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The Indiana Department of Transportation proposed amendments to add the proposed Illiana
Expressway from the Indiana/Illinois State Line to I‐65 and the expansion of I‐65 from US 30 south to US
231 to the following documents:




2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP)
2014‐2017 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
Air Quality Conformity Analysis, a new version which includes the proposed projects

These three items were subject to a formal 30‐day public comment period which commenced on
October 14, 2013 and ended on November 20, 2013. During the public comment period, NIRPC hosted
four public meetings to gather comments. The meeting schedule was:





November 2, 2013: John W. Anderson Library, Indiana University Northwest, Gary, Indiana
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
November 5, 2013: Lowell Middle School, Lowell, Indiana
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
November 13, 2013: NIRPC Office, Portage, Indiana
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
November 19, 2013: Michigan City City Hall, Michigan City, Indiana
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The comments received at these meetings have been compiled into the following report, along with
comments received on NIRPC’s telephone comment line at (219) 763‐6060, ext. 160, via email, and via
the United States Postal Service. This report is also being provided to the Indiana Department of
Transportation, who is the project sponsor. During the formal public comment period, NIRPC received
about 720 comments through the aforementioned means.

Since 2012, NIRPC has received several petitions relating to the proposed Illiana Expressway. The
following is a summary of those received.
The following online petition originated from https://sites.google.com/site/noilliana4us/. It was
submitted with 240 signatures.
We the undersigned do hereby certify that we are registered voters in the states of Illinois and or
Indiana. As such voters we do hereby protest the construction of the proposed Illiana Expressway with
possible P3 partnerships to make the road a toll road and are proponents of the 'No Build’ option of the
Illiana Corridor project. We support the ‘No Build’ alternative to this project for the following reasons:
• The manner in which this project has been fast tracked has resulted in not giving appropriate time &
Environmental Justice(meaning to treat people groups equally on Environmental Protection Issues) to
fully study the TRUE impact of multiple facets to be explored as well as not thoroughly studying ALL
viable alternatives thus supporting the No Build alternative.
• We feel that the current poor condition of multiple State roads & highways must be taken into
account & that these road & highways should take priority in bringing them up to proper safe driving
condition so as not to contribute to traffic congestion & problems.
• To alleviate congestion we support repairing state roads Monee‐Manhattan Rd., Rt.52, Peotone‐
Wilmington Rd., Rt. 45 & Rt.50, adding turn lanes if needed to better facilitate traffic between I‐55 & I‐
57. Also take into consideration the interchange already under construction at I‐57 at Stuenkel Rd. will
help congestion at Monee‐Manhattan & I‐57 area. Traffic can then travel south on I‐57 to Rt.17 (which
is already a divided 4 lane east of I‐57 to Rt.1) to head east towards I‐65. At Rt. 1 continue east with a
much smaller and more affordable alternative is to design and construct a road south of Momence to
meet up and connect with IN State Road 10, which would need to be widened to a 4 lane from the
Stateline to I‐65. Also include the improving & widening US20 & US12 through Northwest Indiana. By
facilitating these suggestions we fully believe this would result in a much better fiscally responsible
solution to traffic concerns in these areas.
• The preservation of thousands of acres of productive farmland that would be destroyed by the
Illiana project. Along with affecting over 323 Ag parcels with over 346 Ag families affected as well as
over 386 total parcels affected including homes, farms, business' & land.
• Mainly an Illinois issue, until IL can be fiscally responsible with taxpayer monies & pay its past &
current bills as well as repair the State infrastructure already in place not one penny should be wasted
on politically motivated projects such as the Illiana. Since Illiana has stated as a meeting with
municipalities that the Illiana project is directly tied to IDOT's Peotone Airport project. Taxpayer money
MUST stop being wasted on these 2 white elephant projects.
• We further feel that the Illiana would create horrendous financial burdens on townships & counties
due to the removal of the land from tax roles, on fire protection districts due to having to service the
Illiana as well as creating increased response times for fire/ambulance/police due to road closures thus
creating a health & safety issue, & on school districts due to increased bus times & decreased tax dollars
which are already severely distressed due to major federal/state funding cuts.

The following petition was submitted with 898 signatures between both Indiana and Illinois residents.
We, the undersigned, support a “NO BUILD,” for the proposed ILLIANA Corridor linking I65 and I55. The
main argument for building this corridor is to streamline East/West truck traffic flow to current and
proposed Illinois facilities, and to the proposed Peotone airport. Indiana has little to gain from the

ILLIANA, and many issues: finance‐related, ownership‐related, environmental‐related, and study‐related
need to be determined and made public before projecting any further plans regarding the ILLIANA.
This road will ruin the lives of thousands of people who have invested in homes and property within
several miles in any of the corridor’s paths. Statistically these roadways decrease property values,
increase taxes, and bring noise, air, and light pollution to the area. Farmland, natural areas, and wildlife
habitat will be paved over and lost.
Please help the taxpayers stand up for the right to live their lives as the rest of us, in the homes and
properties that they invested their lives in.

The following petition was submitted with 289 signatures.
At Issue‐Illiana Corridor Expressway Construction
The hereafter listed homeowners and business owners are ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE Illiana Corridor. We unanimously agree that the construction of a corridor
would adversely affect our area.
NO CONSTRUCTION OF THE ILLIANA CORRIDOR

The following petition was submitted with 439 signatures.
I support the proposed Illiana Expressway. The Illiana will create jobs, attract new economic
development, and enhance freight mobility throughout our region.
The 9,000 construction jobs and 28,000 long‐term jobs that this project will bring will aid Indiana's
stagnant unemployment rate. The traffic on this new corridor will draw consumers into existing
communities, creating new opportunities for commercial and industrial growth.
This highway will also provide a more efficient route for the movement of freight from Will County's
intermodal yards to the Gary Airport and the Port of Indiana.
In addition to creating new employment, this new highway will protect one of our most important
existing economic engines ‐‐ the freight industry. This is one of the only industries showing employment
growth, and it is all dependent upon users being able to move goods quickly into, out of, and within the
region.
The Borman Expressway is among the worst freight bottlenecks in the United States, and our regional
system needs to grow along with demand in order for our region to maintain its status as the Crossroads
of the United States. When rail bottlenecks slowed traffic, routes moved to Memphis and Columbus,
taking jobs with them. We are in a position to stop this threat, and I ask you to do just that.
Please include the Illiana Expressway in NIRPC's long‐term plan.

The following petition was submitted with 146 signatures.
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
To: Planning Commission,
Please do not add the Illiana Tollroad to the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan. The road is inconsistent
with the plan's core principles to invest in existing communities and modernize our current
transportation and infrastructure assets. With road costs projected to be over a billion dollars, the Illiana
Tollroad would siphon off funds for projects already in the plan which do fit the plan's principles.
Located outside the existing urbanized area, it would foster sprawl rather than support existing
communities.
The Illiana is an example of an unsustainable project for the following
reasons:
‐ INDOT hasn't shown how tolls could generate enough revenue to cover the $1 billion plus cost of the
road.
‐ Cost estimates for the road are much lower than other similar major capital projects across the nation.
‐ If the remotely‐located Illiana tollroad does not generate needed tolls, the public will likely need to bail
out the project.
‐ There are better investments for our limited transportation dollars than this speculative project.
‐ The Illiana tollroad will diminish the habitat value along the border of the Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie, a globally significant natural wonder, and will degrade the high quality waters of the Kankakee
River.
‐ The Illiana will pave over rich productive agricultural land and farms that have been owned by families
for generations.
The Northwest Indiana region cannot afford this expensive project that is inconsistent with the
principles of the 2040 Plan.
Continue to protect NIRPC's responsible and sustainable vision for the region, do not add the Illiana
Tollway to the 2014‐2017 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and NIRPC's 2040 Comprehensive
Regional Plan (CRP).

The following petition was submitted with 484 signatures.
We the undersigned do hereby certify that we are registered voters in the states of Illinois and/or
Indiana, and as such voters, we do hereby protest the construction of the Illiana corridor. We protest on
several grounds. The most important is the complete destructions of valuable agriculture land. Secondly
the complete disregard for the communities that this corridor will impact. We choose to live in a rural
area for the fresh air, lack of noise and that our children can see real cows, pigs, sheep, turkeys and corn
growing. The whole country is trying to go Green: but not Illinois and Indiana. They want to fill the
atmosphere with diesel fuel fumes and brake dust fumes. We protest that the State of Illinois is
supposedly broke and yet they are planning to purchase thousands of acres of good farm ground for
billions of dollars. Where is the money coming from? It is from foreign countries? Will they maintain the
road or will the citizens be left holding the bag?

The following petition was submitted with 2,778 signatures.
We the undersigned do hereby certify that we are registered voters in the states of Illinois and/or
Indiana. As such voters we do hereby protest the construction of the proposed Illiana Expressway with
possible P3 partnerships to make the road a toll road and are proponents of the “No Build” option of the
Illiana Corridor project.
We support the “No Build” alternative of this proposed project for the following reasons:
The manner in which this project has been fast tracked has resulted in not giving appropriate time and
Environmental Justice (meaning to treat people groups equally on Environmental Protection Issues) to
fully study the TRUE impact of the multiple facets to be explored as well as not thoroughly studying ALL
viable alternatives incluing the “No Build” alternative.
We feel that the current poor condition of State roads and highways must be taken into account and
that improvement to these roads and highways should take priority to bring them up to proper safe
driving conditions as the currently contribute to existing traffic congestion and problems due to drivers
avoiding these poor roads.
To alleviate congestion, repair state roads: Monee‐Manhattan Rd., Rt. 52, Peotone‐Wilmington Rd., Rt.
45 and Rt. 50, adding turn lanes if needed to better facilitate traffic between I‐55 and I‐57. Also
consideration should be given to the interchange currently under construction at I‐57 at Stuenkel Rd.
which will help alleviate congestion at Monee‐Manhattan and I‐57. Traffic can then travel south on I‐57
to Rt. 17 (which is already a divided 4 lane road east of I‐57 to Rt. 1) to head east towards I‐65. East of
Rt. 1 a more affordable alternative is to design and construct a new road south of Momence to meet up
and connect with IN State Road 10, with an improvement to IN State Rd 10 widening it to a 4‐lane road
from the Stateline to I‐65. Also include improvements and widening of US20 and US12 through
northwest Indiana. By implementing these suggestions we fully believe these “No Build” alternatives
would result in a more fiscally responsible solution to traffic concerns in these areas.
The “No Build” alternative would preserve thousands of acres of productive farmland that would
otherwise be destroyed by the proposed Illiana toll road. More than 386 parcels that consist of homes,
farmsteads, businesses and lands that would be saved. Of the more than 386 parcels, more than 323 are
AG parcels owned and operated by more than 346 AG families.
An issue specific to Illinois, until Illinois can be fiscally responsible with taxpayer monies and pays its past
and current bills, not one more penny should be wasted on politically motivated projects such as the
Illiana toll road. As IDOT stated at meetings with municipalities the Illiana project is directly tied to
IDOT’s Peotone Airport project. Taxpayer money MUST stop being wasted immediately on these two
white elephant projects. Accordingly the $36 Million IDOT has allocated for Peotone Airport land
acquisition should be re‐legislated to fund the “No Build” alternatives.
We further feel that the Illiana would create horrendous financial burdens on townships and counties
due to the removal of property from tax rolls. A burden would also be placed on the fire protection
districts due to having to additionally serve the Illiana toll road. Significant health and safety issues will
result from the multiple road closures which will cause increased response times for fire, ambulance,
and police. School districts already severely distressed by major federal and state funding cutes will have
the additional burdens of increased bus travel times with decreased tax dollars.

Comments Received via NIRPC’s Telephone Comment Line and Fax
10/14/2013 Jerry Hartmeyer
I wonder what Indiana feels about putting in a road to the proposed Peotone Airport which would have
an ill effect on the Gary Airport project itself and deter all the industry and jobs from Indiana to Illinois. I
doesn’t make any sense why Indiana would support this kind of behavior.
NIRPC Response: The Gary/Chicago International Airport is an existing facility that is ready to meet the
needs of business for transportation of goods. The Gary/Chicago Airport is already an operating airport
with short‐term plans to extend their main runway. The proposed South Suburban Airport near Peotone,
Illinois has yet to complete its Environmental Impact Statement, nor is there funding identified for
construction.

10/18/2013 Jerry Hartmeyer
I am against the Illiana.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

10/18/2013 (Caller Unknown)
I am against the Illiana. I moved away from congestion, now I’m facing another expressway. Exhaust
fumes, crime, degradation of the area.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

10/18/2013 Louise Koruwoski
NIRPC should vote against the Illiana. It will only benefit those living in south county, Illinois and provide
access to the Peotone. It will create urban sprawl.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

10/21/2013 Shirley Newlam
No No No to the Illiana!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

10/23/2013 Aurelia Shrader
I urge the Commission to vote no for the Illiana. Consider the seriousness of the damage that the Illiana
would do for Indiana.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

10/28/2013 Hazel Thomas
Do not promote the Illiana. Gary Airport is really needed. Do not promote Peotone.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

10/28/2013 (Caller Unknown)
The funds would best be used in northwest Indiana, not on the Illiana.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

10/28/2013 Debbie Serrano
No to the Illiana.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

10/30/13 Linda Voucher
Regarding the third airport in Peotone, the funds should be used for the Gary Airport. I am against the
Illiana.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/5/2013 Voter from Lake County
Would like to vote against and asks that we not vote for the Illiana Expressway due to the
detrimental effect it will have on the environment in our area.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/8/2013 (Caller Unknown)
I want to vote against the Illiana. It has not been official.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/8/13 (Caller Unknown)
It is ridiculous to go through Lowell. There is farmland a few miles south and the Illiana would not have
to go through town and take people’s homes away from them.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/14/13
This road was deemed the “road to nowhere” or the “road to Peotone Airport. A tremendous cost to
the taxpayers. A little used road, unnecessary. Would like you to just say no to this road to nowhere.
Let’s use the money toward building a South Shore to Lowell or Valparaiso; something we can use,
permanent jobs. This is temporary and taxpayers are going to foot the bill when this thing doesn’t live
up to its standards. It would be a continuous loser for as long as it’s leased to the taxpayers. So who
needs another toll road anyway? Quit selling Indiana, please! You are killing me!
Paul Krvan
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Via Fax 11/19/13 Lloyd Sherwood
Related to email sent 11/19/13
Agriculture will be hurt. Looks like NIRPC has already voted yes, y what IDOT and states say!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/19/13 Lloyd Sherwood
It seems like NIRPC already voted to add the Illiana to the 2040 Plan. The state seems to think so. At
CMAP on 11/8, the state was looking for investors and on 11/12 INDOT is looking for investors. In
today’s Times it says the states want a disadvantaged business enterprise for the Illiana Project. The
state already acts like it received the OK from NIRPC. I thought you were not to be controlled by politics,
but it sure seems like politics is taking over. I say NO to the Illiana and I want to see politics stay out of
this and make a decision that is best for Indiana. Taxes should be used for Indiana roads.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/19/13 James Cizmar
I oppose the Illiana. It is a road to nowhere. I do not see any extra traffic here at all. There are roads in
existence: Rt. 10 can be widened, I‐65 can be widened. Trains are needed to downtown Chicago from
Lowell and Valparaiso. There are many other places you can be spending money other than a road to
another state’s Peotone Airport. It would be an injustice to all the people of Indiana where you are
totally bypassing your own Gary Airport for somebody else’s just for the sake of spending the
government’s money and our money and wasting it on tolls which have not been proven by any of your
estimations to be a viable source of income for Indiana. Now the destruction of farmland, putting up a
“Berlin Wall”, these do not sit very well with the taxpayers. Remember that you are public servants and
keep this in mind when you build a road just for truck traffic and intermodal, which I will call “import‐
modal” facilities from Wilmington and Elwood, Illinois. It does not serve Indiana and it only serves
Illinois much more. Thank you for your NO vote.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/19/13 Dan Blankenship
I oppose the Illiana for reasons shown in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan from NIRPC that states we need
to upkeep roads and highways and infrastructure in the northern part of Lake County and keep intact
our farmlands, our wetlands and our wooded areas. It would be a great move if NIRPC turned down this
road to nowhere. It will not benefit Indiana in any way. There is no way there will be 16,000 jobs
created. Crains’ Chicago Business magazine quoted that the actual belief is it will create only about 900
jobs and that would be over a 10‐15 year period. The toll road is not needed, it is a fiasco and I hope all
NIRPC members will vote against it. Thank you.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/19/13 Dale Smith
I am against the Illiana because I think it will divide the county in half. Thank you.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/20/13 V. Platenet
I don’t think that we need a toll road. We need roads fixed up so we can drive decently. We do not
want this town to grow. We want to keep it like it is. All you people want to do is run over us. I am sick
and tired of it. No one will use the toll road. Truckers won’t use it. Nobody is going to pay that toll.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/20/13 Cynthia Clinton, Fletcher Farm Enterprises
You are taking prime farmland, which is ridiculous. You will never pay people what their farms are
worth. Secondly, truckers will not use this road. They will keep using our secondary roads because they
will not pay a toll. We don’t need another road. You can’t take care of what you got in the state of
Indiana. If you want to do a road, take the toll road up north where they want it.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/20/13
I am a south Lake County voter and citizen for over 50 years. It is disgusting that you are taking away people’s
houses and prime residence for progress. Stick that (stuff) up north, will you?
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/20/13 Evelyn Ducarie
I am against the Illiana Tollway. I have a lot of questions I never got any real answers to. Why does
Indiana want to sell out and make Illinois better? To me, they do not care about Lake County. We need
to fix the roads we have now and bring the work here, not take it over to Illinois. Thank you.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/20/13 (Caller Unknown)
I don’t live near the proposed Illiana, but I am a resident of northwest Indiana. I have been to meetings,
heard the comments of those whose lives will be affected. I have also heard the lies told by both DOTs.
There are many examples, but one compelling one is that CMAP found that over the 35‐year timespan,
the Illiana could not repay its initial debt, pay for annual operations and maintenance, finance capital
maintenance, and meet the private sector return on investment without a public subsidy. CMAP
questioned whether the cost of the Illiana project actually will be much higher than IDOT projected,
citing to several similar projects that were significantly more expensive to build. The federal
government is taxing US citizens to death. Now the states intend to do so.
The industry forum in Indiana and Illinois' formal request for information both called not for genuine P3
investment but rather "AP‐P3s", in which repayments for building and operating the toll road are
guaranteed regardless of traffic and revenue.
The risk of inadequate toll revenue will be assumed by future taxpayers of each state, and no outside
analysis has predicted adequate toll revenue. Also, the bond payments are to be secured by the “full
faith and credit” of each state. Indiana’s published request for qualifications actually cites the state’s
AAA credit rating as an investor incentive. It shouldn’t be hard finding private investors to sign up for
that deal, all reward and no risk!
It’s clear who will really be paying for this white elephant for the next 30 years: the taxpayers.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comments Received via Email (Staff Email & comments@nirpc.org)
10/15/13
Hi Steve, After years of denials it is finally in print that the IIIiana is to access the Peotone
Airport (as well as previously mentioned Illinois intermodals}. Gov. Quinn has publically made
the statement as well as giving payouts to local communities in the name of "road repair
funds” in order to obtain yes votes from MPO. Please click once on the Times newspaper link
below for today's article. Please forward this email to all voting NIRPC members. Respectfully,
Sandy Linden
Subject: Quinn underlines support for IIIiana Expressway
http://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/illinois/calumet‐city/quinn‐underlines‐support‐for‐
illiana‐ expressway/article
d8af88f6‐e6b4‐579a‐8a60‐4blb35ddd9a7.htmi#.UI2cMHnkNGI.email
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

10/16/13
Hello, my name is Meagan Ipema, I am an Indiana resident. After reading the CMAP analysis of the
Illiana toll road study it is hard to believe it is still in question whether this project should move forward.
As a taxpayer the most unsettling part about this whole proposal for the Illiana Toll road is feeling like
we have been lied to since day one. Having attended all of the meetings put on by the study group, not
one time did I feel like these meetings were worth my time! I always left the meetings feeling like I
knew less than when I came in. Questions regarding the project were never answered, the famous
quotes of, “the best management practices are being done to address that”, or “we are still studying
that” were the only answers given to the public’s hundreds of questions. The public has been kept in
the dark about this project all along. It seems that now that the vote to push this road through is taking
place we are learning the sole purpose of this road is to move freight for intermodal trucking companies.
Members from the study group have come right out and said this road has nothing to do with
generating jobs or traffic alleviation. On top of all of that, according to reports (CMAP analysis of Illiana
study) we, the taxpayers, will end up paying for this toll road down the line! As a taxpayer, and an
eventual financer of this project, it would only be right that I have a say in the fate of this road. I do not
support this road; this road is not necessary. As far as I am concerned I believe this road will be a waste
of valuable funds that would prove more productive elsewhere (repaving current roads that are unfit for
travel, preserving valuable farmland, rebuilding urban areas, to name a few). I strongly support the
goals of the “Go To 2040” plan; it has the right idea ‐ save the farmland and invest in existing
infrastructure. Both Illinois and Indiana have their fair share of existing infrastructure that would greatly
benefit from funding that would not be exist if this toll road moves forward. The CMAP board is
committed to these goals. I hope you are too. The decision your committee makes right now affects
the future of our states indefinitely. Thank you for taking the time to consider the public’s views on
such a monumental decision.
Sincerely,
A concerned taxpayer
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

10/19/13
I have some more thoughts on this ill‐advised project.
1. First of all, why should a group in Chicago have any say in what happens in south Lake County,
Indiana?
2. Why not fix the roads which are already in place; help finish the Gary airport.
3. I assume that the people who dreamed up this project have college degrees, but obviously not in
common sense
4. Lowell will become a ghost town having been virtually axed from the rest of Lake County.
Remember what happened to the towns on the fabled Rte. 66?
5. The noise and Emissions pollution will impact the areas to the north, as the prevailing winds are from
the southwest. Lake Dalecarlia was trashed by the Times Newspaper 30+ years ago, calling it a cancer
cluster. This was never proved by the CDC, but people still remember. I guess with the emissions, it will
become a fact!
6. Let's look ahead 50/60 years when there aren't enough farms to sustain the population. It isn't a
pretty picture ‐ famine, starvation, civil unrest, etc.
A very concerned citizen,
Kathleen Berwick
NIRPC Response: Because the project involves two states, the Federal Highway Administration requires
the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) in both states to take action to include the project in their
region’s respective long range transportation plans. This action is necessary for the Illiana Corridor
project to receive a Record of Decision (ROD), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA). For northeastern Illinois, the MPO is the Policy Committee of the Chicago Metropolitan Agency
for Planning (CMAP) and for northwestern Indiana; the MPO is the Northwestern Indiana Regional
Planning Commission (NIRPC).

