
 

Comment Received Via Email:  Sent: 
Sunday, November 03, 2013 4:53 PM To: 
Mary Thorne; comments 
Cc: moose1942@att.net 
Subject: Please Submit My Comments Regarding Adding the Illiana Toll Road to NIRPCs 2040 Plan for 
Public Record 

 
Donna Slikas 

16731 White Oak Ave. 

Lowell, IN 46356 
 

 
 

November 3, 2013 

 
Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, Indiana 46368 

 
Dear Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Committee Members: 

 
I am writing this letter to you today because I am vehemently opposed to having the ILLIANA 

toll road included in the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 2040 Plan. Please 

accept my comments and include them for public record. 

 
Over the past 4 years, I have attended numerous ILLIANA-related meetings, both in Illinois and 

Indiana. During those years I have also spent a large amount of time researching the ILLIANA’s 

value/need. It is my opinion that there are just too many negative impacts (finance-related, 

ownership-related, environmental-related, and study-related) associated with the proposed 

ILLIANA. 

 
The many gross exaggerations uncovered in the ILLIANA Corridor Group’s study are and should 

be a major concern for all. These exaggerations include projected population growth, the numbers 

of jobs that will be created, the cost of construction and maintenance, the number of vehicles that 

will use this road, the reduction of traffic on the Borman and Route 30, and the actual long-term 

costs associated with privatized (P3) roadways that can and have been passed on to 

taxpayers. These concerns were brought to the forefront in recent articles appearing in the Chicago 

Tribune and Crane’s Chicago Business. 

 
I’ve approached and questioned many politically empowered people about the real values this toll 

way could offer communities and I get the same canned answer, “It’s political.” This is not an 

acceptable response especially for people who will be negatively impacted by this travesty. 

 
This roadway will do little to benefit any of the communities in its path. The negatives associated 

with building this roadway far outweigh the positives. I backup this statement by reiterating a 

statement made by Mr. Schilke, IDOT’s Illiana project manager, at a Peotone meeting on August 

6th. He also stated that the Illiana was never intended to benefit any resident, or community along 
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the B3 corridor. 
Intermodal Term 

The sole purpose of this roadway is to facilitate truck movement from 

inals and warehouses in Wilmington, Elwood and Joliet into Indiana and 

onto I-65.  
 

We the “Nay Sayers”, as we have been referred to, or NIMBYs (Not in My Back Yard), 

have pointed out all the exaggerated ILLIANA Corridor Study Group statistics and flaws. 

Our comments, both verbal and written, were ignored and dismissed. The ILLIANA Corridor 

Study Group, IDOT, and INDOT were offered very viable, suggestions and alternatives to this 

roadway which would better serve the taxpayers, community, and environment. However, 

again these suggestions and alternatives were ignored and dismissed. 

 
The ILLIANA opponents, like me, are extremely tired of all the bureaucracy associated with 

the ILLIANA, the exaggerated statistics and the exaggerated economic benefits. If this “Toll 

Way” is built, the gains will be short-lived and enjoyed by a chosen few at the expense of a 

COMMUNITY”. 

 
Please reject adding the ILLIANA to your 2040 plan. Honor the personnel who 

worked, countless hours, shaping this plan and support the citizens that rely on 

government officials to do the right thing for their communities. 

 
A written response to my letter would be greatly 

appreciated. 

 
Thank you for the professional courtesy extended in your review and consideration of the 

issues offered in this letter. 

 
Respectfully yours, 

Donna Slikas 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/3/2013 

Who will be responsible for picking up & disposing of the trash that we will start seeing once this road 

construction begins? This road is being built for greed and not for need. You can't replace the quality of 

life, landscape, farmland etc. after billions will be spent for this road that will only benefit Peotone 

Airport.  

 

Jo Ann Lotz 

 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/3/2013 

Hello, I am a concerned resident of south lake county Indiana. I strongly oppose the construction of the 

Iliana tollway because it will offer no long term advantage to lake county or Indiana in general. Most of 

the arguments for the tollway are pure speculation at best. The only benefit would be to the Local 150 

operators union during the construction phase of the project. Why should we spend money that will in 

essence, will enhance Illinois and siphon off monies from Indiana coffers. Would not Indiana's resources 
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be better spent moving the Gary airport forward and revitalizing all the brown field sites in northern lake 

county? Maybe we could widen I-65 and improve the safety record of that vital road. All major studies of 

this road have pointed to a slight return on the initial investment with no guarantees of a long term 

payback to Indiana. The whole project sounds like political wrangling to garner votes with the thoughts of 

the people’s opinions not even on the radar. Please say no to this project and spend the monies on 

existing infrastructure improvements. Mark Zelesky, south lake county Indiana 

 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/3/2013 

To the NIRPC: 

 The Illiana would be the epitome of poor planning and the legacy of the NIRPC's 2040 Comprehensive 

Regional Plan, if amended to include the Illiana toll road, will end up as an example of what happens 

when a planning organization, which is entrusted with our area's environmental and transportation 

needs, caves to political pressure.  The idea of the Illiana toll road is nothing new.  The NIRPC did not 

include it in their 2040 Plan and nothing has happened since that Plan was first released to justify 

amending it now, which is evidence enough for Northwest Indiana taxpayers to know political pressure 

when they see it.  

For other examples of poor planning and falling for the hype of what a new rural toll road will do for a 

region, one need only review other rural toll roads that have been built in our nation and fallen short of 

projections, such as the San Joaquin Hills toll road in Orange County, California; the South Bay Expressway 

in San Diego, California; the SH130 in Austin, Texas; the Camino Colombia in Laredo, Texas; the 

Pocahontas Parkway in Richmond, Virginia; the Dulles Greenway in Loudon, Virginia; and the Southern 

Connector in Greenville, South Carolina.  I urge all of you to review information on these toll roads. 

It is a common practice for truckers to choose alternate routes over toll roads as a way to save money 

and with the economy we are currently living in and the gas prices what they are today, there is no 

reason to believe that truckers will change that practice and start spending more money on tolls when 

the Illiana is built.  Truckers aren't getting rich out there these days.  Perhaps some NIRPC members 

should sit down and talk to a few of them.  Additionally, it would seem to be better planning to wait and 

see what the effects of the Panama Canal expansion will bring to the world of freight when the expansion 

is completed in 2015.  This should bring about huge shifts in the transportation of freight.  

I urge the NIRPC to vote against amending their 2040 Plan and instead to stand up for their original plan 

and their original priorities:  preserving our wetlands, prime agricultural land, rural landscapes, and 

important ecosystems; reducing flood risks and improving air quality. 

Proper management of our existing infrastructure would benefit all of us and would demonstrate better 

use of funds while minimizing the manipulation of our environment.   

Please do not amend the 2040 Plan to include the Illiana.  It would be the biggest mistake you - our 

regional planners - could make and the damage will be irreversible. 

John Olenik 

Dyer, Indiana 
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11/3/2013 

Dear NIRPC, 

    I am a resident of Lowell, In. The proposed toll road will run parallel to my home. I am not against 

progress but Indiana will not benefit from this project. If trucks gas up at I 65 and Rt 2 (181st) they will 

not stop again within the 11 miles stretch to the Illinois state line. The cost of construction was 

underestimated and the traffic count was inflated, this is not an opinion but a proven fact. If the private 

investors do not recoup their investment it falls on the back of the taxpayer.  

   The money could be better spent on many other needed projects, eg. the Gary/Chicago airport where 

jobs would be a godsend for this depressed area, not the proposed Peotone airport which will not 

provide any revenue for Indiana. 

   I am requesting you consider a no build and do not include this in the 2040 project. Thank you for your 

consideration in this matter. 

     Michael Moniak 

     16325 Jackson st 

     Lowell, In. 46356 

     219-776-0002  

 

Comment Received via Email 11/4/2013: 

Mr. Ty Warner, Executive 

Director Northwestern Indiana 

Regional Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, IN 46368 

 
Re: Proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC’s 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) 

 
Dear Mr. Warner: 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC's proposed amendment to include 

the Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  I would like to express that I am strongly in 

favor of this project, and it is needed for many reasons. 

 
Northwest Indiana is a fast-growing region, and it will only continue to grow . It is an attractive 

place to live and work, and it is no wonder that people and businesses continue to move here. In 

order for Northwest Indiana to continue to flourish, smart infrastructure investments like the 

Illiana Corridor must be made right now before it is too late. The existing corridors provide 

good routes for north-south travel through the area, but there is a lack of comparable east-west 

routes south ofl-80/94. The project will create a better grid network for Northwest Indiana and 

allow them easier access around the region. 

 
As Northwest Indiana continues to grow, it is inevitable that traffic and congestion will keep 

growing with it. The Illiana Expressway project provides a unique opportunity for this area to 

address current and future congestion problems by making this investment while it is still 



economically feasible. The more that an area develops, the more expensive it becomes to 

widen and maintain the existing roads, nonetheless fund a new highway. 

 
The Illiana Corridor project provides Indiana with a great opportunity to invest in our future, 

and the time to act is now. Please vote to add the Illiana Corridor into the GO TO 2040 

comprehensive regional plan. 

 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this important project. 

Robert J. Weinzen 

 

 
Comment Line Phone Comment 11/5/2013: 
From: Voter from Lake County 
Would like to vote against and asks that we not vote for the Illiana Expressway due to the 

detrimental effect it will have on the environment in our area. 

 

Comments@nirpc.org: 

 
11/6/2013 

 

   Your public comment period @ LOWELL MIDDLE SCHOOL, NOV 5, was a disaster. Everyone was 

sitting @ tables waiting on someone from NIRPC to speak. A newspaper reporter finally told our table 

that no one was going to speak. I verified with one of your staff that all comments went into boxes and 

no one was going to speak. I went around the room telling people the bad news. No one was happy 

about just sitting there for over an hour. Your staff could have made it clear to people as we came in! 

Then we could have filled out cards and left.   "NO ILLIANA"  

Lloyd and Diann Sherwood 

 

 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/6/2013 

 

I am a south Lake County Indiana resident. I am curious what will happen to the local roads that connect 

the northern portion of Lowell to the downtown area and all of the schools for the Tri Creek school 

system? Will these roads just be shut down? 

 

I also wanted to state my plea to not approve this project. I have been in local sales traveling in 3 counties 

in IL and 3 counties in IN. In observing traffic patterns while traveling I believe the merit of this project is 

minimal at best.  I believe the funding  allocated for this project could better be used repairing existing 

infrastructure in Northwest Indiana.    

