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, Indiana 46368 

 

Dear Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Committee Members: 
 
Although I have already submitted a letter stating that I am opposed to having the ILLIANA toll 
road included in the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 2040 Plan, I am 
submitting a second letter, hopefully before your deadline.  If so, please accept my comments 
and again include them for public record. 
 
As I have stated in my previous letter, it is my opinion that there are just too many negative 
impacts (finance-related, ownership-related, environmental-related, and study-related) 
associated with the proposed ILLIANA.  Also, there are definitely too many assumptions being 
made and unknowns, regarding the ILLIANA, to invest billions of dollars on this project. 
 
I attended NIRPC’s Transportation Policy Committee meeting this past Tuesday and listened to 
a report, presented by one of your staff members.  This agenda item was regarding widening 
Interstate 65 and constructing the ILLIANA “Toll Way” and how it would improve traffic 
congestion on Indiana East/West roadways.  Particularly the Borman Expressway, and Route 30. 
 

mailto:dmslik@airbaud.net


 

I have to say I was not convinced by the statistics (e.g. traffic flow numbers, congestion relief 
statistics, projected population growth, toll way costs per car), especially after every other word 
uttered was, it’s an assumption.  You can’t invest billions of dollars on projected or artificial 
assumptions, and you can’t assume that truckers will use the ILLIANA when alternate free routes 
are available. 
 
If this roadway is built, the damage done to the environment, farmland, homes, wildlife, and a 
community is irreversible.  Unfortunately, there always seem to be local boosters, lobbyists, 
businessmen, politicians, and the NWI Times willing to exaggerate the potential benefits and fan 
the fires. 
 
Please reject adding the ILLIANA to your 2040 plan.  Honor the personnel who worked, 
countless hours, shaping this plan and support the citizens that rely on government officials 
to do the right thing for their communities.   
 
Thank you for the professional courtesy extended in your review and consideration of the issues 
offered in this letter. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Donna Slikas 
 

  



 

EMAIL 
From: Shawn Kaczmarek [mailto:s.kaczmarek@savemoonvalley.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 11:16 PM 
To: comments 
Cc: mbishop@laportcounty.org; Scott Pelath; Dolly Starnes 
Subject: Please Submit - Regarding the Illiana Project and NIRPCs 2040 Plan - for Public Record 

 

TO : NIRPC TPC - Regarding Illiana Project 
 
Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) 
Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) 
6100 Southport Road 
Portage, Indiana 46368 
 
I would like to submit this email - that is opposed to the Illiana project - to 
the public record - of NIRPC TPC public comments. 
 
The context of the recommendation herein - is related to an effort in Laporte 
county - for a proposed statewide Indiana Green Program (IGP) - that combines 
green space, high tech and economic development. 
 
This effort as been in construction - since May 2010 with our local Indiana 
state representative Scott Pelath. You may contact Dolly Starnes, staff to 
Representative Pelath - at the following; 
 
Dolly Starnes - 317.232.9629 - dstarnes@iga.in.gov 
 
The Indiana Green Program (IGP) effort - is a strategic statewide effort - to 
make the local American Wilderness - a top priority in our American way of life. 
 
Currently Colorado has 45% green space (as protected wilderness habitat) - while 
Indiana only has 4% green space.  The IGP is a based on - a state lottery system 
- similar to Colorado's green space state lottery - to fund wilderness land 
acquisition purchases.  An Indiana Green Lotto ticket - would generate money 
flow - which is totally directed - to ONLY wilderness habitat land acquisition. 
The intent is to close the natural resource gap in Indiana - compared to states 
such as Colorado. 
 
A related technology - called terraforming - is used to ensure the money flow 
from the lottery system - is spent wisely (see attached QOLSET overview). 
 
A significant intent of the IGP proposal - is to develop various technologies 
that can help recreate the lost American Wilderness in Indiana.  The strategic 
vision is to - incubate, retain and attract - the brightest and best Americans - 
to develop a high tech knowledge based Hoosier society workforce - for the 

mailto:s.kaczmarek@savemoonvalley.com
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emerging twenty first century. 
 
In light of this effort above - the Illiana project is a significant strategic 
obstacle - to making Indiana - and especially NorthWest Indiana (NWI) - one of 
best places in to live - in America (and therefore the world). 
 
In this context - we respectfully recommend - that the NIRPC Transportation 
Planning Committee (TPC) - consider the following alternative course of action. 
 
[0] Significantly postpone or cancel - the Illiana project. 
 
[1] Conduct a new study - to expand IN Highway 2 : From 2 -> to 4 lanes. 
 
[2] Conduct a new study - to expand IN Highway 10 : From 2 -> to 4 lanes. 
 
[3] Conduct a new study - to expand IN Highway 65 : via 2-4 additional lanes. 
 
[4] If feasible; Expand Highway 2, 10 and 65 - prior to any Illiana construction. 
 
[5] Start efforts to develop Underground High Speed Railway (UHSR) - systems. 
 
Each of the study simulations - should take a highly critical stance towards 
Illiana - by using worst case financial input metric assumptions.  Worst case 
should be historically accurate - to worst case final cost overruns - on USA 
highway transport projects - during the last 50 years. 
 
The strategic intent - is to align NIRPC TPC strategy - with other Hoosier based 
strategic partners - who are seeking to create green space - on an industrial 
scale (using state of the art - twenty first century - methodology). 
 
The short term intent of the above - is to provide a 10 to 20 year window of 
opportunity - via the expansion of IN Highways 2, 10, 65 - to reduce traffic 
congestion in the Indiana target area.  This short term solution - will open up 
a greater QOL opportunity - for all parties currently supporting the Illiana 
project (including those making a profit on the proposed Illiana project). 
 
The long term intent - is to develop a cost effective - state of the art 
Underground High Speed Railway (UHSR) solution - during the short term 
opportunity window - opened up via the above transport infrastructure expansion. 
 
The long term economic development premise - is that corporations like 
Caterpillar (in Illinois), education institutions like Purdue - and high tech 
American private industry : Can develop the machinery, technology and 
methodology - to make Underground High Speed Railways (UHSR) a local reality - 



 

within a 15 to 30 year time frame. 
 
Once proven locally - the UHSR technology - can be globally exported - as 
various products and services - to (1) create green space, (2) create high tech 
solutions and (3) create economic development - all at the same time. 
 
We humbly make this holistic systemic recommendation - in light of the fact that 
(1) our expertise is NOT transport engineering, construction and planning : And 
that (2) the excellent transport engineers on the NIRPC TPC team - are the best 
candidates - to judge the merits of the above recommendation. 
 
We have attached three documents - that are relevant to this recommendation - 
which cover (1) the proposed Indiana Green Program (IGP), (2) current concerns 
about environmental impact, and (3) something called QOLSET. 
 
QOLSET = Quality Of Life Science, Engineering and Technology 
 
Could you please distribute these attachments - to the NIRPC TPC team? 
 
They should help to frame our recommendation - via its long term strategic intent. 
 
We respectfully wish to express our thanks, for the opportunity to comment on 
the proposed Illiana solution.  We also wish the NIRPC TPC team - all the best 
luck and talent - in making our Midwestern American transport infrastructure - a 
model of American industrial strength, ingenuity and vision. 
 
Shawn Kaczmarek 
 
Executive Team Leader, Founder 
Save Moon Valley Group Inc. 
Long Beach, Indiana 

  



 

EMAIL 
From: Gayle Schulfer [mailto:wizzard5@comcast.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 10:22 PM 
To: comments 
Subject: Comments for public record re: Illiana Tollroad 
 
Dear NIRPC members:  I am a lifelong resident of Lowell, IN. I am vehemently against building the Illiana 
Tollway!  Please reject adding the Illiana to your 2040 Plan. There are many viable suggestions and 
alternatives that have been put forth that would better serve the taxpayers, communities, environment 
and preserve our precious farmland. Our fire and emergency services are already at their limits and 
adding this tollway would be devastating to our community and innocent citizens will die because they 
won't receive help on time.  How can you justify putting 12 miles of concrete through our farm fields??  
Once it's done it's too late forever - irreversible damage and regret. You will be taking away people's 
livelihoods that have been in their families for generations and hopefully future generations for jobs 
that will be temporary while you will be destroying and taking away thousands of very important jobs 
on our farms and ruining families lives forever. Hope you can live with that!   It's common knowledge 
there will be many negative impacts and no benefits for Indiana, except for a few"special interests"!! 
Follow your 2040 Plan and revitalize the existing infrastructures along Lake Michigan and the North 
county and make NW Indiana thrive once again!  Don't vote for urban sprawl and let the northern cities 
deteriorate even more. They will thrive with proper planning. Don't let this travesty (Illiana TOLLroad) 
be your legacy. I pray "this" planning commission has the INTEGRITY to not cave to the politically 
motivated bullying and intimidation and PLEASE vote NO to including the Illiana to your 2040 Plan.  
 
Thank you so much for hearing me out.  Do the right thing Gayle Schulfer, 13406 West 161st Ave, 
Lowell, IN 46356 Sent from my iPad 

 

 

 
 
EMAIL TO COMMENTS@NIRPC.ORG 
From: Philip Ross [mailto:pross21419@comcast.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 9:42 PM 
To: comments 
Subject: No Build For the Illiana Toll Road 

 
Dear ladies and gentlemen of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission: 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the inclusion of the Illiana Toll Road (it is not an exprssway) in 
the Go To 2040 Plan.  Of course, no one wants a toll road in their backyard, but there are many 
compelling reasons why this road should not be built and is not a good idea for Indiana.  To list just a 
few: 
 
    1.    Taxes!!  The data simply does not support the fact that the Illiana will generate the revenue 
necessary for the private investors.  The taxpayers will be on the hook for a large amount of 
money.  Many of these people are barely getting by in this economy and we now also have a new Lake 
County tax.  We don't need more tax burden from this road.    
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     2.    The projections as for cost to build are clearly grossly underestimated, as are the jobs created 
grossly overestimated.  These numbers were obviously put out there in an attempt to make this project 
more palatable.  The people of Indiana are wise enough to realize this political ploy. 
 
    3.    The claim of the wonderful growth the area would experience falls flat in the face of the reality of 
the situation.  Illinois needs this road as an obvious means of getting their truck traffic over to I-
65.  Indiana is just in the way and is seen as a pass-through.  The only growth the area might experience 
is another truck stop or adult book store - no, thank you! 
 
    4.    Why do we want to create a 12-mile toll road that more than likely will lose money?  Anyone 
who has a grasp of mathematics and a sense of business can see that this project just doesn't make 
sense for the area. 
 
    5.    There are many projects that could and should be undertaken - road improvements, rail 
improvements, local airport improvements - that would truly be a benefit to Northwest Indiana.  These 
projects do not carry the heavy risk to the taxpayers that the Illiana does. 
 
 
I ask that NIRPC not include the ILLIANA Tollway in its 2040 Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Phil Ross 
16287 Lakewood St. 
Lowell, Indiana  

 

 
EMAIL 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Sierra Club [mailto:information@sierraclub.org] On Behalf Of Sandy O'Brien 
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 9:21 PM 
To: comments 
Subject: NIRPC-Vote for the No Build alternative, not the Illiana! 
 
Nov 20, 2013 
 
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
 
To: Planning Commission, 
 
Please do not add the Illiana Tollroad to the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan. The road is 
inconsistent with the plan's core principles to invest in existing communities and modernize our current 
transportation and infrastructure assets. With road costs projected to be over a billion dollars, the 
Illiana Tollroad would siphon off funds for projects already in the plan which do fit the plan's principles. 
Located outside the existing urbanized area, it would foster sprawl rather than support existing 
communities. 
 
The Illiana does not support the 2040 Plan's major objectives of: 
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* Supporting Urban Reinvestment (urban as in Lake Michigan rim cities and first ring suburbs) 
* Ensuring Environmental Justice (money should be spent up north where people are already in 
established communities instead) 
* Protecting Natural Resources and minimizing Impact to Environmental Features (we can't keep paving 
over farms and natural land and abandoning "old" developed areas) 
* Integrating Transportation and Land Use to Improve Mobility and Job Accessibility (urban density 
supports non car transportation choices, good for people who can't drive too, while Illiana-induced 
sprawl is the direct opposite of this) 
 
The relatively minor congestion benefits are not worth the social*, environmental, and financial cost to 
the public.  *Sprawl leaves behind blighted communities with concentrated poverty and lots of 
problems that have a way of spreading. 
 
I resent that this was first introduced as a "no cost to the public" project and the public had to pay for 
the studies (about 
$40 million?) and then presumably 85% of the construction cost (federal cost share) of this 
approximately $1.3 billion roadway even with a private partner. 
 