10/29/13
There are better solutions to traffic and the economy than the Illiana toll road would produce. There is
hardly a decent road that the Illiana toll road would connect to. I‐65 and I‐57 would both need to be
widened and improved at taxpayer expense to handle any new traffic at those locations. How much is
that going to cost taxpayers in both states? Route 41 was just tarred and chipped. It would have been a
nice touch to fill in the potholes first. There must not be enough money for blacktop, but they want to
build a new road? Repairing and widening existing roads would put union workers to work and bring
long lasting economic benefits to both states. There is no economic benefit to Indiana on this deal.
Indiana is just there to get to I‐65. The road is being built ONLY for Illinois intermodal truck traffic. What
happens when the tax incentives dry up for the intermodal companies? Off they go to suck off another
state for tax incentives.
There would be thousands of acres of very productive farm ground lost forever. The environmental
impact would be devastating in this area. There is a lot of wetlands it would destroy in both states,
forever. As soon as the animals can read the signs for where to cross the toll road there will be fewer
killed by traffic. This road would be a disaster for the environment in both states.

I just received an e‐mail from the Illiana Corridor today. They still have overstated economic impact on
the area. They are also worried about $40 million dollars planning that should not have been spent in
the first place. Does that mean we should spend another $2 billion dollars to justify the $40 million
wasted tax dollars?
There are many alternatives to our traffic problems. The Illiana should not be on the list of remedies.
Please vote against this ill‐conceived venture.
Thanks for your time in this matter.
Daniel Grelck
NIRPC Response: The Illiana’s potential funding includes using toll revenues, private sector financing,
and INDOT funds for engineering and land acquisition. It will not compete with regular highway
maintenance funding.
INDOT does not offer tax incentives to attract businesses to a particular area. The Indiana Economic
Development Corporation is the state of Indiana’s lead economic development agency.
The following response is from INDOT, who was asked to provide clarification: The Illiana Corridor Study
has used proven economic models for estimating the economic impact of the facility. The preliminary
estimate for the Indiana share of the Illiana Corridor is approximately $300 million.

10/21/13
I do not believe the proposed Illiana toll way / expressway linking I65 to I57 or I55 is necessary. I believe
that the negative effects of the land use for this project and the potential for more urban sprawl, that
this project would encourage, would far outweigh the benefits. I believe that most of the traffic
problems that has been created by the housing development in the southern part of Lake County
Indiana could be addressed by expanding already existing route that link route 41 to I394 in Illinois. As
these routes already exist, or would be able to connect through less use of undeveloped land, the
creation of four lane roads may be less costly and have less of a negative impact on our environment.
However, I live in Munster and have grown very tired of the extreme amount of traffic that goes through
my town because of all the people traveling from their homes in the southern Lake County towns to the
Calumet Ave. I94 entrance and exit, or traveling down 45th Ave to or from Glenwood Lansing Road. You
are taking your life in your hands trying to cross Ridge Road or Calumet Ave as a pedestrian or bicyclist in
my town. Even though my kids are in middle school, I don’t encourage them to cross these road on foot
or on bike, because it is so busy. I can’t even imagine what 45 Ave is like to cross, so I do agree that
there is a traffic problem and all that traffic going through my town in the stop and go manor that seems
to be the norm, can’t be good for the environment either. But I don’t think the new roadway is needed
to solve this problem and therefore do not support it.
Thank you,
Gretchen Hogan
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/3/13
Who will be responsible for picking up & disposing of the trash that we will start seeing once this road
construction begins? This road is being built for greed and not for need. You can't replace the quality of
life, landscape, farmland etc after billions will be spent for this road that will only benefit Peotone
Airport.
Jo Ann Lotz
NIRPC Response: The concessionaire who is awarded the P3 contract would be responsible to design,
build, operate and maintain the roadway for the length of the agreement. However, the State still
maintains ownership of the facility.

11/3/13
Hello, I am a concerned resident of south lake county Indiana. I strongly oppose the construction of the
illiana tollway because it will offer no long term advantage to lake county or Indiana in general. Most of
the arguments for the tollway are pure speculation at best. The only benefit would be to the Local 150
operators union during the construction phase of the project. Why should we spend money that will in
essence, will enhance Illinois and siphon off monies from Indiana coffers. Would not Indiana's resources
be better spent moving the Gary airport forward and revitalizing all the brown field sites in northern
lake county? Maybe we could widen I‐65 and improve the safety record of that vital road. All major
studies of this road have pointed to a slight return on the initial investment with no guarantees of a long
term payback to indiana. The whole project sounds like political wrangling to garner votes with the
thoughts of the people’s opinions not even on the radar. Please say no to this project and spend the
monies on existing infrastructure improvements.
Mark Zelesky
NIRPC Response: Money that is set aside in the state budget for highway transportation purposes is
dedicated for highway construction purposes. Other agencies deal with development at the airport and
brownfield cleanup. Construction of the Illiana Corridor would be financed through a public, private
partnership and would not divert money from previously planned highway projects.
If it were a question of either building the Illiana or redeveloping the City of Gary, the answer would be
clearer. However, it must be understood that the private sector funds would only be available for the
Illiana, not projects in Gary. Unlike federal funds, it is up to the private sector financiers to determine
where to spend their money.

11/3/13
Dear Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Committee Members:
I am writing this letter to you today because I am vehemently opposed to having the ILLIANA toll road
included in the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 2040 Plan. Please accept my
comments and include them for public record.

Over the past 4 years, I have attended numerous ILLIANA‐related meetings, both in Illinois and Indiana.
During those years I have also spent a large amount of time researching the ILLIANA’s value/need. It is
my opinion that there are just too many negative impacts (finance‐related, ownership‐related,
environmental‐related, and study‐related) associated with the proposed ILLIANA.
The many gross exaggerations uncovered in the ILLIANA Corridor Group’s study are and should be a
major concern for all. These exaggerations include projected population growth, the numbers of jobs
that will be created, the cost of construction and maintenance, the number of vehicles that will use this
road, the reduction of traffic on the Borman and Route 30, and the actual long‐term costs associated
with privatized (P3) roadways that can and have been passed on to taxpayers. These concerns were
brought to the forefront in recent articles appearing in the Chicago Tribune and Crane’s Chicago
Business.
I’ve approached and questioned many politically empowered people about the real values this toll way
could offer communities and I get the same canned answer, “It’s political.” This is not an acceptable
response especially for people who will be negatively impacted by this travesty.
This roadway will do little to benefit any of the communities in its path. The negatives associated with
building this roadway far outweigh the positives. I backup this statement by reiterating a statement
made by Mr. Schilke, IDOT’s Illiana project manager, at a Peotone meeting on August 6th. He also stated
that the Illiana was never intended to benefit any resident, or community along the B3 corridor. The sole
purpose of this roadway is to facilitate truck movement from Intermodal Terminals and warehouses in
Wilmington, Elwood and Joliet into Indiana and onto I‐65.
We the “Nay Sayers”, as we have been referred to, or NIMBYs (Not in My Back Yard), have pointed out
all the exaggerated ILLIANA Corridor Study Group statistics and flaws. Our comments, both verbal and
written, were ignored and dismissed. The ILLIANA Corridor Study Group, IDOT, and INDOT were offered
very viable, suggestions and alternatives to this roadway which would better serve the taxpayers,
community, and environment. However, again these suggestions and alternatives were ignored and
dismissed.
The ILLIANA opponents, like me, are extremely tired of all the bureaucracy associated with the ILLIANA,
the exaggerated statistics and the exaggerated economic benefits. If this “Toll Way” is built, the gains
will be short‐lived and enjoyed by a chosen few at the expense of a COMMUNITY”.
Please reject adding the ILLIANA to your 2040 plan. Honor the personnel who worked, countless hours,
shaping this plan and support the citizens that rely on government officials to do the right thing for their
communities.
A written response to my letter would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you for the professional courtesy extended in your review and consideration of the issues offered
in this letter.

Respectfully yours,
Donna Slikas
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/3/13
To the NIRPC:
The Illiana would be the epitome of poor planning and the legacy of the NIRPC's 2040 Comprehensive
Regional Plan, if amended to include the Illiana toll road, will end up as an example of what happens
when a planning organization, which is entrusted with our area's environmental and transportation
needs, caves to political pressure. The idea of the Illiana toll road is nothing new. The NIRPC did not
include it in their 2040 Plan and nothing has happened since that Plan was first released to justify
amending it now, which is evidence enough for Northwest Indiana taxpayers to know political pressure
when they see it.
For other examples of poor planning and falling for the hype of what a new rural toll road will do for a
region, one need only review other rural toll roads that have been built in our nation and fallen short of
projections, such as the San Joaquin Hills toll road in Orange County, California; the South Bay
Expressway in San Diego, California; the SH130 in Austin, Texas; the Camino Colombia in Laredo, Texas;
the Pocahontas Parkway in Richmond, Virginia; the Dulles Greenway in Loudon, Virginia; and the
Southern Connector in Greenville, South Carolina. I urge all of you to review information on these toll
roads.
It is a common practice for truckers to choose alternate routes over toll roads as a way to save money
and with the economy we are currently living in and the gas prices what they are today, there is no
reason to believe that truckers will change that practice and start spending more money on tolls when
the Illiana is built. Truckers aren't getting rich out there these days. Perhaps some NIRPC members
should sit down and talk to a few of them. Additionally, it would seem to be better planning to wait and
see what the effects of the Panama Canal expansion will bring to the world of freight when the
expansion is completed in 2015. This should bring about huge shifts in the transportation of freight.
I urge the NIRPC to vote against amending their 2040 Plan and instead to stand up for their original plan
and their original priorities: preserving our wetlands, prime agricultural land, rural landscapes, and
important ecosystems; reducing flood risks and improving air quality.
Proper management of our existing infrastructure would benefit all of us and would demonstrate better
use of funds while minimizing the manipulation of our environment.
Please do not amend the 2040 Plan to include the Illiana. It would be the biggest mistake you ‐ our
regional planners ‐ could make and the damage will be irreversible.
John Olenik

NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/3/13
Dear NIRPC,
I am a resident of Lowell, In. The proposed toll road will run parallel to my home. I am not against
progress but Indiana will not benefit from this project. If trucks gas up at I 65 and Rt 2 (181st) they will
not stop again within the 11 miles stretch to the Illinois state line. The cost of construction was
underestimated and the traffic count was inflated, this is not an opinion but a proven fact. If the private
investors do not recoup their investment it falls on the back of the taxpayer.
The money could be better spent on many other needed projects, eg. the Gary/Chicago airport where
jobs would be a godsend for this depressed area, not the proposed Peotone airport which will not
provide any revenue for Indiana.
I am requesting you consider a no build and do not include this in the 2040 project. Thank you for your
consideration in this matter.
Michael Moniak
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/4/13
Dear Mr. Warner:

I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC's proposed amendment to include
the Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014‐2017
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). I would like to express that I am strongly in favor
of this project, and it is needed for many reasons.
Northwest Indiana is a fast‐growing region, and it will only continue to grow. It is an attractive
place to live and work, and it is no wonder that people and businesses continue to move here.
In order for Northwest Indiana to continue to flourish, smart infrastructure investments like the
Illiana Corridor must be made right now before it is too late. The existing corridors provide good
routes for north‐south travel through the area, but there is a lack of comparable east‐west
routes south ofl‐80/94. The project will create a better grid network for Northwest Indiana and
allow them easier access around the region.
As Northwest Indiana continues to grow, it is inevitable that traffic and congestion will keep
growing with it. The Illiana Expressway project provides a unique opportunity for this area to
address current and future congestion problems by making this investment while it is still
economically feasible. The more that an area develops, the more expensive it becomes to
widen and maintain the existing roads, nonetheless fund a new highway.
The Illiana Corridor project provides Indiana with a great opportunity to invest in our future,
and the time to act is now. Please vote to add the Illiana Corridor into the GO TO 2040
comprehensive regional plan.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this important project.
Robert J. Weinzen
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/6/13
Your public comment period @ LOWELL MIDDLE SCHOOL, NOV 5, was a disaster. Everyone was
sitting @ tables waiting on someone from NIRPC to speak. A newspaper reporter finally told our table
that no one was going to speak. I verified with one of your staff that all comments went into boxes and
no one was going to speak. I went around the room telling people the bad news. No one was happy
about just sitting there for over an hour. Your staff could have made it clear to people as we came in!
Then we could have filled out cards and left. "NO ILLIANA"
Lloyd and Diann Sherwood
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
There are many possible public meeting formats and NIRPC chose the format used in order to maximize
the number of comments the public would be able to contribute.

11/6/13
I am a south Lake County Indiana resident. I am curious what will happen to the local roads that connect
the northern portion of Lowell to the downtown area and all of the schools for the Tri Creek school
system? Will these roads just be shut down?
I also wanted to state my plea to not approve this project. I have been in local sales traveling in 3
counties in IL and 3 counties in IN. In observing traffic patterns while traveling I believe the merit of this
project is minimal at best. I believe the funding allocated for this project could better be used repairing
existing infrastructure in Northwest Indiana.
Thank you for your consideration
John Schoon
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their response follows: As
part of Tier Two, INDOT and IDOT have developed a roadway connectivity plan for roads that cross the
Illiana Corridor. Initial roadway connectivity recommendations were determined using an economic
analysis, and were further refined based on feedback provided by local governments, landowners, school
districts, police, and fire and emergency response teams. As a result of this coordination, Marshall Street
and Harrison Street are now the only two roads recommended for closure in Indiana. Nine local north‐
south road crossings, along with the Sheffield Road frontage road routing, will remain open to service
the area into the future. When routes cannot be maintained, either during construction or as part of the
facility plan, alternative routing will evaluated to minimize the change in travel patterns.

11/6/13
Dear NIRPC,
A vote in favor of The Illiana Toll Road will result in a FOR SALE sign placed at the Gary/Chicago airport
and a welcome sign at the Peotone airport. Tell me how this benefits Indiana?
Michael Moniak
NIRPC Response: The Gary/Chicago Airport is already an operating airport with short‐term plans to
extend their main runway. The proposed South Suburban Airport near Peotone, Illinois has yet to
complete its Environmental Impact Statement, nor is there funding identified for construction.

11/7/13
My wife & I are against the ILLIANA EXPRESSWAY because: 1) Cost underestimated 2) Traffic use
inflated 3) Economic growth unsubstantiated 4) Operating cost will be high 5)Maintenance cost will be
high 6)Taxpayers will pay short falls of tolls 7) Environment will have a negative impact 8)Agricultural
will loose food production 9) Private financers will have a WIN/WIN because of taxpayers covering
losses 10) Financial risk is to great, need to use money for existing roads to improve traffic flow 11) This
expressway will only benefit ILLINOIS and investors, use our INDIANA TAX dollars for our
roads!! GROUPS RECOMMENDATION AGAINST ILLIANA EXPRESSWAY : (1) CMAP Staff, Sept
27,2013 (2) Metropolitan Planning Council Report, Sept 4,2013 (3)THE TRANSPORT POLITIC, Oct
18,2013, " Transportationpolitic.com" (4) OPENLANDS, Aug 27,2013, " info@openlands.org" (5)
CRAINS, Sept 28,2013, "HLearner@elpc.org" or " www.chicagobusiness.com" .
Lloyd and Diann Sherwood
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/7/13
I am writing to express my displeasure regarding the proposed Illiana Expressway that is being proposed
as part of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.
It is an unneeded, wasteful project. No real evidence exists that it will relieve congestion in the north
parts of Lake and Porter Counties. It will likely encourage expanded sprawl in the southern parts.
Please do not include it in your Comprehensive Plan.
Thank You.
Dave Kenning
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/8/13, 11/14/13, & 11/18/13
Individual copies of the following letter were received separately from Garland Rose, Michael Blackwell,
David Oram, and (signature unreadable).
Dear Mr. Warner:
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC’s proposed amendment to include the
Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014‐2017 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP). This is a much‐needed project for Northwest Indiana and the entire
region. It will help relieve traffic in Northwest Indiana and provide a much‐needed boost to the
economy. I fully support this plan amendment and hope that when the December vote comes, NIRPC
will add the Illiana into the GO TO 2040 Plan.
Anyone who drives through the area where the Illiana is proposed can’t help but notice the huge
number of trucks coming out of the industrial facilities and across its highways. The Illiana will help get
trucks off the local roads and onto a highway that is meant to handle them. These trucks are causing
the local roads to deteriorate faster than expected. Without a main road to serve as a collector here,
Northwest Indiana will have major problems in the future trying to maintain their existing roads.
Beyond the maintenance problems, these trucks are already causing congestion and it will only
continue to get worse. The people of Northwest Indiana deserve a relief valve for all of the congestion
that affects their daily commutes. Many of the trucks that go through this area are only passing
through, on their way to other destinations and looking for a way to avoid Chicago and I‐80/94
altogether. The Illiana would provide them with a fast east‐west link between Illinois and Indiana,
allowing them to enjoy a more peaceful environment.
Lastly The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) estimated that the corridor will
generate $3.87 billion in long‐term economic impacts by 2048 and save $10.2 million per year in travel
time for the region. And, generate 1,097 short‐term jobs from 2015 to 2018, including 571
construction jobs; the project will add $667 million (in 2018 dollars) to the Indiana economy and pay
out $362 million in total compensation to workers. While the construction phase itself will generate
$13.1 million in tax revenues to state and local governments by 2018. During these challenging
economic times, a project like this could really help turn things around for so many people looking to
get back to work.
I fully support the Illiana project, and hope you will add it into the NIRPC GO TO 2040 Plan in
December. The project will benefit the residents of Northwest Indiana, the skilled workforce of
Indiana, and the entire region by relieving traffic and creating jobs.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/4/13 & 11/18/13
Individual copies of the following letter were received separately from Robert Weinzen, Garland Rose,
Darryl M., and Fred Millet.
Dear Mr. Warner:

I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC’s proposed amendment to include the
Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014‐2017 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP). I would like to express that I am strongly in favor of this project, and it is
needed for many reasons.
Northwest Indiana is a fast‐growing region, and it will only continue to grow. It is an attractive place to
live and work, and it is no wonder that people and businesses continue to move here. In order for
Northwest Indiana to continue to flourish, smart infrastructure investments like the Illiana Corridor
must be made right now before it is too late. The existing corridors provide good routes for north‐south
travel through the area, but there is a lack of comparable east‐west routes south of I‐80/94. The
project will create a better grid network for Northwest Indiana and allow them easier access around
the region.
As Northwest Indiana continues to grow, it is inevitable that traffic and congestion will keep growing
with it. The Illiana Expressway project provides a unique opportunity for this area to address current
and future congestion problems by making this investment while it is still economically feasible. The
more that an area develops, the more expensive it becomes to widen and maintain the existing roads,
nonetheless fund a new highway.
The Illiana Corridor project provides Indiana with a great opportunity to invest in our future, and the
time to act is now. Please vote to add the Illiana Corridor into the GO TO 2040 comprehensive regional
plan.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this important project.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/8/13 & 11/18/13
Individual copies of the following letter were received separately from Garland Rose and (signature
unreadable) .
Dear Mr. Warner:
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on NIRPC’s proposed amendment to include the
Illiana Expressway to its 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014‐2017 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP). The Illiana project is a very important and exciting project for the region,
and I hope that you will consider adding it into your Plan.
The Governors of Illinois and Indiana have been long supporters of this project, which will provide a
bypass for cars and trucks around Northwest Indiana, stimulate the economy by creating jobs, and be
the next of many public‐private partnerships (P3) of its kind in Indiana.
P3 projects are the way of the future. Indiana has already used this model successfully for several
projects in the state including the Chicago Skyway project and the Ohio River Bridges project. P3
projects tend to be built faster, cheaper, and more efficiently than traditional highway projects. It
allows the states to build a great project like the Illiana Corridor with less tax dollars, allowing taxpayers

to realize all of the benefits of the project at a fraction of the cost.
And with the Illiana Corridor, there will be a multitude of benefits. In the early stages, the construction
of the project will put so many people to work. It will be a much‐needed stimulus to the economy,
which is still suffering from the effects of the recent recession. Once the road is built, the benefits only
keep growing for both the local communities and the entire region. Local communities will benefit
from the reduced number of trucks on their local roads, improving their quality of life and allowing
their residents to drive around with less congestion. Regionally, the Illiana Corridor will take cars and
trucks off of I‐80/94, alleviating the current congestion problems that it has today and improving traffic
throughout the entire Northwest Indiana roadway system. Additionally, the Illiana Corridor will provide
better access to jobs in Northwest Indiana, providing long‐term economic benefits that will have a
ripple effect on the economy for the entire region.
With all of these benefits and the opportunity for a P3 to take on some of the cost of building the road,
it’s a win‐win situation for the state and the taxpayers who will benefit from the road. Please add this
project into the CMAP Go To 2040 Plan.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/8/13
MY WIFE AND I ARE AGAINST THE ILLIANA EXPRESSWAY, because: 1) We moved to LOWELL to get away
from the noise, pollution & congestion of busy highways! 2) Lowell is beautiful place to live, with its
trees, green grass, animals, clear skies, low noise, & low traffic! 3) The ILLIANA EXPREEWAY will divide
LOWELL into two sections, north & south! 4) Truck traffic will be heard all over LOWELL, increasing the
noise pollution! 5) Air pollution will increase from the ILLIANA traffic! 6) NO or very little benefit to
LOWELL! 7) Little benefit to INDIANA compared to amount of money put in. (OUR TAXES). 8) Only
benefits ILLINOIS and they didn't want it or can afford it! CMAP was overpowered by POLITICS!!! 9)
TAX money for ILLIANA would better be used for improving roads in INDIANA to increase traffic flow.
10) If profits from tolls is not enough, the tax payers will foot the bill! "THIS ROAD WILLBE A MONEY
PIT!!" 11) INDIANA TAXES will be used to buy land, homes, etc., so someone else will make a profit.
"THIS MAKES NO SENSE!"
KEEP INDIANA MONEY IN INDIANA!
Lloyd and Diann Sherwood
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/10/13
Please enter these comments in the record. Thank you.
November 9, 2013
Dear Members of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission,
I wish to submit my comments into the record explaining why I feel the Illiana Toll Road should be
excluded from your 2040 Plan for the region.

