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CHAPTER 1 
Introduction 
 
The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) is the regional council 
of governments (COG) for Lake, Porter and La Porte Counties in northwestern Indiana.   
NIRPC was created by state statute in 1966.  Originally called the Lake-Porter County Re-
gional Transportation and Planning Commission, it was defined as a multi-purpose, area-

wide planning agency for the two coun-
ties.  In 1979, by an amendment to the 
original state statute, the name was 
changed to NIRPC and La Porte 
County was added. 
 
In 1975 the Governor of Indiana desig-
nated NIRPC as the Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (MPO) for the three - 
county region.  The agency conducts 
the continuing, cooperative and com-
prehensive transportation planning 
process required of all MPOs.  This 
planning is carried out in accordance 
with the federal transportation planning 
requirements of the Safe, Accountable, 

Flexible and Efficient Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA – LU), 
the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and their 
predecessor acts.  NIRPC’s metropolitan area transportation planning process is reviewed 
every three years by the United States Department of Transportation (US DOT). 
 
In 2003 major changes were made to NIRPC’s functions and appointing authorities in a 
law passed by the Indiana General Assembly and signed by the Governor.  The new legis-
lation redefined NIRPC as a council of governments and specifies regional planning re-
sponsibilities in the areas of economic development, environmental resources, and trans-
portation. 
 
Re-organizing as a council of governments increased the size of the Commission’s gov-
erning board from 39 to 51.  The new seats were added to include representation from all 
41cities and towns in the three-county region.  The legislation also specified that only 
elected officials could be appointed to serve on the Commission.  The Indiana Department 
of Transportation (INDOT) and public transit operators continue to participate on the Com-
mission as non-voting members.   
 
The business of the agency is conducted through the Commission’s policy advisory com-
mittees in each of the three planning domains, plus a Finance and Personnel Policy   
Committee.  Many of the agency’s planning activities are conducted through task forces or 
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working groups which report to the appropriate policy advisory committee.  Participation 
on these task forces and working groups is open to the general public.  Information on cur-
rent planning initiatives and opportunities for participation may be found on the NIRPC 
website at http://www.nirpc.org. 
   
As a result of its planning initiatives, NIRPC develops a wide variety of plans and pro-
grams.  Recent examples include the: 
   

Connections 2030 Regional Transportation Plan; 
  Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
  Watershed Management Plan; 
  Public Participation Plan; 
  Ped & Pedal Plan; and 
  Intelligent Transportation Systems Regional Architecture Plan. 
 
NIRPC also provides staff support to the Little Calumet River Development Commission, 
the Kankakee River Basin Commission, the Lake Michigan Marina Development Commis-
sion, and the Lake Michigan Shoreline Development Commission.   
 
NIRPC welcomes and encourages public participation in the planning activities of the 
agency.  The Public Participation Plan presents the agency’s goals and objectives for  
public participation, and describes the various processes used to solicit, notify, involve and 
respond to the region’s residents over the course of the transportation planning process. 
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CHAPTER 2 
MPO Public Participation Requirements 
 
As the designated metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for northwest Indiana, 
NIRPC is responsible for carrying out the transportation planning public participation regu-
lations contained in 23 CFR 450.316 and published on February 14, 2007.   The federal 
regulations call for a participatory process “for providing citizens, affected public agencies, 
representatives of public transportation employees, freight shippers, providers of freight 
transportation services, private providers of transportation, representatives of users of 
public transit, representatives of users of pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation 
facilities, representatives of the disabled, and other interested parties with reasonable op-
portunities to be involved in the metropolitan transportation planning process.” (23 CFR 
450.316(a))   
 
How NIRPC implements the transportation planning process is shown on the graph below.  

The first step in the process is the formation of a task force or steering committee.  The 
role of the task force or working group is to develop a plan, usually beginning with goals  
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 and objectives.  Volunteer members are solicited from the transportation stakeholders     
contact list as well as from the general public.  Members may also be appointed by the 
NIRPC Chairman.   
 