Then there is the cost to communities and the environment.  We just went through a gigantic 
thunderstorm and tornado producing supercell never seen before in Nov..  That should make you 
consider whether continuing down the path of continued fossil fuel-dependent development is not a 
good idea!  The weather is more erratic with stronger storms, floods, heat, and droughts than ever 
thanks to being supercharged from global warming gases such as CO2 and methane. 
 
Please find the strength to call for change and vote no for the Illiana! 
 
The Northwest Indiana region cannot afford this expensive project that is inconsistent with the 
principles of the 2040 Plan. 
 
Continue to protect NIRPC's responsible and sustainable vision for the region, do not add the Illiana 
Tollway to the 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and NIRPC's 2040 Comprehensive 
Regional Plan (CRP). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Sandy O'Brien 
5500 S Liverpool Rd 
Hobart, IN 46342-5720 
(219) 942-2956 
 
  



 

 

 

November 18, 2013 
 

Ty Warner 

Executive 

Director 

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning 

Commission 6100 Southport Road 

Portage, 
Indiana 46368 
 

 
RE: Inclusion of the Illiana Expressway in NIRPC’s Comprehensive Regional Plan and 

Transportation Improvement Plan 

 
Dear Mr. Warner: 
 

 

On behalf of the International Union of Operating Engineers Local 150, I write today to urge you 

to add the proposed Illiana Expressway to NIRPC’s Comprehensive Regional Plan  and 

Transportation Improvement Program. Local 150 represents more than 20,000 working men and 

women in Northern Illinois and Northern Indiana, and while the majority work in the construction 

and related industries, construction employment is only one of many compelling reasons to move 

forward with this vital piece of infrastructure. 

 
Indiana’s unemployment rate of 8.1 percent is nearly a point higher than the national rate of 7.3, 

but Lake County’s 9.4 percent unemployment rate is simply staggering. The construction of the 

Illiana Expressway is projected to create nearly 1,100 short-term jobs between 2015-2018, which 

would itself lower the state’s unemployment rate by 0.3 percent. While half of these jobs would 

be in construction, the other half would come from service, hospitality, and other secondary 

industries. 

 
Beyond creating new jobs, this road will protect the region’s already-growing freight industry. 

Freight is one of only a handful of industries currently seeing employment growth, but current 

transportation congestion threatens that growth. When rail bottlenecks went unremedied over the 

past several decades, users invested in infrastructure that diverted their traffic to places like 



 

 
 

Memphis, Tennessee or Columbus, Ohio. With this traffic went the jobs of many Indiana and 

Illinois workers. In the Illiana, we have an opportunity to stop history from repeating itself at the 

cost of our residents. 

 
The most recent reconstruction of the Borman Expressway concluded in 2011, yet lengthy delays 

still occur daily. This worst-in-the-nation bottleneck cannot sustain long-term traffic growth, and 

the effects can already be seen on arterial roads like U.S. Route 30. This road was not built to 

handle the thousands of trucks that beat down upon it every day instead of waiting through delays 

on the Borman Expressway. This additional heavy traffic is not only shortening the lives of these 

roads, but also endangering the safety of commuters and families who are increasingly involved 

in accidents caused by large trucks. 

 
Continued growth and vitality in this region is dependent upon efficient means of moving goods 

into, out of, and around it. The Illiana Expressway is an investment in the future of the region, 

and the high level of interest from private investors warrants continuing the process to the 

procurement stage. 

 
Media reports on potential funding shortfalls are premature. Earlier this year, more than a dozen 

potential investors joined the governors of Illinois and Indiana at a summit in Rosemont, Illinois. 

This level of interest could deliver a deal that is beneficial for taxpayers, but we cannot know 

for sure until the project is added to NIRPC’s Comprehensive Regional Plan and Transportation 

Improvement Program and moves forward to the procurement process. 

 
Approval does not guarantee that the Illiana will be constructed. It would merely allow us to 

see whether the private market could sustain this project, information upon which the fate of 

this project rests. Officials with the Illinois Department of Transportation have already indicated 

that they would not move the project forward if a feasible deal cannot be reached  with  private 

investors, but your approval is necessary to make that determination. Again, I urge you to add 

the Illiana Expressway project to NIRPC’s Comprehensive Regional Plan and Transportation 

Improvement  Program. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this vital project. 
 

 

Respectfully, 
 

 
 
 
 

James M. Sweeney President-

Business  Manager 

 
JMS:ecm 

 



 

EMAIL TO COMMENTS@NIRPC.ORG 
From: mcceaton@aol.com [mailto:mcceaton@aol.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 7:11 PM 
Subject: Illiana Expressway comments 

 
Dear Sir: 
  

Some time ago, I looked at the NIRPC website and reviewed the 2040 plan, along with the 
guiding principles and vision on which it was based.  I liked the direction in which NIRPC seeks 
to develop the Northwest Indiana region. 
  
When the opportunity arose to comment on the proposed Illiana expressway, I again reviewed 
NIRPC’s principles and goals, and I quickly concluded that the expressway proposal was 
antithetical to virtually all of them. 
  
It does not support urban reinvestment 

It does not ensure environmental justice 

It does not protect natural resources and agricultural assets 

It does not improve mobility and job accessibility 

It does not encourage development within existing communities 

It does not renew urban core areas which have been losing population 

  
In fact, it sets up new opportunities for commercial and residential development in the midst 
of farmland, drawing economic activity and jobs away from the older cities where they are 
needed.   
  
In addition, the Illiana Expressway occupies a sizeable swath of productive farmland, which 
accounts for why the people who live near the proposed route are so strongly opposed to 
building the road.   
  
I urge the NIRPC board to stay focused on the principles and guidelines which make the 2040 
plan a good blueprint for future development.  Do not be distracted from these goals by 
investing big money on an unneeded road project far out in the country. 
  
Thomas Eaton 

Secretary, Miller Citizens Corporation 
  

8540 Oak Avenue 

Gary, IN 46403 

219-938-8831 

mcceaton@aol.com  
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EMAIL 

To: Northern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
 

From: William Hathaway 

15625 Hendricks St. 

Lowell, IN 46356 

219-613-0301 (Cell) 

w_hathaway@att.net 20 

November 2013 
 

Contents: Comments regarding amendment to add the Illiana Toll Road to the NIRPC 

2040 CRP 
 
 
 
 

Please accept these comments regarding the proposal to amend the NIRPC 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan to include the proposed Illiana Toll Road. 

 

Highlights 
 

The proposal to amend the 2040 CRP to include the Illiana Toll Road should be rejected 

for the following reasons: 

 

 The InDOT/IDOT supplied costs are high for the potential benefits 

 InDOT/IDOT costs understate to true costs by a significant amount 

 The proposal for a P3 project is structured in such a way that the States are exposed to 

significant risk 

 The revenue stream from the tolls will be insufficient to cover costs and will have to 

be supplemented with significant payments from the States 

 Together the uncertainties associated with direct costs, additional and required 

construction, tolling, and financial concerns make it impossible to accurately predict the 

eventual effect of constructing the Toll Road and thus its impact on already included 

projects in the fiscally constrained CRP 

 Congestion relief will be minimal to the extent of being insignificant 

 The number of long-term jobs created is very negligible when compared to costs 

 The Illiana project is not compatible with the goals as described in the 2040 CRP 

 
The States of Indiana and Illinois have spent $40 million in preliminary work to justify 

and promote a proposed east/west toll road that would extend from I-55 in Illinois to I-65 

in Indiana, passing just north of the Town of Lowell in Indiana.  This large expenditure of 

taxpayer dollars has resulted in an impressive array of documents, statistics, forecasts, 

etc. What it has not done is demonstrate a significant enough 

mailto:w_hathaway@att.net


 

 

benefit to the region to justify the expenditure of at least $1.5 billion dollars - a figure that 

could easily double if the optimistic assumptions in the Illiana Study documents are not 

met - and the disruption to residents in the study area as a result of the construction and 

operation of the proposed roadway. 

 
Because of the voluminous and sometimes contradictory documentation generated by 

IDOT and InDOT it is difficult to provide a comprehensive response to all of the claimed 

costs and benefits. Additionally, different models and modeling assumptions can have a 

significant effect on the generated forecasts and a complete review requires access to the 

underlying models and justifications for the assumptions that are not readily available.  

Regardless of these difficulties the following contains issues that, taken singly and 

certainly together, argue strongly against the inclusion of the Illiana Toll Road in the 

NIRPC 2040 CRP. 

 
Each voting member of NIRPC is respectfully requested to review these and all other 

comments received before voting on the proposed amendment to the NIRPC 2040 CRP. 

 

Part One - Fiscal and Utilization Considerations 
 
Cost and Cost Uncertainty 
 

The InDOT/IDOT has published a cost of the project as $1.3 billion (RFIS-S, p 12). 

However, CMAP’s staff study suggests that based on similar projects the per lane mile 

cost could be significantly higher (CMAP-A, pp 3-5). Additionally, because of the 

financing model chosen by IDOT and InDOT (see below) there are significant financing 

costs to be included - amounting to perhaps an additional $2 billion or more as well as 

operating and maintenance costs.  Total project costs could easily approach or exceed $3 

billion and may be much higher over a 3 year construction and 35 year payment lifetime if 

the States are unable to secure traditional funding (federal loans and grants, etc.) and 

would instead have to rely completely on private equity financing and if construction costs 

follow CMAP’s estimates. 

 
For example, CMAP suggests per lane mile cost of between $12.9 million to $37.1 

million for comparable projects. At $12.9 million per lane mile initial project costs 

increase to over $2.4 billion.  At $37.1 million these become almost $7 billion. While 

the upper figures are most likely too high for the Illiana project it is also likely that the 

figure used by InDOT/IDOT is too low. 

 
Additionally, there are maintenance and operating fees required for the life of the roadway 

that are not included in the construction cost estimates.  Using fees from the 



 

 

Cambridge study and adjusting for inflation at 2% per year the maintenance and operating 

costs total nearly $650 million for 35 years. This number is too low for three reasons. 

Intersections and overpasses were added during the Tier 1 and Tier 2 analysis significantly 

increasing the maintenance scope and burden. This figure does not include some routine 

expenses such as policing, emergency services, etc.  The basic assumptions of the 

Cambridge study cost modeling are questionable.  As an example, the Cambridge study 

records a construction cost (including right-of-way acquisition) of approximately $3.1 

million per lane mile which understates the current InDOT/IDOT estimate by a factor of 

2.6 times.  Assuming the same understatement for maintenance and operations would 

increase the 35 year burden to almost $1.7 billion. 

 
Both InDOT and IDOT have begun the bidding process for their respective sections of 

the proposed Toll Road. It would seem prudent to delay inclusion of the Illiana in the 

2040 CRP until that bidding process was more developed and completed. 

 

Additional Highway Work 
 

Both InDOT and IDOT appear to have purposely avoided estimating the cost of 

additional work that will be needed should the Illiana Toll Road be constructed. At public 

meetings InDOT representatives claimed that no such estimates exist and that the Illiana 

costs being put forward included only the roadway and interchanges. When specifically 

asked about necessary work on I-65 the InDOT response was that that, other than the 

interchange, nothing in the Illiana Project was directly associated with I-65. 

 
IDOT now asks that a single amendment to the NIRPC 2040 CRP include both the Illiana 

as well as widening of I-65. There appears to be no easily accessible copy of the requested 

amendment, just supporting documentation.  However, that documentation only discusses 

the Illiana per se. 

 
The lack of costs associated with the I-65 portion of the project would seem to preclude 

approval of the amendment by NIRPC.  NIRPC is being asked to add a project to the 

fiscally constrained CRP without know the costs. 

 
There are also other obvious candidates for highway improvement should the Illiana be 

built.  One example would include significant changes to US 41 south of US 30 to past 

Lowell. Current projections show that this already heavily utilized corridor will become 

increasingly congested, even without construction of a new Toll Road. This may be 

exacerbated should the Illiana be built. 

 
CMAP has identified required additional highway work that is in excess of $1.5 billion. 



 

 

Should the Illana be built there will be some additional projects that will be required in 

Indiana. At least preliminary costs for these must be developed and both the base costs for 

the Illiana itself as well as the costs for all other work needed as a result of the Illiana need 

to be summed and considered as a whole when evaluating the Illiana project and also in 

insuring that funding for the additional required work be available. Failing to do so opens 

the possibility of significant deterioration in local travel should the required additional 

funding not be available in a timely fashion. 

 

Toll Collection 
 

The InDOT/IDOT claims “The project will generate sufficient toll revenue over the 

period to 2053 to repay the initial cost of the project AND (sic) the operation and 

maintenance costs of the facility for the term of the agreement.” This is contradicted in 

the amendment request supporting document where there is an admission that, “Toll 

revenues are often supplemented by public sector subsidies…” (RFIS-S, p 12). 

