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NIRPC to Seek Public Comment on Watershed Management Plan 

 
The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) will have a thirty day public comment 
period on the Deep River-Portage Burns Waterway Watershed Management Plan. The comment period 
will begin on March 3, 2016 and end April 1, 2016.  
 
In 2014, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) was awarded a grant from 
IDEM to facilitate the development of a watershed management plan for Deep River-Portage Burns 
Waterway. NIRPC kicked off the project with two public input sessions to identify water quality and 
aquatic habitats concerns to guide the plan’s development. Stakeholder meetings were held generally 
on a quarterly basis during the development of the plan to provide progress updates and to continue to 
gathering input. The Deep River-Portage Burns Waterway Watershed drains 180 square miles of mixed 
land use in north central Lake and Porter Counties to Lake Michigan through the Burns Waterway. 
Approximately 233 miles of stream within the watershed are considered impaired by the Indiana 
Department of Environmental Management (IDEM). The most common impairments are for elevated 
pathogen levels, as indicated by E. coli, and impaired biotic communities. 
  
The primary purpose of a watershed management plan is to guide watershed coordinators, resource 
managers, policy makers, and community organizations to restore and protect the quality of lakes, 
rivers, streams, and wetlands in a given watershed. The plan is intended to be a practical tool with 
specific recommendations on practices to improve and sustain water quality. These are also “living 
documents”, meaning that as conditions change over time in a watershed, the plan must be reexamined 
and revised to reflect goals that have been achieved or not met. 
  
A draft of the plan is available for download and review at www.nirpc.org. Comments may be submitted 
by email to comments@nirpc.org, by phone at 219-763-6060 ext. 160, or by mail to 6100 Southport 
Road, Portage, IN 46368. Requests for alternative formats may be directed to Meredith Stilwell, 219-
763-6060, ext. 138, or mstilwell@nirpc.org. TTY users may contact her by calling Relay Indiana at 711. 
 
NIRPC is the Metropolitan Planning Organization and regional council of local governments for the three 
counties of Northwest Indiana.  NIRPC provides the forum for local elected officials, regional, leadership, 
and citizens to address regional issues relating to transportation, the environment and community and 
economic development.  NIRPC seeks to develop consensus solutions with the broadest participation. 
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