
Email 10/4/13 
-----Original Message----- 
From: skerryvorek@comcast.net [mailto:skerryvorek@comcast.net]  
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 2:08 PM 
To: Steve Strains 
Cc: Pat Mussman 
Subject: Illiana Toll road 
 
After reading many reports and letters back and forth between organizations with vested interest in this 
being built, I think I have some other considerations which should be addressed.   I believe that Lowell will 
become a "ghost town" if this project goes forward.  Look what happened to the towns on fabled Rte. 66.   
Taking away valuable farmland does not bring any advantage to the area.   So far no-one has discovered 
how to make concrete or asphalt edible.  Environmentally, how does this impact the Grand Kankakee Marsh 
("the Everglades of the North" So far the planned route is approximately 1 mile south of Lake Dalecarlia 
where we have a bird sanctuary, nesting bald eagles, egrets, herons, and nature trail.   The noise and 
emissions pollution from the "6,000" trucks daily will totally ruin this area also.  It seems to be a popular 
pastime for the folks in Indianapolis to dump on NW Indiana instead of coming up with workable solutions 
to the problems.   Rail transportation, widening Rte. 10 which would cause a minimum of upheaval, should 
be looked at more closely.  
 
Sincerely 
 
Kathleen Berwick 
(44 year resident of Lake Dalecarlia) 
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Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Director 

6100 Southport Road 

Portage, Indiana, 46368 

Dear Sir: 

1314 Southwood Dr. 

Lowell, IN; 46356 

October 4, 2013 

Lake County Indiana is a north/south commuting area! State highways 41 and Cline Ave. must 

be rebuilt to address the daily traffic congestion. Federal Interstate 65 should be considered for 

3 lanes each way from 231 at Crown Point to Lebanon Indiana, and should be of paramount 

importance. The deadly continuous accidents on 65 should be a frightening indication that 

federal funds must be used for this improvement.  Darting in and out of truck traffic is a daily 

experience!  If a road is necessary for truck traffic passing through the area, and not going north 

to Chicago, consider Interstate 65 to State Road 24 to 39 in Illinois and north to 80, or continue 

north into Wisconsin. The road is already there and could easily be improved. Many truck 

drivers passing through our area have already stated they will not use an IIIiana Expressway Toll 

Road. 

Highway 30 is an east west road that is congested with local traffic. Their destinations are in 

that area. Therefore, they would not be using the IIIiana Expressway. 

Railroad use in this area has increased dramatically in recent years and should continue. It is 

an excellent and cheaper form of transportation. 

You have already heard the extensive list of environmental reasons why the IIIiana 

Expressway is unacceptable. There appears to be concern for federal and state preservation 

areas and historical sites, but little consideration for our precious farmland, drainage system 

and wildlife. 

Gary, Indiana and surrounding communities should have an enhanced Gary/Chicago airport. 

Also, a second Lake Michigan port should be developed. 

We believe that the long term jobs and income from the IIIiana project will be negligible in 

Indiana and Illinois. The project itself would be built by large companies and workers from 

outside the area. 

The IIIiana Expressway would destroy the lives of people who purposely left the city for a life 

in this area. Now many of them would have the Expressway in their front window.  Other 

people have lived in this area all of their lives, and would prefer having some consideration 

when considering the growth of Lowell and the surrounding communities. 

Thank you for considering the thoughts of people who actually reside in the area and 

understand the problems. We believe it is important to spend our local, state and federal funds 

for necessary Lake County improvements. 

 
Sincerely, 

Edgar Corns, Lowell Town Council President  
 
 
 



Comment@nirpc.org 
10/11/2013 
Please be advised as an Illinois resident from Indiana that travels back and forth I see this as an obstacle 
for me to do so.  WHO wants this and why? Who benefits really. The politicians most likely, not the 
people. 
 