 
The InDOT/IDOT forecasts that 8,800 vehicles (5,000 heavy trucks) would use the Toll 

Road assuming 25% retained traffic with tolling.  At 75% retention the figures are 26,300 

total and 15,000 trucks. 

 
Currently, IDOT is promoting a figure of 14,000 vehicles per day using the Toll Road 

(CMAP-J, p 6). Using the distribution above that would yield ~8,000 trucks and 6,000 

automobiles. 

 
CMAP staff have estimated that, in reality, as much as $1.1 billion could be owed by 

Illinois (CMAP-R, pp 6-7).  Indiana’s portion of the shortfall could be as much as $367 

million under the CMAP analysis scheme for a total shortfall of as much as $1.47 billion. 

This assumes that there will be significant traditional financing available in the form of 

federal loans and grants, bonds and only a limited amount of equity financing. (See 

below.) 

 

Public Private Partnership 
 

Both InDOT and IDOT have decided to proceed with the project assuming P3 

financing and operation. 

 
Many statements from the InDOT/IDOT and supporters of the project (e.g. 

NWIT-Ross) have led the many in the public to believe that the proposed Toll Road 

will be built and operated with no taxpayer money.  Doug Ross, writing for the 

Northwest Indiana Times specifically stated this, “…the investors who would collect 

tolls in exchange for building this road…” The presentation to potential investors 

earlier this year showed two possible financing models (Illiana-P3/IF, slide 8): a toll 



 

 

collection model and an availability payment model. The supporting document for the 

proposed amendment before NIRPC dated October 27, 2013 provides no firm statement 

regarding financing (RFIS-S, pp 12-13). 

 
Since then both Illinois and Indiana have stated their intention to use the availability 

payment model in which the States will make guaranteed payments to the investors 

regardless of the amount of tolls collected (e.g. IFA-RFQ, especially p A-4 for model). All 

of the risk thus falls to the States and none is assumed by the bidders who are guaranteed a 

return of capital, plus whatever level of finance costs they negotiate with the States. 

 
Ann Schneider, IDOT Secretary “argued that the project needed to go forward as the 

state’s first public-private partnership, but said if suitable investors are not found, the state 

will not build the Illiana” (CHITrib-1).  However, with the States assuming all the risks it 

is almost certain that some individual or consortium will present a proposal since there is 

guaranteed income from the project - only requirements that the project be implemented 

according to an agreement.  Should NIRPC amend the 2040 CRP there is nothing 

constraining InDOT/IDOT from proceeding, even if the terms and costs far exceed the 

current estimates. 

 

Financing 
 

CMAP’s estimate of a total shortfall of as much as $1.47 billion as has been noted above. 

This assumes that there will be significant traditional financing available in the form of 

federal loans and grants, bonds and only a limited amount of equity financing.  Details 

are available in the CMAP Staff Report. 

 
For purposes of additional analysis a simple model was developed which used the old 

Cambridge maintenance and operating costs, adjusted for inflation, along with 

assumptions for initial project costs as well as toll collection estimates, also adjusted for 

inflation, to determine shortfalls if only equity financing was available.  (details available 

upon request) 

 
Using InDOT/IDOT’ s project cost of $1.5 billion and CMAP’s tolling rates at 14,000 

vehicles per day an additional $5.7 billion would be required to assure investors a 12% 

IRR for their investment.  This would have to be paid through State funds. 

 
Using a construction cost of $2.4 billion (see above) the additional payment rises to 

$10.5 billion. 

 
One could argue that vehicle utilization would be higher (more tolls), that there will almost 

certainly be some traditional financing and that initial costs will be lower since 



 

 

the States would likely purchase right-of-way to hold title to the property but this quick 

analysis does show again that there is significant uncertainty in the true costs of this 

project and the true liability that the States and taxpayers are assuming should this project 

go forward. 

 

Congestion Relief 
 

One of the oft touted benefits of the proposed Illiana Toll Road is the congestion relief 

provided for currently heavily utilized roadways.  Numerous studies (e.g. IEFS) have 

shown relatively little reduction in the number of vehicles travelling on the Borman 

Expressway and US 30 (especially in percent of vehicles) should the Illiana Toll Road be 

constructed. 

 
The Tier 1 Alternative Analysis (Illiana Alternatives, Table 4.2, p 4-9) shows relatively 

little impact in a tolled scenario for the selected route in the reduction of vehicle miles on 

constrained arterials (~2.3% reduction with a 25% retained toll impact). Total vehicle 

hours in the region is shown to be reduced by only 0.1%! 

 
The CMAP calculations show no difference between “build” and “no build” options for “% 

Congested Vehicle Miles Travelled” or for “% Congested Vehicle Hours Travelled” 

(CMAP-A, Figure 8, p 12).  In both the CMAP and the Illiana Corridor studies total vehicle 

miles actually increase if the Illiana Toll Road is built. 

 
Using their own figures, the route chosen by the InDOT/IDOT has significantly less effect 

on congestion relief and total utilization (especially as measured in vehicle miles) than 

more northerly routes.  (See below for comments regarding actual beneficiaries). 

 
InDOT/IDOT makes the claim, “The value of travel time savings in the region is $5B 

over a typical 75 year life” (Illiana - F3, p 4).  Such an assertion in ludicrous.  It is 

difficult to know what employment and operating costs will be ten years from now. Any 

number that claims 75 year knowledge is fiction. 

 
Following recent improvements on the Borman there has been a marked decrease in less 

than posted travel speeds. Indeed, it is not unusual to find traffic travelling at 10 to 15 mph 

over the posted speeds, even during the busiest times. 

 
Although it is anecdotal, most of the heaviest congestion and traffic delays in Indiana 

appear to be occurring on US 30 from Dyer through Merrillville and into Valparaiso as 

well as along US 41. Reduced speeds are occurring in some significant areas in Lake 

County but almost all of the congestion is occurring within St. John, Crown Point and 

Winfield and north to the Lake.  It is likely that the vast majority of this 



 

 

traffic is local and that almost none of it would benefit from diversion to the proposed 

Illiana for any part of the travel. The Illiana simply does not address current traffic 

problems within the NIRPC area and will do nothing to improve current travel conditions 

within the area. 

 
Some of the benefits claimed for the Illiana are to alleviate future travel problems with 

projected increases in traffic.  IDOT predicts a 47% increase in regional traffic from 2010 

to 2040 (CMAP-R, p 10).  It would appear that these figures might be inflated because of 

the use of outdated models. The chart below shows national vehicle miles travelled 

(source USDOT). 
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After climbing fairly steadily to a peak in 2007 the VMT has held steady or dropped with 

2012 being 2.5% below peak.  Models which assume the robust traffic increases prior to 

2007 are overstating future volumes. 

 
There is no reasonable expectation that the Illiana will provide and relief to currently 

congested travel areas within the NIRPC area and claims of future congestion based on 

the traffic patterns of the last century need to be carefully reviewed. 

 

Jobs Created 
 

The Illiana Corridor documentation (e.g. RFIS-S, p 24) and public statements from IDOT 

and InDOT personnel (e.g. NWIT-Alderman) have claimed 28,000 long term jobs will be 

created by construction of the Illiana Toll Road over 30 years.  Most often this figure is 

used uncritically, with no disclaimer. This leads one to assume that in 2048 the region 

will have 28,000 more people employed because of the construction of the Illiana than 

would otherwise be employed.  However, this figure is actually job years (RFIS-S, p 22). 

Illinois Transportation Secretary Ann Schneider conceded to Crain's Chicago Business 

that the true number is around 940 permanent jobs 

(CCB-Hinz). 28,218 job years divided by 30 years yields ~940 employed. 

InDOT/IDOT suggests a 75-25 split between Illinois and Indiana and so our State 

could expect to see ~235 additional people employed. 



 

 

This figure is insignificant when compared to the cost of this project and the lack of other 

benefits, and is another reason why the Illiana project should not be included in the 

NIRPC 2040 CRP. 

 
While it only comprehends Illinois regional employment, the IDOT analysis show a 

forecast slight decline in total population. 

 

Other Economic Benefits 
 

InDOT/IDOT claim significant other economic benefits, both along the Illiana corridor 

and within the region. CMAP’s staff analysis does show some benefits but, again, not 

enough to make the Illiana a viable addition to CMAP’s 2040 plan.  Since most of the 

economic development will be within Illinois there is even less justification to amend 

NIRPC’s 2040 CRP to include the Illiana. 

 
CMAP staff point out that the major beneficiaries for an Illiana Toll Road would likely be 

the intermodal facilities built or planned in Will County, IN.  Reports from meetings with 

InDOT staff confirm that these, along with a Peotone airport are the only real beneficiaries 

and the real reason that the Illiana is being planned. 

 
Despite InDOT’s claims, there is no scenario where building of the Illiana would support 

business growth along the Borman corridor that parallels the proposed Illiana route. All 

new business growth as a result of the new roadway, if any, would almost certainly be 

within the Illiana corridor and most likely within Will County, Ill. 

 
The Peotone airport has always been a focal point for the justification of the Illiana. 

Tier 1 documentation showed the following graphic: 

 

 



 

 

The actual impact is likely to be less than depicted in the Tier 1 documentation. As noted 

above, current national trends show a steady or declining VMT since 2008. VMT’s for 

Lake County, Ind are less readily available for longer terms but show VMT peaking in 

2009. 

 
The impact of the Peotone airport was done for the Tier 1 EIS by the al Chalabi group and 

asserts very aggressive job and population growth that are so high as to seem unbelievable.  

Al Chalabi uses what they term a market-driven forecast that results in significantly higher 

growth rates than other studies that assume the South Suburban Airport will be built (e.g. 

the NIRPC projections) and much, much higher growth rates for models that don’t assume 

airport construction (e.g. Indiana Business Research Center, Kelly School of Business, 

Indiana University).  It almost appears that the numbers generated for this study were 

chosen specifically to justify the construction of the Illiana tollway.  The suggestion that 

the airport at Peotone, coupled with the Illiana, would turn the study area and adjacent 

zones into something resembling O’Hare Airport and environs within a relatively short 

time are difficult to accept: it seems as likely that the result of building the South Suburban 

Airport would be more like the experience at the MidAmerica St. Louis Airport with 

extremely low traffic volumes. The changing political climate in Illinois raises real doubts 

as to whether the airport will ever be built. 

 
The intermodal business growth as a reason for building the Illiana is also suspect. The 

following graphic is from CMAP’s analysis documentation for the Illiana. 
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CMAP staff point out in the accompanying text that the only facility near the Illiana is the 

planned Centerpoint facility near Crete and Beecher.  Even with that facility one can 

reasonably assume that all northbound traffic would use 394 rather than diverting south 

first.  Only traffic moving south from that facility would use the Illiana and then, only if it 

was bound for Indiana, would the portion of the Illiana in Indiana be utilized. A similar 

scenario exists for the current Elwood and planned Ridgeport facilities - only traffic 

travelling south in Indiana would use that portion of the Illiana within Indiana. 

 
Additionally, some communities are finding that the presence of an intermodal terminal 

does not guarantee that all of the claimed benefits will ever become reality 

(e.g. CHITrib-2). For that reason the lessening likelihood that significant local incentives to 

build will be available in the near future may mean that some of the planned facilities will 

not be built. 
 
 
 

Part 2 - Consistency with the NIRPC 2040 CRP 
 

Rather than a point by point review of the compatibility of the Illiana with the NIRPC 2040 

CRP the following will respond to some of the claims made in InDOT’s supporting 

documents for the requested amendment. 

 

NIRPC Goal Growth and Conservation (G&C) #1: Livable urban, suburban and rural 

centers. 
 

While InDOT claims significant benefits in this goal there is actually little that the 

proposed roadway would do for corridor residents in Indiana. The easy access to the 

Midewin National Tall Grass Prairie is a nice phrase but would likely have very little 

impact on Indiana residents.  Likewise access to Cedar Lake for Illinois residents isn’t a 

significant factor. 

 
It is hard to envision residents of the NIRPC area ever utilizing the Illiana for within 

region travel.  The only possible use would be for through travel to central or southern 

Illinois. 

 

NIRPC Goal Growth and Conservation (G&C) #2: Revitalized urban core. 
 

As noted above, there is no reasonable scenario where the construction of the Illiana Toll 

Road would have any positive impact on the urban core of the NIRPC area. The main 

goal of the Illiana is to spur development in Will County, Ill. This roadway will do 

nothing for the residents of this urban core. 



 

 

NIRPC Goal Growth and Conservation (G&C) #3: Managed growth that protects 

farmland, environmentally sensitive areas and important ecosystems. 
 

IDOT and InDOT have made changes to some of the original design features to 

minimize damage to the environment. However, they are mitigating, in a small way, the 

extensive damage that will occur.  Farmland and wetlands will be destroyed for very 

little, if any benefit. 

 

NIRPC Goal Transportation (T) #1: A safe and secure transportation system. 
 