My husband and I along with many of the residents who live in southern Lake County in Indiana in the
three townships, West Creek, Cedar Creek and Eagle creek that will be affected as well as many
residents in southern Will County and northern Kankakee Counties in Illinois that will be negatively
impacted if this project goes forward have worked together to gather facts and fight for what we feel
are our rights. If this project would benefit all of these communities and both states we would support
it, but fact after fact proves that it won’t benefit anyone except a handful of trucking and warehousing
companies in the Elwood, Wilmington and Joliet areas of Illinois and that was revealed by Steve
Schielke, Project Manager for IDOT at a meeting held in Will Township Illinois at the township hall and is
on record.
My question to all of you is how do you justify allowing a handful of businesses destroying all of the farm
businesses in the path of this proposed corridor. Why is one companies’ business more important than
hundreds of other businesses, many that have been in families for a hundred years of more? Make no
mistake, every farm is a business. Farmers aren’t Old MacDonald operations. Every farmer is an
agronomist, a scientist, a geneticist, a marketing manager and a financial planner who also physically
works to produce the food that feeds each and every one of you. Where do you think your milk, meat,
eggs and various cereals, pasta’s and potatoes come from? Everything you eat comes from a farm and if
you vote in favor of this project you will be removing between 5500 and 6000 acres of highly productive
farm land and once that land is taken away it is lost forever.
We have proposed improving existing roads and truck routes that are already the choice of many
drivers, we have proposed revitalizing the Lake Shore in all three counties to bring new growth and
good, lasting jobs. All of our proposals have the opportunity to put construction workers back to work
building a Trauma Center in Gary, a Port in Gary and a real competitive Airport that would bring good
paying jobs to the area. Expanding rail to get more trucks and cars off congested roadways and get
people to those jobs in the northern part of the counties. This would allow the farms to continue to
provide food to the masses and the people whose homes, hopes and dreams can survive as they are.
Please bear in mind that the figures you have been given by INDOT and the Illiana Study Group have
been grossly misleading. The usage numbers are greatly exaggerated and if the Private Investor is
promised inflated revenue figures, every taxpayer in the State of Indiana will have to make up the
difference. That, board members, is a fact. You already have a good example of that with our existing,
leased Indiana East West Toll Road. The lease is in jeopardy now because the investors are losing a
great deal of money. That is a fact that you can verify. Why do we want to create a 12 mile toll road to
nowhere that more than likely will lose money, too? Construction costs are grossly understated and
usage is so overstated that anyone who has a grasp of mathematics and a sense of business would
question where these figures have come from.
Who will make up the lost property tax revenue from the land involved in the corridor? That land will be
exempted from paying taxes. Who will pay for the increased cost of fire protection and emergency
services that will have to be provided for this toll road? We will additionally lose property tax funds
since property values will be greatly diminished along the corridor.
So again, I’m asking you to look at the really big picture and the vision we could have for Lake County
and what the north end could look like again. In the Glory days of Gary, Hammond, East Chicago and
the region we had growth, prosperity and vision. I want that again and I want to help preserve the vast
countryside of southern lake county where people can live freely and make good choices for their

communities while working up north in good jobs, or farming the land that is diminishing and food
sources with it.
Thank you.
Yours truly,
Patricia Mussman
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to the questions posed in this comment. Their
responses follow: We are sensitive to the impact this project will have on area residents and businesses.
That is why hundreds of meetings have been held with members of the public and a multitude of public
involvement efforts have been employed to keep people informed and to seek input. It is our desire to
limit impact on landowners as much as possible, but there will be effects on people since this is a new
expressway where there has not been a roadway before. We are working directly with landowners and
listening to ways to reduce impacts to them.
Indiana will benefit from construction of the Illiana Corridor project in many ways. The studies indicate
the project will reduce the strain of truck traffic on local roads, thus improving safety, cutting commute
times and reducing congestion. If private investors feel that the road will not make money, they will not
bid on the project.

11/10/13
November 9, 2013
Dear ladies and gentlemen of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission,
My name is Harold Mussman, Jr. and I am the West Creek Township Trustee and a farmer whose farm
business is in the township. I want to go on record as opposing the addition of the Illiana Toll Road into
the 2040 plan.
My wife Pat and I have attended nearly every meeting concerning the proposed Illiana Toll Road and we
have done our homework researching the project in an attempt to best represent the people of the
three townships in Lake County, Indiana and support our sister townships across southern Will County,
Illinois. There are so many facts concerning benefits and negative impacts that are being glossed over
by the study committee or ignored that it is time for them to be brought to light.
Because we have been tenacious in our quest for the truth we have uncovered facts that I will list, facts
which I have documented and have in the West Creek Township Trustee’s office that you are free to
examine, and they are some of the same facts that have been recorded and are in the official record of
the Illiana Study Group at various meetings across the areas involved in the corridor.
For example, at a meeting earlier this year in the Will Township Community Center west of Beecher,
Illinois, Steve Schielke, project manager for IDOT finally admitted to the group in attendance that the
Illiana Toll Road was never designed to benefit any one or any community in the corridor. Growth and
development would be the same if the road is built or if it isn’t. In his own words he told us that the
road is only designed to move truck traffic or logistics from the Intermodal truck terminals and
warehouses in Elwood, Wilmington and Joliet, Illinois. He then grossly overstated the capabilities of

these facilities by telling our group that a cold storage warehouse outside of Wilmington near the Local
150 training center would be putting 1800 trucks on the road every day, 24 hours per day 7 days per
week. That is 75 trucks per hour 7 days per week. An absolute impossibility, so when we called him on
it, he said that he meant to say one of the container facilities that would be sending 900 per day out and
dropping 900 per day into the facility. Another impossibility. We did the research. The warehouse had
20 doors or gates and if it ran at maximum capability 100 trucks per day total would be its contribution
to the road. Again, the container facility would be driving over one another picking up and dropping
those containers.
Another major point that you need to consider when it comes to exaggerations was the lies that were
fed to the Village of Elwood when Center Point, the largest truck Intermodal in the area negotiated tax
incentives. They told the Village that they would make big money if they agreed to do so, when in fact
the Village is now suing Center Point because instead of making money, the Village is in danger of filing
bankruptcy. So if you are basing your votes on the inclusion of the Illiana in the 2040 plan on what you
are hearing from the Illiana Study Group, INDOT and IDOT, I respectfully ask you to do more research.
You have until December 12, 2013 to learn the facts.
Late July 2013 the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning came out with a report that didn’t favor
going forward with the project and listed excellent reason that they opposed it. Many of the reasons
were understated costs and grossly overstated usage. Other reasons were the urban sprawl factor and
they stated the obvious, there was so much more benefit in redevelopment of the south side of Chicago,
Southern Cook County and northern Will County. If you haven’t read the report, you should read it
before voting on this project. The same is true for the Northwest Indiana Region. We have the
necessary infrastructure in Gary, East Chicago and Hammond in Lake County and all across northern
Porter and LaPorte Counties.
The jobs the study group has projected have been all over the place. Sometimes they project 25000
jobs and then you hear that it will really be 1000 jobs over 25 years. Sometimes it is 9000 construction
jobs, but you can’t pin them down as to where the construction jobs will come from. This toll road, if it
is going to be built, will be built by a Public Private Partnership of unknown origin. Most of the projects
that are financed this way give these jobs to the lowest bidders, so the construction company that could
be selected could bring in crews from anywhere. There is absolutely no guarantee that any local union
workers would be hired to build this toll road.
In August of this year we attended a meeting with the group at the Atrium in Peotone, Illinois where my
wife asked the question regarding the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning’s upcoming vote on
October 9, 2013 what would happen if they voted against including the Illiana Toll Road in its Go To
2040 Plan? With great reluctance Steve Schielke, IDOT Project Manager, stated that Tier Two would
end. That didn’t happen.
When it was time for the various committees that comprise CMAP to vote only two of their numerous
committees voted in favor of the inclusion of the Illiana Toll Road in the Go To 2040 Plan. The final
committee vote, the one that really counted and was to make the final determination voted 10 to 4
against with one abstention. This was based upon all of the true facts and a determination that project
farther north that would provide greater benefits to the majority of the area. This was good, sound
reasoning on their part. The same day this vote took place another committee chaired by
Transportation Secretary Schneider was supposed to vote. Because it looked like this secondary
committee was going to vote against the inclusion also, the Secretary was able to postpone the vote for

8 days so that pay to play and arm twisting could influence enough votes so that it would pass and the
Go To 2040 Plan CMAP would put forth would be amended to include the Illiana.
Using the same sound reasoning I’d like you to consider what would really benefit all of Lake County
Indiana and the State of Indiana. Gary, Hammond, East Chicago and the entire lake shore would benefit
more by improving our rail system. Moving freight can be done much more efficiently by rail resulting in
far less pollution, cost effectiveness and negative impact on the land. The basic infrastructure needed
already exists in northern lake county to build upon. The Gary Airport is already viable and FAA
approved. We need to fast track that too because it will not only provide short term construction jobs,
it will create good paying permanent jobs. So would a trauma center in the Gary area and the addition
of a new port for the area. If the deserted factories, businesses and homes could be demolished that
would create more construction jobs and create an atmosphere favorable for businesses and
manufacturing to come to the area. These would also be a combination of construction work and
permanent good paying jobs that would not only benefit the three counties in Northwest Indiana they
would really benefit the State of Indiana in terms of tax revenue. This would preserve the farm
businesses in the path of the corridor and a way of life for all of the residents whose lives would be
changed forever and would avoid the unintended negative consequences that the road would cause.
Unintended consequences would be lost property tax revenue for the entire corridor that would hurt
the entire area, diminished property values along the corridor, possible life and death or loss of property
from the inability of emergency services to get to incidents in a timely manner because of road closures
and limited access to the road and longer days for students riding buses to and from school. Our
budgets are stretched as far as they can go as we try to provide high quality ambulance and fire
protection to our residents and businesses, lost tax revenue will be devastating in providing these
services. Who will finance the extra expense?
Thank you for your consideration.
Yours truly,
Harold Mussman, Jr.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
Regarding potential extra expenses for emergency services, INDOT provided the following response:
INDOT is considering language in potential P3 agreement that would encourage the concessionaire to
contract with emergency responders to provide specific emergency services along the highway.

11/10/13
No tollroad in Lowell.....
Mike Sherwood
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/11/13
Dear Members of the NIRPC board,

By now, you have all been hearing every objection of building a toll road across South Lake County. In
Porter County and east ward the project was quashed. The difference was constituency talked directly
with the political bodies, without the multimillion dollar fence deflecting objections that was hired. Why
was this firm hired for the public "sales job" in the first place? If the goal was to sway public opinion
they failed. If the goal was to protect the politicians from backlash, it's going to be long remembered as
such. Accountability for this boondoggle will lay squarely on those with no plausible deniability awarded
by constituents. This is much more than a simple observation, more of how best interests are being
handled and trusted in them and you.
The Toll Road serves a few trucking firms in Illinois. We must also assume Casinos being built on the
Illinois side to prop up needed tax & pension obligations of the State of Illinois. Shall we ask Illinois to
sign on to a agreement not to build a competitive Casino? My last point is why would businesses
choose to locate at the intersections of the Iliana Toll road? Can you name any businesses created by
the North Toll Road in Lake County? I cannot. However, this Toll road is severely destructive to
businesses in South Lake County and very well would threaten businesses up North. Frankly, I wouldn't
open a hamburger joint at the Toll Road intersections! Too risky when a freeway offers stability and
FREE FLOW of required traffic to sustain the business.
Please consider our existing roads, business, farms, and taxes and vote "No" on the Toll Road.
Sincerely,
Michael D Jordan
NIRPC Response: The toll road is not being built for the purpose of economic development to attract
businesses to its intersections with other major highways. It will only have two local access interchanges
and one system interchange (with no local access) in Indiana. However, the increased accessibility of the
areas around the local access interchanges may make them more attractive for development; the Tier
One Final Environmental Impact Statement estimated that an additional 414 acres may be developed in
Lake County as an indirect result of the Illiana Corridor being built. Ultimately, it will be up to the Lake
County Plan Commission to determine what if anything will be built adjacent to the toll road as all of the
land is in unincorporated Lake County.

11/11/13
To Whom This May Concern‐
Hello, my name is Meagan K. Ipema. I am a resident of Lowell Indiana and I have concerns
regarding the proposed Illiana toll road. I question whether this road has any benefit to my community
or on a larger scale to the state of Indiana? I also have a couple of alternatives to the toll road that I
think are worth looking into. To give you an insight on my background, I was born and raised in the
state of Indiana. I have both my undergraduate and doctoral degree from Indiana colleges, Purdue
University Calumet and I.U.P.U.I. respectively. I work in the town of St. John as an outpatient orthopedic
physical therapist for Community Hospital. I believe Indiana is a top notch state to raise a family in and I
am truly proud say I am a Hoosier. I love Indiana and plan to remain here all my life. With this said it is
easy to see why the well being of our state is so important to me. This brings me to the topic, the
proposed Illiana toll road.
Concerns of the proposed Illiana toll road:

The study done by IDOT was done on a free way, not a toll road. The statistics given support a
road where travelers are not charged to travel it. The proposed road is in fact a toll road; therefore,
statistics given for travel are skewed and are not a true reflection of use for the road to be built. Further
research needs to be done on a toll road in this area. Then the study group can give us a truer outlook
on how much this road will be utilized. And if history repeats itself, of toll roads in Indiana or other
states for that matter, this toll road will not be as successful as it is claimed.
This road will disarray the town of Lowell’s emergency services. Lowell’s Fire and Rescue team are
on a volunteer basis and provide for the entire town of Lowell and its unincorporated areas. Where will
the funds come from to pay for the services needed after this road is built? Our resources will be
strained and people may seriously get hurt or even die in the process. For example, say there is a two
semi‐trailer roll over on fire on the toll road and a 68 year old man suffering from a heart attack on the
other end of town. Which incident will take precedence and receive first response? How can one
morally decide what the answer to this question is? If this road is built according to our current
resources, questions like this will need to be asked. The fact of the matter is this toll road will strain
Lowell’s Emergency Services and cause problems that will be very costly for the town and its taxpayers.
I have attended all of the public meetings given be IDOT and INDOT and I am not satisfied with
how the public is being addressed. All of our questions have the same response, “the best management
practices are being done to address that”, and not to mention the famous phrase, “we are still studying
that”. Not one single question is answered at these public meetings. They are mostly a waste of our
time and as long as the study group is making them look professional they can walk away and say they
informed the public to the best of their ability. From the outside this appears true, however anyone
attending these meetings recognize that the public is not getting anything out of them. I am especially
disappointed with the INDOT representative in the April meeting. He was fumbling over his words and
did not directly answer any question. The representative from IDOT spoke up for the lack of knowledge
from INDOT. I truly hope the INDOT representative does not reflect the knowledge the state of Indiana
has on this project because if so we are in trouble. We do not appear to know very much about this
project in its entirety. Before we know it and without the public’s approval this group will be breaking
ground and building this road. Is that what it is going to take to get finally get answers? No wonder this
project has caused so much turmoil for our town. The taxpayers of the state of Indiana deserve better,
we deserve answers, and we deserve to have a say as to whether this toll road goes through!
Most importantly we the public are not ignorant; please treat us with the respect we deserve.
We realize our power and say in this matter means little as to whether or not this road will be built. We
do however have a right to voice our opinion and stand up for what we believe. We are overwhelmingly
in favor of the “NO BUILD” option. Has this option even been considered? Supposedly, this has gone
along through to the third tier of this study and not once has this option been discussed at any length. Is
“NO BUILD” really an option, or does it exist to appease the public while the study group keeps moving
forward with this project?
Negatives to Lake County/State of Indiana :
After doing research and reading articles about the proposed toll road I cannot come up with
one major benefit to our state. If anything this road will disrupt communities in its path and cause
more problems and funds to be addressed by these communities. The same communities who will be
forced to accommodate for a road they do not support.