 

Thank you for your consideration 

John Schoon 
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Comments@nirpc.org 

11/6/2013 

 

Dear NIRPC, 

  A vote in favor of The Illiana Toll Road will result in a FOR SALE sign placed at the Gary/Chicago airport 

and a welcome sign at the Peotone airport. Tell me how this benefits Indiana?  

 

 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/6/2013 

 

NIRPC, 

The following comments have been composed and approved by the Dunelands Group of the Hoosier 

Chapter of Sierra Club Executive Committee. The Dunelands Group includes about 850 members living in 

Lake, Porter, and LaPorte counties. 

 

In regard to the proposed amendment #3 Project 2, the Illiana Expressway, we support the No Build 

option and urge NIRPC to leave the project out of the 2040 CRP due to the reasons listed in our resolution 

below. 

Thank you, 

David Ellis, Executive Committee Chair 

Dunelands Group of the Hoosier Chapter of Sierra Club 

219-730-7913 

david.ellis@hoosier.sierraclub.org 

 

Sandy O’Brien, Conservation Chair 

Dunelands Group of the Hoosier Chapter of Sierra Club 

ecorealm@msn.com 

219-743-0679 

 

WHEREAS, the states of Indiana and Illinois are planning the Illiana Toll Road from I-55 in Illinois and I-65 

in Indiana; and 

WHEREAS, The 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan brought about a “community-based regional 

consensus,” through numerous public meetings over two years, with much discussion among residents 

and decision makers; and 

WHEREAS, the 2040 Plan prioritizes revitalizing the region’s urban communities, particularly Gary, 

Hammond, and Michigan City, making them more sustainable and livable, and seeks to centralize growth 

in populated areas; and 

WHEREAS, the 2040 Plan also places high priority on conserving productive, prime farmland, and green 

infrastructure such as natural areas and open space “that supports native species, maintains natural 

ecological processes, protects air and water resources and contributes to the health and resiliency of the 

region”; and 
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WHEREAS, the 2040 Plan recognizes that “unless we are able to keep development close to our existing 

population centers, we will continue to consume valuable natural resources, open space and agricultural 

land and further degrade our quality of life”; and 

WHEREAS, the 2040 Plan includes that preservation of the Kankakee River basin is important because it 

has shallow unconfined aquifers, which are needed for drinking water and irrigation, and are easily 

contaminated, making the area “unsuitable for intense development”; and 

WHEREAS, building the Illiana and associated development would add more flooding and pollution into 

the Kankakee watershed; and 

WHEREAS, the Illiana could foster Illinois’ Peotone airport and casino development, thereby conflicting 

with an important regional priority of expanding the Gary/Chicago Regional airport and diminishing our 

economy; and 

WHEREAS, the 2040 Plan recognizes that as funds for repairing existing road systems diminish, the 

emphasis of investment should be maintaining existing roads, and maximizing their use and efficiency 

through congestion relief practices, which have largely gone untried; and 

WHEREAS, the Illiana- associated new sprawl development would draw investment, residents, 

businesses, and jobs away from the already developed urban areas and create more blighted 

communities, which should be part of an environmental justice analysis; and 

WHEREAS, adding massive infrastructure to benefit more intermodal facilities is short sighted, because 

ever increasing demand for imported goods is unsustainable because of finite resources; and 

WHEREAS, the 2040 Plan purposely excludes the Illiana toll road, and the federal requirement for the 

Illiana’s environmental justice analysis has not been properly met; and 

WHEREAS, the Illiana would foster unsustainable, fossil fuel intensive transportation and land use which 

add to global climate change, which is moving faster and is more dangerous and costly than had 

predicted; and 

WHEREAS, following the 2040 Plan will put Northwest Indiana on the path to sustainability and will allow 

it to excel regionally as the environmental leader as Germany does in Europe; and 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Dunelands Group of the Hoosier Chapter of the Sierra Club opposes 

the building of the Illiana with public and/or private funds. We urge NIRPC board members to vote for the 

“No Build” option for the Illiana. 

 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/7/2013 

 

My wife & I are against the ILLIANA EXPRESSWAY  because: 1)  Cost underestimated  2) Traffic use 

inflated  3)  Economic growth unsubstantiated  4) Operating cost will be high  5)Maintenance cost will be 

high  6)Taxpayers will pay short falls of tolls  7) Environment will have a negative 

impact  8)Agricultural  will loose food production  9) Private financers will have a WIN/WIN because of 

taxpayers covering losses  10) Financial risk is to great,need to use money for existing roads to improve 

traffic flow  11) This expressway will only benefit ILLINOIS and investors, use our INDIANA TAX dollars for 

our roads!!     GROUPS  RECOMMENDATION AGAINST ILLIANA EXPRESSWAY :    (1) CMAP Staff, Sept 

27,2013   (2) Metropolitan Planning Council Report, Sept 4,2013   (3)THE TRANSPORT POLITIC, Oct 

18,2013, " Transportationpolitic.com"   (4) OPENLANDS,  Aug 27,2013,  " info@openlands.org"  (5) 

CRAINS, Sept 28,2013,  "HLearner@elpc.org"  or " www.chicagobusiness.com" .      

Lloyd and Diann Sherwood 
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Comments@nirpc.org 

11/7/2013 

I am writing to express my displeasure regarding the proposed Illiana Expressway that is being proposed 

as part of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan. 

It is an unneeded, wasteful project.  No real evidence exists that it will relieve congestion in the north 

parts of Lake and Porter Counties.  It will likely encourage expanded sprawl in the southern parts.   

Please do not include it in your Comprehensive Plan. 

Thank You. 

Dave Kenning 

147 N 600 W 

Valparaiso, IN 

 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/8/2013 

 

MY WIFE AND I ARE AGAINST THE ILLIANA EXPRESSWAY, because:  1) We moved to LOWELL to get away 

from the noise, pollution & congestion of busy highways!   2) Lowell is beautiful place to live, with its 

trees, green grass, animals, clear skies, low noise, & low traffic!  3) The ILLIANA EXPREEWAY will divide 

LOWELL into two sections, north & south!  4) Truck traffic will be heard all over LOWELL, increasing the 

noise pollution!   5) Air pollution will increase from the ILLIANA traffic!   6) NO or very little benefit to 

LOWELL!   7) Little benefit to INDIANA compared to amount of money put in. (OUR TAXES).   8) Only 

benefits ILLINOIS and they didn't want it or can afford it!   CMAP was overpowered by POLITICS!!!   9) TAX 

money for ILLIANA would better be used for improving  roads in INDIANA to increase traffic flow.   10) If 

profits from tolls is not enough, the tax payers will foot the bill!    "THIS ROAD WILLBE A MONEY 

PIT!!"   11) INDIANA TAXES will be used to buy land, homes, etc., so someone else will make a 

profit.  "THIS MAKES NO SENSE!"              KEEP INDIANA MONEY IN INDIANA!          

Lloyd and Diann Sherwood 
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Comment Received 11/8/2013 
From:  Anonymous 
It is ridiculous to go through Lowell.  There is farmland a few miles south and the Illiana would 

not have to go through town and take people’s homes away from them. 
 

 
 

 



 

 



Comment Received via Email 11-8-2013 

 
Mr. Ty Warner, Executive Director 

Northwestern Indiana Regional 

Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, IN 46368 

 
Re: Proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC’s 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) 

 
Dear Mr. Warner: 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC’s proposed amendment to include 

the Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). This is a much-needed project for Northwest 

Indiana and the entire region. It will help relieve traffic in Northwest Indiana and provide a 

much-needed boost to the economy. I fully support this plan amendment and hope that when the 

December vote comes, NIRPC will add the Illiana into the GO TO 2040 Plan. 

 
Anyone who drives through the area where the Illiana is proposed can’t help but notice the huge 

number of trucks coming out of the industrial facilities and across its highways. The Illiana will 

help get trucks off the local roads and onto a highway that is meant to handle them. These trucks 

are causing the local roads to deteriorate faster than expected. Without a main road to serve as a 

collector here, Northwest Indiana will have major problems in the future trying to maintain their 

existing roads. 

 
Beyond the maintenance problems, these trucks are already causing congestion and it will only 

continue to get worse. The people of Northwest Indiana deserve a relief valve for all of the 

congestion that affects their daily commutes. Many of the trucks that go through this area are 

only passing through, on their way to other destinations and looking for a way to avoid Chicago 

and I-80/94 altogether. The Illiana would provide them with a fast east-west link between Illinois 

and Indiana, allowing them to enjoy a more peaceful environment. 

 
Lastly The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) estimated that the corridor will 

generate $3.87 billion in long-term economic impacts by 2048 and save $10.2 million per year in 

travel time for the region. And, generate 1,097 short-term jobs from 2015 to 2018, including 571 

construction jobs; the project will add $667 million (in 2018 dollars) to the Indiana economy and 

pay out $362 million in total compensation to workers. While the construction phase itself will 

generate $13.1 million in tax revenues to state and local governments by 2018. During these 

challenging economic times, a project like this could really help turn things around for so many 

people looking to get back to work. 



I fully support the Illiana project, and hope you will add it into the NIRPC GO TO 2040 Plan in 

December. The project will benefit the residents of Northwest Indiana, the skilled workforce of 

Indiana, and the entire region by relieving traffic and creating jobs. 

 
Sincerely, 

Garland Rose 
 

 
 

Comment Received via Email 11-8-2013 
 

 
 

Mr. Ty Warner, Executive Director 

Northwestern Indiana Regional 

Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 
Portage, IN 46368 

 
Re: Proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC’s 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) 

 
Dear Mr. Warner: 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC’s proposed amendment to include 

the Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  I would like to express that I am strongly in favor 

of this project, and it is needed for many reasons. 

 
Northwest Indiana is a fast-growing region, and it will only continue to grow. It is an attractive 

place to live and work, and it is no wonder that people and businesses continue to move here. In 

order for Northwest Indiana to continue to flourish, smart infrastructure investments like the 

Illiana Corridor must be made right now before it is too late. The existing corridors provide good 

routes for north-south travel through the area, but there is a lack of comparable east-west routes 

south of I-80/94. The project will create a better grid network for Northwest Indiana and allow 

them easier access around the region. 

 
As Northwest Indiana continues to grow, it is inevitable that traffic and congestion will keep 

growing with it. The Illiana Expressway project provides a unique opportunity for this area to 

address current and future congestion problems by making this investment while it is still 

economically feasible. The more that an area develops, the more expensive it becomes to widen 

and maintain the existing roads, nonetheless fund a new highway. 

 
The Illiana Corridor project provides Indiana with a great opportunity to invest in our future, and 

the time to act is now. Please vote to add the Illiana Corridor into the GO TO 2040 

comprehensive regional plan. 



Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this important project. 

Sincerely, 

Garland Rose 
 
 
 

 

Comment Received via Email 11-8-2013 

 
Mr. Ty Warner, Executive Director 

Northwestern Indiana Regional 

Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 
Portage, IN 46368 

 
Re: Proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC’s 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) 

 
Dear Mr. Warner: 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC’s proposed amendment to include 

the Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The Illiana project is a very important and exciting 

project for the region, and I hope that you will consider adding it into your Plan. 

 
The Governors of Illinois and Indiana have been long supporters of this project, which will 

provide a bypass for cars and trucks around Northwest Indiana, stimulate the economy by 

creating jobs, and be the next of many public-private partnerships (P3) of its kind in Indiana. 

 
P3 projects are the way of the future. Indiana has already used this model successfully for several 

projects in the state including the Chicago Skyway project and the Ohio River Bridges project. 

P3 projects tend to be built faster, cheaper, and more efficiently than traditional highway 

projects. It allows the states to build a great project like the Illiana Corridor with less tax dollars, 

allowing taxpayers to realize all of the benefits of the project at a fraction of the cost. 

 
And with the Illiana Corridor, there will be a multitude of benefits. In the early stages, the 

construction of the project will put so many people to work. It will be a much-needed stimulus to 

the economy, which is still suffering from the effects of the recent recession.  Once the road is 

built, the benefits only keep growing for both the local communities and the entire region. Local 

communities will benefit from the reduced number of trucks on their local roads, improving their 

quality of life and allowing their residents to drive around with less congestion. Regionally, the 

Illiana Corridor will take cars and trucks off of I-80/94, alleviating the current congestion 

problems that it has today and improving traffic throughout the entire Northwest Indiana 

roadway system. Additionally, the Illiana Corridor will provide better access to jobs in 



Northwest Indiana, providing long-term economic benefits that will have a ripple effect on the 

economy for the entire region. 

 
With all of these benefits and the opportunity for a P3 to take on some of the cost of building the 

road, it’s a win-win situation for the state and the taxpayers who will benefit from the road. 

Please add this project into the CMAP Go To 2040 Plan. 

 
Sincerely, 

Garland Rose 

 
 

Comment Line Phone Comment 11/8/2013 
I want to vote against the Illiana.  It has not been official. (Anonymous) 

 
 
 

Comment Received via Email  

From: Pat Mussman [mailto:wctpcts1-5@att.net] Sent: 

Sunday, November 10, 2013 10:51 AM  

To: comments 

Subject: NIRPC comments 

 
November 9, 2013 

 
Dear ladies and gentlemen of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission, 

 
My name is Harold Mussman, Jr. and I am the West Creek Township Trustee and a farmer 
whose farm business is in the township.  I want to go on record as opposing the addition of the 
Illiana Toll Road into the 2040 plan. 

 
My wife Pat and I have attended nearly every meeting concerning the proposed Illiana Toll 
Road and we have done our homework researching the project in an attempt to best represent 
the people of the three townships in Lake County, Indiana and support our sister townships 
across southern Will County, Illinois. There are so many facts concerning benefits and negative 
impacts that are being glossed over by the study committee or ignored that it is time for them 
to be brought to light. 

 
Because we have been tenacious in our quest for the truth we have uncovered facts that I will 
list, facts which I have documented and have in the West Creek Township Trustee’s office that 
you are free to examine, and they are some of the same facts that have been recorded and are 
in the official record of the Illiana Study Group at various meetings across the areas involved in 
the corridor. 
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For example, at a meeting earlier this year in the Will Township Community Center west of 
Beecher, Illinois, Steve Schielke, project manager for IDOT finally admitted to the group in 
attendance that the Illiana Toll Road was never designed to benefit any one or any community 
in the corridor.  Growth and development would be the same if the road is built or if it isn’t.  In 
his own words he told us that the road is only designed to move truck traffic or logistics from 
the Intermodal truck terminals and warehouses in Elwood, Wilmington and Joliet, Illinois.  He 
then grossly overstated the capabilities of these facilities by telling our group that a cold  
storage warehouse outside of Wilmington near the Local 150 training center would be putting 
1800 trucks on the road every day, 24 hours per day 7 days per week.  That is 75 trucks per   
hour 7 days per week.  An absolute impossibility, so when we called him on it, he said that he 
meant to say one of the container facilities that would be sending 900 per day out and dropping 
900 per day into the facility. Another impossibility. We did the research. The warehouse had 
20 doors or gates and if it ran at maximum capability 100 trucks per day total would be its 
contribution to the road. Again, the container facility would be driving over one another  
picking up and dropping those containers. 

 
Another major point that you need to consider when it comes to exaggerations was the lies  
that were fed to the Village of Elwood when Center Point, the largest truck Intermodal in the 
area negotiated tax incentives. They told the Village that they would make big money if they 
agreed to do so, when in fact the Village is now suing Center Point because instead of making 
money, the Village is in danger of filing bankruptcy.  So if you are basing your votes on the 
inclusion of the Illiana in the 2040 plan on what you are hearing from the Illiana Study Group, 
INDOT and IDOT, I respectfully ask you to do more research. You have until December 12, 2013 
to learn the facts. 

 
Late July 2013 the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning came out with a report that didn’t 
favor going forward with the project and listed excellent reason that they opposed it.  Many of 
the reasons were understated costs and grossly overstated usage.  Other reasons were the 
urban sprawl factor and they stated the obvious, there was so much more benefit in 
redevelopment of the south side of Chicago, Southern Cook County and northern Will 
County. If you haven’t read the report, you should read it before voting on this project.  The 
same is true for the Northwest Indiana Region. We have the necessary infrastructure in Gary, 
East Chicago and Hammond in Lake County and all across northern Porter and LaPorte 
Counties. 

 
The jobs the study group has projected have been all over the place. Sometimes they project 
25000 jobs and then you hear that it will really be 1000 jobs over 25 years.  Sometimes it is 
9000 construction jobs, but you can’t pin them down as to where the construction jobs will 
come from. This toll road, if it is going to be built, will be built by a Public Private Partnership of 
unknown origin. Most of the projects that are financed this way give these jobs to the lowest 
bidders, so the construction company that could be selected could bring in crews from 
anywhere. There is absolutely no guarantee that any local union workers would be hired to 
build this toll road. 



In August of this year we attended a meeting with the group at the Atrium in Peotone, Illinois 
where my wife asked the question regarding the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning’s 
upcoming vote on October 9, 2013 what would happen if they voted against including the 
Illiana Toll Road in its Go To 2040 Plan? With great reluctance Steve Schielke, IDOT Project 
Manager, stated that Tier Two would end.  That didn’t happen. 

 
When it was time for the various committees that comprise CMAP to vote only two of their 
numerous committees voted in favor of the inclusion of the Illiana Toll Road in the Go to 2040 
Plan. The final committee vote, the one that really counted and was to make the final 
determination voted 10 to 4 against with one abstention.  This was based upon all of the true 
facts and a determination that project farther north that would provide greater benefits to the 
majority of the area. This was good, sound reasoning on their part. The same day this vote 
took place another committee chaired by Transportation Secretary Schneider was supposed to 
vote. Because it looked like this secondary committee was going to vote against the inclusion 
also, the Secretary was able to postpone the vote for 8 days so that pay to play and arm 
twisting could influence enough votes so that it would pass and the Go To 2040 Plan CMAP 
would put forth would be amended to include the Illiana. 

 
Using the same sound reasoning I’d like you to consider what would really benefit all of Lake 
County Indiana and the State of Indiana. Gary, Hammond, East Chicago and the entire lake 
shore would benefit more by improving our rail system.  Moving freight can be done much 
more efficiently by rail resulting in far less pollution, cost effectiveness and negative impact on 
the land. The basic infrastructure needed already exists in northern lake county to build   
upon. The Gary Airport is already viable and FAA approved.  We need to fast track that too 
because it will not only provide short term construction jobs, it will create good paying 
permanent jobs. So would a trauma center in the Gary area and the addition of a new port for 
the area. If the deserted factories, businesses and homes could be demolished that would 
create more construction jobs and create an atmosphere favorable for businesses and 
manufacturing to come to the area. These would also be a combination of construction work 
and permanent good paying jobs that would not only benefit the three counties in Northwest 
Indiana they would really benefit the State of Indiana in terms of tax revenue. This would 
preserve the farm businesses in the path of the corridor and a way of life for all of the residents 
whose lives would be changed forever and would avoid the unintended negative consequences 
that the road would cause. 

 
Unintended consequences would be lost property tax revenue for the entire corridor that 
would hurt the entire area, diminished property values along the corridor, possible life and 
death or loss of property from the inability of emergency services to get to incidents in a timely 
manner because of road closures and limited access to the road and longer days for students 
riding buses to and from school.  Our budgets are stretched as far as they can go as we try to 
provide high quality ambulance and fire protection to our residents and businesses, lost tax 
revenue will be devastating in providing these services.  Who will finance the extra expense? 

 
Thank you for your consideration. 



 

Yours truly, 

 
Harold Mussman, Jr. 



 

 

Comment Received via Email : 

From: Pat Mussman [mailto:wctpcts1-5@att.net] 

Sent: Sunday, November 10, 2013 10:48 AM 

To: comments 

Subject: NIRPC comments 

 
Please enter these comments in the record. Thank you. 

November 9, 2013 

Dear Members of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission, 

 
I wish to submit my comments into the record explaining why I feel the Illiana Toll Road should 
be excluded from your 2040 Plan for the region. 

 
My husband and I along with many of the residents who live in southern Lake County in Indiana 
in the three townships, West Creek, Cedar Creek and Eagle creek that will be affected as well as 
many residents in southern Will County and northern Kankakee Counties in Illinois that will be 
negatively impacted if this project goes forward have worked together to gather facts and fight 
for what we feel are our rights.  If this project would benefit all of these communities and both 
states we would support it, but fact after fact proves that it won’t benefit anyone except a 
handful of trucking and warehousing companies in the Elwood, Wilmington and Joliet areas of 
Illinois and that was revealed by Steve Schielke, Project Manager for IDOT at a meeting held in 
Will Township Illinois at the township hall and is on record. 