It is difficult to see how construction of the Illiana will have any significant impact on 

accidents in the NIRPC area. 

 
The following diagram is part of the Tier 1 documentation from InDOT.  Accidents aren’t 

occurring where the construction of the Illiana would lessen the frequency. Higher travel 

speeds on a toll road may, infact increase either the frequency or severity of accidents for 

the few vehicles diverted to that road. 

 

 
 
NIRPC Goal Transportation (T) #2: Increase mobility, accessibility, and 

transportation options for people and freight 
 

The proposed Illiana does provide an alternate, multi-lane roadway through the area. 

However, IDOT’s use of 14,000 for a daily load means that it will do little for increasing 

mobility and accessibility for NIRPC area residents. 

 
Additionally, there may be some significant work required to upgrade current arterial 

roadways because of Illiana construction. Since these have not been investigated and 

since InDOT has not proposed any funding for these sorts of required upgrades 



 

 

it is possible that the Illiana will actually decrease mobility and accessibility for local 

travel. 

 

NIRPC Goal Transportation (T) #3: Adequate Transportation Funding and Efficient 

Use of Resources. 
 

See above for a discussion of costs and funding. The funding for the roadway 

through tolls is inadequate and exposes the States and residents (via taxes) to 

significant risk. 

 

NIRPC Goal Environment (E) #1: Reduce flooding risks and improve water quality; 

addressed jointly with NIRPC Goal Environment (E) #3: Clean land. 
 

InDOT and IDOT appear to have been sensitive in these areas.  However, the design 

changes they are considering simply mitigate, to a small extent, the presence of a huge 

construction through what is currently fertile farmland, wetlands and other natural areas. 

 

NIRPC Goal Environment (E) #2: Improve Air Quality. 
 

Total miles travelled are expected to increase as a result of construction of the Illiana as 

shown in both the InDOT/IDOT and CMAP analysis. 

 

NIRPC Goal Economic Development (ED) #1: A globally competitive, diversified economy 

that protects and enhances our natural environment. 
 

The only potential beneficiaries of the Illiana are the intermodal and planned airport in Will 

County, Ill. 

 

NIRPC Goal Economic Development (ED) #2: Expanded access to knowledge and 

educational opportunities. 
 

This proposed roadway has absolutely no impact in this area. 

 
NIRPC Goal Stewardship and Governance (S and G) #1: Environmental Justice 
 

Since the proposed path of the Illiana Toll Road is well away from most locations 

identified as poverty areas or those with a significant minority population, there are no 

assertive issues of environmental. By that is meant that there are no direct, physical issues 

related to the proposed roadway. 

 
However, there are some serious, secondary effects. 



 

 

As noted above, any significant development will almost certainly be limited to the Illiana corridor itself 

and most likely within the confines of Will County, Ill.  There is simply no realistic scenario where the 

presence of the Illiana would spur growth in the northern parts of the NIRPC region to any significant 

extent and so one might argue that the Illiana would deprive residents in the northern areas of sharing in 

any potential benefits. 

 
Any possible reduction in traffic on the Borman would have almost no impact on traffic north of that 

roadway and the Illiana would do nothing to alleviate current or future congestion on local roadways 

in the northern areas. 

 
The presence of the Illiana would actively inhibit development in the “environmental justice” areas. 

 
One of the stated goals of the Illiana is “… to meet the growing passenger and air- cargo needs of the 

south suburban Chicago region including Indiana” (SRIE, p 15). Despite what some InDOT officials have 

stated, this would have a devastating effect of the Gary Airport. 

 
One of the NIRPC 2040 CRP goals is to rehabilitate and utilize brownfield sites. The presence of the 

Illiana would make those brownfield sites in the northern parts of especially Lake County much less 

desirable and thus be another environmental justice issue. 

 
For all of the reasons listed above the proposed amendment to the NIRPC 2040 CRP should be rejected. 
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From: ruthg0129@aol.com [mailto:ruthg0129@aol.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 6:47 PM 
To: comments 
Subject: ILLIANA 

 
Sorry this is last minute. 
 
I am against the ILLIANA on it's current route. I don't think that it will truely relieve the congestion north of highway 80 as I 
believe is it's purpose. I think our money would be better spent at this time with improving interstate 80. There is a 
bottleneck going through Joliet that could be addressed. We don't need the grassy medians between the east and west 
bound traffic. I realize there are bridges to deal with but this new highway would also require bridge construction. Many of 
our roads and bridges are in pretty bad shape including the bridge on 80 in Joliet. Please use our monies to repair or 
replace our current roads and bridges.  
Secondly, I do not understand why this current path is 2 miles off of the county road. Why would we split emergency 
services and school routes on the last 2 miles of the county? The reasonable idea would be to use the county line, as 
services split there anyway. Please do not tell us that this highway is going to create jobs. The jobs created would be for 
the most part temporary and specific to the road.  
Lastly I do not like the road itself. If it is so badly needed, why is it only 4 lanes, 2 each way? Is the plan to start with this 
and every couple of years add a lane or two? Please do not create grass and water havens along and in the center of the 
road to draw in birds and animals to get killed. We have enough wildlife dying on our roads now. Please don't entice them 
into traffic. 
 
Ruth Geyer 
15106 W Wilmington-Peotone Rd 
Manhattan, IL 60442 
 

 

From: Harold & Pat Mussman [mailto:moose1942@airbaud.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 6:17 PM 
To: comments 
Subject: comments for the 2040 Plan 
 
Dear Members of the NIRPC Board, 
 
Tonight is the deadline for us to submit comments and we hope you will consider ours.  We attended the Transportation 
Committee meeting yesterday morning and made comments at that time that gave viable alternatives for funding that 
has been delegated for the ILLIANA project through legal changes to the appropriations. 
 

1. First we want to go on record stating that CMAP voted NO on including the ILLIANA in their Go To 2040 
Plan.  The vote was 10-4-1 against.  The MPO committee was supposed to vote the same day, however IDOT 
Secretary Ann Schneider didn’t have the votes and the members available to vote so, since she chairs the MPO, 
she delayed their vote 8 days so she and Governor Quinn could pay and pressure voting members to vote for an 
amendment to the CMAP Go To 2040 Plan to include the ILLIANA.  On October 9 when CMAP voted we had 10 
votes against the ILLIANA and 9 in favor.  By the time the meeting was held and the vote taken on October 17, 
they had changed votes and won with an 11-8 vote in favor.  Please remember that CMAP, who was formed to 
determine the best plan for 2040 and they were marginalized.  PLEASE don’t allow that to happen with NIRPC. 

2. We sincerely want to see growth and jobs in Lake, Porter and LaPorte Counties as well as southern Cook County 
and northern Will Counties in Illinois.  We feel that the best way to do this is through deconstruction of 
abandoned buildings and homes in the northern Lake County, construction of a trauma center, a port and a fast 
track for the Greater Gary/Chicago Airport.  Infrastructure is there, i.e, rail, expressway, water and 
roads/streets.  If funding would go to the cities to the north:  Gary, East Chicago, Whiting and Hammond, we 
could achieve these goals.  Making northern Lake County job friendly to a variety of businesses and 
manufacturers would bring tremendous revenue to Lake County and also to the state of Indiana.  We are a right 
to work state, we are tax friendly to business, so now we need to make the area development friendly.  Leaving 

mailto:ruthg0129@aol.com
mailto:ruthg0129@aol.com
mailto:moose1942@airbaud.net


 

the abandoned buildings and homes in place turns off those companies who might relocate here.  Creating so 
many construction jobs to remove these obstacles would be the shot in the arm that the region needs. 

3. Building a Trauma Center in Gary would not only save lives, it would create good construction jobs for workers, 
but would also create great long term, good paying jobs for so many people.  Building a new port in Gary would 
move commerce more easily.  Fast tracking the Gary/Chicago Airport would create so many good jobs, not only 
as a cargo airport, but as a passenger facility. 

4. If you want to relieve traffic congestion and create good routes to the northern reaches of Lake County, 
removing those abandoned buildings and homes would allow for a new major highway to move commerce 
through the area and bring manufacturing and business into the area.  This is where the funding should be spent. 

5. The infrastructure is already there, we have rail, a toll road, an expressway, and Lake Michigan as well as 
commuter rail.  This will bring all of the above. 

6. As Illinois has done along their commuter rail system they have created beautiful areas for high end condo’s and 
homes.  These are within walking distance to the stations.  We need to do this in Indiana.  Rail is a wonderful 
alternative to automobile travel.  We would support an extension of the South Shore rail service to Lowell to also 
alleviate traffic congestion in the area.  It would service northern Lake County and Illinois workers.  Using the 
existing rail line would save taxpayers money and provide good alternatives to driving. 

7. The Illiana was designed to move logistics from Elwood, Wilmington and Joliet in Illinois to the East.  Steve 
Schielke, Project Manager for the ILLIANA with IDOT went on record at an August 6th meeting in Will Township in 
Illinois to say that the Illiana will not benefit anyone or any community along the corridor and will not alter 
growth whether the road is built or not built.  It will not create any more long jobs than it would if it wasn’t built. 

8. Bruce Hamann, Will Township Illinois Road Commissioner was appointed by the “No ILLIANA 4 Us” organization 
to speak and to present the petitions with  signatures against the construction of the ILLIANA Toll Road that 
would allow a handful of trucking companies to put more than dozens of farm businesses either out of business 
or hinder their businesses.  Local Farmers are first agronomists, geneticists, business marketers,  submitted 
scientists and food providers.  They feed all of you.  Why should these few trucking companies put all of these 
businesses out of business? 

 Signatures on petitions in favor of the ILLIANA, Bruce submitted 4415 signatures on petitions against the 
construction.  Remember when you remove between 5500 and 6000 acres of highly productive farm land that feeds all 
of you, your families and the world, food costs could increase. 
So in summary we are asking you to vote against including the ILLIANA in your 2040 plan, at least for now, and reviewing 
all of the other alternatives that we have put forth in other comments, including the project to build roads in northern 
Lake County where abandoned buildings are removed and Indiana State Road 10 which is a major truck route between 
Indiana and Illinois that is free.  Implementing a new toll road that guarantees the private investor the funds he must 
have to invest is putting the taxpayers in a position to pay additional taxes to cover short falls in revenue promised from 
tolls.  If the lease guarantees a certain amount of money from tolls, and they don’t materialize, just like the existing East 
West Toll road, taxpayers are responsible for making up the difference.  Basically, this is a bond or a loan that the State 
must repay with Interest.  It is a lose/lose for the people and the state of Indiana. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and we hope your no vote on December 3, 4 and 12. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Harold Mussman, Jr. 
West Creek Township Trustee’ 
Patricia Mussman 
West Creek Township resident 
Lowell, Indiana  

 

 

From: Maureen Ross [mailto:mlross1012@comcast.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 5:40 PM 

mailto:mlross1012@comcast.net


 

To: comments 
Subject: Vote No on the Illiana Tollroad 

 

Dear Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Committee members: 
 
I am writing to express my very strong opposition to the Illiana Toll Road being included in the 
2040 Plan.  I have looked carefully at the pros and cons and find that the negative reasons by far 
outweigh the positive for the state of Indiana and, in particular, Northwest Indiana.  I have 
outlined only a partial listing of the negatives below: 
 
The Cons: 

 The impact to taxpayers would be catastrophic.  The truck traffic estimated for the Illiana 
will not begin to cover the income that needs to be generated; thereby, by default, the 
taxpayer is stuck with the bill. 

 This road's benefit to Illinois is obvious to anyone traveling the proposed corridor for the 
Illiana.  It is strictly a means for Illinois to move trucks over to I-65.  There is no benefit at all 
to Northwest Indiana - it is simply a pass-through. 

 The job creation is minimal to none for Indiana.  Construction jobs are temporary and would 
are not likely to come from the immediate area.  Long-term jobs are only a handful, at best. 

 Development around the road's interchanges is not the kind of development that the 
planners should be looking to create for the area.  We already have a similar commercial 
development at the intersection of I-65 and Route 2.  We don't need another truck stop or 
adult book store a few miles from there. 

 There are many projects in the area that could truly benefit from funds for improvement and/or 
development. 

 We have been given a real song-and-dance about the marvels of this project.  The taxpayers are 
intelligent enough to know that this project is politically motivated with underestimated costs and 
overestimated use and benefits. 

The Pros: 

 For the people of Indiana and, in particular, Northwest Indiana - zero! 