Alleviating traffic is the number one driving force for this road. There is a prediction of 40,000
some trucks/car they think will travel this road daily. How can a study done on a freeway predict traffic
for a toll road? This is the same point mentioned earlier in the letter under my concerns.
These vehicles are going to I 65 and this leads us to the next negative. If you add another 40,000
trucks/cars on I 65 this will further back up traffic on this highway. Now not only will traffic be backed
up north of Rt 231 on 65 it will be backing up traffic south of 231 as well. I do not believe I 65 has the
capacity for this amount of traffic in its current state. In order for traffic to continue to flow off the toll
road to wherever it is going, Indiana has another project to tackle first, widening I 65; which results in
more money from taxpayers who do not support the toll road to begin with.
Another “positive” the study group presents to us is that the toll road will create more jobs.
They forgot to mention the types of jobs this road will attract. The most common establishments along
existing toll roads include gas stations, truck stops, and restaurants; all businesses that produce a
minimum wage jobs. Minimum wage jobs should not be a motivating factor to determine if this road is
built. As far as the jobs created for the trades needed to build this road are concerned, is there any
guarantee all these men/women being put to work will be Indiana residents? I would venture to say
probably not, therefore this toll road does not equate to more jobs for Indiana. Even if a large number
of the workers would be Indiana residents, this work is just temporary. Why not put all of the
men/women from Indiana to work on our existing roads, bridges, highways? This seems to be a more
logical way to spend our state’s resources.
There is such a term known as urban sprawl, which I believe depicts perfectly the future for
Lowell/Southern Lake County if in fact this road is built. Urban Sprawl‐ is a multifaceted concept
centered on the expansion of auto‐oriented, low‐density development. Topics range from the outward
spreading of a city and its suburbs to its logical limits, to low‐density and auto‐dependent development
on rural land, examination of impact of high segregation between residential and commercial uses, and
analysis of various design features to determine which may encourage car dependency. The term urban
sprawl generally has negative connotations due to the health, environmental, and cultural issues
associated with the phrase. Residents of sprawling neighborhoods tend to emit more pollution per
person and suffer more traffic fatalities. This is not a term to be taken haphazardly. Is this what we
want to become of the town of Lowell, or to the southern parts of Lake County? Before we realize there
will be very little farm land or rural towns left, the “city” will take over and make up the entire area
between Chicago and Indianapolis. When does progress become a negative notion? I believe it does in
this situation. Progress does not always mean more roads, more buildings, and more money. True
progress to me would mean preserving our state’s land and capitalizing on the attributes it already has.
And for Indiana, and/or Lowell to be more specific, this means preserving farm land and protecting small
businesses.
Environmental concerns. What happened to NIRPC’s 2040 plan to preserve NWI land and
correct existing establishments? Building this toll road would be going completely against the vision!
Money could be utilized to fix existing road conditions (including re‐paving and adding lanes) that would
make travel more favorable for the entire state as well as the “passing through” travelers from other
states. I am also concerned about water drainage from the toll road. My home is located at the lowest
point of our neighborhood and our pond receives drainage from all the surrounding properties. Most
importantly, my neighbors and I have well water. My neighborhood is unfortunately located ¼ a mile
from the proposed toll road. Can you guarantee me that no hazardous chemicals or drainage from the
road will contaminate my water or my pond? And if not, how will this issue be addressed? And how can

I be sure my water is safe for my family? These questions need to be answered before going forth with
the building of this road. In all, I do not believe environmental issues have been given enough attention
during the proposed toll road process. All the representatives of the study group tell us according to
the environmental concerns is that it is all being studied. I find it impossible to move forth with this
project if questions remain on the effect it will have on our environment.
Alternatives to the Illiana Toll Road:
Expanding current state highways‐ Route 2 (Lowell) and/or Route 10 (Roselawn) are already highly
traveled routes from west to east and support truck traffic. Expanding route 10 would be a more
favorable solution for a couple of reasons.
 The average speed limit for Rt. 10 is 55 MPH, the slowest the speed limit moves to is 45 MPH
through the town of Roselawn. This means a fast/steady moving east‐west route, especially for
semis and big diesel trucks.
 Rt. 10 is a state road that has little interruptions for through traffic, between 41 and 10 you have
one stop sign and one traffic light. Once again fluid moving traffic via this route.
 There are existing and up and coming truck stops already located on Rt 10 just east of the I65
on‐ ramp to accommodate travelers. And there is plenty of room for growth in this area as
well.
 There would no traffic build up on I65 due to the mileage between Roselawn and
Lowell/Roselawn and Fair Oaks averaging about 10‐12 miles each way. This would solve the I65
congestion issue the proposed Illiana toll road creates.
Re‐pave/Maintain side roads‐ This will improve travel from west to east for those who do not travel on
state highways or tolled roads.
Proposed highway through Snyder‐ I came across information that the town of Snyder was very
welcoming to this proposed highway, they want the growth. Why not reconsider a town that poses to
gain more from a road way compared to the town of Lowell which will suffer from the addition? Snyder
is located a little over 5 miles south of the proposed Illiana route; 5 miles would make a world of
difference for the town of Lowell. This alternative route needs to be studied in more depth.
I believe Indiana should allocate its funds on existing establishments rather than building additional
facilities to be maintained. The prime example is the city of Gary. Gary has plenty of room for growth
and restoration. Gary was once a beautiful city with lots of attraction and poise, and it has the potential
to be this city once again. Thousands of jobs will be generated with the rebuild of the city of Gary. It
will take support from surrounding communities and the state of Indiana to refurbish Gary. Why not
use our taxpayers’ money in places where it will directly benefit Indiana residents? Let’s rebuild Gary
and its airport so our state can reap the benefits of what we sow.
To sum everything up I believe the state of Indiana is not ready to support this Illiana toll road
project. Taxpayers still have many questions that need to be addressed and answered. There are too
many concerns about this project to move forward at this point in time. And most importantly, is there
any true benefit for the state of Indiana if this road goes through? Indiana needs to take a hard look at
how the decisions we make today affect the future of our state. I do not believe a project as large as
the proposed Illiana toll road should move forward until this study is scrutinized, all questions/concerns
are addressed appropriately, and the benefits for our state outweigh the costs.
It is only fair for the public to have a voice in this matter, thank for your time and consideration
for reading this letter.

Sincererly, A loyal Hoosier and a concerned taxpayer,
Meagan K. Ipema, DPT
NIRPC Response: This comment poses several questions that either NIRPC or INDOT were the best
equipped to answer. The following response is a combination of those efforts:
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires that all federal highway studies include
consideration of a No‐Build alternative in an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The No‐Build
alternative includes all other proposed transportation improvements which could be reasonably expected
to be in place by 2040 (except the Illiana Corridor ) and provides a baseline by which build alternatives
can be measured for how well they address the project’s Purpose and Need. There have been outcomes
of EISs in the past where the No‐Build alternative was selected.
The concessionaire who is awarded the P3 contract would be responsible to design, build, operate and
maintain the roadway for the length of the agreement.
INDOT is considering language in any potential P3 agreement that would encourage the concessionaire
to contract with emergency responders to provide specific emergency services along the highway. In
addition, the Illiana Corridor study has coordinated extensively with emergency responders and identified
the routes that are needed to be kept open to enable their continued ability to serve the area without
unacceptable delays.

Date
Tier One
Tier One
Tier One
Tier Two
Tier Two
Tier Two

Meeting
10 CPG Meetings
3 sets of Public Meetings, June 21 & 22nd, 2012 – 211 attended, December 13 & 14th,
2011, 244 attended, February 22 & 23rd, 2012 – 733 attended
1 set of Public Hearings, July 31st & August 1st, 2012 – 1,762 attended
4 CPG Meetings
2 sets of Public Meetings, April 16 & 18th, 2013 – 678 attended, June 17 & 18th , 2013 –
531 attended
LandOwner Meetings ‐ 850 people attended

Long‐range job figures in the Illiana study are not specifically for points along the corridor, but for the
entire study area through the year 2040. Those jobs are based on the improved access that the Illiana
would provide and the availability of developable land.
INDOT cannot require companies to hire only Indiana workers, but traditionally, most contractors do
employ local workers. INDOT is also including provisions for employment of Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise firms to help minority populations in the communities.
The incentive of private financing is not available for routine maintenance of state and local roads. There
are limited funds available on an annual basis to address only a portion of the maintenance and
replacement costs.
INDOT does not have control over land use policies. Local communities control what type of development
occurs within their borders and would be the agencies to control the development.

NIRPC staff have prepared an analysis of the Illiana project as it relates to consistency with our adopted
2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan.
Relative to the CRP environmental goal of Managed Growth that protects farmland, environmentally
sensitive areas and important ecosystems, staff findings are that construction of proposed Illiana
Expressway is inconsistent with a number of the objectives included under this goal. There is also a level
of uncertainty that centers on secondary impacts from future land use associated with its construction
that local municipalities will have to address.
The Illiana Corridor Tier Two Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will address all impacts to natural
and built resources, including groundwater resources, and will include sustainability opportunities for
enhancing these resources with wildlife crossings, native grass and tree planting, and stormwater Best
Management Practices (BMPs). A guiding principle of the project is to avoid impacting resources where
possible, to minimize impacts where they are unavoidable, and to provide appropriate mitigation for
impacted resources, in accordance with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA). Similar to
other situations on other roadways, a response process will be developed to deal with emergency
situations.
Different funding sources are being used for the Illiana project, including toll revenues and private sector
financing. These fund sources cannot be used for these types of projects.
Indiana will benefit from construction of the Illiana Corridor project in many ways. The studies indicate
the project will reduce the strain of truck traffic on local roads, thus improving safety, cutting commute
times and reducing congestion. It will also result in construction jobs and long‐term employment growth,
as well as increased economic output.

11/11/13
Dear Members of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission,
In the near future, NIRPC will be voting if the ILLIANA should be included in its 2040 plan. I ask that you
consider this. The Gary Airport is need of help. Spending dollars on a highway that benefits Illinois
won’t benefit this airport.
The Cline Avenue Bridge is still closed. Spending tax dollars on a highway that is an escape route for
Illinois while our roads remain closed is wrong and won’t help re‐open this bridge.
A recent analysis done by IDOT and Purdue University reported that the 7‐year project and $187 million
dollars spent on widening the Borman reduced more congestion than any other road in the State (The
Times August 13, 2013). Building another road to reduce traffic on the Borman is irresponsible
spending of tax dollars.
We need to concentrate on investing in our lake front communities. Developing around the Gary
Regional Airport will help bring down tax cap levels and reduce circuit breaker credits. That is

something our entire region can benefit with. I ask NIRPC to not include the ILLIANA in its 2040
comprehensive plan.
Yours truly,
Eldon Strong
Lake County Council, 7th District
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/11/13
Dear Sirs,
I have just read the letter that Harold Mussman has sent to you concerning the negative effects the
proposed Illiana Toll Road, if approved, would have not only on the corridor in Indiana, but, for
taxpayers across the state.
If you live and travel in northwest Indiana, or course you are aware of the congestion caused by
traffic. But, if you also look at the amount of truck traffic on the expressways versus the Indiana Toll
Road, it is quite obvious that the truckers are not taking and paying for tolls in favor of the non‐toll
roads.
Yes, this roadway would totally change the area. It would affect so many farms and agricultural
lands‐‐‐‐ some have been in families for generations. It also would affect the environment‐‐‐wet
lands, etc. As a resident of Lowell for the last 22‐1/2 years I am vehemently opposed to this road.
Who is going to end up paying the price for it financially? The taxpayers of Indiana. And, the town and
townships of Lowell. This really isn't an issue in Illinois as they are on the verge of bankruptcy as it is!!
Where is the greatest advantage? To the state of Illinois, NOT Indiana. Environmentally it would be
devastating to the corridor and surrounding areas‐‐‐‐ pollution would also include noise, light, dirt,
fumes. I cannot imagine rails running beside the road, also‐‐‐‐as stated in The Times on the Forum page
of Sunday, 11/10/13.
We had an idea about the rails‐‐‐‐not because INDOT has been truthful and forth‐coming, but, because
people read about it in the Trains magazine‐‐‐‐how sad is that??
I have attended 3 of the 4 meetings in Lowell. The format was a joke. There are many, many people
from this area who are intelligent and able to speak for themselves and on behalf of others with the
same opinions. But, we were not given the chance. Instead our questions had to be written down and
handed to a representative of INDOT (I believe). That representative was unable to even read back
many of the questions. And, of course, the questions read back were selected by the representative. So,
much time was wasted with no real results. No wonder the people being affected were exasperated.
There could have been questions fielded from those in attendance with a time limit to question those
representing this plan.

I truly believe that if you approve this plan, it will be a debacle financially‐‐‐‐not only for those of us in
the corridor area, but, for all taxpayers in the state of Indiana. And, as you are probably aware, Lake
County certainly has no money to waste. The expense to all of us far outweighs any gain. The
contractors will be chosen from Illinois as the construction is to begin in Illinois. They will probably keep
all the same employees to work the whole project, so there will be very few workers chosen from
Indiana for construction. Then as far as growth to the area‐‐‐‐‐ perhaps some part‐time, low paying jobs
only. The growth to the area can be the same without the Illiana.
Thank you for your consideration,
Amanda White
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/12/13
Dear NIRPC,
Was RT 10 considered in this study, plenty of truck traffic already. The truckers use this now, do you
think they will drive a longer distance north to pay a toll to get to the same destination?
Thank you for your time, I trust you will do what is beneficial to INDIANA.
Michael Moniak
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/12/13
NIRPC members;
The Illiana Tollway is a bad idea for northwest Indiana's future in so many ways that I don't want to list
all of them and take up too much of your time. A lot of them lead back to the same things anyway.
NIRPC is charged with the task of doing what's best for the whole region as far as what's going to work
well in what areas. It points back to the same conclusion. This will do nothing but steer business away
from northern Lake and Porter counties while helping build Illinois's intermodal business and further
plans of building an airport at Peotone that will effectively put the Gary airport out of business.
We need to redevelop our northern communities back to the strong economic power that they once
were. We don't need to use up a lot of taxpayer dollars to build a tollway that will draw commerce away
from the areas that we are trying to redevelop.
You already have an award winning 2040 plan. Please don't ruin it by including the Illiana Tollway in it.
Respectfully,
Ed Linden
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/12/13
NIRPC board members;
Every Indiana taxpayer will pay for the Illiana Tollway. Every town council member, township trustee,
county commissioner and Mayor in Lake, Porter and LaPorte counties will be affected by the Illiana.
The Illiana will reduce traffic on 80/94 by only 2.2%. It will put 7,700 MORE vehicles on U.S. 41 and 5,000
MORE vehicles on I‐65 per day! All the extra vehicles on U.S. 41 and I‐65 will require major costly road
improvements to resurface and add additional lanes, not to mention long term, continuous,
maintenance costs. This effects EVERY Indiana resident whether you live in Lake, Porter or LaPorte
county or southern Indiana. Instead of your taxes and federal money fixing roads in your community,
you will pay to improve and maintain the roads effected by a privately owned Illiana Toll Road. This
effects everybody!
As mentioned during NIRPC's transporation meeting April 9th, there is a $74 million shortfall for already
approved road and bridge projects in northwest Indiana. We are moving from $64 million down to $26
million in federal funding.
The Illiana corridor study presentation on April 9th showed truck trips will increase by 193% and there
will be 47,000 daily intermodal truck trips by 2040. It is the existing and proposed Illinois based
intermodals that would be using the Illiana.
The Illiana corridor study presenters stated there would be a 200% population growth by 2040. NIRPC's
own numbers don't agree with that. The U.S. Census shows Lake County lost more residents in 2012
than any other Indiana County. The Illiana presenters did finally admit that the population growth was
on the Illinois side, not Indiana!
There is no benefit to Indiana to justify our cost and our permanent land desecration if the Illiana toll
road is approved. It is not Indiana's population increase. It is not Indiana's intermodals. Indiana and
Illinois have existing roads that can be improved to aid Illinois' traffic problems. NIRPC's own 2040 plan
saw no need for an Illiana.
Please realize the cost to every county, town or city you represent and vote NO ILLIANA.
Respectfully,
Ed & Sandy Linden
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/12/13
Members of the NIRPC,

My name is Ryan Jandura and I purchased a home 3 years ago in unincorporated Will County, IL, to
settle my young family into. We purchased a home amid vast farm fields and a small array of custom
built homes on a few acres of land to enjoy the serenity of the "outskirts" of town. It was my dream to
live away from the hustle and bustle of urban areas where my children could grow up riding horses,
dirtbikes and four wheelers. My wife and I had saved for our whole life to be able to afford this dream.
As you know, the crooked politicians in our lovely state of Illinois have once again let down the ones
who elected them into office. Lies, betrayal, and propaganda of false enrichment are what they have
done to get approval from one leg of the CMAP to push this project forward. (Remember, the first
committee voted NO against it, along with the Mayor of Chicago.)
I am not a politician, I am not a rich businessman or investor. I am a blue collar middle class worker who
makes a living as a firefighter with a wife and two children. Your committee is our last hope that
someone will listen to the voices of the people who, in my humble opinion, should have some kind of
say in this matter, and not to the corporate greedy few who have the finances to push politicians to
support this for their own financial gain.
Homes will be lost, farmland forever changed into asphalt, increase in pollution from vehicles and noise,
and the loss of a small community who once enjoyed rural peace and quiet.
I noticed on your page that you had over 62 pages of signatures from people like myself, those directly
affected by this, that are against this road. Since the decision makers in the state of Illinois will not listen
to our pleas, I can only hope and pray that your committee will put aside the demands of the rich to
support the voices of the meager.
With all due respect and sincerity,
Ryan Jandura
Resident, Wilmington, IL.
Future neighbor of the proposed Illiana nightmare.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/12/13
Dear NIRPC Committee Members,
Please vote no for Illiana Toll Road. This public/private partnership will be backed by the taxpayers.
I65 has been around for a LONG time and there is not one manufacturing plant at the intersection.
If the State of Indiana wants to invest in a long term plan to better the region it would much better to
support the northern half of the county where it's needed.
Sincerely,
Dan Blankenship
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/12/13
I am a Lowell resident and am asking that you please vote no to the Illiana tollway.
There is nothing good that will come out of building this road but will take away farm fields, ruin our
environment and cut‐off streets.
Please save our environment by voting no and by keeping my road open where I ride my bike.
Thank you,
Evonne Mason
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/13/13
Please vote NO to the tollway. When will you realize that the tollway is too far south in Illinois for the
truckers to use! And the last thing they will do is pay to drive on it anyway!
Katherine Spangler
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/13/13
We do not want the Illiana Expressway to come through our town. There are better alternatives! Go
south of Lowell.
Mark Sepko
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/13/13
Gentleman and Ladies of the NIRPC Commission
May I reminded the NIRPC Commission members of the very guidelines that were expressly used to
adopt the 2040 plan. These guidelines are taken directly from your own web site.
* Supporting Urban Reinvestment
* Ensuring Environmental Justice
* Protecting Natural Resources and minimizing Impact to Environmental Features
* Integrating Transportation and Land Use to Improve Mobility and Job Accessibility
These are the very statements that NIRPC used to develop the 2040 Plan for our region. You can argue
that this plan does provide for integration of transportation for the region in the last statement but I ask
“At what cost?” This should only be a part of your decision on this matter. Not any one of these
guidelines should take precedence over the other. Providing for transportation issues that Illinois has is
not part of this statement and should not be part of this plan. Sure no one can dispute any new road
could improve traffic mobility…..But again I ask at what cost? In my opinion this 47 mile proposed
“Highway to Nowhere” will have a much greater long term negative impact to the South Lake County
area than any short term benefit that has been put on the table. Will growth happen after a Toll Road?
I’m sure it will. Can you measure how much more or less growth would have happened without it? No,
there are too many variables. You can only guess. If your wrong by then it’s obviously too late.

Let’s take a look at your own guidelines “Supporting Urban Development”. What part of South Lake
County is considered Urban? The three Townships in which this highway is proposed to be built occupies
approx. 180 sq. miles of Lake County. This is over one third of the entire County and in my opinion is far
from being considered Urban or even Suburban for that matter. I can only deduce from your statement
that you refer to the Real Urban areas or the northern portions of this County. Our three townships are
the definition of Rural if there ever was one. So please support investment in the Urban areas and we
will all be better for it.
“Ensuring Environmental Justice” What exactly is Environmental Justice? I get the feeling it’s after the
fact. After the original plan fails and the guesses were wrong. It would then become necessary to
ensure justice is served. How do you plan on Ensuring Environmental Justice? Let’s not wait for a
negative outcome. Ensure that we will not need to fight for justice. Vote NO
“Protecting Natural Resources and Minimizing Impacts to environmental Features” This guideline is my
assurance that my residents, our land, our economy and our lifestyle will be protected by this very plan.
What measures will you take to protect natural resources such as farmland and farming? Yes I believe
this is one of our natural resources. If you don’t agree that’s fine it will still be impacted. A great many of
our 180 sq. miles is farmland. Farming generates millions of dollars a years to our economy. How will
you ensure this highway will not have an impact on this? I don’t think you can. How will you protect the
marshes and waterways that cross this area? It’s nearly impossible to protect us from an environmental
hazard that could develop due to, not only the construction of this highway but a catastrophe involving
one of the hundreds of thousands of freight vehicles that are estimated to travel it. Not to mention the
recent possible addition of a rail line paralleling this highway. The residents of these townships are here
for a reason. We make our home here because of the lifestyle it offers. How can you Protect and Ensure
that will not be impacted? Vote NO
South Lake County has endured the recent levy freeze just like all of the rest of Lake County. We have all
suffered and cut back to keep our heads above water. Unfortunately our Ambulance Service and area
Volunteer Fire Depts. continue to struggle. With twelve miles of super highway and possible railway
proposed to become part of our responsibility the impact will be devastating. I have been involved in
discussion with all surrounding EMS services with the Illiana Planning Group. The Planning Group has
listened but offered few if any possible answers. Our EMS Services are funded by our township tax
payers. How can you minimize or eliminate the impact of this? Simple. Vote NO
Respectfully
Craig Earley
VP Lowell Town Council
NIRPC Response: One of the fundamental environmental justice principles of the federal government is:
“To avoid, minimize, or mitigate disproportionately high and adverse human health and environmental
effects, including social and economic effects, on minority populations and low‐income populations.
Environmental justice is based around the idea that, though the investments made as a result of the
Comprehensive Regional Plan will impact different communities in varying ways, benefits and burdens
should be fairly distributed across all communities, including areas with high concentrations of low‐
income and minority populations. NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in
this process.