Specifics on the length of required public review and comment periods required for the 
transportation planning documents are contained in the following chart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments received during the formal comment period are reviewed by staff and the appli-
cable task force/steering committee.  Comments are defined as significant comments if 
they: 
 1.  specifically request a substantive change or addition to the draft document; 
 2.  propose major MPO policy revisions and/additions; and/or 
 3.  contain major new projects not previously subjected to  public review and 
                Comment 
 
Working with a task force or steering committee, staff prepares a recommendation on 
whether to change the draft document.   If the task force concurs that a significant change 
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should be made, the document is amended and the revised draft is submitted for another 
30-day public review and comment period (except for the Public Participation Plan, which 
requires another 45-day comment period.) 
 
Coordination with Statewide Transportation Planning 
 
In addition to fostering participation with the general public and specific stakeholders, the 
MPO planning regulations also call for MPO coordination with the statewide transportation 
planning public participation and consultation processes described in 23 CFR 450.316 
Subpart B. 
 
Coordination with the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) takes place in two 
distinct ways: 
1.  INDOT representatives participate monthly in the NIRPC Transportation Policy      
Committee (TPC) meetings where issues or problems may be first identified.  Having IN-
DOT, as well as USEPA, FTA, and The Chicago Metro Area Planning (CMAP) as mem-
bers of the TPC serves as an on-going opportunity for bi-state, federal, state and local offi-
cials to coordinate and cooperate. 
2. For public review and comment on state transportation plans, NIRPC works coopera-

tively with INDOT in advertising INDOT’s annual public planning meetings, normally 
held at the INDOT district offices throughout the state.   Prior to these meetings, IN-
DOT district staffs meet with MPO staffs to review projects proposed in the applicable 
district for potential issues or problems.  Issues are resolved informally if possible.   If 
not, the MPO submits formal written comments when the annual meeting takes place.  
The INDOT process provides for responses to comments within thirty days.    

 
Special Participants in the MPO Planning Process 
The MPO planning regulations call for direct participation of the local public transit opera-
tors, paratransit providers, and “other agencies and officials responsible for other planning 
activities within the planning area that are affected by transportation” in the development 
of long range plans and the TIP.  For public and paratransit operators this requirement is 
met first with the “Transit Operators Roundtable” , a group which NIRPC convenes.  It pro-
vides transit operators with direct access to the planning and programming processes and 
serves as a valuable “sounding board” for new or revised MPO policies or procedures.   
To further strengthen the ties between the MPO and transit operators NIRPC membership 
was altered to provide for a representative selected by the transit operators to sit on the 
NIRPC Board.   Public, private and paratransit providers are also routinely included as 
stakeholders in transportation planning task forces and steering committees. 
 
Representatives of “other related agencies and officials”, including human services, mu-
nicipal and county planners and highway officials, private and public sector economic de-
velopment officials, environmental interests, airport operations,  and freight interests are 
members of the MPO transportation policy committee.  They, along with INDOT, the tran-
sit operators, and representatives of the disability community, the elderly, low-income and 
transit users, constitute the core group of stakeholders in the transportation planning proc-
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ess.   This core group is the main source of volunteers for working groups, steering com-
mittees and task forces formed as needed to support a specific planning activity, such as 
the long range plan. 
 
The last category of special participants is Federal Lands recipients. In northwest Indiana 
this includes the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.   The National Park Service main-
tains a consistent presence in the transportation planning process by having representa-
tion on the MPO policy advisory committee and serving on related task forces and working 
groups.  There are no Indian Tribal lands or National Forests in northwest Indiana. 
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CHAPTER 3 
Goals and Objectives 
 
As NIRPC expanded from a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) concentrating on 
transportation issues to a regional council of governments (COG) with planning responsi-
bilities across three broad planning domains, its vision for public participation also ex-
panded.  To develop this vision into a plan, in early 2005 the NIRPC Chairman appointed 
a Public Involvement Task Force which included representatives of public transit opera-
tors, minority organizations, the elderly, municipal government, environmentalists, and 
other transportation stakeholders.    
 