 

I urge you to vote against including the Illiana toll road in your Go To 2040 Plan. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Maureen Ross 

16287 Lakewood Street 

Lowell, IN 46356 

 



 

 

From: Sandy [mailto:sandyclaus2000@att.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 5:17 PM 
To: comments 
Subject: NIRPC Transportation Committee meeting 

 

At Tuesday’s NIRPC Transportation Committee meeting Nov 19, 2013 a Congestion Management Analysis 
report was given on the Illiana.  For the Illiana process to continue this report had to show congestion 
improvement. The Transportation Policy Committee would then have to approve this report or the Illiana 
project would not continue.  As stated by the presenter, the analysis showed the east/west corridors would 
still be highly congested if the Illiana was built and the Illiana would take jobs away from the 80/94 
corridor!  There would be a slight improvement in congestion, “it doesn’t have to be great, just better”.  In 
order to come up with this slight improvement result the analysis used a 12 cents per mile toll. That’s half of 
what Illinois is saying the tolls could be.  Route 2 and Route 231 were surprisingly included in the analysis being 
compared to 80/94 and US 30.  Route 2 doesn’t go straight to the Illinois state line and 231 ends at US 
41.  How can you do traffic models comparing 2 lane roads with main thoroughfares?  It seemed as figures and 
comparisons were chosen in order to provide a technically favorable result instead of realistic numbers being 
analyzed to show the true outcome.  Although slight, it was enough to pass congestion management criteria 
and go before a NIRPC Transportation Committee vote.  It is disheartening that this biased analysis would be 
accepted and passed by a yes vote of 8 out of 19 votes.  Sandy Linden 
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ZIESE & SONS EXCAVATING, INC. 
6929 W. 109th Avenue Crown 
Point, IN 46307-8843 
(219) 663-2625 Office 
(219) 663-1620 Fax 

 
 
 
 

 

To whom it may concern; 

 
As a local contractor we are for the Illiana Expressway, we see it as generating future work for our area. 

Between the construction of the expressway to future development along the highway it means many jobs 

for the area, in both construction and future businesses along the route. We would love to see it move 

forward. 
 

 
 

Sincerely, Kenneth Ziese 

 
From: Evelyn Vicari [mailto:evievicari@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 2:27 PM 
To: comments 
Subject: tollway 

 

Please vote no I feel like we've been  sold out to big corporations I totally can't believe that 12 miles of 
a tollway could bring any money or business to Indiana we should be fixing what we have to bring the 
money here. It feels like the people from Indy want us to fail here in Lake county try to make us look 
bad they take from us all the time please look at the bigger picture and make the right decision and 
remember if this goes through it will end up in Porter county eventually. Thank you for taking the time 
to read this.    Evelyn Vicari 
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Tube City IMS 
\, " L V 

 
 

Spencer Hill 

VP of Operations 

Tube City IMS - Mill Services Group 
 

November 20, 2013 
 
 

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 

Attention: Illiana Expressway Public Comment 

6100 Southport Road  

Portage,  Indiana 46368 

 
Re: Illiana Expressway 

 
Dear Commission Members; 

 
On behalf of Tube City IMS, LLC, I write in support of the proposed Illiana Expressway. 

Tube City IMS has a number of facilities located at steel mills in the areas to be serviced by 

the proposed highway. This highway would be a welcome addition to the area and should 

help alleviate some of the traffic congestion that exists. It will also be a great source of much 

needed jobs. I urge the Commission to Approve the Illiana Expressway in their 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan. 
 

 

 
 

Spencer Hill 

VP of Operations 

 
  



 

 
From: Laurie Long [mailto:l.long@outlook.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 11:58 AM 
To: comments 
Subject: Illiana Opposition 

 

I wish to register my strong opposition to the Illiana. 
 
The information that has been published in regards to the need for this road, the projected use, the 
costs, the number of jobs it would create have been contradictory to the point that it seems 
deceitful.  
 
Decisions are moving forward before vital information is obtained. Here’s a specific example, the B3 
route was chosen largely based on having the lowest cost and the least constructability challenges. 
This estimate was done based on closing off access to nine roads in Lowell. The powers that be were 
told by many that closing the majority of those roads is not possible due to the fragmented roads in 
Lowell and unincorporated Lowell. How on God’s green earth can construction costs be determined 
without knowing how many over or under passes are needed? Of the nine roads originally slated to 
close, six of them are now to remain open if the Illiana moves forward. I’m no rocket scientist, but six 
over or underpasses surely would significantly add to the cost. I’m dumbfounded that construction 
cost were calculated with this type of information, there is no possible way they can be accurate and 
decisions are being made based on them? This just adds to the certainty that the data on this project 
is so incomplete that the integrity of any of it can be trusted. 
 
And, B3 over B4, seriously? Sure, lets bi-sect a community and school district leaving two miles on 
the north side of an expressway instead of running it a bit south around it entirely. Let’s make that 
decision based on the fact that B4 would need to be two miles longer than B3 and the ignorance of 
realizing B3 requires six over/underpasses. 
 
I’m also frustrated beyond measure how the displacements were considered. I think it is imperative 
when considering displacement that one does not consider merely the number; but also the 
feasibility for those displaced to find a comparable setting, property and residence to relocate. The 
homes in my area are situated on 3-20 acres; this will not be easy to replicate elsewhere, not to 
mention the farm land that would be lost. I don’t mean to sound insensitive, but ‘cookie cutter’ 
subdivisions on ¼ lots are everywhere. While more people may be displaced in denser areas, 
relocation options are vastly more abundant. If this roadway gets built, it’s roughly the same number 
of miles for all proposed corridors, period. The number of acres lost to this road are the same 
regardless of how many people are landowners of them. 
 
I also feel very strongly that if this roadway moves forward that it will denigrate our entire region, 
what if any benefits are worth the cost of that?  
 
Thank you for your consideration of my views, I’m urging you to vote against this roadway.  
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6050 Southport Road, Suite A 
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November 20, 2013 

 

 

Mr.Ty Warner 
Executive Director 
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, IN 46368 
 
 
Dear Mr. Warner: 
 
On behalf of the more than 500 contractor members of the Construction Advancement Foundation of 
Northwest Indiana, Inc. and their 20,000+ employees I am writing to you to express our support 
for the IIIiana Expressway. 
 
  We believe this project is a critically important infrastructure improvement for the long term 
health of northwest Indiana’s economy. We believe there are numerous benefits of this project 
including:  

9,000 construction jobs and 28,000 long term jobs; 
 

providing an alternative route for motorists traveling the 1-90/94 corridor; relieving traffic on the 

1-80 Borman/Kinge ry Expressway and U.S. 30; serving as a bypass for trucks the congested 

metropolitan highways; 

providing access to one of the largest "inland port" intermodal freight areas in the 
U.S.; 

 
providing  a more  efficient  route for  the  movement  of  freight  from Will  County's 

intermodal yards to the Gary/Chicago Airport and the Port of Indiana at Burns Harbor; 

 
the value of travel time savings in the region is projected to be $5 billion; 
 
 

reducing the strain of truck traffic on local roads, improving safety, cutting commuting time and 
reducing congestion;  
 

reducing vehicle traffic on arterial roads in the region by 26 million miles annually; 

 

improving safety by shifting longer distance traffic off local roads resulting in lower 

crash rates; and 

 

 

providing substantial air quality environmental benefits by reducing miles traveled, 
hours of emissions and fuel wasted due to cars and trucks caught in congestion.   
 

The IIIiana holds significant economic benefits region wide. While the IIIiana is in 

the southern portion of Lake County and the Chicago south suburbs it will make it 

easier to move raw mater ials and finished products in and out of the heart of Northwest 

Indiana's economic center - the northern section of Lake, Porter, and LaPorte counties. 

Taking thru traffic, particularly truck traffic off the Borman Expressway will allow the 

steel mills, oil refineries and other major employers along the lakefront to more easily 

move their goods in and out of their facilities, thereby lower ing their transportation 



 

costs. There is a large body of data on the relationship between transportation costs 

and job creation and it all points in one direction - lower transportation costs results 

in job creation. In this case Northern region communities have the  opportunity to take 

advantage of lower transportation costs through enhanced job creation. 
 
We urge the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission to include the IIIiana 

in 

your long range transportation plan. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

From: Danielle Lewis [mailto:danielle_lewis36@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 7:29 AM 
To: comments 
Subject: Concerns about the toll road 

 

mailto:danielle_lewis36@yahoo.com


 

To Whom it may Concern, 
 
I am a long time resident of Lowell and wanted to express my 
concerns regarding the toll road. My one major concern aside from 
uprooting families who have lived in the area for decades is the 
ability for emergency personnel to respond to emergencies on the 
toll road. With few on/off ramps the response time for emergency 
personel will be delayed and could possibly cause unnecessary loss 
of life or limb. The chances of this occurring are just as likely 
as the chance for an accident on I-65. This is something that can 
be avoided. I just do not feel that the risk is worth the reward. 
Thank you for hearing my concerns. 
 
  

 Sincerely,     
Danielle Lewis 

 

 

 

From: nmolden@comcast.net [mailto:nmolden@comcast.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 12:24 AM 
To: comments 
Subject: Proposed Illiana vs. National Award Winning 2040 Vision 

 
Dear NIRPC Representative, 

  
I am personally against the addition of another toll way in Indiana because we do not need 
it. We already have I 94 (free) and I 80 (toll) to run trucks east to west and west to east 
between Illinois and Indiana.  

  
Specifically, why I’m against the Illiana: 1) A new toll way will contribute to suburban 

sprawl and loss of our interconnected green space and generational family farms; 2) Funds 

would be better invested in public transit systems for NW Indiana to take vehicles off our 

highways; 3) Encouragement of economic development further south will leave our urban 

cities hugging Lake Michigan empty and decaying.  

 

The 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan is the voice of the people and their leaders, and 
should be considered as sacred as our Declaration of Independence and Bill of Rights. It is 
not something to be changed due to some short-sighted whim of the times. Please uphold 
and protect the original award-winning community-based vision of and for our 
communities! 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Annette Bunte [mailto:dab9193@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 8:58 PM 
To: comments 
Subject: Concerns of the Illiana 
 
Dear, 
Ladies and Gentlemen of NIRPC,I would like to express my concerns of the Illiana Tollroad.The loss of 
valuable fourth generation farmland! I feel if you are to build this road without investments and it sits in 
the taxpayers responsibilities,you need to look at it as a warranty issue! If you put money out for an item 
and you know it will not work,then don't buy it plain and simple! Don't use taxpayer money as credit card 
money!You will destroy this area by building this road!We all know there is more behind the scenes with 
this!Please think before you vote,I am totally against this road! 
Dean Bunte 
Sent from my iPod 
 
 
From: bearo7@comcast.net [mailto:bearo7@comcast.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 6:31 PM 
To: comments 
Subject: Illiana Tollroad 

 

11/19/2013 
 
To the members of NIRPC, I would like to take this opportunity to express my opposition 
of the Illiana Tollroad. 
 
First I am very saddened that we are at this point that we have to beg for our homes and 
farmland. We are just the little people going against politicians who really do not 
care..They are only looking at how it can benefit them. It would really be nice if someone 
could have the heart to listen to what the people are saying. How did Porter County get 
their way of opposing it to going further than just 65, like INDOT initially wanted it to. 
 
We have been lied to about the reason for this Tollroad. We were initially told it was to 
relieve congestion on 80/94, nothing was said about these trucking warehouses in Illinois 
until they were pushed into a corner since the congestion theory on 80/94 did not make 
sense to put it that far south..They rarely had any answers to our questions in the 
meetings for example were there going to be sound barriers, etc, stating they would have 
to see if it would be a problem...Hello!!!  have these people even been out to see where 
this road is going..It will be right in some people's back yard in the country where it is quiet 
and sound travels. I live a little over a mile from 41 and I can hear the traffic on a clear 
day.  
 
I moved to Lowell, IN 20 years ago to live in a country area that was peaceful. Some of us 
give up the luxury's that you would get in a more populated area to live in peace. We 
overlook having to have a septic and well, to live on roads that are last to get plowed, to 
have to pay more for homeowners because we do not have access to fire hydrant, for it to 
take longer for police to arrive, etc. All to be able to have our little peace of Quiet.   
 
Now they are planning to build a Concrete Monster right in our backyards. I am not one 
of the unfortunate ones losing my home, but I am one of the unfortunate one that has to 
live by it. Now were are not only looking at losing our beautiful country atmosphere, we 
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are looking at losing land and home value...Many of us have worked hard at our 
jobs most of our lives to have the quality of life that we have. Now in a blink of an 
eye, that is going to be taken away from us. The last tax assessments prove that, our 
land values have gone down, and that is only the start. We are going to have a hard time 
selling our homes, who is going to want to live right next to a noisy, truck polluted 
Tollroad. And not to even mention the environmental impact of this road, which has been 
brought up numerous times, again no one seems to care.  
 
And what saddens me the most is the ones who are losing their home and farmland and 
business to this nightmare. Homes that are 100 years old, that have been in families for 
generation. Why are the trucking terminals the real reason this road is being built 
more important than peoples homes, farmlands, and business's. You have to ask 
that question, is it the almighty dollar someone is going to be pocketing. And yes 
everyone is aware that this will help the Peotone Airport to go forward, again this is in 
Illinois not Indiana. 
 