11/15/13

I'm asking for your vote to accept the Illiana expressway. Please vote to add it to the future NIRPC
building plan. We need the good jobs that it will provide now and for many years to come.
Duane Brettmann
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/15/13
I'm writing you to ask that you vote FOR the new Expressway. It will provide many good paying jobs for
Hoosiers for years to come.
Thank you
Duane Brettmann
IUOE local 150
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/16/13
Dear NIRPC members: I am a lifelong resident of Lowell, IN. I am vehemently against building the Illiana
Tollway! Please reject adding the Illiana to your 2040 Plan. There are many viable suggestions and
alternatives that have been put forth that would better serve the taxpayers, communities, and
environment and preserve our precious farmland. Our fire and emergency services are already at their
limits and adding this tollway would be devastating to our community and innocent citizens will die
because they won't receive help on time. How can you justify putting 12 miles of concrete through our
farm fields?? Once it's done it's too late forever ‐ irreversible damage and regret. You will be taking
away people's livelihoods that have been in their families for generations and hopefully future
generations for jobs that will be temporary while you will be destroying and taking away thousands of
very important jobs on our farms and ruining families lives forever. Hope you can live with that! It's
common knowledge there will be many negative impacts and no benefits for Indiana, except for a few
"special interests"!! Follow your 2040 Plan and revitalize the existing infrastructures along Lake
Michigan and the North county and make NW Indiana thrive once again! Don't vote for urban sprawl
and let the northern cities deteriorate even more. They will thrive with proper planning. Don't let this
travesty (Illiana TOLLroad) be your legacy. I pray "this" planning commission has the INTEGRITY to not
cave to the politically motivated bullying and intimidation and PLEASE vote NO to including the Illiana to
your 2040 Plan.
Thank you so much for hearing me out. Do the right thing.
Gayle Schulfer
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/18/13
To the Members of NIRPC,
First let me say that I am completely AGAINST the building of the proposed toll road titled the Illiana
Expressway. I have chosen to give reasons as a response to two quotes taken from Mr. Keith Benman's

Northwest Indiana Time article from November 9th, 2013 covering the Public Comment Open House at
the NIRPC office. I have included the link and text from the article below.
"The 2040 Regional Plan's lead goals are rejuvenating northern urban centers and creating livable
communities throughout the region."
The Illiana Expressway, a toll road, follows neither of these "lead goals". This will divided and destroy an
already livable town, and do nothing to rejuvenate the cities to the north. It will create an Indiana by‐
pass. It will bring no business to Indiana only Illinois; destroy valuable farmland and natural resources;
put even more stress on two already strained emergency services, as well as the local state, county, and
town police forces; and all of Lake County and the rest of the state will pay for this toll road when the
investors will not be able to recoup nor profit from it. It is also much more apparently linked to the
building of Peotone Airport, because of its inclusion on the map NIRPC handed out at the Nov. 5th public
comment open house in Lowell (labeled as the South Suburban Airport). With a direct route to this
airport, the Gary Airport would never be given the chance to develop to its fullest.
Additionally, the Illiana has two piggy‐backed items: a double rail line running along side the Illiana,
which is in a pre‐study phase, and a widening of I‐65 from Rt. 30 to Rt. 2 to be included in the vote.
While the rail line is not yet a voting matter, the others need to and should be viewed as separate issues
to vote on rather than lumping them together.
This last reason and INDOT's call for investors, who have until Jan. 10th to place bids to be on a short
list, before the votes by NIRPC are held on Dec. 3rd and 12th raises serious questions about what is
going on behind closed doors. All of this implies that the vote is already locked in favor of building the
Illiana Expressway, rather than listening to anything that has been said by NIRPC constituents, State
Representative Rick Niemeyer and other local politicians, Sierra Club Dunesland Group, Izaak Walton
League, several other conservation groups, and CMAP's staff report.
"It's not whether we like it or not," [Geof] Benson said of the proposed 47‐mile expressway. "It's whether
it fits with the 2040 plan we adopted."
Mr. Benson, you and the other the NIRPC members, have been given numerous reasons of why it does
not fit by conservation groups, citizens, local politicians, and studies. The vote needs to be a resounding
"NO" to the proposed Toll Road because it does not conform to the award‐winning plan.
Gina Hathaway
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/18/13
Dear INDOT members ‐

Please spare Illinoisans from the negative effects of more pollution from the proposed Illiana
expressway. The most educated scientists from around the world, including those at MIT, have
determined that airborne pollutants (including vehicle exhaust) can cause cancer in humans.
Cleanup & restoration, in our area, HAS JUST BEGUN, and it is nonsensical to create even more
pollution, in addition to that which is currently being cleaned. One step forward and one step back
equals ZERO!!
Recently restored areas, such as Cedar Lake, IN & Midewin Natl. Prairie, need to be maintained in order
to protect human & wildlife; to secure our own watershed & food supplies and provide
healthy recreation.
The current route of the Illiana is a deliberate attempt to destroy all of that for the people of
Northeastern IL & Northwestern IN!
I sincerely hope that you will show us more consideration when voting, in a few days.
Thank You,
Joy Knobloch
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/18/13
Dear INDOT Members ‐
Please spare Illinoisans from the negative effects of more pollution from the proposed Illiana
expressway. The most educated scientists from around the world, including those at MIT, have
determined that airborne pollutants (including vehicle exhaust) can cause cancer in humans. Illinois also
stores more ACTIVE nuclear waste than any other state.
Cleanup & restoration, in our area, HAS JUST BEGUN, and it is nonsensical to create even more
pollution, in addition to that which is currently being cleaned. One step forward and one step back
equals ZERO!! For those of us who live near a colony of functioning nuclear facilities, it could turn into
ground zero!
Recently restored areas, such as Cedar Lake, IN & Midewin Natl. Prairie, need to be maintained in order
to protect human & wildlife; to secure our own watershed & food supplies and
provide healthy recreation.
The current route of the Illiana is a deliberate attempt to destroy all of that for the people of
Northeastern ILL & Northwestern IN!
I sincerely hope that you will show us more consideration when voting, in a few days.
Thank You,
Joy Knobloch

NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/18/13
Dear committee member(s),
As a resident of Lake County (Munster), I would like to express my opposition to the proposed tollway.
Although I do agree there is a need for auxiliary east/west thoroughfares, I disagree with the current
proposal. There are several alternatives such as widening current roads, reconfigure intersections along
US 30 to alleviate pile‐up, and other creative solutions as well. To the casual observer it appears to be a
direct route to yet another pie‐in‐the‐sky project, the proposed Peotone airport. It is up to you
committee members to uphold the wishes of the people. Private investors and politicians aside, focus
on what is good for the area and the true impact of a seldom traveled tollroad. In a time when the views
of minorities sway public opinion, I urge you now to vote with me against this project which will only
raise taxes on all of us.
Thank you for your consideration,
Daniel Peck
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/19/13
Dear Commissioners of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission:
In 2008, hundreds of diverse, interested people gathered in Merrillville, Indiana to begin to work to
create a plan to guide how the region will develop in the years leading to the year 2040. Meetings
ensued over the next three years to gather ideas to build a better region into the future. With public,
business, and planning input, the Northern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) ultimately
wrote and its Board of Directors unanimously approved the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (CRP) in
June 2011.
According to the 2040 CRP Summary, “The award winning 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan is the first
plan with a comprehensive vision for sustainable growth and development of Lake, Porter and LaPorte
Counties.” The Plan recognizes the problems of sprawl, especially diluting the problem of declining
investment in already developed urban areas, causing their decay, as well as the deterioration of rural
areas by poorly planned development. It’s a great plan, but a Plan is only a beginning.
The PROOF of the Plan, and the final judgment will be rendered on how well the plan is implemented.
Was the plan recognized as offering a new path with real solutions, or were its priorities disregarded to
continue a path of reckless sprawl? Two years after adoption of the plan, the Indiana Department of
Transportation and the Illinois Department of Transportation have requested NIRPC “amend” the Plan
to include the Illiana Tollway, planned to be built far south of existing development, exactly on the type
of land that was to be protected: productive prime farmland and open space “that supports native
species, maintains natural ecological processes, protects air and water resources and contributes to the
health and resiliency of the region”.

The plan was written by a diverse group of people who live in the region and are interested in building a
better, sustainable future. INDOT and IDOT, and other supporters of the Illiana have their own agendas.
More highways eventually mean more highway miles driven, more road construction and maintenance,
higher budgets and salaries for those overseeing the departments, and BIGGER government and more
taxes. Enough is enough. Do new highways make for balanced budgets? Illinois certainly doesn’t have
the answers and their Governor admits his idea includes building the Peotone airport. Job numbers have
been inflated, and the cost of the highway most likely underestimated. What is certain is that investors
will only be interested in paying for this only if they are guaranteed a healthy return. How can anyone
even consider voting in favor of this 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan trashing idea without knowing
the details? Forty million dollars of taxpayer money has already been spent, which would have been
better spent on reinvestment in existing infrastructure.
This brings up another point. Many promoting the Illiana, such as representatives of INDOT and writers
for newspapers such as the Northwest Indiana Times, are paid to attend meetings and develop
propaganda to support the project. Most citizens that worked to help write the 2040 Comprehensive
Regional Plan took their own time to attend meetings to build a sustainable future, and were not paid
for their time. Some of the biggest supporters of this plan look to make big profits, even as the rest of us
pay the price of sprawl and money is diverted away from urban areas and existing population centers.
Many jobs will be created redesigning and reinvesting in our urban areas, and will improve more lives, as
well as distribute dollars where people already are living. Building new highways creates jobs, but
investing money in ways supportive of the plan creates jobs, too. Sprawl promotes sprawl. Already
people are trying to promote a new rail line following the footprint of the Illiana, farther up into LaPorte
County, bordered by warehouses along miles of its tracks, through green space. The warehouses would
be built on land in rural areas, consuming that land and requiring even more infrastructure and services
over larger areas. Warehouses consume large areas of land per job, and eventually these jobs will
become fewer and fewer because of automation. Building new is cheaper than redesigning and
repurposing, yes, but more businesses and people will move from already existing areas, and more
resources would be required. If there was an unlimited supply of land and resources, and no pollution,
there would be no problem with growth for growth’s sake, or sprawl, but there are real physical
restraints.
It is difficult for a Regional Planning Commission to reject a highway that has been promoted so strongly
by the Indiana Department of Transportation and strongly supported by the Governor. However,
amending the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan to include a new four lane Toll road through green
space, completely disregards the priorities of the plan. The plan offers solutions to create jobs and lead
us to a better future in the year 2040. Amending the plan to include reckless ideas that are not fitting
with the priorities of the plan is a rejection and abandonment of the plan.
Voters will examine your vote regarding amending the Plan to include the Illiana Tollway. Building the
Illiana will drain resources and more population from existing communities and the northern areas of
the region. Voters put in time and effort to assist in offering their ideas to assist to write a plan that will
improve the lives of people in the region. Please say no to INDOT and IDOT and DO NOT vote to amend

the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan to include the Illiana expressway. It will be difficult to vote no,
and there most likely will be political pressure from proponents. However, I ask you to begin the difficult
decisions regarding how best to implement the plan and build a better future for the region and our
children.
Respectfully,
Julia Roesler
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/19/13
The ILLIANA EXPRESSWAY will hurt our agricultural food production. In the TIMES on Sunday, NOV. 17th,
it talked about "LAKE CO. farmland sells for $10.4M at auction". Land averaged, $8,277.00 per acre,
which is up 17.3% from last year. Now IDOT wants to buy up farms and prime farmland, that we can
never get back. Also an article fro WILLIAM HATHWAY that the numbers do not add up for ILLIANA. I
agree with him that JOBS numbers where inflated, COST was low, SHORTFALL will be cost tax payers
1.1BILLION dollars, Traffic will be low, ECONOMIC growth unsubstantiated, ENVIRONMENT and
AGRICULTURAL will have a negative impact. The FINANCIAL RISK is to great for INDIANA. Low benefit to
INDIANA will only hurt THE TOWN OF LOWELL and that makes no sense! This information is supported
by STAFF REPORT FOR CMAP, REPORT FROM MPC, TRANSPORT POLITIC, OPENLANDS and CRAINS. From
TIMES articles, IDOT and STATES act like NIRPC has already voted yes for ILLIANA. Don't let politics get
involved, like it did with CMAP, vote what is right for INDIANA, not ILLINIOS. Going east of I‐65,
PORTER COUNTY voted NO for ILLIANA, and we need your votes to help us west of I‐65 stop
ILLIANA .
THANK YOU!
Lloyd and Diann Sherwood
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/19/13
Dear NIRPC,
Your "Growth and Revitalization Vision" states that you "recognize the possible increase of a
approximately 170,000 people in the next 30 years."
I ask this fine organization to please explain how the first statement in support of your vision is the
expectation that the area will add an additional 170,000 people over the next 30 years when Census
Data states that the population of Lake County has decreased from 513,269 in 1960 to 496,005 in 2010.
That is a 50 year timeline that shows ZERO POPULATION GROWTH.
I did not present the Census Data of Porter or LaPorte Counties as they are not impacted by the
proposed Illiana Project. In fact, Porter County voted against the project.

Are you using the same actuaries that continually overestimate the rate of return to purposefully
understate unfunded pension obligations?
I urge the NIRPC to vote this absurd idea down. We don't need additional roads, we need better built
roads and bridges.
Thanks,
Wayne T. Bartelmann, Jr.
NIRPC Response: The population growth projected in the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan is for all
three counties in the NIRPC region (Lake, Porter, and LaPorte), not just Lake County.
INDOT was asked to respond to the question in this comment. Their response follows: The states will
each have a P3 advisor, experienced in transportation infrastructure P3s in the United States.

11/19/13
As an addendum to the previous email, regarding the tremendous support for the Illiana: The Illinois
Economic Policy Institute (ILEPI) would also like to notify NIRPC that The Times of Northwest Indiana
conducted an unscientific online poll on whether the Illiana Expressway should be built. As of 3:00pm CT
on 11/18/2013, the results of that poll were 486 yes (69.9%) and 209 no (30.1%). A snapshot of these
results is attached, and an up‐to‐date link can be found here. While this is just an online poll, the votes
are at least suggestive of overall public support for the project.
I again appreciate the opportunity to comment on this important project for both Indiana and Illinois.
FRANK MANZO IV, M.P.P.
Policy Director
Illinois Economic Policy Institute
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/19/13
NEED OR WANT
YES, we understand the construction industry wants to build things.
YES, it creates jobs (temporary);
BUT, we will have to make up the difference when it doesn’t live up to it’s potential
The proposed Illiana Tollway have kept this construction industry in jobs (studies and engineering) for
approximately four (4) years at a cost to the taxpayers well over $40million And after sitting in all four
PowerPoint presentations to sell the toll road, they have failed to prove a need for a toll road. By their
own studies the road would only reduce traffic on the Borman by 2.4 percent. At first we were told that
it was about cross traffic; then later that was dismissed because information later proved there wasn't

as much as anticipated. Then we were informed that it was because of "truck traffic" from an
intermodal facility in Wilmington, Illinois and Elwood, Illinois. The Chicago Tribune (Sunday, August 25,
2013). had an article about the City of Elwood, Illinois suing the intermodal companies for over
exaggerating "expectations now...are a fantasy". They are suing a tax incentive financing deal that was
supposed to net them profits; instead it netting them losses. Which means higher taxes and crowed
local streets. Last, but not least, we were informed that this tollway would feed the Peotone Airport
which has been dead in the water for approximately 30 years, of which they are trying to revive it.
LET'S BUILD INDIANA!
Senator Rick Niemeyer has introduced a Senate Bill #585 which would study the international airport at
Gary, Indiana, a Lake Michigan water port, and a trauma center. This would bring permanent jobs to
Indiana. Other considerations, like South Shore services to Lowell and Valparaiso (right away already in
place); this would relieve congestions from roads. Also, widening of Route 10 to four lanes is already in
place and would parallel the proposed tollway.
Why are we building a feeder road to Illinois? Remember, to fund this road, you have to prove NEED,
not WANT ‐ KEEP MONEY IN INDIANA! VOTE NO
Sincerely,
James A. Cizmar
NIRPC Response: The Illiana is meant to serve longer‐distance auto and truck traffic, with the goal of
lowering congestion on local roads and in the I‐80 corridor.

11/19/13
To the members of NIRPC, I would like to take this opportunity to express my opposition of the Illiana
Tollroad.
First I am very saddened that we are at this point that we have to beg for our homes and farmland. We
are just the little people going against politicians who really do not care.. They are only looking at how it
can benefit them. It would really be nice if someone could have the heart to listen to what the people
are saying. How did Porter County get their way of opposing it to going further than just 65, like INDOT
initially wanted it to.
We have been lied to about the reason for this Tollroad. We were initially told it was to relieve
congestion on 80/94, nothing was said about these trucking warehouses in Illinois until they were
pushed into a corner since the congestion theory on 80/94 did not make sense to put it that far south.
They rarely had any answers to our questions in the meetings for example were there going to be sound
barriers, etc, stating they would have to see if it would be a problem...Hello!!! Have these people even
been out to see where this road is going. It will be right in some people's back yard in the country where
it is quiet and sound travels. I live a little over a mile from 41 and I can hear the traffic on a clear day.

I moved to Lowell, IN 20 years ago to live in a country area that was peaceful. Some of us give up the
luxuries that you would get in a more populated area to live in peace. We overlook having to have a
septic and well, to live on roads that are last to get plowed, to have to pay more for homeowners
because we do not have access to fire hydrant, for it to take longer for police to arrive, etc. All to be able
to have our little piece of Quiet.
Now they are planning to build a Concrete Monster right in our backyards. I am not one of the
unfortunate ones losing my home, but I am one of the unfortunate one that has to live by it. Now were
are not only looking at losing our beautiful country atmosphere, we are looking at losing land and home
value...Many of us have worked hard at our jobs most of our lives to have the quality of life that we
have. Now in a blink of an eye, that is going to be taken away from us. The last tax assessments prove
that, our land values have gone down, and that is only the start. We are going to have a hard time selling
our homes, who is going to want to live right next to a noisy, truck polluted Tollroad. And not to even
mention the environmental impact of this road, which has been brought up numerous times, again no
one seems to care.
And what saddens me the most is the ones who are losing their home and farmland and business to this
nightmare. Homes that are 100 years old, that have been in families for generation. Why are the
trucking terminals the real reason this road is being built more important than people’s homes,
farmlands, and business's. You have to ask that question, is it the almighty dollar someone is going to be
pocketing. And yes everyone is aware that this will help the Peotone Airport to go forward, again this is
in Illinois not Indiana.
I live in this area, so I know where most of the trucks travel East and West to 65. Rt #10, which has been
brought up to utilize instead of the money going for the Illiana, or utilizing the old RT#2 a little further
south in Schneider that has expressed they would like to have it go there. But that is not what INDOT
wants, maybe it's too much of an inconvenience to them, or might cost more money. They are not the
ones who are going to have to live by the Illiana or lose their homes, or be put out in any way, so why
would they care. And to put more of a burden on 65 both north and south with more semi‐traffic than
there is already if unbelievable and dangerous.
Now for the point of this going to the taxpayers if there is not enough funding is almost a joke. Why
again was that not stated a long time ago when they started this. If more people knew about this there
would be an uproar, but it has been kept pretty quiet. And most people are afraid to go against it going
the B3 Corridor Route, because they do not want it to change and go another Route closer by their
homes. So now we also have to pay for a tollroad we do not want. And who is going to make up for the
taxes to the counties for the people who are losing their homes, farmland and business's, and the lower
land assessments.
They are literally splitting our town of Lowell in half, not going on one side or the other but down the
middle. This is really going to make the emergency response time unreal, especially having volunteer
Fire Dept. Some of the North and South Roads are going to be closed. There is also an exit and entrance
ramp on 41, what I would like to know who is going to pay for all the additional road work on 41 from
the Semi and increased traffic. This stretch of road is not in the greatest condition as it is, does not seem

to be enough money except to patch a lot of these roads. And who is going to foot the bill for a stop
light at every intersection on 41 where cars now have to cross to medians to get on 41, for instance
151st, 165th, etc. If there is more traffic on 41 this will need to be done or there will be a lot of deaths.
Is the trucking terminals going to pay for all of these added expenses, or the private funders, or the
taxpayers? But again these are just little things that INDOT cannot be bothered with. Someone needs to
be pro‐active on a lot of these issues and not wait until the fall out occurs and then you have even more
problems that cannot be undone.
I for one am not opposed to change and growth for the better. However this whole scenario just does
not make any sense? Most people I have spoken to stated yes it would be nice to have a better road
going east and west, however when I tell them it is a TOLLROAD, not and EXPRESSWAY like all the
papers make it out to be, they say forget it they are not going to pay the tolls!!!!
And for all of these people who are for this project, are any of them losing their home, farmland,
business, etc. or have to live right next to it. The answer to that would be NO, because if they were in
that position, they would oppose this project. It will not create long term jobs in Indiana, and will just
put more of a burden on the taxpayers.
Thank you for your time in reading this, and I do hope you read all of these comments. You are probably
our only chance in turning this around, and please put yourselves in our situations.
Please listen to what the people are saying, since no one else seems to want to listen. This will not
benefit Indiana in any way, and we are not Illinois. Most of us have moved from Illinois for these
reasons. And I do not believe it is fair to be bullied by other politicians. Please vote NO for the people.
Respectfully
Tina Orsi
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/19/13
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen of NIRPC,
I would like to express my concerns of the Illiana Tollroad. The loss of valuable fourth generation
farmland! I feel if you are to build this road without investments and it sits in the taxpayers
responsibilities, you need to look at it as a warranty issue! If you put money out for an item and you
know it will not work, then don't buy it plain and simple! Don't use taxpayer money as credit card
money! You will destroy this area by building this road! We all know there is more behind the scenes
with this! Please think before you vote, I am totally against this road!
Dean Bunte
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/20/13
Dear NIRPC Representative,
I am personally against the addition of another toll way in Indiana because we do not need it. We
already have I 94 (free) and I 80 (toll) to run trucks east to west and west to east between Illinois and
Indiana.
Specifically, why I’m against the Illiana: 1) A new toll way will contribute to suburban sprawl and loss of
our interconnected green space and generational family farms; 2) Funds would be better invested in
public transit systems for NW Indiana to take vehicles off our highways; 3) Encouragement of economic
development further south will leave our urban cities hugging Lake Michigan empty and decaying.
The 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan is the voice of the people and their leaders, and should be
considered as sacred as our Declaration of Independence and Bill of Rights. It is not something to be
changed due to some short‐sighted whim of the times. Please uphold and protect the original award‐
winning community‐based vision of and for our communities!
Gratefully,
Nancy Moldenhauer
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/20/13
To Whom it may Concern,
I am a long time resident of Lowell and wanted to express my concerns regarding the toll road. My one
major concern aside from uprooting families who have lived in the area for decades is the ability for
emergency personnel to respond to emergencies on the toll road. With few on/off ramps the response
time for emergency personnel will be delayed and could possibly cause unnecessary loss of life or limb.
The chances of this occurring are just as likely as the chance for an accident on I‐65. This is something
that can be avoided. I just do not feel that the risk is worth the reward. Thank you for hearing my
concerns.
Sincerely,
Danielle Lewis
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
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I wish to register my strong opposition to the Illiana.
The information that has been published in regards to the need for this road, the projected use, the
costs, the number of jobs it would create have been contradictory to the point that it seems deceitful.

