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                                                                                                            Donna Slikas 

                                                                                                            16731 White Oak Ave. 

                                                                                                            Lowell, IN  46356 

 

 

November 3, 2013 
 

Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, Indiana 46368 

 

Dear Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Committee Members: 

 

I am writing this letter to you today because I am vehemently opposed to having the ILLIANA 

toll road included in the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 2040 Plan.  Please 

accept my comments and include them for public record. 

 

Over the past 4 years, I have attended numerous ILLIANA-related meetings, both in Illinois and 

Indiana.  During those years I have also spent a large amount of time researching the ILLIANA’s 

value/need.  It is my opinion that there are just too many negative impacts (finance-related, 

ownership-related, environmental-related, and study-related) associated with the proposed 

ILLIANA. 

 

The many gross exaggerations uncovered in the ILLIANA Corridor Group’s study are and should 

be a major concern for all.  These exaggerations include projected population growth, the numbers 

of jobs that will be created, the cost of construction and maintenance, the number of vehicles that 

will use this road, the reduction of traffic on the Borman and Route 30, and the actual long-term 

costs associated with privatized (P3) roadways that can and have been passed on to 

taxpayers.  These concerns were brought to the forefront in recent articles appearing in the Chicago 

Tribune and Crane’s Chicago Business. 

 
I’ve approached and questioned many politically empowered people about the real values this toll 

way could offer communities and I get the same canned answer, “It’s political.”  This is not an 

acceptable response especially for people who will be negatively impacted by this travesty. 

 

This roadway will do little to benefit any of the communities in its path.  The negatives associated 

with building this roadway far outweigh the positives.  I backup this statement by reiterating a 

statement made by Mr. Schilke, IDOT’s Illiana project manager, at a Peotone meeting on August 

6th.  He also stated that the Illiana was never intended to benefit any resident, or community along 
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the B3 corridor.  The sole purpose of this roadway is to facilitate truck movement from 

Intermodal Terminals and warehouses in Wilmington, Elwood and Joliet into Indiana and 

onto I-65.  

 

We the “Nay Sayers”, as we have been referred to, or NIMBYs (Not in My Back Yard), have 

pointed out all the exaggerated ILLIANA Corridor Study Group statistics and flaws.  Our 

comments, both verbal and written, were ignored and dismissed.  The ILLIANA Corridor Study 

Group, IDOT, and INDOT were offered very viable, suggestions and alternatives to this roadway 

which would better serve the taxpayers, community, and environment.  However, again these 

suggestions and alternatives were ignored and dismissed. 

 

The ILLIANA opponents, like me, are extremely tired of all the bureaucracy associated with the 

ILLIANA, the exaggerated statistics and the exaggerated economic benefits.  If this “Toll Way” is 

built, the gains will be short-lived and enjoyed by a chosen few at the expense of a 

COMMUNITY”. 

 

Please reject adding the ILLIANA to your 2040 plan.  Honor the personnel who worked, 

countless hours, shaping this plan and support the citizens that rely on government officials 

to do the right thing for their communities. 

 

A written response to my letter would be greatly appreciated.   

 

Thank you for the professional courtesy extended in your review and consideration of the issues 

offered in this letter. 

 

Respectfully yours,  

 

Donna Slikas 

 

 

  



Comment Received via Email 11/4/2013: 

Mr . Ty Warner, Executive 

Director Northwestern Indiana 

Regional Planning Commission 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, IN 46368 

 
Re: Proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC’s 2040 

Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) 

 
Dear Mr. Warner: 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC's proposed amendment to include 

the Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  I would like to express that I am strongly in 

favor of this project, and it is needed for many reasons. 

 
Northwest Indiana is a fast-growing region, and it will only continue to grow . It is an attractive 

place to live and work, and it is no wonder that people and businesses continue to move here. In 

order for Northwest Indiana to continue to flourish, smart infrastructure investments like the 

Illiana Corridor must be made right now before it is too late. The existing corridors provide 

good routes for north-south travel through the area, but there is a lack of comparable east-west 

routes south ofl-80/94. The project will create a better grid network for Northwest Indiana and 

allow them easier access around the region. 

 
As Northwest Indiana continues to grow, it is inevitable that traffic and congestion will keep 

growing with it. The Illiana Expressway project provides a unique opportunity for this area to 

address current and future congestion problems by making this investment while it is still 

economically feasible. The more that an area develops, the more expensive it becomes to 

widen and maintain the existing roads, nonetheless fund a new highway. 

 
The Illiana Corridor project provides Indiana with a great opportunity to invest in our future, 

and the time to act is now. Please vote to add the Illiana Corridor into the GO TO 2040 

comprehensive regional plan. 

 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this important project. 

 
 

Robert J. Weinzen 

 

 

 

Comment Line Phone Comment 11/5/2013: 

From: Voter from Lake County 

Would like to vote against and asks that we not vote for the Illiana Expressway due to the 

detrimental effect it will have on the environment in our area. 