I live in this area, so I know where most of the trucks travel East and West to 65. Rt #10, 
which has been brought up to utilize instead of the money going for the Illiana, or utilizing 
the old RT#2 a little further south in Schneider that has expressed they would like to have 
it go there.  But that is not what INDOT wants, maybe it's too much of an inconvenience to 
them, or might cost more money. They are not the ones who are going to have to live by 
the Illiana or lose their homes, or be put out in any way, so why would they care. And to 
put more of a burden on 65 both north and south with more semi-traffic than there is 
already if unbelievable and dangerous.  
 
Now for the point of this going to the taxpayers if there is not enough funding is almost a 
joke. Why again was that not stated a long time ago when they started this. If more 
people knew about this there would be an uproar, but it has been kept pretty quiet. And 
most people are afraid to go against it going the B3 Corridor Route, because they do not 
want it to change and go another Route closer by their homes. So now we also have to 
pay for a tollroad we do not want. And who is going to make up for the taxes to the 
counties for the people who are losing their homes, farmland and business's, and the 
lower land assessments. 
 
They are literally splitting our town of Lowell in half, not going on one side or the other but 
down the middle. This is really going to make the emergency response time unreal, 
especially having volunteer Fire Dept. Some of the North and South Roads are 
going to be closed.  There is also an exit and entrance ramp on 41, what I would like to 
know who is going to pay for all the additional road work on 41 from the Semi and 
increased traffic. This stretch of road is not in the greatest condition as it is, does not 
seem to be enough money except to patch a lot of these roads. And who is going to foot 
the bill for a stop light at every intersection on 41 where cars now have to cross to 
medians to get on 41, for instance 151st, 165th, etc. If there is more traffic on 41 this will 
need to be done or there will be a lot of deaths. Is the trucking terminals going to pay for 
all of these added expenses, or the private funders, or the taxpayers? But again these are 
just little things that INDOT cannot be bothered with.  Someone needs to be pro-active on 
a lot of these issues and not wait until the fall out occurs and then you have even more 
problems that cannot be undone. 
 
I for one am not opposed to change and growth for the better..However this whole 
scenario just does not make any sense? Most people I have spoken to stated yes it would 
be nice to have a better road going east and west, however when I tell them it is a 



 

TOLLROAD, not and EXPRESSWAY like all the papers make it out to be, they say forget 
it they are not going to pay the tolls!!!! 
 
And for all of these people who are for this project, are any of them losing their 
home, farmland, business, etc. or have to live right next to it. The answer to that 
would be NO, because if they were in that position, they would oppose this project. 
It will not create long term jobs in Indiana, and will just put more of a burden on the 
taxpayers. 
 
Thank you for you time in reading this, and I do hope you read all of these comments. 
You are probably our only chance in turning this around, and please put yourselves in our 
situations. 
Please listen to what the people are saying, since no one else seems to want to listen. 
This will not benefit Indiana in any way, and we are not Illinois. Most of us have moved 
from Illinois for these reasons. And I do not believe it is fair to be bullied by other 
politicians. Please vote NO for the people. 
  
Respectfully 
Tina Orsi 
16301 White Oak Ave 
Lowell,IN 
 

 

 

From: Frank Manzo [mailto:fmanzo@illinoisepi.org]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 3:06 PM 
To: comments 
Subject: Unofficial Public Support for the Illiana 
 
Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
ATTN: 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan and the Illiana Project 
6100 Southport Road 
Portage, IN 46368 
 
To NIRPC Staff and Board: 
 
As an addendum to the previous email, regarding the tremendous support for the Illiana: The 
Illinois Economic Policy Institute (ILEPI) would also like to notify NIRPC that The Times of 
Northwest Indiana conducted an unscientific online poll on whether the Illiana Expressway should 
be built. As of 3:00pm CT on 11/18/2013, the results of that poll were 486 yes (69.9%) and 209 no 
(30.1%). A snapshot of these results is attached, and an up-to-date link can be found here. While 
this is just an online poll, the votes are at least suggestive of overall public support for the project. 
 
I again appreciate the opportunity to comment on this important project for both Indiana and 
Illinois. 
 
FRANK MANZO IV, M.P.P. 

 
Policy Director 
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http://www.nwitimes.com/news/opinion/should-the-illiana-expressway-be-built/poll_91bceaa0-4bdc-11e3-8d12-0019bb2963f4.html


 

Illinois Economic Policy Institute 

(708) 375-1002 ext. 1 

www.illinoisepi.org 
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6049 Work Street 

DeMotte, IN 46310 

tcpaving@netnitco.net 
 
 

 
 
November 19, 2013 

 

 

Phone 219-987-5450 

Fax 219-987-6032 

 

 

Indiana Department of Transportation 

Illinois Department of Transportation 

c/o Operating Engineers Local150 Jeff 

Valles 

 
RE: Illiana Expressway 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 
Town & Country Construction, Inc., an asphalt paving company located in Jasper 

County, Indiana is in favor of an Illinana Expressway. We feel that the additional highway would 

help to reduce traffic congestion on I-80/94 in Northwest Indiana. 

 
Town & Country Construction, Inc. 

dba: Town & Country Paving 

 

Rodney B. Urbano 

Vice President/General Manager 

RBU/dd 
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From: waynetb [mailto:waynetb@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 1:58 PM 
To: comments; Nirpc 
Subject: Facebook Poll showing that the Town of Lowell is Against ILLIANA by at least 7 to 1 

 

Wayne Bartelmann 

Poll - If you are for the Illiana Toll Road Project, please hit the "Like" button. If you are against the 
Illiana Toll Road, please leave a brief comment. I will print off whatever happens to be posted to 
make part of the public record at the Nov 13, 2013 meeting. Thank you. 
November 11 at 4:53pm 

Wayne Bartelmann Against. I understand the NIRPC plans for the greater good; however, 
the NIRPC does not represent the Lowell community as a whole. 

Danielle Johnson Lewis My concern with this toll road is the ability for emergency 
personnel to respond to motor vehicle accidents and other emergencies. These men and 
women are already stretched very thin; with the toll road and very few on/off ramps, 
response time will be slow. People's lives could be at risk! 

November 11 at 4:56pm  

Rodney Bolton Against 

Jim ZombieHunter Jansma Against. For some reason the final bill is always at least 2-3 
times more than it was estimated at, if not more. Truck drivers always try to avoid toll 
roads at all cost. There is way to many other routes for them to take around here. The 
only reason they want it is to increase the chance of the peotone airport going in. 

Rosemary Ruley Against. 

November 11 at 5:00pm  

Brandy Jillson Against .... They are uprooting people from there homes.... 

November 11 at 5:00pm  

Rochelle Cole against 

November 11 at 5:01pm  

Elizabeth Baker Against 

November 11 at 5:03pm  

John Marbach Against 

November 11 at 5:09pm · 
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Cenk Kavcar We need parks, bike roads, arcades for our kids, for better future not a 
concrete toll road..! I want my kids to play in beautiful green parks not in pile of 
concrete..! 

November 11 at 5:09pm  

Lauren Schrock Against!!! 

November 11 at 5:12pm  

Martha Farrellbegg AGAINST!! and also voting AGAINST on behalf of my son Robert Burger 
who has property and lives almost in the path of it....he doesnot have internet but he does 
feel the same 

November 11 at 5:12pm  

Peyton Husk Against. Taking people from their homes! Not fair. 

November 11 at 5:13pm  

Tammy Kiefer- Czaszewicz Against 

November 11 at 5:13pm  

Meghann Klotz Against! 

November 11 at 5:14pm  

Brandy Strong Wynkoop Against i will feel like i need to sell my home if it goes thru :( 

November 11 at 5:14pm  

Andrea Cooper Live in the country for a reason 

November 11 at 5:16pm  

Kelly Wiater Johnson Definitely AGAINST! 

November 11 at 5:17pm  

Juli Jaksich-amazzalorso Against 

November 11 at 5:17pm  

Tom Irvine Never I hope the one who wanted it is in prison! 

November 11 at 5:19pm  
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Steve Bohney No amount of temporary job creation can out way the negative effects that 
this needless project will have on communities and agriculture. Against. 

November 11 at 5:19pm  

Laurie White against 

November 11 at 5:21pm · Lena Kessel-Mays Against 

November 11 at 5:23pm  

Mike Gusman I was raised on W. 165th which is still where my grandparents/ great 
grandparents homes are. I'd hate to see a road ruin all my childhood memories 

November 11 at 5:26pm  

Shawn Walker I vote no... 

November 11 at 5:27pm  

Julie Grothaus Boyer Against. More than just "not in my backyard', I feel the truck drivers 
are not going to use the Toll Road. It is not in my backyard. 

November 11 at 5:28pm  

Joyce Ann Henke No Will change our whole area. 

November 11 at 5:31pm  

Jay Kieta Against 

November 11 at 5:32pm  

Jamie Haager Against 

November 11 at 5:32pm  

Sheri Dommer-Berry Against!! We moved to the country to get away from all the traffic 
and congestion. We don't want it and not to mention, it's a huge waste of money. There 
are plenty of needs for our area and a toll road is NOT one of them! 

November 11 at 5:33pm  

Nicole Balla Walkowiak Against!! 

November 11 at 5:37pm  

Jackie Therasse-Suggs Against! 
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November 11 at 5:50pm  

Rose Cyphert Against and no one is listening nor do they seem to want to. It is go to this or 
that meeting .... and oh by the way ... you can't talk. 

November 11 at 5:56pm  

Bubba Calton Against 

November 11 at 5:56pm  

Andrea Kampe Against 

November 11 at 5:57pm  

Dawn Kretz Against. No reason for it. 

November 11 at 6:01pm  

Gina Hathaway Against. It is not needed. It will do more negative things than positive. 

November 11 at 6:04pm  

Andrea Parker Against-it is not needed and probably won't be used as much as it could be 

November 11 at 6:05pm  

Shawnda Leanne against. 

November 11 at 6:11pm  

Brandi Campbell Weirich Against!!!!!! We chose this town because of the small 
community!! 

November 11 at 6:13pm  

Lisa Moran Wilkey against 

November 11 at 6:18pm  

Misty Batzek Against 

November 11 at 6:23pm  

Steve Campbell II Against it 

November 11 at 6:33pm  

Aaron Malone Need a taco bell not a toll road 
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November 11 at 6:34pm  

Danielle Alvey Torres Definitely Against it! 

November 11 at 6:36pm  

Renee Michele Lentine-Spanburg Against please don't bring pollution to south county 

November 11 at 6:41pm  

Kimberly Rajca Brady AGAINST IT, WE WERE HERE FIRST!!! People moved to Lowell for the 
country small town feeling, putting an unneeded and unwanted toll road thru will just 
commercialize our quiet little town, if we wanted that we would live in Merr. Plus most 
importantly this road is forcing hard working people out of their homes and off their 
property which they have worked hard for over the years and it isn't fair 

November 11 at 6:42pm  

Julie Mills-Kors Against. I don't really feel that it is needed, or wanted. 

November 11 at 6:45pm  

Pamela Joy Connell Completely against it. We moved here 22 years ago to where my 
husbands family was. We wanted our kids to grow up in a farming community. All for 
growth and progress to some degree, but this is not to better the surrounding 
communities. People that live in these communities should have a voice and be listened 
to. This is ridiculous. 

November 11 at 6:46pm  

William Anderson AGAINST IT , I MOVED HERE FOR THE COUNTRY EFFECT !!!!! 

November 11 at 6:50pm  

Jackie Kier Sejda I do not believe it something that this area needs. It is something the 
politicians think up when they have a project. It has to do with Illinois and not Indiana. I do 
not believe that studies have shown this is the proper thing for IN. I know we can't expect 
thing to always stay the same, but things should be done in some orderly manner and be 
well thought out and input from the public that it effects. 

November 11 at 6:51pm  

Jennifer Henke Against 

November 11 at 6:51pm 

Jo Ann Orlich Lotz Against it. Other options available. 

November 11 at 6:52pm  
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Roseanne Heath Against it. We will end up paying for it because the tolls prediction will 
fall short. Besides the environmental disregard, taking people's homes and farm land it's 
not needed. Fix the roads already here. 

November 11 at 6:52pm  

Terrie Henderson-Stockton AGAINST 

November 11 at 6:54pm  

Chad Shope Against at 

November 11 at 7:00pm  

Cyndy Rucinski Fleming Against I love this town just the way it is . 

November 11 at 7:09pm  

Tammie Page Ewert Against 

November 11 at 7:12pm  

Jackie Grutzius Against! 