 
My question to all of you is how do you justify allowing a handful of businesses destroying all of 
the farm businesses in the path of this proposed corridor.  Why is one companies’ business 
more important than hundreds of other businesses, many that have been in families for a 
hundred years of more? Make no mistake, every farm is a business.  Farmers aren’t Old 
MacDonald operations. Every farmer is an agronomist, a scientist, a geneticist, a marketing 
manager and a financial planner who also physically works to produce the food that feeds each 
and every one of you.  Where do you think your milk, meat, eggs and various cereals, pasta’s 
and potatoes come from? Everything you eat comes from a farm and if you vote in favor of this 
project you will be removing between 5500 and 6000 acres of highly productive farm land and 
once that land is taken away it is lost forever. 

 
We have proposed improving existing roads and truck routes that are already the choice of 
many drivers, we have proposed revitalizing the Lake Shore in all three counties to bring new 
growth and good, lasting jobs. All of our proposals have the opportunity to put construction 
workers back to work building a Trauma Center in Gary, a Port in Gary and a real competitive 
Airport that would bring good paying jobs to the area.   Expanding rail to get more trucks and 
cars off congested roadways and get people to those jobs in the northern part of the 
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counties. This would allow the farms to continue to provide food to the masses and the 
people whose homes, hopes and dreams can survive as they are. 

 
Please bear in mind that the figures you have been given by INDOT and the Illiana Study Group 
have been grossly misleading. The usage numbers are greatly exaggerated and if the Private 
Investor is promised inflated revenue figures, every taxpayer in the State of Indiana will have 
to make up the difference. That, board members, is a fact. You already have a good example 
of that with our existing, leased Indiana East West Toll Road.  The lease is in jeopardy now 
because the investors are losing a great deal of money. That is a fact that you can verify. Why 
do we want to create a 12 mile toll road to nowhere that more than likely will lose money, 
too? Construction costs are grossly understated and usage is so overstated that anyone who 
has a grasp of mathematics and a sense of business would question where these figures have 
come from. 

 
Who will make up the lost property tax revenue from the land involved in the corridor? That 
land will be exempted from paying taxes. Who will pay for the increased cost of fire 
protection and emergency services that will have to be provided for this toll road? We will 
additionally lose property tax funds since property values will be greatly diminished along the 
corridor. 

 
So again, I’m asking you to look at the really big picture and the vision we could have for Lake 
County and what the north end could look like again.  In the Glory days of Gary, Hammond, East 
Chicago and the region we had growth, prosperity and vision.  I want that again and I want to 
help preserve the vast countryside of southern lake county where people can live freely and 
make good choices for their communities while working up north in good jobs, or farming the 
land that is diminishing and food sources with it. 

 
Thank you. 

Yours truly, 

Patricia Mussman 
 

 
 



Comments@nirpc.org 
11/10/2013 

 

Please enter these comments in the record.  Thank you.  
 
November 9, 2013 
 
Dear Members of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission, 
 
I wish to submit my comments into the record explaining why I feel the Illiana Toll Road should be 
excluded from your 2040 Plan for the region. 
 
My husband and I along with many of the residents who live in southern Lake County in Indiana in the 
three townships, West Creek, Cedar Creek and Eagle creek that will be affected as well as many residents 
in southern Will County and northern Kankakee Counties in Illinois that will be negatively impacted if this 
project goes forward have worked together to gather facts and fight for what we feel are our rights.  If 
this project would benefit all of these communities and both states we would support it, but fact after 
fact proves that it won’t benefit anyone except a handful of trucking and warehousing companies in the 
Elwood, Wilmington and Joliet areas of Illinois and that was revealed by Steve Schielke, Project Manager 
for IDOT at a meeting held in Will Township Illinois at the township hall and is on record. 
 
My question to all of you is how do you justify allowing a handful of businesses destroying all of the farm 
businesses in the path of this proposed corridor.  Why is one companies’ business more important than 
hundreds of other businesses, many that have been in families for a hundred years of more?  Make no 
mistake, every farm is a business.  Farmers aren’t Old MacDonald operations.  Every farmer is an 
agronomist, a scientist, a geneticist, a marketing manager and a financial planner who also physically 
works to produce the food that feeds each and every one of you.  Where do you think your milk, meat, 
eggs and various cereals, pasta’s and potatoes come from?  Everything you eat comes from a farm and if 
you vote in favor of this project you will be removing between 5500 and 6000 acres of highly productive 
farm land and once that land is taken away it is lost forever. 
 
We have proposed improving existing roads and truck routes that are already the choice of many drivers, 
we have proposed revitalizing the Lake Shore in all three counties to bring new growth and good, lasting 
jobs.  All of our proposals have the opportunity to put construction workers back to work building a 
Trauma Center in Gary, a Port in Gary and a real competitive Airport that would bring good paying jobs to 
the area.   Expanding rail to get more trucks and cars off congested roadways and get people to those 
jobs in the northern part of the counties.  This would allow the farms to continue to provide food to the 
masses and the people whose homes, hopes and dreams can survive as they are. 
 
Please bear in mind that the figures you have been given by INDOT and the Illiana Study Group have been 
grossly misleading.  The usage numbers are greatly exaggerated and if the Private Investor is promised 
inflated revenue figures, every taxpayer in the State of Indiana will have to make up the difference.  That, 
board members, is a fact.  You already have a good example of that with our existing, leased Indiana East 
West Toll Road.  The lease is in jeopardy now because the investors are losing a great deal of 
money.  That is a fact that you can verify.  Why do we want to create a 12 mile toll road to nowhere that 
more than likely will lose money, too?  
Construction costs are grossly understated and usage is so overstated that anyone who has a grasp of 
mathematics and a sense of business would question where these figures have come from. 
 
Who will make up the lost property tax revenue from the land involved in the corridor? That land will be 
exempted from paying taxes.  Who will pay for the increased cost of fire protection and emergency 
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services that will have to be provided for this toll road?  We will additionally lose property tax funds since 
property values will be greatly diminished along the corridor. 
 
So again, I’m asking you to look at the really big picture and the vision we could have for Lake County and 
what the north end could look like again.  In the Glory days of Gary, Hammond, East Chicago and the 
region we had growth, prosperity and vision.  I want that again and I want to help preserve the vast 
countryside of southern lake county where people can live freely and make good choices for their 
communities while working up north in good jobs, or farming the land that is diminishing and food 
sources with it. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Patricia Mussman 
 

 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/10/2013 

 

November 9, 2013  
 
Dear ladies and gentlemen of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission, 
 
My name is Harold Mussman, Jr. and I am the West Creek Township Trustee and a farmer whose farm 
business is in the township.  I want to go on record as opposing the addition of the Illiana Toll Road into 
the 2040 plan. 
 
My wife Pat and I have attended nearly every meeting concerning the proposed Illiana Toll Road and we 
have done our homework researching the project in an attempt to best represent the people of the three 
townships in Lake County, Indiana and support our sister townships across southern Will County, 
Illinois.  There are so many facts concerning benefits and negative impacts that are being glossed over by 
the study committee or ignored that it is time for them to be brought to light. 
 
Because we have been tenacious in our quest for the truth we have uncovered facts that I will list, facts 
which I have documented and have in the West Creek Township Trustee’s office that you are free to 
examine, and they are some of the same facts that have been recorded and are in the official record of 
the Illiana Study Group at various meetings across the areas involved in the corridor. 
 
For example, at a meeting earlier this year in the Will Township Community Center west of Beecher, 
Illinois, Steve Schielke, project manager for IDOT finally admitted to the group in attendance that the 
Illiana Toll Road was never designed to benefit any one or any community in the corridor.  Growth and 
development would be the same if the road is built or if it isn’t.  In his own words he told us that the road 
is only designed to move truck traffic or logistics from the Intermodal truck terminals and warehouses in 
Elwood, Wilmington and Joliet, Illinois.  He then grossly overstated the capabilities of these facilities by 
telling our group that a cold storage warehouse outside of Wilmington near the Local 150 training 
center.would be putting 1800 trucks on the road every day, 24 hours per day 7 days per week.  That is 75 
trucks per hour 7 days per week.  An absolute impossibility, so when we called him on it, he said that he 
meant to say one of the container facilities that would be sending 900 per day out and dropping 900 per 
day into the facility.  Another impossibility.  We did the research.  The warehouse had 20 doors or gates 
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and if it ran at maximum capability 100 trucks per day total would be its contribution to the road.  Again, 
the container facility would be driving over one another picking up and dropping those containers. 
 
Another major point that you need to consider when it comes to exaggerations was the lies that were fed 
to the Village of Elwood when Center Point, the largest truck Intermodal in the area negotiated tax 
incentives.  They told the Village that they would make big money if they agreed to do so, when in fact 
the Village is now suing Center Point because instead of making money, the Village is in danger of filing 
bankruptcy.  So if you are basing your votes on the inclusion of the Illiana in the 2040 plan on what you 
are hearing from the Illiana Study Group, INDOT and IDOT, I respectfully ask you to do more 
research.  You have until December 12, 2013 to learn the facts. 
 
Late July 2013 the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning came out with a report that didn’t favor 
going forward with the project and listed excellent reason that they opposed it.  Many of the reasons 
were understated costs and grossly overstated usage.  Other reasons were the urban sprawl factor and 
they stated the obvious, there was so much more benefit in redevelopment of the south side of Chicago, 
Southern Cook County and northern Will County.  If you haven’t read the report, you should read it 
before voting on this project.  The same is true for the Northwest Indiana Region.  We have the necessary 
infrastructure in Gary, East Chicago and Hammond in Lake County and all across northern Porter and 
LaPorte Counties. 
 
The jobs the study group has projected have been all over the place.  Sometimes they project 25000 jobs 
and then you hear that it will really be 1000 jobs over 25 years.  Sometimes it is 9000 construction jobs, 
but you can’t pin them down as to where the construction jobs will come from.  This toll road, if it is going 
to be built, will be built by a Public Private Partnership of unknown origin.  Most of the projects that are 
financed this way give these jobs to the lowest bidders, so the construction company that could be 
selected could bring in crews from anywhere.  There is absolutely no guarantee that any local union 
workers would be hired to build this toll road.  
 
In August of this year we attended a meeting with the group at the Atrium in Peotone, Illinois where my 
wife asked the question regarding the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning’s upcoming vote on 
October 9, 2013 what would happen if they voted against including the Illiana Toll Road in its Go To 2040 
Plan?  With great reluctance Steve Schielke, IDOT Project Manager, stated that Tier Two would end.  That 
didn’t happen. 
 