The Public Involvement Plan (PIP) developed by the Task Force articulates goals and ob-
jectives which will be incorporated in all NIRPC programs and which will integrate the 
agency’s commitment to broad-based citizen participation in all major regional planning 
activities.  To ensure continuous and effective public involvement, it includes a public in-
volvement process evaluation for every major planning initiative of the organization.  In 
addition, to ensure the continued relevance of the Plan to NIRPC operations, the Public 
Involvement Plan will be reviewed and modified, as needed, every three years. 
 
 
Public Involvement Mission Statement 
The NIRPC Public Involvement Mission is to reach out to all citizens of Lake, Porter and 
LaPorte Counties in order to engage in meaningful dialogue about the region’s present 
and future transportation, economic and environmental planning needs.  
 
 
Purpose of the Public Involvement Plan 
This Public Involvement Plan (PIP) outlines goals and objectives for public participation in 
the Commission’s transportation, economic development and environmental plans and 
programs.  It identifies public involvement activities that NIRPC will draw from to achieve 
the Plan’s goals.   
 
 
Public Involvement Goals and Objectives 
Goal 1:  To develop strategic marketing plans which assure outreach to all the public, with 
specific attention but not limited to, individuals and groups who have been traditionally un-
derserved and underrepresented in the regional planning process 
 
 Objective 1.1 Increase the participation of individuals in the regional   
  planning process with specific attention to minorities,     
  low - income persons, people with disabilities, youth,     
  elderly, and the non-English speaking community  
 Objective 1.2 Build a communications network with organizations    
  within the region  
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Goal 2: To create a public involvement environment that is welcoming, open, accessible, 
easily understood, participatory, and inclusive  
 
 Objective 2.1 Interact with the public in a manner that demonstrates active   
  listening, mutual respect, understanding, acceptance, and    
  responsiveness 
 Objective 2.2 Build consensus and trust 
 Objective 2.3 Communicate in alternative and/or bilingual formats as   
  necessary to facilitate full participation of all citizens 
 
Goal 3: To foster a continuous dialogue with the public 
 
 Objective 3.1 Develop relationships with the public using appropriate   
  communications techniques 
  
Goal 4:  To assure public participation that meaningfully informs decision makers 

 
Objective 4.1 Provide detailed and objective information that clearly    
 defines the issue at hand  
Objective 4.2 Provide timely information and opportunities for public   
 dialogue in advance of key decision points 
Objective 4.3 Provide feed back to the public on how their input was   
 used by decision makers. 
 

 
Goal 5: To continuously evaluate the public involvement process 
 
 Objective 5.1 Provide a means for citizens’ feedback on public    
  involvement process 
 Objective 5.2 Establish performance measures 
 Objective 5.3 Evaluate actual performance in a timely manner and    
  take corrective action as needed 
 Objective 5.4 Communicate results of process evaluation to participants   
  and decision – makers to demonstrate accountability. 
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CHAPTER 4 
Public Involvement Techniques 
 
This section contains descriptions of public involvement tools, many of which are currently 
used by NIRPC.  The ones not currently used will be added as staff and financial re-
sources are identified.  They are grouped in categories.  Included with each description is 
a list of planning activities associated with each tool. 
 
Electronic Media 
NIRPC Web Site 
Description:  The web site contains a great deal of information 
about NIRPC, including the major planning activities underway at 
any given time.   Major agency work products are available for 
downloading, including Connections 2030, the current long range 
transportation plan, the Ped and Pedal Plan, the agency’s work 
program, and extensive demographics data.  The web site pro-
vides numerous links to related local, state and federal sites.  A 
two-month calendar of meetings and events is also available.  The 
“What’s New?” list calls attention to new material and highlights any open public comment 
periods.    
 
Activities:  The site is used as an informational/educational tool as well as to advertise op-
portunities for public involvement. 
 