November 11 at 7:16pm  

Ron Johnbovi Against 

November 11 at 7:21pm ·  

Wanda Halinski Depaolo Against 

November 11 at 7:22pm  

Liz Alonzo Against! 

November 11 at 7:23pm ·  

Jamie Jenkins-Shultz Against it!!!! 

November 11 at 7:24pm  

Heather Newton Carey against 

November 11 at 7:24pm  

Michelle Bosten Dumbsky AGAINST! If there was even one study that believes this road 
was not a complete waste of tax payers money I could consider it, but the only thing this 
road will do is make easy access for Illinois proposed airport and current trucking hub. 
Another great showing of irresponsibility for our Indiana politicians. 
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November 11 at 7:26pm  

Donna Carlson Lukish My husband and I are both against it! There are multiple reasons we 
are against this road!!!! 

November 11 at 7:36pm  

Wayne Bartelmann Who is the Town Attorney and why hasn't he filed a lawsuit or 
injunction against this? 

November 11 at 7:32pm  

Evie Leach- Mason AGAINST IT!! 

November 11 at 7:36pm  

Cathy Seaman Clemens Against! 

November 11 at 7:39pm  

Wayne Bartelmann I am no lawyer, but I can't believe the NIPRC has more power than the 
Town of Lowell. 

November 11 at 7:40pm ·  

Wayne Bartelmann 4-1 so far. And the "like" are half 150 guys. Guess what? The toll road 
going 10 miles south of us will still have 150 operators. 

November 11 at 7:41pm  

Wayne Bartelmann I'm gonna push for forensic accountants looking at all out of town 
voters for "kickbacks" and "family hires" for 5 years previous and 5 years after the project. 

November 11 at 7:42pm ·  

Ronald Craig Spanburg P*** on Ill. 

November 11 at 7:46pm  

Wayne Bartelmann The NIPRC holds the meeting from 4-6pm? While most regular people 
are still working or commuting. Guess what? I will be there. I will hold your feet to the fire. 

November 11 at 7:47pm ·  

Tina A Bachan Against. I feel the same way Kimberly Rajca Brady feels. This is a farming 
community and I love it here. If I wanted the city life and pollution I would have moved to 
the city twenty years ago when my family came back to Indiana from the Air Force. 

November 11 at 7:47pm  
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Craig Wilson Just to throw a monkey wrench into this, I am un-decided just because I don't 
think it needs to have toll's, not every road needs toll's, I don't think any body would use 
it, if it is a tollway. Can't afford to drive now. 

November 11 at 7:49pm ·  

Wayne Bartelmann Why did Porter County tell them to get bent? Half of the NIPRC are 
Porter County, 

November 11 at 7:51pm ·  

Tracy Parker Honeycutt Against 

November 11 at 7:52pm  

Wayne Bartelmann Why is this November meeting in Portage and not Lowell? 

November 11 at 7:52pm ·  

Martha Farrellbegg because they do not want to hear from us if it to be a meeting where 
the public IS allowed to speak, unlike the last meeting here at Lowell Middle 
School....that's the real reason I suspect ..... 

November 11 at 7:55pm ·  

Wayne Bartelmann That is why I want the Lowell FB Page to comment or Like. So that 
there is a record of the Lowellians against or for this project. 

November 11 at 7:56pm Wayne Bartelmann It is your Town Council that can fight or back 
this project. 

November 11 at 7:56pm ·  

Wayne Bartelmann I am not a political person. But those who are elected to represent us 
better take note that most of Lowell is against this project. 

November 11 at 7:58pm  

Kristyn Fowler Against!!! Let's keep this area country!!!!! 

November 11 at 7:58pm ·  

Martha Farrellbegg Wayne, since our Lowell Town Council has a member sitting on this 
board, isn't it his responsibility to support the wishes of the citizens here? I am not sure 
which vote he abstained from recently but I donot believe in abstaining in these 
situations. Hope there is strong opposition to the ruination of our area....more headaches 
than anyone can even comprehend folks! 

November 11 at 8:00pm  
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Wayne Bartelmann He better not abstain! 

November 11 at 8:01pm ·  

Gayle Fleener Schulfer Absolutely NO!!! There is no advantage for IN. Only negative 
impacts. It sure would be uplifting to see some integrity from NIRPC unlike Cmap. We the 
people are getting screwed by the ones who are supposed to work for us!!!! 

November 11 at 8:02pm  

Wayne Bartelmann He better bet here on Wednesday. Cause I'm gonna look him in his 
eyes and ask him where he stands. Does he know how his community stands? How does 
he know? 

November 11 at 8:02pm Martha Farrellbegg I am with you 100%......the council needs to 
know (and am certain that most of them do) that as a whole, we are AGAINST Illiana...all 
the way and our representative needs to vote OUR wishes.... 

November 11 at 8:03pm ·  

Trudi Hielema No, we don't need it or want it here in Lowell. 

November 11 at 8:05pm  

Rosemary Ruley Not to mention the article in Sunday's Hammond Times "freight rail 
proposal piggybacks on Illiana Expressway proposal". People SAY NO to Illiana Rail bypass 
too. I just saw this. They never mentioned anything about this! 

November 11 at 8:06pm  

Mike Butler I would like to see a list of the folks who voted for this mess so when I cast my 
vote at the polls, they will not get mine 

November 11 at 8:06pm  

Wayne Bartelmann Exactly! If the powers that be need a face to beat against ... so be it. 
We will take a stand against this. 

November 11 at 8:07pm  

Wayne Bartelmann I will back this if 100% of the contractors originate from Lowell and 
100% of the workers live in Lowell and 100% of the profits made from said contractors are 
rebated to Lowell residents. 

November 11 at 8:10pm ·  

Wayne Bartelmann Also, the voters in support of this project put their personal assets in 
support of this project. 
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November 11 at 8:11pm ·  

Kyle James Eads Why not just have everyone leave a comment? Why have those with an 
opposing viewpoint press "like" and go away while receiving an infinite amount of 
comments all supporting the same view? Shouldn't everyone express their view? 

November 11 at 8:12pm ·  

Wayne Bartelmann Nice point. Just looking for a way to filter opinions. Those 
appropriately motivated like you will leave the same post. 

November 11 at 8:14pm ·  

Wayne Bartelmann Duely noted, Kyle James Eads. 

November 11 at 8:14pm  

Gayle Fleener Schulfer Don Parker is the Lowell Councilman not listening to what his 
community wants as a whole!!!! 

November 11 at 8:32pm  

Gayle Fleener Schulfer Destroy the community just for some temporary jobs for a few. 
Once it's done it can't be undone 

November 11 at 8:35pm  

David Blank Heck no 
Moved here to get away from it 
I drive 45 min to work for a reason 

November 11 at 8:49pm  

Shawn Walker No . They have had there debate.. Now we need to so unity on a vote.. I 
really like this idea.. It takes the politics out of it and shows who supports and who 
doesn't. The only thing that were better is if there was a way to show that we are all 
Lowell residents, with out actually registering. Because u know that's what there going to 
say.. That there is no way to prove we are actually from Lowell.. It's an old trick.. 

November 11 at 8:52pm  

Bonita Balla Does anyone really think that what we believe for this road will make a 
difference. Meeting after meeting we have made it known that we do not want it thru our 
community and then one of them comes out and says we are all for their decision. That 
road will doom our town and we are having enough problems trying to get thru this 
economy. 

November 11 at 10:23pm ·  
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Michelle Bosten Dumbsky Sad thing is several of the likes are people that dont even live in 
Lowell. Put it in their towns. 

November 11 at 10:48pm  

Susan Crawford I am against the toll road, we moved to Lowell for a nice quiet, peaceful 
town, and this could bring in alot of issues to be honest :( 

November 12 at 2:11am ·  

Jason Arndt NO toll road!! 

November 12 at 2:14am  

Linda Stannish Against! Don't want a road separating us from town. They should fix what 
we have. 

November 12 at 3:19am  

Cheri Norton Against..our small town is going to change and those families who are losing 
their homes are not just losing a house on some piece of land..terrible. 

November 12 at 5:31am  

Dusty Werner HELL NO, TO THE TOLL ROAD! 

November 12 at 5:45am  

Rosemary Gard NO! It is going to destroy the area! People should be more important than 
profit. 

November 12 at 5:57am  

Peggy Weber I moved here from Merrillville to get away from a congested town...my 
husband and I are both 100% against a toll road going through! 

November 12 at 6:04am  

Sara Pierce There will be no economic boon to Indiana with this toll road. There will be 
magical growth or increase in any jobs. The entire project is planned to only possibly 
benefit Illinois by strapping it to the backs of Hoosiers. 

November 12 at 6:17am ·  

Callie Marie Parkinson Philip, Pat, Jen, Tina, Jon, Angi, Mal, Cecelia, Michael, Lisa, Darrel, 
Paul, Kevin, and who ever else decides to like this..I'm going to be nice...You all are stupid 
if you think the toll road is a good idea! Some of you don't even live in Lowell! This is 
kicking people out of their homes, taking over farms, and for what? So we can bring jobs 
for a year? Then after it's built what are you going to do? Sit in a toll booth and take 
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money? 

November 12 at 7:42am  

Hayley Maas I think its wrong to kick people out of their homes 

November 12 at 7:45am  

Kelly Steller Dislike the entire idea....people live in the country for a reason. ..I dive to 1.5 
hrs to wrk everyday....and enjoy taking the backroads, its relaxing after having to put up w 
the city life all day! 

November 12 at 7:56am  

Toni Lofrano Screw the Toll Road!! 

November 12 at 8:41am  

Sydney Nantais Not for the toll road!!!!! 

November 12 at 8:43am  

Donnell Kluga Belcher No! 

November 12 at 1:53pm  

David Smith no. toll road means trouble. 

November 12 at 2:02pm ·  

Michelle Bosten Dumbsky Town Council meeting is tonight at 7pm 

November 12 at 2:15pm  

Laura Wildermuth Foresta No 

November 12 at 2:24pm ·  

Jean Sutton Take away farm land and you take away food, livelihoods, and trust from a 
wonderful community. 

November 12 at 3:18pm  

Kyle James Eads Callie Marie Parkinson That statement reeks of ad hominem. They're all 
stupid, even though you haven't read a single reason from any one of them on why they 
support it? I don't think it should be built for the same exact reasons you said. But that 
does...See More 

November 12 at 3:43pm · 
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Tyler Kristoff Against!! 

November 12 at 3:45pm Sara Pierce It's hard to know who is answering what post, but just 
in case: Lowell Town Council meeting IS tonight at 7:00PM. 

November 12 at 3:46pm ·  

Wayne Bartelmann Update: Mr. Earley moved to remove Mr. Parker from representing 
Lowell at the NIRPC as the Town Council previously voted against Illiana. The move was 
passed with the Town Council President to represent Lowell tomorrow to vote "No" as Mr. 
Parker info...See More 

November 12 at 8:08pm ·  

Dan Blankenship Dear NIRPC Committee Members,  
 
Please vote no for Illiana Toll Road. This public/private partnership will be backed by the 
taxpayers. I65 has been around for a LONG time and there is not one manufacturing plant 
at the intersection....See More 

November 12 at 8:09pm  

Dan Blankenship Wayne, all NIRPC members from LaPorte and Porter County should 
abstain from voting since this road is not in their territory. 

November 12 at 8:11pm  

Dan Blankenship E-mail NIRPC at nirpc@nirpc.org 

November 12 at 8:12pm  

Wayne Bartelmann No way .. if Porter County voted against it their representatives should 
vote "No" as well. At least in my warped way of thinking. 

November 12 at 8:12pm ·  

Rachelle Ruge-Bernard Against. Lowell and Cedar Lake forever altered is not what we 
want or need. Thank you. 

November 12 at 8:15pm ·  

Dan Blankenship Wayne, they will support it because it stops at I65. 

November 12 at 8:21pm  

Wayne Bartelmann The NIRPC states "They recognize the possible increase of 170,000 
people in the next 30 years." Census for Lake County 1960 - 513,269; 1970 - 546,253; 1980 
- 522,569; 1990 - 475,594; 2010 - 496,005. Population, is virtually unchanged in Lake 
County in the last 50 Years. With 80/94 now a dream to drive ... I-65 ramp work ... are you 
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freaking kidding me? 

November 12 at 8:25pm ·  

Wayne Bartelmann http://www.nirpc.org/.../growth-revitalization-vision.aspx I ain't 
making this up. 

 

Growth & Revitalization Vision  

November 12 at 8:26pm ·  

Tina Tully Michael Lowell does not need the noise or pollution the toll road will bring to 
our peaceful town! 

November 12 at 8:30pm  

Shawn Walker I've moved to Texas for a number of years and just returned back about 
two years ago.. It was funny because they would brag about how they have no state 
income tax right.. But most of the highways around dallas are all tollways.. And they were 
outrage...See More 

November 12 at 8:35pm  

Wayne Bartelmann I think the term you are looking for is sheople. 