It is advisable to just expand I-65 all the way to Florida instead.  Poor People suffer the most of course 
with Toll Roads as they have to pay to go to work. I know I had to for many years.  It’s even worse on 
families who lost their jobs and need to travel the toll roads to find a job when they have no money.  
This toll road must never be built!!! 
B. W. Abbott 
Chicago 
 
Comment@nirpc.org 
10/11/2013 
Please vote no to the proposed Illiana Toll road.  I am a resident of the rural community of Lowell. 
My family and I have lived here in our country home for the last 42 years.  Although we have 
loved the serenity and the peace and quiet of the small town atmosphere of Lowell, that is not the only 
reason for my objections and opposition to the proposed Illiana.  
There are so many other possible options for a freeway to connect these east/west interstates that would 
be so much less costly to us taxpayers. One of these options could be to use an already existing highway 
such as Route 10, add two more lanes, straighten it through Momence and then you would have a 4-
lane freeway ready for trucks and cars to travel west from I-65 to I-55.  
Another serious concern is the division of farmers’ fields by all of these overpasses and the possible 
water runoff from all the bridges and asphalt could contaminate our rich and fertile farmland. Improper 
drainage of fields into our creeks and lakes could seriously affect our water supplies and it is a well-
known fact that water in the town of Lowell is already a concern, since we are not included in the basin of 
Lake Michigan.  If our wells and the town of Lowell's well should become affected by this toll road, we 
would have no other source to turn to for our water supply. 
The quality of our air would no longer be fresh since diesel fumes are not a healthy air 
to breathe.  Residents of our community would also have to deal with the constant noise of big semi-
trucks traveling day and night up and down the highway.  IDOT thinks their fence will eliminate the noise 
problem, but the fence will in fact only magnify the noise. 
What will happen to all the wildlife that is so abundant in our community today? They will have nowhere to 
go once this toll way takes over the fields and woodlands where they are abiding today. 
Thank you for allowing me to express my concerns in opposing the Illiana. 
Please vote NO BUILD 
Shirley J. Hedrick 
16916 Holtz Road 
Lowell, IN 46356 
Phone: 219-696-7928 

 
 
Comment@nirpc.org 
10/11/2013 
It looks like from what I hear and read that CMAP finally figured out that Illinois not only cannot afford and 
does not need a bi-state toll road. I hope that NIRPC realizes INDIANA needs to put their efforts and 
money in to much more needed infrastructure and road repair in our region of northwest INDIANA. That 
being said, heaven forbid that NIRPC goes along with a bi-state toll-road. I wonder if anyone has thought 
about weight stations on this bi-state toll-road. I-65 has one on the west side of I-65 for vehicles going 
south bound but there is not one for north bound vehicles. So I guess my question is how both states will 
monitor heavy truck traffic. Also consider all the wet land and farm land that will be destroyed. Think 
about all of the pollution that will be generated. Thanks for allowing my input. 
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D. FRANK HEDRICK 
16916 HOLTZ, RD. LOWELL, IN. 46356. (219-696-
7928)                                                                               

 
Comment@nirpc.org 
10/12/2013 
This project will NOT help Indiana and will be a big financial risk to ALL Indiana Taxpayers. 

 I have been on the State Election Board Campaign Finance website and find that Reith and 

Riley, Walsh & Kelley and some other individuals that potentially could get big contracts and 

land deals if the project goes in have been making big campaign contributions to Ed Soliday 

and Senator Charbonneau. Mike Pence campaign contributors are also suspect.   These two 

were AGAINST this project when it was supposed to go all the way to La Porte.  So why are 

they supporting it now?    

Illinois is so far in debt, how can they even think of putting up their part of the money to 

get this finished.  Indiana taxpayers will be on the hook.  Use your common sense.  Federal 

Funding will be drying up when no one wants to buy US Bonds anymore.  You are making a 

big mistake if you vote to have this go in.  I think all the votes for it should be held 

PERSONALLY LIABLE financially when it becomes a liability. 

Lorraine M. Bank 
Witchwater, Inc. 
2005 E. 173rd Avenue 
Lowell, IN 46356 
219-730-4210 
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