Newsletters 

Description:  Newsletters are produced both on an on-going basis and for 
special projects or planning activities.  The agency newsletter, NIRPC 
Newsletter, is circulated electronically once a month.   Project specific news-
letters include the Watershed Management newsletter and the Connections 
2030 newsletter.  Agency newsletters are also circulated in printed formats. 
 
Activities:   Newsletters are used to inform and educate the public about 

NIRPC and major planning projects. 
 
Press Releases 
Description:  Formal press releases are e-mailed to local media including newspapers, ra-
dio stations and local cable and public TV.  They are used to announce upcoming special 
events and to provide information on specific issues coming before the Commission. 
 
Activities:  Special activities such as federal planning certification review, major plan adop-
tion, and announcements of opportunities for public involvement. 
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Surveys 
Description:  E-surveys are used when very specific input from the public is desired.  A 
survey can be used in place of comment cards to ask questions such as whether a person 
supports a specific alignment in a corridor study or about daily travel patterns.  Surveys 
are also used to gather technical data during corridor and planning studies.   
 
Activities:  Origin-destination studies, corridor studies, public transit route analysis, and 
other planning studies. 
 
Print Media 
Legal Advertisements 
Description:  NIRPC uses legal notices to announce pending major actions and, in certain 
required cases, public hearings.  Legal notices are also used to advertise requests for pro-
posals or qualifications, or bids.  Major actions may include a proposed new plan or plan 
update, or a new Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  If applicable, legal notices 
contain information about opportunities for public review and comment. 
 
Activities:  Advertising proposed major plan actions, MPO formal hearings, or other special 
activity. 
 
Newsletters 
Description:  Newsletters are circulated in both electronic and print for-
mats.  They are produced both on an on-going basis and for special pro-
jects or planning activities.  The agency newsletter “NIRPC Newsletter” 
is circulated electronically once a month.   Project specific newsletters 
include the Watershed Management newsletter, which is published quar-
terly.    
 
Activities:  Newsletters are used to inform and educate the public about 
NIRPC and its major planning projects. 
 
 
 
Direct Mailings 

Description:  Direct mailings are used routinely for meeting 
notices.  Letters or fliers may also be used to announce spe-
cial meetings such as public meetings on the State long range 
plans or on highway projects that will have a major impact on 
the region. 
 
Activities:  Meeting notices, notices of public comment oppor-

tunities, open houses, and other major activities. 
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Display Ads/Announcements/Flyers 
Description:  Display ads, announcements and flyers are used to promote meetings and 
activities that are not regularly scheduled, such as open houses.  They are published in 
local newspapers and/or posted at meeting sites such as libraries and municipal offices. 
 
Activities:  These are used to announce, advertise and inform the public of project or plan 
specific meetings, workshops, open houses or formal public hearings. 
 
Fact Sheets/General Information Documents 
Description:  Fact sheets and general information documents are brief statements of facts 
or brief descriptions about a program or project that are meant to provide information to 
the public.  They are circulated both electronically and by mail. 
 
Activities:  These items may provide background information on an upcoming planning 
project or activity, or be used as general educational material. 

 
Public Opinion Surveys 
Description:  Surveys are used when very specific input from the public 
is desired.  A survey can be used in place of comment cards to ask 
very specific questions such as whether a person supports one transit 
route over another.  Surveys are also used to gather technical data 
during corridor and planning studies.  Surveys may be placed on the 
web site, distributed at meetings or special activities, or mailed. 

 
Activities: Surveys may be used for origin-destination studies, public transit planning, and 
other planning activities. 
 
Comment Forms 
Description:  Comment forms are used to provide the public with another method to ex-
press their opinions on plans or projects.  They are made available at open houses, formal 
public hearings, and on the web site, or they may be included in  newsletters.    
 
Activities:   Comments cards are typically used at public workshops, open houses, public 
hearings and other meetings. 
 