When it was time for the various committees that comprise CMAP to vote only two of their numerous 
committees voted in favor of the inclusion of the Illiana Toll Road in the Go To 2040 Plan.  The final 
committee vote, the one that really counted and was to make the final determination voted 10 to 4 
against with one abstention.  This was based upon all of the true facts and a determination that project 
farther north that would provide greater benefits to the majority of the area.  This was good, sound 
reasoning on their part.  The same day this vote took place another committee chaired by Transportation 
Secretary Schneider was supposed to vote.  Because it looked like this secondary committee was going to 
vote against the inclusion also, the Secretary was able to postpone the vote for 8 days so that pay to play 
and arm twisting could influence enough votes so that it would pass and the Go To 2040 Plan CMAP 
would put forth would be amended to include the Illiana. 
 
Using the same sound reasoning I’d like you to consider what would really benefit all of Lake County 
Indiana and the State of Indiana.  Gary, Hammond, East Chicago and the entire lake shore would benefit 
more by improving our rail system.  Moving freight can be done much more efficiently by rail resulting in 
far less pollution, cost effectiveness and negative impact on the land.  The basic infrastructure needed 
already exists in northern lake county to build upon.  The Gary Airport is already viable and FAA 
approved.  We need to fast track that too because it will not only provide short term construction jobs, it 
will create good paying permanent jobs.  So would a trauma center in the Gary area and the addition of a 



new port for the area.  If the deserted factories, businesses and homes could be demolished that would 
create more construction jobs and create an atmosphere favorable for businesses and manufacturing to 
come to the area.  These would also be a combination of construction work and permanent good paying 
jobs that would not only benefit the three counties in Northwest Indiana they would really benefit the 
State of Indiana in terms of tax revenue.  This would preserve the farm businesses in the path of the 
corridor and a way of life for all of the residents whose lives would be changed forever and would avoid 
the unintended negative consequences that the road would cause. 
 
Unintended consequences would be lost property tax revenue for the entire corridor that would hurt the 
entire area, diminished property values along the corridor, possible life and death or loss of property 
from the inability of emergency services to get to incidents in a timely manner because of road closures 
and limited access to the road and longer days for students riding buses to and from school.  Our budgets 
are stretched as far as they can go as we try to provide high quality ambulance and fire protection to our 
residents and businesses, lost tax revenue will be devastating in providing these services.  Who will 
finance the extra expense? 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Harold Mussman, Jr. 
 
 

Comments@nirpc.org 
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No tollroad in Lowell..... 
 
Mike Sherwood 
 

 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/11/2013 

 

Dear Members of the NIRPC board, 
 
    By now, you have all been hearing every objection of building a toll road across South Lake County.  In 
Porter County and east ward the project was quashed.  The  difference was constituency talked directly 
with the political bodies, without the multimillion dollar fence deflecting objections that was hired.  Why 
was this firm hired for the public "sales job" in the first place?  If the goal was to sway public opinion they 
failed. If the goal was to protect the politicians from backlash, it's going to be long remembered as such. 
Accountability for this boondoggle will lay squarely on those with no plausible deniability  awarded by 
constituents.  This is much more than a simple observation, more of how best interests are being handled 
and trusted in them and you. 
 
    The Toll Road serves a few trucking firms in Illinois.  We must also assume Casinos being built on the 
Illinois side to prop up needed tax & pension obligations of the State of Illinois.  Shall we ask Illinois to 
sign on to a agreement not to build a competitive Casino?   My last point is why would businesses choose 
to locate at the intersections of the Iliana Toll road? Can you name any businesses created by the North 
Toll Road in Lake County?  I cannot. However, this Toll road is severely destructive to businesses in South 
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Lake County and very well would threaten businesses up North.  Frankly, I wouldn't open a hamburger 
joint at the Toll Road intersections!  Too risky when a freeway offers stability and FREE FLOW of required 
traffic to sustain the business. 
    
   Please consider our existing roads, business, farms, and taxes and vote "No" on the Toll Road. 
 
Sincerely, 
Michael D Jordan  
Lowell In.  
16459 Harrison st.     
 
 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/11/2013 
 
To Whom This May Concern- 

Hello, my name is Meagan K. Ipema.  I am a resident of Lowell Indiana and I have concerns 

regarding the proposed Illiana toll road.  I question whether this road has any benefit to my community 

or on a larger scale to the state of Indiana?   I also have a couple of alternatives to the toll road that I 

think are worth looking into.  To give you an insight on my background, I was born and raised in the state 

of Indiana.  I have both my undergraduate and doctoral degree from Indiana colleges, Purdue University 

Calumet and I.U.P.U.I. respectively.  I work in the town of St. John as an outpatient orthopedic physical 

therapist for Community Hospital.   I believe Indiana is a top notch state to raise a family in and I am truly 

proud say I am a Hoosier.   I love Indiana and plan to remain here all my life.  With this said it is easy to 

see why the well being of our state is so important to me.  This brings me to the topic, the proposed 

Illiana toll road. 

Concerns of the proposed Illiana toll road:   

 The study done by IDOT was done on a free way, not a toll road.  The statistics given support a 

road where travelers are not charged to travel it.   The proposed road is in fact a toll road; therefore, 

statistics given for travel are skewed and are not a true reflection of use for the road to be built. Further 

research needs to be done on a toll road in this area.   Then the study group can give us a truer outlook 

on how much this road will be utilized.  And if history repeats itself, of toll roads in Indiana or other states 

for that matter, this toll road will not be as successful as it is claimed.  

This road will disarray the town of Lowell’s emergency services.   Lowell’s Fire and Rescue team are 

on a volunteer basis and provide for the entire town of Lowell and its unincorporated areas.  Where will 

the funds come from to pay for the services needed after this road is built?  Our resources will be 

strained and people may seriously get hurt or even die in the process.  For example, say there is a two 

semi-trailer roll over on fire on the toll road and a 68 year old man suffering from a heart attack on the 

other end of town.  Which incident will take precedence and receive first response?  How can one 

morally decide what the answer to this question is?  If this road is built according to our current 

resources, questions like this will need to be asked.  The fact of the matter is this toll road will strain 

Lowell’s Emergency Services and cause problems that will be very costly for the town and its taxpayers.  

 I have attended all of the public meetings given be IDOT and INDOT and I am not satisfied with 

how the public is being addressed.   All of our questions have the same response, “the best management 

practices are being done to address that”, and not to mention the famous phrase, “we are still studying 

that”.   Not one single question is answered at these public meetings.   They are mostly a waste of our 
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time and as long as the study group is making them look professional they can walk away and say they 

informed the public to the best of their ability.  From the outside this appears true, however anyone 

attending these meetings recognize that the public is not getting anything out of them.  I am especially 

disappointed with the INDOT representative in the April meeting.  He was fumbling over his words and 

did not directly answer any question.  The representative from IDOT spoke up for the lack of knowledge 

from INDOT.    I truly hope the INDOT representative does not reflect the knowledge the state of Indiana 

has on this project because if so we are in trouble.  We do not appear to know very much about this 

project in its entirety.   Before we know it and without the public’s approval this group will be breaking 

ground and building this road.   Is that what it is going to take to get finally get answers?  No wonder this 

project has caused so much turmoil for our town.  The taxpayers of the state of Indiana deserve better, 

we deserve answers, and we deserve to have a say as to whether this toll road goes through!   

Most importantly we the public are not ignorant; please treat us with the respect we deserve.   

We realize our power and say in this matter means little as to whether or not this road will be built.  We 

do however have a right to voice our opinion and stand up for what we believe.  We are overwhelmingly 

in favor of the “NO BUILD” option.  Has this option even been considered?  Supposedly, this has gone 

along through to the third tier of this study and not once has this option been discussed at any length.  Is 

“NO BUILD” really an option, or does it exist to appease the public while the study group keeps moving 

forward with this project?   

Negatives to Lake County/State of Indiana : 

 After doing research and reading articles about the proposed toll road I cannot come up with one 

major benefit to our state.    If anything this road will disrupt communities in its path and cause more 

problems and funds to be addressed by these communities.   The same communities who will be forced 

to accommodate for a road they do not support. 

Alleviating traffic is the number one driving force for this road.   There is a prediction of 40,000 

some trucks/car they think will travel this road daily.  How can a study done on a freeway predict traffic 

for a toll road?  This is the same point mentioned earlier in the letter under my concerns.    

These vehicles are going to I 65 and this leads us to the next negative.  If you add another 40,000 

trucks/cars on I 65 this will further back up traffic on this highway.  Now not only will traffic be backed up 

north of Rt 231 on 65 it will be backing up traffic south of 231 as well.  I do not believe I 65 has the 

capacity for this amount of traffic in its current state.  In order for traffic to continue to flow off the toll 

road to wherever it is going, Indiana has another project to tackle first, widening I 65; which results in 

more money from taxpayers who do not support the toll road to begin with. 

Another “positive” the study group presents to us is that the toll road will create more jobs.  They 

forgot to mention the types of jobs this road will attract.  The most common establishments along 

existing toll roads include gas stations, truck stops, and restaurants; all businesses that produce a 

minimum wage jobs.   Minimum wage jobs should not be a motivating factor to determine if this road is 

built.  As far as the jobs created for the trades needed to build this road are concerned, is there any 

guarantee all these men/women being put to work will be Indiana residents?  I would venture to say 

probably not, therefore this toll road does not equate to more jobs for Indiana.  Even if a large number of 

the workers would be Indiana residents, this work is just temporary.  Why not put all of the men/women 

from Indiana to work on our existing roads, bridges, highways?  This seems to be a more logical way to 

spend our state’s resources.   

    There is such a term known as urban sprawl, which I believe depicts perfectly the future for 

Lowell/Southern Lake County if in fact this road is built.  Urban Sprawl- is a multifaceted concept 

centered on the expansion of auto-oriented, low-density development. Topics range from the outward 



spreading of a city and its suburbs to its logical limits, to low-density and auto-dependent development 

on rural land, examination of impact of high segregation between residential and commercial uses, and 

analysis of various design features to determine which may encourage car dependency. The term urban 

sprawl generally has negative connotations due to the health, environmental, and cultural issues 

associated with the phrase.  Residents of sprawling neighborhoods tend to emit more pollution per 

person and suffer more traffic fatalities.  This is not a term to be taken haphazardly.  Is this what we want 

to become of the town of Lowell, or to the southern parts of Lake County?  Before we realize there will 

be very little farm land or rural towns left, the “city” will take over and make up the entire area between 

Chicago and Indianapolis.  When does progress become a negative notion?  I believe it does in this 

situation.   Progress does not always mean more roads, more buildings, and more money.   True progress 

to me would mean preserving our state’s land and capitalizing on the attributes it already has.  And for 

Indiana, and/or Lowell to be more specific, this means preserving farm land and protecting small 

businesses. 