Decisions are moving forward before vital information is obtained. Here’s a specific example, the B3
route was chosen largely based on having the lowest cost and the least constructability challenges. This
estimate was done based on closing off access to nine roads in Lowell. The powers that be were told by
many that closing the majority of those roads is not possible due to the fragmented roads in Lowell and
unincorporated Lowell. How on God’s green earth can construction costs be determined without
knowing how many over or under passes are needed? Of the nine roads originally slated to close, six of
them are now to remain open if the Illiana moves forward. I’m no rocket scientist, but six over or
underpasses surely would significantly add to the cost. I’m dumbfounded that construction cost were
calculated with this type of information, there is no possible way they can be accurate and decisions are
being made based on them? This just adds to the certainty that the data on this project is so incomplete
that the integrity of any of it can be trusted.
And, B3 over B4, seriously? Sure, lets bi‐sect a community and school district leaving two miles on the
north side of an expressway instead of running it a bit south around it entirely. Let’s make that decision
based on the fact that B4 would need to be two miles longer than B3 and the ignorance of realizing B3
requires six over/underpasses.
I’m also frustrated beyond measure how the displacements were considered. I think it is imperative
when considering displacement that one does not consider merely the number; but also the feasibility
for those displaced to find a comparable setting, property and residence to relocate. The homes in my
area are situated on 3‐20 acres; this will not be easy to replicate elsewhere, not to mention the farm
land that would be lost. I don’t mean to sound insensitive, but ‘cookie cutter’ subdivisions on ¼ lots are
everywhere. While more people may be displaced in denser areas, relocation options are vastly more
abundant. If this roadway gets built, it’s roughly the same number of miles for all proposed corridors,
period. The number of acres lost to this road are the same irregardless of how many people are
landowners of them.
I also feel very strongly that if this roadway moves forward that it will denigrate our entire region, what
if any benefits are worth the cost of that?
Thank you for your consideration of my views, I’m urging you to vote against this roadway.
Laurie Long
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to the question in this comment. Their response follows:
Construction of underpasses and overpasses are being considered in the study process and have been
factored into the project cost estimates.
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Please vote no I feel like we've been sold out to big corporations I totally can't believe that 12 miles of a
tollway could bring any money or business to Indiana we should be fixing what we have to bring the
money here. It feels like the people from Indy want us to fail here in Lake county try to make us look bad
they take from us all the time please look at the bigger picture and make the right decision and

remember if this goes through it will end up in Porter county eventually. Thank you for taking the time
to read this.
Evelyn Vicari
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
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At Tuesday’s NIRPC Transportation Committee meeting Nov 19, 2013 a Congestion Management
Analysis report was given on the Illiana. For the Illiana process to continue this report had to show
congestion improvement. The Transportation Policy Committee would then have to approve this report
or the Illiana project would not continue. As stated by the presenter, the analysis showed the east/west
corridors would still be highly congested if the Illiana was built and the Illiana would take jobs away from
the 80/94 corridor! There would be a slight improvement in congestion, “it doesn’t have to be great,
just better”. In order to come up with this slight improvement result the analysis used a 12 cents per
mile toll. That’s half of what Illinois is saying the tolls could be. Route 2 and Route 231 were surprisingly
included in the analysis being compared to 80/94 and US 30. Route 2 doesn’t go straight to the Illinois
state line and 231 ends at US 41. How can you do traffic models comparing 2 lane roads with main
thoroughfares? It seemed as figures and comparisons were chosen in order to provide a technically
favorable result instead of realistic numbers being analyzed to show the true outcome. Although slight,
it was enough to pass congestion management criteria and go before a NIRPC Transportation
Committee vote. It is disheartening that this biased analysis would be accepted and passed by a yes
vote of 8 out of 19 votes.
Sandy Linden
NIRPC Response: NIRPC is required by federal regulation to conduct a congestion management process
(CMP) analysis before adding major capacity addition projects to the long range transportation plan.
The CMP requires that alternative travel demand management (TDM) strategies be compared to the
new capacity addition project. TDM strategies include intersection improvements, access management,
flexible work schedules, telecommuting, and other low cost strategies. Obviously, these types of TDM
strategies will not provide the same level of improvement as a new four‐lane limited access roadway, but
this comparison is required by federal regulation. NIRPC’s CMP analysis used a level of tolling to
approximate Illiana Corridor Study tolled scenario results.
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Dear Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Committee members:
I am writing to express my very strong opposition to the Illiana Toll Road being included in the 2040
Plan. I have looked carefully at the pros and cons and find that the negative reasons by far outweigh the
positive for the state of Indiana and, in particular, Northwest Indiana. I have outlined only a partial
listing of the negatives below:

The Cons:
 The impact to taxpayers would be catastrophic. The truck traffic estimated for the Illiana will
not begin to cover the income that needs to be generated; thereby, by default, the taxpayer is
stuck with the bill.
 This road's benefit to Illinois is obvious to anyone traveling the proposed corridor for the Illiana.
It is strictly a means for Illinois to move trucks over to I‐65. There is no benefit at all to
Northwest Indiana ‐ it is simply a pass‐through.
 The job creation is minimal to none for Indiana. Construction jobs are temporary and would are
not likely to come from the immediate area. Long‐term jobs are only a handful, at best.
 Development around the road's interchanges is not the kind of development that the planners
should be looking to create for the area. We already have a similar commercial development at
the intersection of I‐65 and Route 2. We don't need another truck stop or adult book store a
few miles from there.
 There are many projects in the area that could truly benefit from funds for improvement and/or
development.
 We have been given a real song‐and‐dance about the marvels of this project. The taxpayers are
intelligent enough to know that this project is politically motivated with underestimated costs
and overestimated use and benefits.
The Pros:
 For the people of Indiana and, in particular, Northwest Indiana ‐ zero!
I urge you to vote against including the Illiana toll road in your Go To 2040 Plan.
Thank you for your consideration.
Maureen Ross
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
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Dear Members of the NIRPC Board,
Tonight is the deadline for us to submit comments and we hope you will consider ours. We attended
the Transportation Committee meeting yesterday morning and made comments at that time that gave
viable alternatives for funding that has been delegated for the ILLIANA project through legal changes to
the appropriations.
1. First we want to go on record stating that CMAP voted NO on including the ILLIANA in their Go
To 2040 Plan. The vote was 10‐4‐1 against. The MPO committee was supposed to vote the
same day, however IDOT Secretary Ann Schneider didn’t have the votes and the members
available to vote so, since she chairs the MPO, she delayed their vote 8 days so she and
Governor Quinn could pay and pressure voting members to vote for an amendment to the
CMAP Go To 2040 Plan to include the ILLIANA. On October 9 when CMAP voted we had 10
votes against the ILLIANA and 9 in favor. By the time the meeting was held and the vote taken
on October 17, they had changed votes and won with an 11‐8 vote in favor. Please remember
that CMAP, who was formed to determine the best plan for 2040 and they were marginalized.
PLEASE don’t allow that to happen with NIRPC.

2. We sincerely want to see growth and jobs in Lake, Porter and LaPorte Counties as well as
southern Cook County and northern Will Counties in Illinois. We feel that the best way to do
this is through deconstruction of abandoned buildings and homes in the northern Lake County,
construction of a trauma center, a port and a fast track for the Greater Gary/Chicago Airport.
Infrastructure is there, i.e, rail, expressway, water and roads/streets. If funding would go to the
cities to the north: Gary, East Chicago, Whiting and Hammond, we could achieve these goals.
Making northern Lake County job friendly to a variety of businesses and manufacturers would
bring tremendous revenue to Lake County and also to the state of Indiana. We are a right to
work state, we are tax friendly to business, so now we need to make the area development
friendly. Leaving the abandoned buildings and homes in place turns off those companies who
might relocate here. Creating so many construction jobs to remove these obstacles would be
the shot in the arm that the region needs.
3. Building a Trauma Center in Gary would not only save lives, it would create good construction
jobs for workers, but would also create great long term, good paying jobs for so many people.
Building a new port in Gary would move commerce more easily. Fast tracking the Gary/Chicago
Airport would create so many good jobs, not only as a cargo airport, but as a passenger facility.
4. If you want to relieve traffic congestion and create good routes to the northern reaches of Lake
County, removing those abandoned buildings and homes would allow for a new major highway
to move commerce through the area and bring manufacturing and business into the area. This
is where the funding should be spent.
5. The infrastructure is already there, we have rail, a toll road, an expressway, and Lake Michigan
as well as commuter rail. This will bring all of the above.
6. As Illinois has done along their commuter rail system they have created beautiful areas for high
end condo’s and homes. These are within walking distance to the stations. We need to do this
in Indiana. Rail is a wonderful alternative to automobile travel. We would support an extension
of the South Shore rail service to Lowell to also alleviate traffic congestion in the area. It would
service northern Lake County and Illinois workers. Using the existing rail line would save
taxpayers money and provide good alternatives to driving.
7. The Illiana was designed to move logistics from Elwood, Wilmington and Joliet in Illinois to the
East. Steve Schielke, Project Manager for the ILLIANA with IDOT went on record at an August 6th
meeting in Will Township in Illinois to say that the Illiana will not benefit anyone or any
community along the corridor and will not alter growth whether the road is built or not built. It
will not create any more long jobs than it would if it wasn’t built.
8. Bruce Hamann, Will Township Illinois Road Commissioner was appointed by the “No ILLIANA 4
Us” organization to speak and to present the petitions with signatures against the construction
of the ILLIANA Toll Road that would allow a handful of trucking companies to put more than
dozens of farm businesses either out of business or hinder their businesses. Local Farmers are
first agronomists, geneticists, business marketers, submitted scientists and food providers. They
feed all of you. Why should these few trucking companies put all of these businesses out of
business?
Signatures on petitions in favor of the ILLIANA, Bruce submitted 4415 signatures on petitions against
the construction. Remember when you remove between 5500 and 6000 acres of highly productive farm
land that feeds all of you, your families and the world, food costs could increase.
So in summary we are asking you to vote against including the ILLIANA in your 2040 plan, at least for
now, and reviewing all of the other alternatives that we have put forth in other comments, including the
project to build roads in northern Lake County where abandoned buildings are removed and Indiana
State Road 10 which is a major truck route between Indiana and Illinois that is free. Implementing a

new toll road that guarantees the private investor the funds he must have to invest is putting the
taxpayers in a position to pay additional taxes to cover short falls in revenue promised from tolls. If the
lease guarantees a certain amount of money from tolls, and they don’t materialize, just like the existing
East West Toll road, taxpayers are responsible for making up the difference. Basically, this is a bond or a
loan that the State must repay with Interest. It is a lose/lose for the people and the state of Indiana.
Thank you for your consideration and we hope your no vote on December 3, 4 and 12.
Sincerely,
Harold Mussman, Jr.
West Creek Township Trustee’
Patricia Mussman
West Creek Township resident
Lowell, Indiana
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
INDOT was asked to respond to the question in this comment. Their response follows: The benefits of the
Illiana have been included in the various studies and positively affect many more than noted in the
comment. As a regional project, there will always be the possibility of impacts. A major objective of
INDOT and the Illiana study has been to avoid impacts. Where they can’t be avoided, we try to minimize
and mitigate them.
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I am against the ILLIANA on its current route. I don't think that it will truly relieve the congestion north
of highway 80 as I believe is its purpose. I think our money would be better spent at this time with
improving interstate 80. There is a bottleneck going through Joliet that could be addressed. We don't
need the grassy medians between the east and west bound traffic. I realize there are bridges to deal
with but this new highway would also require bridge construction. Many of our roads and bridges are in
pretty bad shape including the bridge on 80 in Joliet. Please use our monies to repair or replace our
current roads and bridges.
Secondly, I do not understand why this current path is 2 miles off of the county road. Why would we
split emergency services and school routes on the last 2 miles of the county? The reasonable idea would
be to use the county line, as services split there anyway. Please do not tell us that this highway is going
to create jobs. The jobs created would be for the most part temporary and specific to the road.
Lastly I do not like the road itself. If it is so badly needed, why is it only 4 lanes, 2 each way? Is the plan
to start with this and every couple of years add a lane or two? Please do not create grass and water
havens along and in the center of the road to draw in birds and animals to get killed. We have enough
wildlife dying on our roads now. Please don't entice them into traffic.
Ruth Geyer

NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to the question in this comment. Their reply follows:
Construction of a four‐lane facility will meet the transportation needs for the foreseeable future.

11/20/13
Dear Sir:
Some time ago, I looked at the NIRPC website and reviewed the 2040 plan, along with the guiding
principles and vision on which it was based. I liked the direction in which NIRPC seeks to develop the
Northwest Indiana region.
When the opportunity arose to comment on the proposed Illiana expressway, I again reviewed NIRPC’s
principles and goals, and I quickly concluded that the expressway proposal was antithetical to virtually
all of them.
It does not support urban reinvestment
It does not ensure environmental justice
It does not protect natural resources and agricultural assets
It does not improve mobility and job accessibility
It does not encourage development within existing communities
It does not renew urban core areas which have been losing population
In fact, it sets up new opportunities for commercial and residential development in the midst of
farmland, drawing economic activity and jobs away from the older cities where they are needed.
In addition, the Illiana Expressway occupies a sizeable swath of productive farmland, which accounts for
why the people who live near the proposed route are so strongly opposed to building the road.
I urge the NIRPC board to stay focused on the principles and guidelines which make the 2040 plan a
good blueprint for future development. Do not be distracted from these goals by investing big money
on an unneeded road project far out in the country.
Thomas Eaton
Secretary, Miller Citizens Corporation
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
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Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
To: Planning Commission,
Please do not add the Illiana Tollroad to the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan. The road is inconsistent
with the plan's core principles to invest in existing communities and modernize our current
transportation and infrastructure assets. With road costs projected to be over a billion dollars, the Illiana
Tollroad would siphon off funds for projects already in the plan which do fit the plan's principles.
Located outside the existing urbanized area, it would foster sprawl rather than support existing
communities.
The Illiana does not support the 2040 Plan's major objectives of:
* Supporting Urban Reinvestment (urban as in Lake Michigan rim cities and first ring suburbs)
* Ensuring Environmental Justice (money should be spent up north where people are already in
established communities instead)
* Protecting Natural Resources and minimizing Impact to Environmental Features (we can't keep paving
over farms and natural land and abandoning "old" developed areas)
* Integrating Transportation and Land Use to Improve Mobility and Job Accessibility (urban density
supports non car transportation choices, good for people who can't drive too, while Illiana‐induced
sprawl is the direct opposite of this)
The relatively minor congestion benefits are not worth the social*, environmental, and financial cost to
the public. *Sprawl leaves behind blighted communities with concentrated poverty and lots of
problems that have a way of spreading.
I resent that this was first introduced as a "no cost to the public" project and the public had to pay for
the studies (about $40 million?) and then presumably 85% of the construction cost (federal cost share)
of this approximately $1.3 billion roadway even with a private partner.
Then there is the cost to communities and the environment. We just went through a gigantic
thunderstorm and tornado producing supercell never seen before in Nov.. That should make you
consider whether continuing down the path of continued fossil fuel‐dependent development is not a
good idea! The weather is more erratic with stronger storms, floods, heat, and droughts than ever
thanks to being supercharged from global warming gases such as CO2 and methane.
Please find the strength to call for change and vote no for the Illiana!
The Northwest Indiana region cannot afford this expensive project that is inconsistent with the
principles of the 2040 Plan.
Continue to protect NIRPC's responsible and sustainable vision for the region, do not add the Illiana
Tollway to the 2014‐2017 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and NIRPC's 2040 Comprehensive
Regional Plan (CRP).
Sincerely,
Ms. Sandy O'Brien
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
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Dear ladies and gentlemen of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission:
I am writing to voice my opposition to the inclusion of the Illiana Toll Road (it is not an exprssway) in the
Go To 2040 Plan. Of course, no one wants a toll road in their backyard, but there are many compelling
reasons why this road should not be built and is not a good idea for Indiana. To list just a few:
1. Taxes!! The data simply does not support the fact that the Illiana will generate the revenue
necessary for the private investors. The taxpayers will be on the hook for a large amount of money.
Many of these people are barely getting by in this economy and we now also have a new Lake County
tax. We don't need more tax burden from this road.
2. The projections as for cost to build are clearly grossly underestimated, as are the jobs created
grossly overestimated. These numbers were obviously put out there in an attempt to make this project
more palatable. The people of Indiana are wise enough to realize this political ploy.
3. The claim of the wonderful growth the area would experience falls flat in the face of the reality of
the situation. Illinois needs this road as an obvious means of getting their truck traffic over to I‐65.
Indiana is just in the way and is seen as a pass‐through. The only growth the area might experience is
another truck stop or adult book store ‐ no, thank you!
4. Why do we want to create a 12‐mile toll road that more than likely will lose money? Anyone who
has a grasp of mathematics and a sense of business can see that this project just doesn't make sense for
the area.
5. There are many projects that could and should be undertaken ‐ road improvements, rail
improvements, local airport improvements ‐ that would truly be a benefit to Northwest Indiana. These
projects do not carry the heavy risk to the taxpayers that the Illiana does.
I ask that NIRPC not include the ILLIANA Tollway in its 2040 Comprehensive Plan.
Thank you,
Phil Ross
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
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I would like to submit this email ‐ that is opposed to the Illiana project – to the public record ‐ of NIRPC
TPC public comments.
The context of the recommendation herein ‐ is related to an effort in Laporte county ‐ for a proposed
statewide Indiana Green Program (IGP) ‐ that combines green space, high tech and economic
development.

This effort has been in construction ‐ since May 2010 with our local Indiana state representative Scott
Pelath. You may contact Dolly Starnes, staff to Representative Pelath ‐ at the following;
Dolly Starnes ‐ 317.232.9629 ‐ dstarnes@iga.in.gov
The Indiana Green Program (IGP) effort ‐ is a strategic statewide effort – to make the local American
Wilderness ‐ a top priority in our American way of life.
Currently Colorado has 45% green space (as protected wilderness habitat) – while Indiana only has 4%
green space. The IGP is a based on ‐ a state lottery system ‐ similar to Colorado's green space state
lottery ‐ to fund wilderness land acquisition purchases. An Indiana Green Lotto ticket ‐ would generate
money flow ‐ which is totally directed ‐ to ONLY wilderness habitat land acquisition. The intent is to
close the natural resource gap in Indiana ‐ compared to states such as Colorado.
A related technology ‐ called terraforming ‐ is used to ensure the money flow from the lottery system ‐ is
spent wisely (see attached QOLSET overview).
A significant intent of the IGP proposal ‐ is to develop various technologies that can help recreate the
lost American Wilderness in Indiana. The strategic vision is to ‐ incubate, retain and attract ‐ the
brightest and best Americans ‐ to develop a high tech knowledge based Hoosier society workforce ‐ for
the emerging twenty first century.
In light of this effort above ‐ the Illiana project is a significant strategic obstacle ‐ to making Indiana ‐ and
especially NorthWest Indiana (NWI) ‐ one of best places in to live ‐ in America (and therefore the world).
In this context ‐ we respectfully recommend ‐ that the NIRPC Transportation Planning Committee (TPC) ‐
consider the following alternative course of action.
[0] Significantly postpone or cancel ‐ the Illiana project.
[1] Conduct a new study ‐ to expand IN Highway 2 : From 2 ‐> to 4 lanes.
[2] Conduct a new study ‐ to expand IN Highway 10 : From 2 ‐> to 4 lanes.
[3] Conduct a new study ‐ to expand IN Highway 65 : via 2‐4 additional lanes.
[4] If feasible; Expand Highway 2, 10 and 65 ‐ prior to any Illiana construction.
[5] Start efforts to develop Underground High Speed Railway (UHSR) ‐ systems.
Each of the study simulations ‐ should take a highly critical stance towards Illiana ‐ by using worst case
financial input metric assumptions. Worst case should be historically accurate ‐ to worst case final cost
overruns ‐ on USA highway transport projects ‐ during the last 50 years.
The strategic intent ‐ is to align NIRPC TPC strategy ‐ with other Hoosier based strategic partners ‐ who
are seeking to create green space ‐ on an industrial scale (using state of the art ‐ twenty first century ‐
methodology).