Meetings 
Open Houses 
Description:  These are public meetings that are open and informal, with project team 
members interacting with the public on a one-on-one basis.  Short presentations may be 
given at these meetings.  The open houses are intended to provide information and solicit 
public comment on a proposed plan or activity in the early stages of its development 
  
Activities:  Open houses Plan development, public review, and public education.  
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Small Group Meetings 
Description:  Targeted meetings held with a specific group of stakeholders, such as mu-
nicipal and county planners, economic development specialists, youth groups, or 
neighborhood organizations.   
 
Activities:  Early plan development or preliminary study coordina-
tion. 
 
Public Hearings 
Description:  Legally advertised meetings in which a structured, 
formal procedure is used to take public comment.  The proceed-
ings are recorded and transcribed for the record. 
 
Activities:  Federally required hearings on certain public transit activities and voluntary 
hearings when a formal record of public comment is desired. 
 
Task Forces/Working Groups 
Description:  These special committees are created to address a particular subject or ac-
tivity.  They have a definite starting and ending point.  Members are recruited or solicited 
from specific or general groups, depending on the task force assignment.  Membership on 
a task force or working group is always open to the public.   
 
Activities:  Plan development, small-area studies, and other planning studies. 
 
NOTE:  All public meetings and hearings will be held in places accessible to persons with 
disabilities. 
 
Other Techniques 
24-Hour Meeting Schedule Information Number 
Description:  A dedicated telephone line that has an outgoing message about upcoming 
meetings. The message may also include information about open public comment peri-
ods, if any. 
 
Activities:  Meeting schedules, current public participation opportunities including open 
comment periods. 
 
Telephone Voice Mail Box 
Description:  A voice mail box that would be available to the public to leave their com-
ments on a pending plan or action. 
 
Activities:  Plan development or public review comment period 
 
Go-To Teams 
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Description:  Go-to-teams are volunteers and/or staff who are available to respond to a 
community or organization’s request for more information on a specific project, plan or 
process.    
 
Activities:  Plan development, public education, “hot spot” issue discussion   
 
Alternate Formats 
Description:  Alternate formats are used to facilitate participation by all citizens.  Examples 
include large print documents, compact disk (cd), bi-lingual documents, or signers at pub-
lic meetings or hearings. 
 
Activities:  Documents in alternate formats are made available upon request. 
 
Youth Outreach and Inclusion  
Description:  These are special activities geared towards educating and involving young 
people in the regional planning process. 
 
Activities:  County fairs, high school curriculum projects, interactive technology and promo-
tional items such as Frisbees which are geared towards informing and involving youth.  
 
Glossaries of Terms in NIRPC Documents 
Description:  All NIRPC reports, plans and documents should include a glossary of terms 
and acronyms to facilitate the public understands of the regional planning process. 
 
Activities:  List of terms and acronyms in plans, reports, and studies that are printed for 
general distribution. 
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CHAPTER 5 
Public Involvement Plan Project Evaluation Standards 
 
 
NIRPC is committed to regular evaluation of the effective application of the Public Involve-
ment Plan.  Continuous evaluation provides the information needed to discontinue ineffec-
tive activities and/or to add new techniques which would be more effective in public out-
reach and education. 
 
Evaluation Standards 
  
Plan or Project Being Evaluated:____________________________________ 
Date of Evaluation:______________________________________________  
Evaluator:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Internal Activities:  Evaluate PIP   (Goal 5) 

Were performance measures responsive to the Plan’s Goals and 
Objectives used and followed in the evaluation? 

Was citizen feedback actively solicited throughout the project and/
or planning period?  Was it used in the evaluation? 

How were the evaluation results used?   What corrective actions 
were recommended?  What corrective actions were taken? 

As a result of the PIP incorporation into the plan/project, did stake-
holder communications and participation improve?  How? 

Were citizen comments/complaints regarding either the proposed 
plan contents or public involvement process responded to in a 
timely manner? 