 Environmental concerns.  What happened to NIRPC’s 2040 plan to preserve NWI land and correct 

existing establishments?  Building this toll road would be going completely against the vision!  Money 

could be utilized to fix existing road conditions (including re-paving and adding lanes) that would make 

travel more favorable for the entire state as well as the “passing through” travelers from other states.  I 

am also concerned about water drainage from the toll road.  My home is located at the lowest point of 

our neighborhood and our pond receives drainage from all the surrounding properties.  Most 

importantly, my neighbors and I have well water.  My neighborhood is unfortunately located ¼ a mile 

from the proposed toll road.  Can you guarantee me that no hazardous chemicals or drainage from the 

road will contaminate my water or my pond?  And if not, how will this issue be addressed?  And how can I 

be sure my water is safe for my family?  These questions need to be answered before going forth with 

the building of this road.  In all, I do not believe environmental issues have been given enough attention 

during the proposed toll road process.   All the representatives of the study group tell us according to the 

environmental concerns is that it is all being studied.   I find it impossible to move forth with this project if 

questions remain on the effect it will have on our environment.    

Alternatives to the Illiana Toll Road: 

Expanding current state highways- Route 2 (Lowell) and/or Route 10 (Roselawn) are already highly 

traveled routes from west to east and support truck traffic.  Expanding route 10 would be a more 

favorable solution for a couple of reasons.    

 The average speed limit for Rt. 10 is 55 MPH, the slowest the speed limit moves to is 45 MPH 

through the town of Roselawn.   This means a fast/steady moving east-west route, especially for 

semis and big diesel trucks.  

 Rt. 10 is a state road that has little interruptions for through traffic, between 41 and 10 you have 

one stop sign and one traffic light.  Once again fluid moving traffic via this route.    

 There are existing and up and coming truck stops already located on Rt 10 just east of the I65 on- 

ramp to accommodate travelers.   And there is plenty of room for growth in this area as well.    

 There would no traffic build up on I65 due to the mileage between Roselawn and 

Lowell/Roselawn and Fair Oaks averaging about 10-12 miles each way.  This would solve the I65 

congestion issue the proposed Illiana toll road creates.  

Re-pave/Maintain side roads- This will improve travel from west to east for those who do not travel on 

state highways or tolled roads. 

Proposed highway through Snyder- I came across information that the town of Snyder was very 

welcoming to this proposed highway, they want the growth.  Why not reconsider a town that poses to 



gain more from a road way compared to the town of Lowell which will suffer from the addition?  Snyder 

is located a little over 5 miles south of the proposed Illiana route; 5 miles would make a world of 

difference for the town of Lowell.  This alternative route needs to be studied in more depth. 

I believe Indiana should allocate its funds on existing establishments rather than building additional 

facilities to be maintained.  The prime example is the city of Gary.  Gary has plenty of room for growth 

and restoration.  Gary was once a beautiful city with lots of attraction and poise, and it has the potential 

to be this city once again.  Thousands of jobs will be generated with the rebuild of the city of Gary.   It will 

take support from surrounding communities and the state of Indiana to refurbish Gary.  Why not use our 

taxpayers’ money in places where it will directly benefit Indiana residents?   Let’s rebuild Gary and its 

airport so our state can reap the benefits of what we sow.   

To sum everything up I believe the state of Indiana is not ready to support this Illiana toll road 

project.  Taxpayers still have many questions that need to be addressed and answered.   There are too 

many concerns about this project to move forward at this point in time.  And most importantly, is there 

any true benefit for the state of Indiana if this road goes through?   Indiana needs to take a hard look at 

how the decisions we make today affect the future of our state.   I do not believe a project as large as the 

proposed Illiana toll road should move forward until this study is scrutinized, all questions/concerns are 

addressed appropriately, and the benefits for our state outweigh the costs. 

It is only fair for the public to have a voice in this matter, thank for your time and consideration 

for reading this letter. 

Sincererly, A loyal Hoosier and a concerned taxpayer,  

Meagan K. Ipema,DPT 

 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/11/2013 
 
Dear Members of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission, 

In the near future, NIRPC will be voting if the ILLIANA should be included in its 2040 plan.  I ask that you 

consider this.  The Gary Airport is need of help.  Spending dollars on a highway that benefits Illinois won’t 

benefit this airport.   

The Cline Avenue Bridge is still closed.  Spending tax dollars on a highway that is an escape route for 

Illinois while our roads remain closed is wrong and won’t help re-open this bridge.     

A recent analysis done by IDOT and Purdue University reported that the 7-year project and $187 million 

dollars spent on widening the Borman reduced more congestion than any other road in the State (The 

Times August 13, 2013).   Building another road to reduce traffic on the Borman is irresponsible spending 

of tax dollars.   

We need to concentrate on investing in our lake front communities.  Developing around the Gary 

Regional Airport will help bring down tax cap levels and reduce circuit breaker credits.  That is something 

our entire region can benefit with.  I ask NIRPC to not include the ILLIANA in its 2040 comprehensive plan. 

Yours truly,  

Eldon Strong 

Lake County Council, 7th District 

mailto:Comments@nirpc.org


 

Comment Received via Email  

From: amanda white [mandy1190@att.net] 

Sent: Monday, November 11, 2013 10:00 AM 
To: Nirpc 

Subject: No Illiana Tollroad 
 

Dear Sirs, 

 
I have just read the letter that Harold Mussman has 

sent to you concerning the negative effects the 

proposed Illiana Toll Road, if approved, would have not 

only on the corridor in Indiana, but, for taxpayers 

across the state. 
 

 

If you live and travel in northwest Indiana, or course 

you are aware of the congestion caused by 

traffic. But, if you also look at the amount of truck 

traffic on the expressways versus the Indiana Toll 

Road, it is quite obvious that the truckers are not 

taking and paying for tolls in favor of the non-toll 

roads. 
 

 

Yes, this roadway would totally change the area.  It 

would affect so many farms and agricultural lands---- 

some have been in families for generations. It also 

would affect the environment---wet lands, etc. As a 

resident of Lowell for the last 22-1/2 years I am 

vehemently opposed to this road. 
 

 

Who is going to end up paying the price for it 

financially? The taxpayers of Indiana. And, the town 

and townships of Lowell. This really isn't an issue in 

Illinois as they are on the verge of bankruptcy as it 

is!! Where is the greatest advantage? To the state of 

Illinois, NOT Indiana. Environmentally it would be 

devastating to the corridor and surrounding areas---- 

pollution would also include noise, light, dirt, 

fumes. I cannot imagine rails running beside the road, 

also----as stated in The Times on the Forum page of 

Sunday, 11/10/13. 

 
 

 

We had an idea about the rails----not because INDOT has 

mailto:mandy1190@att.net
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been truthful and forth-coming, but, because people 

read about it in the Trains magazine----how sad is 

that?? 
 

 

I have attended 3 of the 4 meetings in Lowell.  The 

format was a joke. There are many, many people from 

this area who are intelligent and able to speak for 

themselves and on behalf of others with the same 

opinions. But, we were not given the chance. Instead 

our questions had to be written down and handed to a 

representative of INDOT (I believe). That 

representative was unable to even read back many of the 

questions.  And, of course, the questions read back 

were selected by the representative. So, much time was 

wasted with no real results. No wonder the people 

being affected were exasperated. There could have been 

questions fielded from those in attendance with a time 

limit to question those representing this plan. 
 

 

I truly believe that if you approve this plan, it will 

be a debacle financially----not only for those of us in 

the corridor area, but, for all taxpayers in the state 

of Indiana. And, as you are probably aware, Lake 

County certainly has no money to waste. The expense to 

all of us far outweighs any gain. The contractors will 

be chosen from Illinois as the construction is to begin 

in Illinois.  They will probably keep all the same 

employees to work the whole project, so there will be 

very few workers chosen from Indiana for 

construction. Then as far as growth to the area----- 

perhaps some part-time, low paying jobs only. The 

growth to the area can be the same without the 

Illiana. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Amanda White 

1190 Lincoln St. 

Lowell IN 219-696-5854 



Comments@nirpc.org 

11/12/2013 

Dear NIRPC, 

   Was RT 10 considered in this study, plenty of truck traffic already. The truckers use this now, do you 

think they will drive a longer distance north to pay a toll to get to the same destination?  

Thank you for your time, I trust you will do what is beneficial to INDIANA. 

Michael Moniak 

16325 Jackson st 

Lowell, In 46356 

219-776-0002   

 

 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/12/2013 

 

NIRPC members; 

The Illiana Tollway is a bad idea for northwest Indiana's future in so many ways that I don't want to list 

all of them and take up too much of your time. A lot of them lead back to the same things anyway. 

NIRPC is charged with the task of doing what's best for the whole region as far as what's going to work 

well in what areas.  It points back to the same conclusion.  This will do nothing but steer business away 

from northern Lake and Porter counties while helping build Illinois's intermodal business and further 

plans of building an airport at Peotone that will effectively put the Gary airport out of business. 

We need to redevelope our northern communities back to the strong economic power that they once 

were. We don't need to use up a lot of taxpayer dollars to build a tollway that will draw commerce 

away from the areas that we are trying to redevelope. 

You already have an award winning 2040 plan.  Please don't ruin it by including the Illiana Tollway in it. 

Respectfully, 

Ed Linden 

 

 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/12/2013 

 

NIRPC board members; 

Every Indiana taxpayer will pay for the Illiana Tollway. Every town council member, township 

trustee, county commissioner and Mayor in Lake, Porter and LaPorte counties will be affected 

by the Illiana. 
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The Illiana will reduce traffic on 80/94 by only 2.2%. It will put 7,700 MORE vehicles on U.S. 41 

and 5,000 MORE vehicles on I-65 per day!  All the extra vehicles on U.S. 41 and I-65 will require 

major costly road improvements to resurface and add additional lanes, not to mention long 

term, continuous, maintenance costs. This effects EVERY Indiana resident whether you live in 

Lake, Porter or LaPorte county or southern Indiana. Instead of your taxes and federal money 

fixing roads in your community, you will pay to improve and maintain the roads effected by a 

privately owned Illiana Toll Road. This effects everybody! 

As mentioned during NIRPC's transporation meeting April 9th, there is a $74 million shortfall 

for already approved road and bridge projects in northwest Indiana. We are moving from $64 

million down to $26 million in federal funding. 

The Illiana corridor study presentation on April 9th showed truck trips will increase by 193% 

and there will be 47,000 daily intermodal truck trips by 2040. It is the existing and proposed 

Illinois based intermodals that would be using the Illiana. 