November 12 at 8:38pm ·  

Dan Blankenship I was at the microphone in the Lake County Auditorium - first person to 
speak out against county income tax that day. We lost that battle. But I am proud of 
fighting for the taxpayers. 

November 12 at 8:43pm  

Shawn Walker I just can't believe that the state is following the lead of these southern 
states it's so disgusting.. We are one of the last areas of the county that has a decent 
wage. A private owned highway through the heart of it, we'll you don't have to negotiate 
with state employees do ya.. 

November 12 at 8:46pm  

Martha Farrellbegg I SAY NO to both the Illiana and the proposed piggy back railroad 
connection will further add to the chaos for our surroundings....we were never fully 
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advised of all of the proposed contentions involved. I also will never forget that at the very 
first ...See More 

November 12 at 8:52pm ·  

Rosemary Gard What worries me is just how far does government or those in power think 
they can push the people? This may become ugly. 

November 12 at 8:58pm ·  

Allen Ray Boo! 

November 12 at 9:05pm  

Martha Farrellbegg Sorry Rosemary Gard, in my opinion it has already reached 'ugly' they 
have already put forth eminent domain proposal to a few folks I know personally in the 
path of Illliana....that will never be a win situation in my opinion. Bad vibes here. 

November 12 at 9:27pm ·  

Dan Blankenship I know some of the people who hit the LIKE button are actually against 
the toll road. I think they didn't read the post clearly. :-). 

November 12 at 9:29pm  

Michelle Bosten Dumbsky I would personally like to thank the entire town council for their 
actions this evening. Everything, from Mr Earley making a motion to appoint a new 
representative that would vote with the majority vote of the council, to Mr Parker 
graciously acknowledging the motion. Very well handled gentlemen! Thank you! 

November 12 at 9:39pm  

Tracy Nelson Simmons No toll road please. We like the way we live now. Don't need loud 
traffic, increased pollution, an overcrowded I65, or a population increase. 

November 12 at 9:43pm ·  

Craig Earley LOL. Dan you are right. What I do like are the comments on this thread. Stay 
focused people and don't stop here with your comments. I've been fighting to shore up 
our EMS services for several months. The community did not want the new tax a Fire 
Terri...See More 

November 12 at 9:56pm ·  

Laura Hoehn No toll road please! 

November 12 at 10:28pm ·  

Megan DenHartog Against it! 
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November 12 at 11:11pm  

Kayla Harber No toll road!!! 

November 12 at 11:16pm  

Tony Thorn Hate It, and the Thought of It, but I am sure its a done deal, we as a people 
have been sold out to greed, and nonsense.. Just my view... 

November 12 at 11:34pm ·  

Dan Blankenship Let NIRPC know you are against it: http://nirpc.org/  
 
Call, email or write them a letter today!!!!! 

November 12 at 11:38pm  

Dan Blankenship http://nirpc.org/about/contact.aspx 

Directions to NIRPC:NIRPC shares a building with the Northwest Indiana Forum in ...the 
Southport Industrial Park in Portage, Indiana. The NIRPC/Forum Building is located 
immediately north of Interstate 94 and west of State Road 249 at the Portage and Port of 
Indiana exit.See More 

November 12 at 11:40pm  

Dan Blankenship They don't vote until December! Northlake members are afraid ot will 
siphon off business from up north...those NIRPC members may vote against it: 
McDermott, Cid, and Elsie Brown Franklin to name a few. 

November 12 at 11:44pm  

Dan Blankenship Being against this toll road is not anti-union or anti-jobs. This road is a 
road to Peotone for an airport that has no airlines interested in setting up shop there. This 
whole thing is being done so politicians on both sides of the aisle can fund their campaigns 
with big donations from union PACS and businesses when they deliver on "the road to 
nowhere." 

November 12 at 11:52pm  

November 13 at 6:49am  

Rosemary Gard So...if there is a sit in, where people won't let work start on the road...will 
they get run over by vehicles or shot at. There is much anger in the air. 

November 13 at 7:59am ·  

Cynthia Baumeister We moved here 10 years ago to raise our children in a rural area....the 
thought of this happening makes me sick. If I wanted to be by expressways and all the 
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hustle and bustle and noise and pollution, I would've stayed north! 

November 13 at 8:01am  

Dan Blankenship http://nirpc.org/ 

November 15 at 9:14pm via mobile · Like 

Dan Blankenship They are accepting comments for 5 more days! Let them know why this 
road is a bad idea! 

November 15 at 9:15pm Write a comment... 

Thanks, 
Wayne T. Bartelmann , Jr. 

  
 
From: waynetb [mailto:waynetb@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 1:55 PM 
To: Nirpc; comments 
Subject: Illiana Expressway Project - Public Comment 

 

Dear NIRPC, 
  
Your "Growth and Revitalization Vision" states that you "recognize the possible increase of a 
approximately 170,000 people in the next 30 years." 
  
I ask this fine organization to please explain how the first statement in support of your vision is 
the expectation that the area will add an additional 170,000 people over the next 30 
years when Census Data states that the population of Lake County has decreased from 513,269 in 
1960 to 496,005 in 2010.  That is a 50 year timeline that shows ZERO POPULATION GROWTH. 
  
I did not present the Census Data of Porter or LaPorte Counties as they are not impacted by the 
proposed Illiana Project.  In fact, Porter County voted against the project. 
  
Are you using the same actuaries that continually overestimate the rate of return to purposefully 
understate unfunded pension obligations? 
  
I urge the NIRPC to vote this absurd idea down.  We don't need additional roads, we need better 
built roads and bridges. 
 
 
--  
Thanks, 
Wayne T. Bartelmann, Jr. 
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From: LLOYD SHERWOOD [mailto:goosebay@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 12:19 PM 
To: comments; goosebay@sbcglobal.net 
Subject: NO ILLIANA EXPRESSWAY 

 

The ILLIANA EXPRESSWAY will hurt our agricultural food production. In the TIMES on Sunday, 
NOV. 17th, it talked about  "LAKE CO. farmland sells for $10.4M at auction". Land 
averaged,  $8,277.00 per acre, which is up 17.3%  from last year. Now IDOT wants to buy up farms 
and prime farmland, that we can never get back. Also an article fro WILLIAM HATHWAY that the 
numbers do not add up for ILLIANA. I agree with him that JOBS numbers where inflated, COST 
was low, SHORTFALL will be cost tax payers 1.1BILLION dollars, Traffic will be low, ECONOMIC 
growth  unsubstantiated, ENVIRONMENT and AGRICULTURAL will have a negative impact.  The 
FINANCIAL RISK is to great for INDIANA.  Low benefit to INDIANA will only hurt THE TOWN OF 
LOWELL and that makes no sense!  This information is supported by STAFF REPORT FOR CMAP, 
REPORT FROM MPC, TRANSPORT POLITIC, OPENLANDS and CRAINS. From TIMES articles, IDOT 
and STATES act like NIRPC has already voted yes for ILLIANA. Don't let politics get involved, like it 
did with CMAP, vote what is right for INDIANA, not ILLINIOS.  Going east of I-65, PORTER COUNTY 
voted NO for ILLIANA, and we need your votes to help us west of I-65 stop ILLIANA .            THANK 
YOU!    
Lloyd and Diann Sherwood  
 
 
 
 
From: Jim Sweeney [mailto:jp55biod@att.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 11:35 AM 
To: comments 
Subject: PCC COmments on NIRPC adding Illiana to 2040 CRP 
 

Northern Indiana Regional 
Plan Commission                                                                                November 19, 2013 
 
 
Re: Public comments on adding the Illiana Tollway to the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan 
 
 
These are the views of the Porter County Chapter of the Izaak Walton League of America (PCC) 
and we would like to have our comments made part of the permanent record on the question of 
NIRPC adding the Illiana Expressway to the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan. 
 
The development of this area over the last few decades has not been well planned and has led to 
the obliteration of a lot of good farmland, the destruction of quality natural areas, increased 
pollution of our air and water, and the squandering of valuable building resources that should 
have been used in a more responsible manner. 
 
The kind of development that will follow a new expressway where the Illiana is proposed will be 
just as damaging as this past development, but now it will be creeping into the Kankakee River 
floodplain.  
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The Kankakee in Illinois is one of the most biologically rich rivers in the Midwest and has 
numerous species that are listed as threatened and endangered in Indiana and Illinois and some 
that are federally listed. 
 
The Kankakee River and its floodplain in Indiana are still valuable natural resources worthy of 
protection. The US Fish and Wildlife Service proposed a new National Wildlife Refuge along the 
river in Indiana that was approved in 1999. That planning continues and it is our opinion that the 
NWR proposal and other restoration projects can provide a positive economic impact in the 
future. They will undoubtedly be negatively impacted by a new Illiana highway. 
 
Please note that American taxpayers are currently paying the $270 million tab on a flood control 
project in northwest Indiana on the Little Calumet River that is the result of decades of poor 
development decisions and the wholesale bulldozing and abuse of the river and its wetlands and 
floodplain. 
 
Our position is that the increased air and water benefits claimed by the supporters for residents 
of northern Lake, Porter, and LaPorte counties will come at the expense of residents of the 
Kankakee River watershed. Dilution is NOT the solution to pollution. 
 
Many members of PCC participated in the development of the NIRPC 2040 Comprehensive 
Regional Plan over the last decade. It focuses on renewing urban areas, concentrating growth in 
municipal centers, preserving rural and agricultural heritage and protecting open spaces. 
 
The Illiana Expressway is 180 degrees in opposition to the core tenets of the Plan.  
 
Justification of the Illiana includes diverting trucks off the existing thoroughfares. One of our 
biggest concerns is if approved as a tollway, that most owner-operators of commercial trucks will 
not use it as they are largely uncompensated for tolls. This particular fact needs to be researched 
and answered. 
 
For these reasons, we oppose the Illiana and ask that the NIRPC board vote against its being 
added to the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan. 
 
Included is a resolution passed by the Indiana Division of the IWLA in 2013. 
 
If this highway is built, mitigation of the impacts will be extensive and costly and must be funded 
permanently.  A thorough list of impacted resources will be necessary and should be coordinated 
with local, state, and federal agencies, to maximize the benefits of the mitigation. 
 
Any mitigation will need years of monitoring to make sure the desired benefits are realized. This 
needs to address eventual chemical and physical impacts that will result from the construction of 
the highway; i.e., salt and petroleum runoff from the road that will collect in the waterways years 
later after normal use and the frequent and predictable accidents that will happen. 
 
The impacts need to include the predictable invasion of invasive species of plants throughout the 
construction zone and highway right of way. 
 
PCC believes that eminent domain should only be used for public projects with specific public 
benefits. Eminent domain should not be granted to a private entity building and maintaining an 



 

Illiana Tollway road for private profit. 
 
Daniel Burnham is often referred to as having endorsed the concept of the Illiana. Our opinion is 
that the outer ring of Chicago roads suggested by Burnham have already been built. We are 
certain that he would loathe our current philosophy of development. 
 
Thank you,  

 
 
Jim Sweeney, President 
Porter County Chapter 
Izaak Walton League of America 
1773 Selo Dr. 
Schererville, IN 46375 
219-322-7239 
 

Oppose the Illiana Expressway 
 

 
WHEREAS, the states of Indiana and Illinois are planning a new terrain expressway from I-55 in 
Illinois to I-65 in Indiana; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project is currently proposed as a tollway to be developed with private 
corporations; and  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed route for the Illiana looks as it is designed to benefit traffic for the 
proposed Peotone, Illinois airport and intermodal distribution facilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the entire length of the Illiana toll way and resulting development would have a major 
impact on the air and water quality of the Kankakee River basin, and 
 
WHEREAS, this impact directly threatens the biota of the Kankakee River, famous in Illinois for its 
biological diversity, sport fishery, and water quality and their economic impact on the local 
communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, the tollway and resulting development will destroy thousands of acres of prime 
farmland, wetlands, and quality natural areas; and  
 
WHEREAS, this development will have a negative impact on the habitat and species pursued by 
the local hunting and angling constituencies; and 
 



 

WHEREAS, road projects such as the Illiana tollway and resulting drainage work will act as a 
superhighway for invasive species to spread into new areas; and  
 
WHEREAS, a new highway in the Kankakee River basin will drain development funding  away from 
the older and established communities north of the project area; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Indiana Division of the Izaak Walton League of America, 
assembled in convention this date of June 9th, 2013, opposes the building of the Illiana tollway 
with public or private funds. 
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that if private funds are used to build the tollway, those entities 
building the road should not be allowed to use “eminent domain” or condemnation of private 
land. 
 
 
Submitted by 
 
Jim Sweeney 
Porter County Chapter 
219-322-7239 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 