 
Participatory Activities:  Evaluate Outreach (Goals 1&2) 

What type(s) of outreach activities were used? 
How many people participated in project/plan related public meet-

ings, or forums, open houses, or workshops? 
How many of those participants were from traditionally underrepre-

sented populations? 
Throughout the project, how many new organizations were added 

to the communications network? 
Were participant surveys used at the end of presentations?  Did 

the surveys allow NIRPC to evaluate, both quantitatively and 
qualitatively, its communications and interactions with the pub-
lic?  

Were alternate and/or multiple communications techniques or lan-
guages needed?  Did NIRPC adequately respond to these 
needs? 
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Did citizen feedback document goal attainment in “creating a pub-
lic involvement environment that is welcoming, open, accessi-
ble, participatory and inclusive”?   

 
Information Exchanges:  Evaluate Continuity, Timeliness, Quantity and Quality of 
Public Dialogue and Impact on Public Policy Decision Making  (Goals 3&4) 

How far in advance of key decision-making points did NIRPC seek 
public input and disseminate information? 

How was public input incorporated into the decision-making proc-
ess?  Is there evidence of the degree to which public input in-
fluenced the process and changed the product? 

How were citizens informed of the results of the public involvement 
process?  
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APPENDIX 
 
GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
 
Following is a list of terms and abbreviations commonly used in regional planning and 
MPO documents, including the Public Involvement Plan. 
 
Comprehensive Planning 
 A planning process that addresses land use, transportation, utilities, education, rec-
reation, health, housing, annexation, and economic development.  It is also known as a 
master plan. 
 
Contiguous Area 
 Land area immediately adjacent to and influenced by a defined planning area. 
 
Coordination 
 The comparison of the transportation plans, programs, and schedules of  one 
agency with related plans, programs and schedules of other agencies or entities and the 
adjustment of plans, programs and schedules to achieve  general consistency. 
 
Cooperation 
 The interaction of parties involved in carrying out the planning and/or project devel-
opment process to achieve a common goal or objective. 
 
Council of Governments 
 A cooperative association of local governments that addresses regional issues. 
 
Environmental Justice 
 Environmental justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people 
regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development, im-
plementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.  It will be 
achieved when everyone enjoys the same degree of protection from environmental and 
health hazards and equal access to the decision-making process to have a healthy envi-
ronment in which to live, learn, and work. 
 
FHWA 
 The Federal Highway Administration 
 
FTA 
 The Federal Transit Administration 
 
IDEM 
 The Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
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INDOT 
 The Indiana Department of Transportation 
 
Meaningful Dialogue 
 An exchange of ideas or opinions meant to help shape public policy or form con-
sensus  
 
Metropolitan Planning Organization  (MPO) 
 The organization designated by the Governor to be responsible for  developing 
transportation plans and programs for urbanized areas of 50,000 or more.  It is the forum 
for cooperative transportation decision  making.  NIRPC was designated the MPO for 
Lake and Porter Counties in 1975.  LaPorte County joined NIRPC in 1979 and was added 
to the  Metropolitan Area Boundary in 1994. 
 
Metropolitan Area Boundary 
 At a minimum, the existing urban area, non-attainment area and contiguous area 
expected to become urban in the next 20 years.  The  metropolitan area boundary for 
northwest Indiana includes the entire Counties of Lake, Porter And LaPorte and defines 
the area within which NIRPC conducts the transportation planning process. 
 
Non-attainment Area 
 Geographic areas designated by the USEPA for failure to meet the national ambi-
ent air quality standards defined in the Clean Air Act, as amended. 
 
Paratransit 
 Public transit services available to the elderly and disability communities. 
 
Public Hearing 
 A public hearing is a formal meeting at which the agency receives public  com-
ments or testimony on a particular proposed action.  A transcript of the testimony received 
at a public hearing is prepared.  Comments are responded to in writing after the meeting 
and are made part of the hearing’s permanent record. 
 
Public Involvement or Public Participation 
 Actively engaging citizens in regional public policy formation.  
 
Public Meeting 
 An open forum in which all are welcome.   
 
Regional Planning 
 Public sector activities encompassing economic, social, environmental and physical 
elements to develop and implement appropriate public policy in an area covering more 
that one jurisdiction. 
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Social Equity 
 The overall fairness of a society in its divisions of rewards and burdens. 
 