The Illiana corridor study presenters stated there would be a 200% population growth by 2040. 

NIRPC's own numbers don't agree with that. The U.S. Census shows Lake County lost more 

residents in 2012 than any other Indiana County. The Illiana presenters did finally admit that 

the population growth was on the Illinois side, not Indiana! 

There is no benefit to Indiana to justify our cost and our permanent land desecration if the 

Illiana toll road is approved. It is not Indiana's population increase.  It is not Indiana's 

intermodals.  Indiana and Illinois have existing roads that can be improved to aid Illinois' traffic 

problems. NIRPC's own 2040 plan saw no need for an Illiana. 

Please realize the cost to every county, town or city you represent and vote NO ILLIANA. 

Respectfully,                                                                                                                                                  

Ed & Sandy Linden 

 

Comments@nirpc.org 

11/12/2013 

 
Members of the NIRPC,  

My name is Ryan Jandura and I purchased a home 3 years ago in unincorporated Will County, IL, to 

settle my young family into. We purchased a home amid vast farm fields and a small array of custom 

built homes on a few acres of land to enjoy the serenity of the "outskirts" of town. It was my dream to live 

away from the hustle and bustle of urban areas where my children could grow up riding horses, dirtbikes 

and four wheelers. My wife and I had saved for our whole life to be able to afford this dream. 

As you know, the crooked politicians in our lovely state of Illinois have once again let down the ones who 

elected them into office. Lies, betrayal, and propaganda of false enrichment are what they have done to 

get approval from one leg of the CMAP to push this project forward. (Remember, the first committee 

voted NO against it, along with the Mayor of Chicago.) 
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I am not a politician, I am not a rich businessman or investor. I am a blue collar middle class worker who 

makes a living as a firefighter with a wife and two children. Your committee is our last hope that 

someone will listen to the voices of the people who, in my humble opinion, should have some kind of say 

in this matter, and not to the corporate greedy few who have the finances to push politicians to support 

this for their own financial gain. 

Homes will be lost, farmland forever changed into asphalt, increase in pollution from vehicles and noise, 

and the loss of a small community who once enjoyed rural peace and quiet.  

I noticed on your page that you had over 62 pages of signatures from people like myself, those directly 

affected by this, that are against this road. Since the decision makers in the state of Illinois will not listen 

to our pleas, I can only hope and pray that your committee will put aside the demands of the rich to 

support the voices of the meager. 

With all due respect and sincerity, 

Ryan Jandura 

Resident, Wilmington, IL. 

Future neighbor of the proposed Illiana nightmare. 

 
 
Comment Received Via Email 
 

From: Dan [danlblankenship@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 7:54 PM 
To: Nirpc 
Subject: Please vote no on Illiana Toll Road 

Dear NIRPC Committee Members, 

Please vote no for Illiana Toll Road.  This public/private partnership will be backed by the taxpayers. 
I65 has been around for a LONG time and there is not one manufacturing plant at the intersection.  
 

 If the State of Indiana wants to invest in a long term plan to better the region it would much better to 
support the northern half of the county where it's needed. 

 
Sincerely, 
Dan Blankenship 
1837 W. 172nd Lane 
Lowell, IN 46356 
219-696-7706 
 

mailto:danlblankenship@sbcglobal.net
mailto:danlblankenship@sbcglobal.net


 
 

Mail received from Anthony Rayson, Monee, IL 11-12-13 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Comment Received Via Email 
From: Eric and Evie Mason [clubeande@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 8:13 PM 
To: Nirpc 
Subject: Illiana tollway 

 
I am a Lowell resident and am asking that you please vote no to the Illiana tollway. 
There is nothing good that will come out of building this road but will take away farm fields, ruin our 
environment and cut-off streets. 
Please save our environment by voting no and by keeping my road open where I ride my bike. 
Thank you, 
Evonne Mason 
20220 Calumet Ave 
Lowell, IN 
219-690-1391 
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Comment Received via Email  

November 12, 2013 
 
 
 

 

NIRPC members; 
 

The Illiana Tollway is a bad idea for northwest Indiana's future in so many ways 

that I don't want to list all of them and take up too much of your time. 

A lot of them lead back to the same things anyway. 
 

NIRPC is charged with the task of doing what's best for the whole region as far as 

what's going to work well in what areas. It points back to the same conclusion. 

This will do nothing but steer business away from northern Lake and Porter 

counties while helping build Illinois's intermodal business and further plans of 

building an airport at Peotone that will effectively put the Gary airport out of 

business. 
 

We need to redevelope our northern communities back to the strong economic 

power that they once were. We don't need to use up a lot of taxpayer dollars to 

build a tollway that will draw commerce away from the areas that we are trying to 

redevelope. 
 

You already have an award winning 2040 plan. Please don't ruin it by including 

the Illiana Tollway in it. 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully, 

Ed Linden 



Comment Received via Email  

November 12, 2013 

RE: Illiana Toll Road 

NIRPC board members; 

Every Indiana taxpayer will pay for the Illiana Tollway. Every town council member, township 

trustee, county commissioner and Mayor in Lake, Porter and LaPorte counties will be affected 

by the Illiana. 
 

The Illiana will reduce traffic on 80/94 by only 2.2%. It will put 7,700 MORE vehicles on U.S. 41 

and 5,000 MORE vehicles on I-65 per day! All the extra vehicles on U.S. 41 and I-65 will 

require major costly road improvements to resurface and add additional lanes, not to mention 

long term, continuous, maintenance costs. This effects EVERY Indiana resident whether you live 

in Lake, Porter or LaPorte county or southern Indiana. Instead of your taxes and federal money 

fixing roads in your community, you will pay to improve and maintain the roads effected by a 

privately owned Illiana Toll Road. This effects everybody! 
 

As mentioned during NIRPC's transporation meeting April 9th, there is a $74 million shortfall for 

already approved road and bridge projects in northwest Indiana. We are moving from $64 

million down to $26 million in federal funding. 
 

The Illiana corridor study presentation on April 9th showed truck trips will increase by 193% 

and there will be 47,000 daily intermodal truck trips by 2040. It is the existing and proposed 

Illinois based intermodals that would be using the Illiana. 
 

The Illiana corridor study presenters stated there would be a 200% population growth by 2040. 

NIRPC's own numbers don't agree with that. The U.S. Census shows Lake County lost more 

residents in 2012 than any other Indiana County. The Illiana presenters did finally admit that 

the population growth was on the Illinois side, not Indiana! 
 

There is no benefit to Indiana to justify our cost and our permanent land desecration if the 

Illiana toll road is approved. It is not Indiana's population increase. It is not Indiana's 

intermodals. Indiana and Illinois have existing roads that can be improved to aid Illinois' 

traffic problems. NIRPC's own 2040 plan saw no need for an Illiana. 
 

Please realize the cost to every county, town or city you represent and vote NO ILLIANA. 
 

Respectfully, 

Ed & Sandy Linden 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Comment Received Via Email: 

________________________________________ 
From: Katherine Spangler [katspan40@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 5:24 PM 
To: Nirpc 
Subject: Illiana Tollway 
 
Please vote NO to the tollway. When will you realize that the tollway is too far south in Illinois for the 
truckers to use! And the last thing they will do is pay to drive on it anyway! 
 

Comment@nirpc.org 
11/13/2013 

 

We do not want the Illiana Expressway to come through our town.  There are better alternatives!  Go 

south of Lowell. 

Mark Sepko 

 

 

Comment Received via Email: 

From: Nirpc Comments [mailto:nirpccomments@gmail.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 4:39 PM 

To: comments 

Subject: Portage Meeting 

 

I’m in favor of building the Illiana I have traveled over to around Interstate 57 many time over last 

34 years working with companies in the Joliet Area and this road would have saved me money, 

energy and time. Also I worked for and co-owned a company in St. Louis that I would travel to at 

least once a month. Driving down there I would take Highway 2 to Interstate 65, Interstate 65 to 

Indiana 10 / Illinoi 17 to Interstate 57 to St Louis. I call this the local Illiana. During most of these 

trips 50% of the traffic on this route is truck traffic so they are already using these roads to bypass 

Chicago and I feel would use the Illiana. This is a much needed road and this is the way to get it 

done. 

 

Please share my email with all the elected Porter County Officials. 

 

Kenard Taylor 

306 Napoleon Street 

Valparaiso, IN     
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Comment Received via Email 

 
From: Craig Earley [craigearley55@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 7:04 PM 

To: Nirpc 
Subject: Reaching Out from Lowell 

 Gentleman and Ladies of the NIRPC Commission  
 

May I reminded the NIRPC Commission members of the very guidelines that were 
expressly used to adopt the 2040 plan. These guidelines are taken directly from 
your own web site. 
* Supporting Urban Reinvestment 
* Ensuring Environmental Justice 

* Protecting Natural Resources and minimizing Impact to Environmental Features 

* Integrating Transportation and Land Use to Improve Mobility and Job Accessibility 

These are the very statements that NIRPC used to develop the 2040 Plan for our 
region.  You can argue that this plan does provide for integration of transportation 
for the region in the last statement but I ask “At what cost?”  This should only be a 
part of your decision on this matter. Not any one of these guidelines should take 
precedence over the other. Providing for transportation issues that Illinois has is 
not part of this statement and should not be part of this plan. Sure no one can 
dispute any new road could improve traffic mobility…..But again I ask at what cost? 
In my opinion this 47 mile proposed “Highway to Nowhere” will have a much 
greater long term negative impact to the South Lake County area than any short 
term benefit that has been put on the table. Will growth happen after a Toll Road? 
I’m sure it will. Can you measure how much more or less growth would have 
happened without it? No, there are too many variables. You can only guess. If your 
wrong by then it’s obviously too late.  
Let’s take a look at your own guidelines “Supporting Urban Development”. What 
part of South Lake County is considered Urban? The three Townships in which this 
highway is proposed to be built occupies approx. 180 sq. miles of Lake County. This 
is over one third of the entire County and in my opinion is far from being 
considered Urban or even Suburban for that matter. I can only deduce from your 
statement that you refer to the Real Urban areas or the northern portions of this 
County. Our three townships are the definition of Rural if there ever was one. So 
please support investment in the Urban areas and we will all be better for it. 
 “Ensuring Environmental Justice” What exactly is Environmental Justice? I get the 
feeling it’s after the fact. After the original plan fails and the guesses were wrong.  It 
would then become necessary to ensure justice is served. How do you plan on 
Ensuring Environmental Justice? Let’s not wait for a negative outcome. Ensure that 
we will not need to fight for justice. Vote NO  
 “Protecting Natural Resources and Minimizing Impacts to environmental Features” 