The short term intent of the above ‐ is to provide a 10 to 20 year window of opportunity ‐ via the
expansion of IN Highways 2, 10, 65 ‐ to reduce traffic congestion in the Indiana target area. This short
term solution ‐ will open up a greater QOL opportunity ‐ for all parties currently supporting the Illiana
project (including those making a profit on the proposed Illiana project).
The long term intent ‐ is to develop a cost effective ‐ state of the art Underground High Speed Railway
(UHSR) solution ‐ during the short term opportunity window ‐ opened up via the above transport
infrastructure expansion.
The long term economic development premise ‐ is that corporations like Caterpillar (in Illinois),
education institutions like Purdue ‐ and high tech American private industry : Can develop the
machinery, technology and methodology ‐ to make Underground High Speed Railways (UHSR) a local
reality ‐ within a 15 to 30 year time frame.
Once proven locally ‐ the UHSR technology ‐ can be globally exported – as various products and services
‐ to (1) create green space, (2) create high tech solutions and (3) create economic development ‐ all at
the same time.
We humbly make this holistic systemic recommendation ‐ in light of the fact that (1) our expertise is
NOT transport engineering, construction and planning : And that (2) the excellent transport engineers
on the NIRPC TPC team ‐ are the best candidates ‐ to judge the merits of the above recommendation.
We have attached three documents ‐ that are relevant to this recommendation ‐ which cover (1) the
proposed Indiana Green Program (IGP), (2) current concerns about environmental impact, and (3)
something called QOLSET.
QOLSET = Quality Of Life Science, Engineering and Technology
Could you please distribute these attachments ‐ to the NIRPC TPC team?
They should help to frame our recommendation ‐ via its long term strategic intent.
We respectfully wish to express our thanks, for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Illiana
solution. We also wish the NIRPC TPC team ‐ all the best luck and talent ‐ in making our Midwestern
American transport infrastructure – a model of American industrial strength, ingenuity and vision.
Shawn Kaczmarek
Executive Team Leader, Founder
Save Moon Valley Group Inc.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
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Dear Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Committee Members:
Although I have already submitted a letter stating that I am opposed to having the ILLIANA toll road
included in the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 2040 Plan, I am submitting a

second letter, hopefully before your deadline. If so, please accept my comments and again include them
for public record.
As I have stated in my previous letter, it is my opinion that there are just too many negative impacts
(finance‐related, ownership‐related, environmental‐related, and study‐related) associated with the
proposed ILLIANA. Also, there are definitely too many assumptions being made and unknowns,
regarding the ILLIANA, to invest billions of dollars on this project.
I attended NIRPC’s Transportation Policy Committee meeting this past Tuesday and listened to a report,
presented by one of your staff members. This agenda item was regarding widening Interstate 65 and
constructing the ILLIANA “Toll Way” and how it would improve traffic congestion on Indiana East/West
roadways. Particularly the Borman Expressway, and Route 30.
I have to say I was not convinced by the statistics (e.g. traffic flow numbers, congestion relief statistics,
projected population growth, toll way costs per car), especially after every other word uttered was, it’s
an assumption. You can’t invest billions of dollars on projected or artificial assumptions, and you can’t
assume that truckers will use the ILLIANA when alternate free routes are available.
If this roadway is built, the damage done to the environment, farmland, homes, wildlife, and a
community is irreversible. Unfortunately, there always seem to be local boosters, lobbyists,
businessmen, politicians, and the NWI Times willing to exaggerate the potential benefits and fan the
fires.
Please reject adding the ILLIANA to your 2040 plan. Honor the personnel who worked, countless hours,
shaping this plan and support the citizens that rely on government officials to do the right thing for their
communities.
Thank you for the professional courtesy extended in your review and consideration of the issues offered
in this letter.
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Slikas
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
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Dear NIRPC Transportation Policy Committee, and NIRPC Full Commission,
I am writing because I am opposed to the construction of the Illiana Expressway and I‐65 expansion. I
am opposed to allowing the project to be included in NIRPC's 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan.
This project runs counter to the guiding principles of the 2040 CRP, which are:
 Supporting urban reinvestment
 Ensuring environmental justice
 Protecting natural resources and minimizing impacts to environmental features
 Integrating transportation and land use to improve mobility and job accessibility

The Illiana Expressway is the opposite of urban reinvestment. It would be constructed in the relatively
rural southern portion of Lake County, as opposed to the urban communities of northern Lake County.
This does nothing to support urban reinvestment, and in fact promotes unsustainable sprawl and
unchecked growth.
This project does not ensure environmental justice, nor does it protect natural resources or minimize
impacts to environmental features. Environmental effects would include, but are not limited
to, negative impacts on water quality and air quality in the project area, not to mention destroying
wildlife habitat.
This proposed expressway would not improve job accessibility. Construction of this expressway will not
do enough to relieve congestion on I‐80/94 or I‐65 to justify the financial costs of the project. The
project will not create enough jobs for Hoosiers, to justify the costs of the project, and the construction
jobs associated with this project will be only temporary. The majority of the project will take place in
the State of Illinois, rather than Indiana. How does this benefit Indiana?
For these reasons, I urge you to vote against the inclusion of the Illiana Expressway into the 2040
Comprehensive Regional Plan. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Maggie Byrne
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to the question in this comment. Their
response follows: Indiana will benefit from construction of the Illiana Corridor project in many ways. The
studies indicate the project will reduce the strain of truck traffic on local roads, thus improving safety,
cutting commute times and reducing congestion. Economic benefits are also expected from the
investment of millions of dollars in the state. Jobs will be created and supported during construction
through direct employment on the project as well as indirect jobs from suppliers and vendors.
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We are residents of West Creek Township, Lake County, and Indiana.
We are not objecting to better transportation in our state, or to creating jobs. Our family has worked
construction for many year, as members of unions and as management, building a highway uses
temporary jobs and lots of equipment, Afterwards, we are left with broken farms, loss of many acres of
some of the best agricultural land in the country and less income for many residents of our county.
The only benefits we have heard about are vague and seem unrealistic, never, have we been given solid
information. And our objections, and solutions to the basic problems of this region seem to fall on deaf
ears ‐
We work or have worked in the North of this region for many years, but, avoid going there because of
the congested highways. The region has never seemed to be proactive about ways for the residents to
travel locally. Few major arteries, poorly maintained side roads, and urban blight that only gets worse.
Now, we are being railroaded into building a road to nowhere! Nowhere we want to go and one that no
one wants to pay to drive on. We are not ignorant, we will be forced to pay for this with interest for

many years, in addition to the losses in income and increased expenses because of blocked roads in our
townships.
We beg you to consider carefully what you are requesting of the residents of the County, Region and
State
Sincerely,
John Blink, Kathleen Blink
J Charles Blink, Victoria Blink
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/20/13
To:
From:

Contents:

Northern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
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Comments regarding amendment to add the Illiana Toll Road to the NIRPC 2040
CRP

Please accept these comments regarding the proposal to amend the NIRPC 2040 Comprehensive
Regional Plan to include the proposed Illiana Toll Road.
Highlights
The proposal to amend the 2040 CRP to include the Illiana Toll Road should be rejected for the
following reasons:





The InDOT/IDOT supplied costs are high for the potential benefits
InDOT/IDOT costs understate to true costs by a significant amount
The proposal for a P3 project is structured in such a way that the States are exposed to
significant risk



The revenue stream from the tolls will be insufficient to cover costs and will have to be
supplemented with significant payments from the States



Together the uncertainties associated with direct costs, additional and required construction,
tolling, and financial concerns make it impossible to accurately predict the eventual effect of
constructing the Toll Road and thus its impact on already included projects in the fiscally
constrained CRP





Congestion relief will be minimal to the extent of being insignificant
The number of long‐term jobs created is very negligible when compared to costs
The Illiana project is not compatible with the goals as described in the 2040 CRP

The States of Indiana and Illinois have spent $40 million in preliminary work to justify and promote a
proposed east/west toll road that would extend from I‐55 in Illinois to I‐65 in Indiana, passing just
north of the Town of Lowell in Indiana. This large expenditure of taxpayer dollars has resulted in an
impressive array of documents, statistics, forecasts, etc. What it has not done is demonstrate a
significant enough

benefit to the region to justify the expenditure of at least $1.5 billion dollars ‐ a figure that could
easily double if the optimistic assumptions in the Illiana Study documents are not met ‐ and the
disruption to residents in the study area as a result of the construction and operation of the proposed
roadway.
Because of the voluminous and sometimes contradictory documentation generated by IDOT and
InDOT it is difficult to provide a comprehensive response to all of the claimed costs and benefits.
Additionally, different models and modeling assumptions can have a significant effect on the
generated forecasts and a complete review requires access to the underlying models and
justifications for the assumptions that are not readily available. Regardless of these difficulties the
following contains issues that, taken singly and certainly together, argue strongly against the
inclusion of the Illiana Toll Road in the NIRPC 2040 CRP.
Each voting member of NIRPC is respectfully requested to review these and all other comments
received before voting on the proposed amendment to the NIRPC 2040 CRP.
Part One ‐ Fiscal and Utilization Considerations
Cost and Cost Uncertainty
The InDOT/IDOT has published a cost of the project as $1.3 billion (RFIS‐S, p 12). However, CMAP’s
staff study suggests that based on similar projects the per lane mile cost could be significantly higher
(CMAP‐A, pp 3‐5). Additionally, because of the financing model chosen by IDOT and InDOT (see
below) there are significant financing costs to be included ‐ amounting to perhaps an additional $2
billion or more as well as operating and maintenance costs. Total project costs could easily approach
or exceed $3 billion and may be much higher over a 3 year construction and 35 year payment lifetime
if the States are unable to secure traditional funding (federal loans and grants, etc.) and would
instead have to rely completely on private equity financing and if construction costs follow CMAP’s
estimates.
For example, CMAP suggests per lane mile cost of between $12.9 million to $37.1 million for
comparable projects. At $12.9 million per lane mile initial project costs increase to over $2.4 billion.
At $37.1 million these become almost $7 billion. While the upper figures are most likely too high
for the Illiana project it is also likely that the figure used by InDOT/IDOT is too low.
Additionally, there are maintenance and operating fees required for the life of the roadway that are
not included in the construction cost estimates. Using fees from the

Cambridge study and adjusting for inflation at 2% per year the maintenance and operating costs total
nearly $650 million for 35 years. This number is too low for three reasons. Intersections and
overpasses were added during the Tier 1 and Tier 2 analysis significantly increasing the maintenance
scope and burden. This figure does not include some routine expenses such as policing, emergency
services, etc. The basic assumptions of the Cambridge study cost modeling are questionable. As an
example, the Cambridge study records a construction cost (including right‐of‐way acquisition) of
approximately $3.1 million per lane mile which understates the current InDOT/IDOT estimate by a
factor of 2.6 times. Assuming the same understatement for maintenance and operations would
increase the 35 year burden to almost $1.7 billion.
Both InDOT and IDOT have begun the bidding process for their respective sections of the proposed
Toll Road. It would seem prudent to delay inclusion of the Illiana in the 2040 CRP until that bidding
process was more developed and completed.
Additional Highway Work
Both InDOT and IDOT appear to have purposely avoided estimating the cost of additional work that
will be needed should the Illiana Toll Road be constructed. At public meetings InDOT
representatives claimed that no such estimates exist and that the Illiana costs being put forward
included only the roadway and interchanges. When specifically asked about necessary work on I‐65
the InDOT response was that that, other than the interchange, nothing in the Illiana Project was
directly associated with I‐65.
IDOT now asks that a single amendment to the NIRPC 2040 CRP include both the Illiana as well as
widening of I‐65. There appears to be no easily accessible copy of the requested amendment, just
supporting documentation. However, that documentation only discusses the Illiana per se.
The lack of costs associated with the I‐65 portion of the project would seem to preclude approval of
the amendment by NIRPC. NIRPC is being asked to add a project to the fiscally constrained CRP
without know the costs.
There are also other obvious candidates for highway improvement should the Illiana be built. One
example would include significant changes to US 41 south of US 30 to past Lowell. Current
projections show that this already heavily utilized corridor will become increasingly congested, even
without construction of a new Toll Road. This may be exacerbated should the Illiana be built.
CMAP has identified required additional highway work that is in excess of $1.5 billion.

Should the Illana be built there will be some additional projects that will be required in Indiana. At
least preliminary costs for these must be developed and both the base costs for the Illiana itself as
well as the costs for all other work needed as a result of the Illiana need to be summed and
considered as a whole when evaluating the Illiana project and also in insuring that funding for the
additional required work be available. Failing to do so opens the possibility of significant deterioration
in local travel should the required additional funding not be available in a timely fashion.
Toll Collection
The InDOT/IDOT claims “The project will generate sufficient toll revenue over the period to 2053 to
repay the initial cost of the project AND (sic) the operation and maintenance costs of the facility for
the term of the agreement.” This is contradicted in the amendment request supporting document
where there is an admission that, “Toll revenues are often supplemented by public sector
subsidies…” (RFIS‐S, p 12).
The InDOT/IDOT forecasts that 8,800 vehicles (5,000 heavy trucks) would use the Toll Road assuming
25% retained traffic with tolling. At 75% retention the figures are 26,300 total and 15,000 trucks.
Currently, IDOT is promoting a figure of 14,000 vehicles per day using the Toll Road (CMAP‐J, p 6).
Using the distribution above that would yield ~8,000 trucks and 6,000 automobiles.
CMAP staff have estimated that, in reality, as much as $1.1 billion could be owed by Illinois (CMAP‐R,
pp 6‐7). Indiana’s portion of the shortfall could be as much as $367 million under the CMAP analysis
scheme for a total shortfall of as much as $1.47 billion. This assumes that there will be significant
traditional financing available in the form of federal loans and grants, bonds and only a limited
amount of equity financing. (See below.)
Public Private Partnership
Both InDOT and IDOT have decided to proceed with the project assuming P3 financing and
operation.
Many statements from the InDOT/IDOT and supporters of the project (e.g.
NWIT‐Ross) have led the many in the public to believe that the proposed Toll Road will be built
and operated with no taxpayer money. Doug Ross, writing for the Northwest Indiana Times
specifically stated this, “…the investors who would collect tolls in exchange for building this
road…” The presentation to potential investors earlier this year showed two possible financing
models (Illiana‐P3/IF, slide 8): a toll

collection model and an availability payment model. The supporting document for the proposed
amendment before NIRPC dated October 27, 2013 provides no firm statement regarding financing
(RFIS‐S, pp 12‐13).
Since then both Illinois and Indiana have stated their intention to use the availability payment model
in which the States will make guaranteed payments to the investors regardless of the amount of tolls
collected (e.g. IFA‐RFQ, especially p A‐4 for model). All of the risk thus falls to the States and none is
assumed by the bidders who are guaranteed a return of capital, plus whatever level of finance costs
they negotiate with the States.
Ann Schneider, IDOT Secretary “argued that the project needed to go forward as the state’s first
public‐private partnership, but said if suitable investors are not found, the state will not build the
Illiana” (CHITrib‐1). However, with the States assuming all the risks it is almost certain that some
individual or consortium will present a proposal since there is guaranteed income from the project ‐
only requirements that the project be implemented according to an agreement. Should NIRPC
amend the 2040 CRP there is nothing constraining InDOT/IDOT from proceeding, even if the terms
and costs far exceed the current estimates.
Financing
CMAP’s estimate of a total shortfall of as much as $1.47 billion as has been noted above. This
assumes that there will be significant traditional financing available in the form of federal loans and
grants, bonds and only a limited amount of equity financing. Details are available in the CMAP Staff
Report.
For purposes of additional analysis a simple model was developed which used the old Cambridge
maintenance and operating costs, adjusted for inflation, along with assumptions for initial project
costs as well as toll collection estimates, also adjusted for inflation, to determine shortfalls if only
equity financing was available. (details available upon request)
Using InDOT/IDOT’ s project cost of $1.5 billion and CMAP’s tolling rates at 14,000 vehicles per day
an additional $5.7 billion would be required to assure investors a 12% IRR for their investment. This
would have to be paid through State funds.
Using a construction cost of $2.4 billion (see above) the additional payment rises to
$10.5 billion.
One could argue that vehicle utilization would be higher (more tolls), that there will almost certainly
be some traditional financing and that initial costs will be lower since

the States would likely purchase right‐of‐way to hold title to the property but this quick analysis does
show again that there is significant uncertainty in the true costs of this project and the true liability
that the States and taxpayers are assuming should this project go forward.
Congestion Relief
One of the oft touted benefits of the proposed Illiana Toll Road is the congestion relief provided for
currently heavily utilized roadways. Numerous studies (e.g. IEFS) have shown relatively little
reduction in the number of vehicles travelling on the Borman Expressway and US 30 (especially in
percent of vehicles) should the Illiana Toll Road be constructed.
The Tier 1 Alternative Analysis (Illiana Alternatives, Table 4.2, p 4‐9) shows relatively little impact in a
tolled scenario for the selected route in the reduction of vehicle miles on constrained arterials
(~2.3% reduction with a 25% retained toll impact). Total vehicle hours in the region is shown to be
reduced by only 0.1%!
The CMAP calculations show no difference between “build” and “no build” options for “% Congested
Vehicle Miles Travelled” or for “% Congested Vehicle Hours Travelled” (CMAP‐A, Figure 8, p 12). In
both the CMAP and the Illiana Corridor studies total vehicle miles actually increase if the Illiana Toll
Road is built.
Using their own figures, the route chosen by the InDOT/IDOT has significantly less effect on
congestion relief and total utilization (especially as measured in vehicle miles) than more northerly
routes. (See below for comments regarding actual beneficiaries).
InDOT/IDOT makes the claim, “The value of travel time savings in the region is $5B over a typical 75
year life” (Illiana ‐ F3, p 4). Such an assertion in ludicrous. It is difficult to know what employment
and operating costs will be ten years from now. Any number that claims 75 year knowledge is fiction.
Following recent improvements on the Borman there has been a marked decrease in less than
posted travel speeds. Indeed, it is not unusual to find traffic travelling at 10 to 15 mph over the
posted speeds, even during the busiest times.
Although it is anecdotal, most of the heaviest congestion and traffic delays in Indiana appear to be
occurring on US 30 from Dyer through Merrillville and into Valparaiso as well as along US 41.
Reduced speeds are occurring in some significant areas in Lake County but almost all of the
congestion is occurring within St. John, Crown Point and Winfield and north to the Lake. It is likely
that the vast majority of this

traffic is local and that almost none of it would benefit from diversion to the proposed Illiana for any
part of the travel. The Illiana simply does not address current traffic problems within the NIRPC
area and will do nothing to improve current travel conditions within the area.
Some of the benefits claimed for the Illiana are to alleviate future travel problems with projected
increases in traffic. IDOT predicts a 47% increase in regional traffic from 2010 to 2040 (CMAP‐R, p
10). It would appear that these figures might be inflated because of the use of outdated models.
The chart below shows national vehicle miles travelled (source USDOT).
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After climbing fairly steadily to a peak in 2007 the VMT has held steady or dropped with 2012 being
2.5% below peak. Models which assume the robust traffic increases prior to 2007 are overstating
future volumes.
There is no reasonable expectation that the Illiana will provide and relief to currently congested
travel areas within the NIRPC area and claims of future congestion based on the traffic patterns of
the last century need to be carefully reviewed.
Jobs Created
The Illiana Corridor documentation (e.g. RFIS‐S, p 24) and public statements from IDOT and InDOT
personnel (e.g. NWIT‐Alderman) have claimed 28,000 long term jobs will be created by construction
of the Illiana Toll Road over 30 years. Most often this figure is used uncritically, with no disclaimer.
This leads one to assume that in 2048 the region will have 28,000 more people employed because of
the construction of the Illiana than would otherwise be employed. However, this figure is actually
job years (RFIS‐S, p 22). Illinois Transportation Secretary Ann Schneider conceded to Crain's Chicago
Business that the true number is around 940 permanent jobs
(CCB‐Hinz). 28,218 job years divided by 30 years yields ~940 employed. InDOT/IDOT suggests a
75‐25 split between Illinois and Indiana and so our State could expect to see ~235 additional
people employed.

This figure is insignificant when compared to the cost of this project and the lack of other benefits,
and is another reason why the Illiana project should not be included in the NIRPC 2040 CRP.
While it only comprehends Illinois regional employment, the IDOT analysis show a forecast slight
decline in total population.
Other Economic Benefits
InDOT/IDOT claim significant other economic benefits, both along the Illiana corridor and within the
region. CMAP’s staff analysis does show some benefits but, again, not enough to make the Illiana a
viable addition to CMAP’s 2040 plan. Since most of the economic development will be within Illinois
there is even less justification to amend NIRPC’s 2040 CRP to include the Illiana.
CMAP staff point out that the major beneficiaries for an Illiana Toll Road would likely be the
intermodal facilities built or planned in Will County, IN. Reports from meetings with InDOT staff
confirm that these, along with a Peotone airport are the only real beneficiaries and the real reason
that the Illiana is being planned.
Despite InDOT’s claims, there is no scenario where building of the Illiana would support business
growth along the Borman corridor that parallels the proposed Illiana route. All new business growth
as a result of the new roadway, if any, would almost certainly be within the Illiana corridor and most
likely within Will County, Ill.
The Peotone airport has always been a focal point for the justification of the Illiana. Tier 1
documentation showed the following graphic:

The actual impact is likely to be less than depicted in the Tier 1 documentation. As noted above,
current national trends show a steady or declining VMT since 2008. VMT’s for Lake County, Ind are
less readily available for longer terms but show VMT peaking in 2009.
The impact of the Peotone airport was done for the Tier 1 EIS by the al Chalabi group and asserts very
aggressive job and population growth that are so high as to seem unbelievable. Al Chalabi uses what
they term a market‐driven forecast that results in significantly higher growth rates than other studies
that assume the South Suburban Airport will be built (e.g. the NIRPC projections) and much, much
higher growth rates for models that don’t assume airport construction (e.g. Indiana Business
Research Center, Kelly School of Business, Indiana University). It almost appears that the numbers
generated for this study were chosen specifically to justify the construction of the Illiana tollway. The
suggestion that the airport at Peotone, coupled with the Illiana, would turn the study area and
adjacent zones into something resembling O’Hare Airport and environs within a relatively short time
are difficult to accept: it seems as likely that the result of building the South Suburban Airport would
be more like the experience at the MidAmerica St. Louis Airport with extremely low traffic volumes.
The changing political climate in Illinois raises real doubts as to whether the airport will ever be built.
The intermodal business growth as a reason for building the Illiana is also suspect. The following
graphic is from CMAP’s analysis documentation for the Illiana.