SAFETEA-LU 
 The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act –  a Leg-
acy for Users.  A federal transportation bill that was passed in 2005. 
 
Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act 
 A Federal law providing that no person, irrespective of race, color, or national ori-
gin, shall be excluded from participating in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance. 
 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
  A staged, multi-year multi-modal program of transportation projects in the  MPO 
planning area which is consistent with the metropolitan transportation plan.  
 
Transportation Plan (Long and short term) 
 A plan that identifies facilities that should function as an integrated metropolitan 
transportation system.  It gives emphasis to those facilities that serve important national 
and regional transportation functions, and includes a financial plan that demonstrates how 
the plan can be implemented.  A metropolitan area transportation plan must have at least 
a 20 – year planning horizon. 
 
Urbanized Area 
 A geographic area with a population of at least 50,000.  The urbanized area of 
Northwest Indiana as defined by the federal Census is approximately the northern half of 
Lake County, the northern third of Porter County, and a section of La Porte County which 
includes the cities of Michigan City and La Porte.  
 
USEPA 
 The United States Environmental Protection Agency 
 
USDOT 
 The United States Department of Transportation 
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RESOLUTION 05-28 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHWESTERN INDIANA REGIONAL PLANNING COM-
MISSION TO ADOPT THE PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLAN  

 
 
WHEREAS, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission is the designated 
Council of Governments and the Metropolitan Planning Organization for Lake, Porter and 
LaPorte Counties; and 
 
WHEREAS, NIRPC has adopted a Vision and Strategic Directions for 2005-2008 that in-
cludes the strategy to create opportunities for people of diverse backgrounds to meet, dia-
logue, and work together in order to widen the circle of involvement; and 
 
WHEREAS, NIRPC created the Public Involvement Task Force in order to produce a new 
public involvement plan that reflects NIRPC’s commitment to engage citizens in the re-
gional decision-making processes affecting its three planning domains of transportation, 
economic development and the environment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Public Involvement Plan meets the U. S. Department of Transportation’s 
rules and regulations for Metropolitan Planning Organizations; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning 
Commission hereby adopts the Public Involvement Plan of the Northwestern Indiana Re-
gional Planning Commission. 
 
Duly adopted by the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission the 20th day of 
October, 2005. 
 
                                   _______________________________  
       David F. Shafer, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
                         Dan Klein, Secretary 
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RESOLUTION 07-16 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHWESTERN INDIANA REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

TO ADOPT AN AMENDMENT TO THE 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN  

 
WHEREAS, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission is the designated Council of 
Governments and the Metropolitan Planning Organization for Lake, Porter and La Porte Counties; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, NIRPC has adopted a Vision and Strategic Directions for 2005-2008 that includes the 
strategy to create opportunities for people of diverse backgrounds to meet, dialogue, and work to-
gether in order to widen the circle of involvement; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2005 NIRPC created the Public Involvement Task Force in order to produce a new 
public participation plan that reflects NIRPC’s commitment to engage citizens in the regional deci-
sion-making processes affecting its three planning domains of transportation, economic develop-
ment and the environment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the draft plan was made available to the public to review and make comments on for 
a 45-day public comment period; and   
 
WHEREAS, the Commission did adopt the recommended Public Involvement Plan on October 20, 
2005 at the conclusion of the public review period; and  
 
WHEREAS, compliance with SAFETEA – LU required minor revisions, including a name change 
to the Public Participation Plan; and  
 
WHEREAS, after another comment period public comments were reviewed resulting in further mi-
nor revisions to the draft plan;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Com-
mission hereby adopts the revised Public Participation Plan of the Northwestern Indiana Regional 
Planning Commission. 
 
Duly adopted by the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission the 20th day of Septem-
ber, 2007. 
 
 
 
                                   _______________________________   
      Leigh Morris, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
                         Jerry Cooley, Secretary 