This guideline is my assurance that my residents, our land, our economy and our 
lifestyle will be protected by this very plan. What measures will you take to protect 
natural resources such as farmland and farming? Yes I believe this is one of our 
natural resources. If you don’t agree that’s fine it will still be impacted. A great 
many of our 180 sq. miles is farmland.  Farming generates millions of dollars a years 
to our economy. How will you ensure this highway will not have an impact on this? I 
don’t think you can. How will you protect the marshes and waterways that cross 
this area? It’s nearly impossible to protect us from an environmental hazard that 
could develop due to, not only  the construction of this highway but a catastrophe 
involving one of the hundreds of thousands of freight vehicles that are estimated to 
travel it. Not to mention the recent possible addition of a rail line paralleling this 
highway. The residents of these townships are here for a reason. We make our 
home here because of the lifestyle it offers. How can you Protect and Ensure that 
will not be impacted?  Vote NO 

South Lake County has endured the recent levy freeze just like all of the rest of Lake 
County. We have all suffered and cut back to keep our heads above water. 
Unfortunately our Ambulance Service and area Volunteer Fire Depts. continue to 
struggle. With twelve miles of super highway and possible railway proposed to 
become part of our responsibility the impact will be devastating. I have been 
involved in discussion with all surrounding EMS services with the Illiana Planning 
Group. The Planning Group has listened but offered few if any possible answers. 
Our EMS Services are funded by our township tax payers. How can you minimize or 
eliminate the impact of this? Simple. Vote NO 

Respectfully  
Craig Earley 

VP Lowell Town Council 
  

 



 

NOV 14 2013 
 

 
 

Mr. Ty Warner, Executive 

Director Northwestern  

Indiana Regional Planning 

Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, IN 46368 
 

Re: Proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC's 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation  

Improvement Program (TIP) 
 

Dear Mr. Warner: 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC's proposed amendment to 

include the II Iiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 

2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  This is a much-needed project for 

Northwest Indiana and the entire region . It will help relieve traffic in Northwest Indiana 

and provide a much-needed boost to the economy. I fully support this plan amendment 

and hope that when the December vote comes, NIRPC will add the Illiana into the GO TO 

2040 Plan. 
 

Anyone who drives through the area where the Illiana is proposed can't help but notice 

the huge number  of trucks coming out ofthe industrial facilities and across its highways. 

The Illiana will help get trucks off the local roads and onto a highway that is meant to 

handle them. These trucks are causing the local roads to deteriorate faster than expected. 

Without a main road to serve as a collector here, Northwest  Indiana  will have major 

problems in the future trying to maintain their existing roads. 
 

Beyond the maintenance problems, these trucks are already causing congestion and it 

will only continue to get worse. The people ofNorthwest Indiana deserve a relief valve 

for all of the congestion that affects their daily commutes. Many of the trucks that go 

through this area are only passing through, on their way to other destinations and 

looking for a way to avoid Chicago and 1-80/94 altogether. The Illiana would provide 

them with a fast east-west link between Illinois and Indiana, allowing them to enjoy a 

more peaceful  environment. 
 

Lastly The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) estimated that the corridor will 

generate $3.87 billion in long-term economic impacts by 2048 and save $10.2 million per 

year in travel time for the region. And, generate 1,097 short-term jobs from 2015 to 

2018, including 571  construction jobs;  the project will add $667 million (in 2018 dollars) 

to the Indiana economy and pay out $362 million  in total compensation to workers. 

While the construction phase itself will generate $13.1 million in tax revenues to state 



and local governments by 2018. During these challenging economic times,  a project  like 

this could really help turn things around for so many people looking to get back to work. 
 

I fully support the Illiana project, and hope you will add it into the NIRPC GO TO 2040 

Plan in December. The project will benefit the residents of Northwest Indiana, the 

skilled workforce of Indiana, and the entire region by relieving traffic and creating jobs. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

Comment Received via Email  
From: Duane Brettmann [cosdad@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2013 2:07 PM 

To: Nirpc 
Subject: Illiana Expressway 

I'm asking for your vote to accept the Illiana expressway. Please vote to add it to the future NIRPC building 
plan. We need the good jobs that it will provide now and for many years to come. 

 

Comment Received via Email  
From: Duane Brettmann [mailto:cosdad@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2013 2:11 PM 
To: Tyson Warner 
Subject: Illiana expressway 

 

I'm writing you to ask that you vote FOR the new Expressway. It will provide many good paying 

jobs for Hoosiers for years to come. 

Thank you 

Duane Brettmann 

IUOE local 150 
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November 15, 2013 

 

NIRPC members; 

I thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Illiana Tollway. From 

what I have seen over the past several years the purpose and need has changed from 

relieving congestion on 80/94 to the latest need is to help CenterPoint Properties 

move more trucks in and out of the intermodal facility in Elwood, IL. 

We have spent a lot of money on studies for the Illiana which have shown that it will 

have very little effect on 80/94 traffic when it is built this far south. The only thing 

this tollway is going to do is help CenterPoint Properties increase the size of their 

intermodal facility in Elwood and create a bigger nuisance to that area than they 

already have. 

Government is suppose to control what is built in what areas to keep things working 

in harmony.  This looks more like big business is pulling the strings to get 

government to approve what is best for their business. For example Elwood 

approved a deal with CenterPoint that has changed the whole area.  Now they are not 

happy with the unforseen negative results of this deal. 

I have been following the information on the Illiana since 2007 and have seen a lot of 

good alternatives that make more sense than building the Illiana Tollway. For these 

reasons I am asking you not to include the Illiana Tollway in your 20/40 Plan. 

 

RESPECTFULLY, 

ED LINDEN    
 
 

November 15, 2013 

 

RE: Illiana Expressway 

NIRPC members; 

This road is not "in my backyard".  I am writing as a general taxpayer. The collateral 

cost to tax payers (expansion and maintenance of supporting roads, payment to a 

private entity for lost tolls due to I-65 closures caused by weather or accidents) and 

future loss of options (a better transportation idea 5 or 10 years from now) far 

outweighs any minimal current benefit. 

The original "purpose and need", stated several years ago, was to decrease traffic 

congestion on 80/94. The Cambridge Study proved there would only be a 2.2% 

reduction in traffic congestion on 80/94. This minimal improvement was based on 

calculations for an Illiana Freeway, not a tollway. 

After it was widely known that this original purpose no longer justified the Illiana, 

the purpose and need was changed to "economic growth for surrounding 

communities".  Current studies show this is not viable and in most communities the 

Illiana would be detrimental to their growth. An Illinois Department of 

Transportation project manager has now stated that economic growth along the 

corridor is not a purpose of the Illiana. 

CURRENTLY, AS STATED BY THE IDOT PROJECT MANAGER,  THE ILLIANA "PURPOSE 

AND NEED" IS TO FACILITATE ILLINOIS INTERMODAL TRUCK TRAFFIC AND WOULD BE A 

TOLLWAY, NOT A FREEWAY. INTERMODALS ARE A PRIVATE BUSINESS AND SHOULD  BE 

BUILT WHERE EASE OF TRANSPORT IS BENEFICIAL.  TAXPAYERS SHOULD NOT BE 

REQUIRED TO PAY IN SACRIFICED PROPERTY, COMMUNITY OR TAX MONEY NEEDED TO 

UPKEEP CONNECTING 

ROADWAYS FOR A 

PRIVATE ENTITY. 

MILLIONS OF 

DOLLARS HAVE BEEN 

SPENT STUDYING 

THE ILLIANA 

PROVING THE EVER 

CHANGING "PURPOSE 

AND NEED" DOES 

NOT SUPPORT THE 

PROJECT. THERE IS 

NO VALID, LEGALLY 

REQUIRED PURPOSE 

AND NEED. ONCE 

THIS TOLLWAY IS 

PUT IN YOU CAN 

NEVER GO BACK. IT 

IS PERMANENT. I AM 

AGAINST THE 

ILLIANA TOLLWAY 

AND URGE YOU TO 

VOTE AGAINST 

PUTTING IT IN YOUR 

20/40 PLAN. 

RESPECTFULLY,  

SANDY LINDEN                                                                                                                                         
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Illiana Corridor Expressway: To 

whom it may Concern, 

The only purpose of this road project seems to be the Peotone Airport in Illinois. I have 

seen little or no benefit for the residents of Indiana. The Gary Airport is 

functional, already built and looking for customers. The proposed toll road is only going to move 

the urban blight farther south. New business will build closer to the new road. Where will they 

come from? Most would come from an existing business from Gary, 

Hammond or another city to the north. The toll road will only add more blight to the 

north end of Lake County. South Lake County would never again be a rural community. The 

Calumet observatory at Buckley Homestead would need to be moved or just rust away.  The 

lights from the road would make it impossible to be used at night. The road would go right 

through mostly marsh and swamp ground from the state line to I-65. 

I attended the NIRPC meeting held at the Lowell Middle School on November 5th. 

What exactly was the purpose of  the meeting? There was no organized  presentation given. 

Most people I talked to came away with nothing from the meeting. There were comment cards 

and you could leave a statement. From the turnout of  NIRPC board members I would guess none 

of you have looked at comment cards or listened to any statements given. I have left comments, 

letters and talked  to people from the Illiana  Toll Road group and the NIRPC. All of the meetings 

have had a simple theme. Come before our group and beg us not to screw you over. You want to 

change our lives and lifestyle forever and can't spend the time to meet the citizens you are 

about to screw over for your own political  fortunes. 

If  it is jobs for union members you are wanting, fix what we have now. That should keep 

a few thousand  workers busy for several years. Our present  roads are in poor to dangerous 

condition. When was the last time you traveled on a county road in south Lake County? It's no 

problem staying below the speed limit because they are unsafe to travel on at any speed. Fixing 

the infrastructure we have now would go a long way toward good paying long term jobs. I would 

like to see the cities in north Lake County do much needed repairs and  improvements  to 

infrastructure.  This toll  road  has no advantage for the taxpayers of Indiana. Illinois can do what 

they wish, just  keep it out of Indiana. 



 
 

I hope your group will vote to kill this ill-advised project. State route 

10 would be a great road to widen and improve from state line to Indiana 

route 49. The Illiana Corridor group will not consider route 10 because it is 

out of the designated box. Maybe they should move the box about two miles 

south and save us all a lot of money. 

Thanks for your time in this matter. My family has been at this 

Hoosier Homestead Farm since 1870. I do hope you vote against this forced 

lifestyle change and waste of taxpayer money. 
 

 

Daniel Grelck 
 