CMAP staff point out in the accompanying text that the only facility near the Illiana is the planned
Centerpoint facility near Crete and Beecher. Even with that facility one can reasonably assume that
all northbound traffic would use 394 rather than diverting south first. Only traffic moving south from
that facility would use the Illiana and then, only if it was bound for Indiana, would the portion of the
Illiana in Indiana be utilized. A similar scenario exists for the current Elwood and planned Ridgeport
facilities ‐ only traffic travelling south in Indiana would use that portion of the Illiana within Indiana.
Additionally, some communities are finding that the presence of an intermodal terminal does not
guarantee that all of the claimed benefits will ever become reality
(e.g. CHITrib‐2). For that reason the lessening likelihood that significant local incentives to build will be
available in the near future may mean that some of the planned facilities will not be built.

Part 2 ‐ Consistency with the NIRPC 2040 CRP
Rather than a point by point review of the compatibility of the Illiana with the NIRPC 2040 CRP the
following will respond to some of the claims made in InDOT’s supporting documents for the requested
amendment.
NIRPC Goal Growth and Conservation (G&C) #1: Livable urban, suburban and rural centers.
While InDOT claims significant benefits in this goal there is actually little that the proposed roadway
would do for corridor residents in Indiana. The easy access to the Midewin National Tall Grass Prairie
is a nice phrase but would likely have very little impact on Indiana residents. Likewise access to Cedar
Lake for Illinois residents isn’t a significant factor.
It is hard to envision residents of the NIRPC area ever utilizing the Illiana for within region travel.
The only possible use would be for through travel to central or southern Illinois.
NIRPC Goal Growth and Conservation (G&C) #2: Revitalized urban core.
As noted above, there is no reasonable scenario where the construction of the Illiana Toll Road
would have any positive impact on the urban core of the NIRPC area. The main goal of the Illiana is
to spur development in Will County, Ill. This roadway will do nothing for the residents of this urban
core.

NIRPC Goal Growth and Conservation (G&C) #3: Managed growth that protects farmland,
environmentally sensitive areas and important ecosystems.
IDOT and InDOT have made changes to some of the original design features to minimize damage to
the environment. However, they are mitigating, in a small way, the extensive damage that will
occur. Farmland and wetlands will be destroyed for very little, if any benefit.
NIRPC Goal Transportation (T) #1: A safe and secure transportation system.
It is difficult to see how construction of the Illiana will have any significant impact on accidents in
the NIRPC area.
The following diagram is part of the Tier 1 documentation from InDOT. Accidents aren’t occurring
where the construction of the Illiana would lessen the frequency. Higher travel speeds on a toll road
may, infact increase either the frequency or severity of accidents for the few vehicles diverted to that
road.

NIRPC Goal Transportation (T) #2: Increase mobility, accessibility, and transportation
options for people and freight
The proposed Illiana does provide an alternate, multi‐lane roadway through the area. However,
IDOT’s use of 14,000 for a daily load means that it will do little for increasing mobility and
accessibility for NIRPC area residents.
Additionally, there may be some significant work required to upgrade current arterial roadways
because of Illiana construction. Since these have not been investigated and since InDOT has not
proposed any funding for these sorts of required upgrades

it is possible that the Illiana will actually decrease mobility and accessibility for local travel.
NIRPC Goal Transportation (T) #3: Adequate Transportation Funding and Efficient Use of
Resources.
See above for a discussion of costs and funding. The funding for the roadway through tolls is
inadequate and exposes the States and residents (via taxes) to significant risk.
NIRPC Goal Environment (E) #1: Reduce flooding risks and improve water quality; addressed jointly
with NIRPC Goal Environment (E) #3: Clean land.
InDOT and IDOT appear to have been sensitive in these areas. However, the design changes they are
considering simply mitigate, to a small extent, the presence of a huge construction through what is
currently fertile farmland, wetlands and other natural areas.
NIRPC Goal Environment (E) #2: Improve Air Quality.
Total miles travelled are expected to increase as a result of construction of the Illiana as shown in both
the InDOT/IDOT and CMAP analysis.
NIRPC Goal Economic Development (ED) #1: A globally competitive, diversified economy that
protects and enhances our natural environment.
The only potential beneficiaries of the Illiana are the intermodal and planned airport in Will County, Ill.
NIRPC Goal Economic Development (ED) #2: Expanded access to knowledge and educational
opportunities.
This proposed roadway has absolutely no impact in this area.
NIRPC Goal Stewardship and Governance (S and G) #1: Environmental Justice
Since the proposed path of the Illiana Toll Road is well away from most locations identified as poverty
areas or those with a significant minority population, there are no assertive issues of environmental.
By that is meant that there are no direct, physical issues related to the proposed roadway.
However, there are some serious, secondary effects.

As noted above, any significant development will almost certainly be limited to the Illiana corridor
itself and most likely within the confines of Will County, Ill. There is simply no realistic scenario
where the presence of the Illiana would spur growth in the northern parts of the NIRPC region to any
significant extent and so one might argue that the Illiana would deprive residents in the northern
areas of sharing in any potential benefits.
Any possible reduction in traffic on the Borman would have almost no impact on traffic north of
that roadway and the Illiana would do nothing to alleviate current or future congestion on local
roadways in the northern areas.
The presence of the Illiana would actively inhibit development in the “environmental justice” areas.
One of the stated goals of the Illiana is “… to meet the growing passenger and air‐ cargo needs of the
south suburban Chicago region including Indiana” (SRIE, p 15). Despite what some InDOT officials
have stated, this would have a devastating effect of the Gary Airport.
One of the NIRPC 2040 CRP goals is to rehabilitate and utilize brownfield sites. The presence of the
Illiana would make those brownfield sites in the northern parts of especially Lake County much less
desirable and thus be another environmental justice issue.
For all of the reasons listed above the proposed amendment to the NIRPC 2040 CRP should be
rejected.
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NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process. For NIRPC’s own
analysis, please refer to NIRPC’s Illiana white paper, available at www.nirpc.org.

Comments Received via United States Postal Service
11/8/13
We are writing to express our thoughts about the Illiana Toll Road.
We attended the meeting on Tues. evening, Nov. 5. That was a waste of everyone’s time. We could have
just stayed home and wrote or called in for the answers we got.
We do feel like NIRPC is going to vote for the Illiana, but we keep on trying to stop it.
We have invested most of our lives in this property and now you are going to take over half of our
property, while severely depreciating what’s left.
It will increase our taxes, because of paying for emergency services, increase the cost of operating the
school busses and the children will spend more time on the bus. Harder and more expensive to keep the
roads plowed.
We don’t believe the truckers will use the Illiana very often. The Indiana Toll Road runs parallel with
80/94 up north and the truckers use 80/94 so as not to pay any tolls.
If the Illiana is built and the South Suburban Airport, that will take away from the Gary Airport and that
will do a lot of harm to the survival of the Gary Airport.
Thank you for reading this and giving it a “little” thought.
Sincerely,
Jeff and Lucille Justice
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
There are many possible public meeting formats and NIRPC chose the format used in order to maximize
the number of comments the public would be able to contribute.

11/12/13
Don’t play 2nd fiddle to the corrupt gang running Illinois (into the ground!)
Anthony Rayson
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/15/13
NIRPC members;
I thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Illiana Tollway. From what I have seen over
the past several years the purpose and need has changed from relieving congestion on 80/94 to the

latest need is to help CenterPoint Properties move more trucks in and out of the intermodal facility in
Elwood, IL.
We have spent a lot of money on studies for the Illiana which have shown that it will have very little
effect on 80/94 traffic when it is built this far south. The only thing this tollway is going to do is help
CenterPoint Properties increase the size of their intermodal facility in Elwood and create a bigger
nuisance to that area than they already have.
Government is supposed to control what is built in what areas to keep things working in harmony. This
looks more like big business is pulling the strings to get government to approve what is best for their
business. For example Elwood approved a deal with CenterPoint that has changed the whole area. Now
they are not happy with the unforeseen negative results of this deal.
I have been following the information on the Illiana since 2007 and have seen a lot of good alternatives
that make more sense than building the Illiana Tollway. For these reasons I am asking you not to include
the Illiana Tollway in your 20/40 Plan.
Respectfully,
Ed Linden
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/15/13
NIRPC members;
This road is not "in my backyard". I am writing as a general taxpayer. The collateral cost to tax payers
(expansion and maintenance of supporting roads, payment to a private entity for lost tolls due to I‐65
closures caused by weather or accidents) and future loss of options (a better transportation idea 5 or 10
years from now) far outweighs any minimal current benefit.
The original "purpose and need", stated several years ago, was to decrease traffic congestion on 80/94.
The Cambridge Study proved there would only be a 2.2% reduction in traffic congestion on 80/94. This
minimal improvement was based on calculations for an Illiana Freeway, not a tollway.
After it was widely known that this original purpose no longer justified the Illiana, the purpose and need
was changed to "economic growth for surrounding communities". Current studies show this is not
viable and in most communities the Illiana would be detrimental to their growth. An Illinois Department
of Transportation project manager has now stated that economic growth along the corridor is not a
purpose of the Illiana.
Currently, as stated by the IDOT project manager, the Illiana "purpose and need" is to facilitate Illinois
intermodal truck traffic and would be a tollway, not a freeway. Intermodals are a private business and
should be built where ease of transport is beneficial. Taxpayers should not be required to pay in
sacrificed property, community or tax money needed to upkeep connecting roadways for a private
entity.

Millions of dollars have been spent studying the Illiana proving the ever changing "purpose and need"
does not support the project. There is no valid, legally required purpose and need. Once this tollway is
put in you can never go back. It is permanent. I am against the Illiana Tollway and urge you to vote
against putting it in your 20/40 plan.
Respectfully,
Sandy Linden
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/16/13
NIRPC;
I am a south lake county Indiana resident. The Illiana Tollroad is proposed to run 3‐1/2 miles north of my
house. It is not something I am going to see or hear but I am very much opposed to the idea of including
the Illiana in your 20/40 plan.
The Illiana is a bad idea and I believe it will end up hurting the taxpayers of both states. If this road is
built it is not something that can be changed later.
I think a much better alternative would be to complete I‐394 that was started back in the 1960s and
never finished. I‐394 was intended to go to Danville, IL. This would be a good route for Illinois trucks
from the Chicago area to go down to I‐74 where they can continue east to Indianapolis, IN and beyond.
It looks like that was the plan to start with and was never finished.
The reason they are saying they need the Illiana is for the intermodal traffic coming from Elwood,
Illinois. This intermodal facility was approved by a plan commission in Elwood and now has become a
nuisance with all the trucks that can't get out of that area. This is a case of a plan commission approving
something without thinking forward.
This Illiana Tollway is going to eat up a lot of resources that could be better used in other areas of
northwest Indiana.
This is why I am asking you to vote no to including the Illiana in your 20/40 plan.
Respectfully,
Edward Linden
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/18/13
To: Members of the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission
My name is Deborah Trump; and, I am a resident of Lowell, Indiana. I moved to Lowell from Crown Point
several years ago to improve my quality of life. I worked 15+ years in Chicago, travelling back and forth

each day; and, it was time for me to get away from the hustle & bustle of urban life and breathe clean,
fresh air.
I have seen many reports published that indicate one of the challenges of Northwest Indiana is the
growing population in the region's rural areas; but, I have never seen published comments from
residents explaining their reason for the move. Many of the residents of Lowell I have come in contact
with have expressed the same reason for locating in South Lake County, "a better quality of life."
Therefore, I am asking (or your support in voting "NO" to amend the 2040 CRP to include the Illiana
Expressway (Toll Road) project.
Northwest Indiana needs to focus on revitalization and redevelopment of the region's core areas such as
Gary, Hammond and East Chicago. To move our region towards a more vibrant and prosperous future,
we must develop strategies that take advantage of existing infrastructures, develop transit options that
reduce the need for automobiles and protect productive farmland. Our success depends upon "thinking
outside the box." Simply building another expressway that will solely benefit Illinois is not the answer for
Indiana.
During an August 6, 2013 meeting, Mr. Steve Schilke, IDOT Project Manager, finally admitted to a group
of elected officials, business people and residents that the development of the Illiana was never
intended to benefit any resident or community along the corridor. The primary purpose of the road was
to move truck traffic from the intermodal terminals and warehouses in Wilmington, Elwood and Joliet in
Illinois to I‐65 in Indiana. He further stated that the growth along the corridor would be the same
whether or not the road was built. And, trucks would not be required to use the Illiana. Therefore, there
was no guarantee the reduction of truck traffic on alternative roadways would occur. Common sense
would dictate that today's truck drivers would continue to utilize alternative roadways which do not
require additional out‐of‐pocket costs.
For those truck drivers travelling from north to south on I‐65 in Indiana, again, common sense would
dictate they would bypass the Illiana and utilize Route 10.
It is very difficult to find any information from any agency that states in no uncertain terms that the
Illiana would be a benefit to Indiana. What it will do that is critical to the success of Northwest Indiana is
remove acres and acres of prime, productive farmland.
As a resident of Northwest Indiana, one of the objectives I was proud to see stated in the 2040 CRP is
the development of local food systems. This is "thinking outside the box!" For 1 in 7 in our communities,
Lake and Porter Counties, hunger is a daily challenge. Those individuals impacted are children, families
and seniors. This statistic should be unacceptable for Northwest Indiana, as well as, the State of lndiana.
No US citizen should ever go to bed hungry. Food is essential for supporting the health of individuals and
communities. The development of local food systems will allow individuals access to high quality
produce and the ability to make healthy food choices. In the future, this strategy could have the
potential to reduce health care costs. But, in order to benefit from such a strategy, prime, productive
farmland must be protected.
One of the most compelling reports I have read came from the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning in July 2013. It did not include any additional information that residents of the communities
impacted in Illinois and Indiana had not already stated to INDOT and IDOT; but, the information was
presented in a single format. The report did not favor moving forward with the project with some

specific reasons cited of underestimated costs and overstated usage. If you have not had an opportunity
to read the report, I urge you to do so before casting your vote.
Northwest Indiana is comprised of South Lake County‐ Agriculture and North Lake County‐ Industry. It
has worked; and, it will continue to work provided strategies are implemented that make sense and
benefit Indiana residents. The success of Northwest Indiana lies in the revitalization and redevelopment
of core communities such as Gary, Hammond and East Chicago. We must invest and fix existing
infrastructures and assets. We must protect farmland, natural resources and ecosystems. And, above all,
we must implement strategies that will provide a better quality of life for the residents of Indiana (NOT
Illinois).
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.
Sincerely,
Deborah Trump
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

11/19/13
NIRPC;
This road is not in my backyard. I am against tax money paying for a bad idea and there are thousands of
signatures on petitions from people that agree with me; From Hammond, Highland, Dyer, Porter County,
La Porte County and Illinois. It's not in their backyard either. The following information comes from
Illiana studies and published interviews made by Illiana supporters.
Tollroad Benefits
To those who are still saying the Illiana will relieve traffic congestion on 80/94; That's not true. We all
know the Cambridge Study shows only a 2.2% decrease in traffic. It also puts almost 15% more vehicles
on I‐65 and 35% more on US 41 per day. Indiana transportation money would have to be used to widen,
repave and upgrade I‐65 and US41. Illinois transportation secretary Ann Schneider said $1.5 billion in
work would be needed in connecting roads.
Financing
The Illiana Corridor presentation to the NIRPC Transportation Committee April 9, 2013, page 13 says "P3
transfers risk/cost to the private sector". That's not true either. IDOT just issued a call for investors.
This request confirmed availability payment financing. INDOT has confirmed availability payment
financing. This means a private entity invests upfront costs and Indiana and Illinois will make yearly
payments to them for making the Illiana "available" to the motoring public. The states have to make up
all the money the tolls won't cover. Illinois has already spent $40 million studying the project. Ann
Schneider says "upfront costs could reach $300 million and it could take 18 years to break even". In a
Crain's article, Ann Schneider conceded the state might have to put up more than $600 million of its
own money to build the roadway.
Ann also said "There would be little risk financially for the states. If private investors don't see the
proposed toll way as financially feasible, it will not be built". That's not true. Why would we then have
to guarantee payment? With availability financing the investors can't lose! They are guaranteed their
money. When the tolls aren't enough, the taxpayers have to make up the lost money. What investor

wouldn't take that deal? This isn't a free road. This isn't free money. This is a loan. If the benefits of
this road are so great the investors will be rolling in dough. Why do they need Indiana and Illinois to
guarantee their money? Then after 35 years they'll give the Illiana back to us when it will need major
reconstruction and upkeep costing us even more.
If this road is such a good deal why did Jim Pinkerton from INDOT say last week they just included
widening 12 miles of I‐65 between US 30 and Route 2 in the same package as the Illiana “to make it
more attractive to investors”?
Ann Schneider said $92.3 million has already been spent by IDOT for preliminary work, another $250 to
$300 million in state funds will be needed for utility relocations and land acquisition and another $200
million may be needed to write down borrowing costs and "milestone" payments. IDOT projects
operating/debt service subsidies up to $28 million the first year with some possibly required as long as
15 years. What happens to Indiana's side of the Illiana when Illinois can't make its payments?
JOBS
Illiana supporters told us for years the Illiana would create 28,000 jobs. That's not true. Again, Ann
conceded that's "job years", not total new jobs. She said over the 30 year period covered by a Sept.
27th analysis by IDOT, an estimated 940 more people would hold full time jobs than if the road was
never built. 940! Not 28,000! It would be more cost effective with less negative impact to pay people to
dig a big hole and then cover it back up again. We don't need to make up work. There are good union
jobs already needed in your 20/40 Plan.
A lot of time and money went into NIRPC and CMAPs award winning 20/40 plans. Nobody from either
group decided the Illiana was the way to go. If you vote yes to the Illiana, what does that say about the
people who were paid to develop and approve these plans? Who's wrong? NIRPC? CMAP? Or the
Illiana?
Former Governor Daniels and Governor Pence are strongly pushing this road. Everybody knows neither
Governor has any use for Lake County. They blew up the Cline Ave Bridge and said they'd build us a new
one. Governor Daniels came to Griffith High School and told an auditorium full of taxpayers "you
deserve all the crooked politicians you can vote for". Recently Governor Pence cut the ribbon on a new
intermodal in Indianapolis to help Indiana businesses save money by bypassing Chicago area shipping
facilities. What's he talking about? THAT'S US! That's Lake County. That's the only thing this Illiana is
for. If Governor Pence wants to bypass Chicago why should we put a toll road through Lake County?
An imagined benefit to one Indiana City or one Town in one County at the expense of every other
Indiana taxpayer, city, town and county is wrong!
It seems like the Illiana supporters are drinking the Illiana propaganda Kool Aid. The flavor has been
changed 4 times trying to get everybody to like it. First it was for 80/94 traffic relief (not true), then it
was for jobs (not true), then it was for economic growth (not true) and now IDOT admits it's to "facilitate
Illinois intermodal truck traffic”.
Big business wants to buy a corn field in the middle of nowhere with no infrastructure, build an
intermodal and then expects everybody else to pay for the expressways for their trucks.

Is your voting criteria supposed to be based on whether the Illiana conforms to NIRPC's 2040 Plan? The
main plan goals are rejuvenating northern urban centers and eliminating urban sprawl. The Illiana does
not fit the plan you adopted!
Your vote should not be based on politics. This isn't a game of Monopoly. This is a major mistake that
can't be taken back.
This is a project that nobody would touch for 100 years with massive negative impact and little benefit.
After hearing how the facts, the numbers and the benefits have now changed, how can anybody
rationalize this road? Keep your local transportation money for your local communities. Please vote no
and stop this now.
There are better options out there. They're already in NIRPC's existing award winning 20/40 plan.
Respectfully,
Sandy Linden
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

As part of the 30‐day public comment period, four public meetings were held in all three of NIRPC’s
counties to gather public comment. Meetings were held in all three counties in order to ensure that
the entire NIRPC region was able to provide input on the regional documents the amendments are
being proposed for. The meetings were held on November 2, 2013 in Gary, November 5, 2013 in
Lowell, November 13, 2013 in Portage, and November 19, 2013 in Michigan City.

On November 2, 2013, a public meeting was held at the John W. Anderson Library on the campus of
Indiana University Northwest in Gary, Indiana. There were five attendees who provided the following
comments:
Comment: I am for the Illiana because of employment reasons.
Mike Mance
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Trash Haulers are a lot of traffic through here 400 trucks a day. This route wouldn’t help
that at all. This would take traffic therefore business away from 94, 41, 30, 2, Hammond and Gary. Do
not need to lose more.
Mike Echterling
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

On November 5, 2013 a public meeting was held at Lowell Middle School in Lowell, Indiana. There
were 200 attendees who provided the following comments:
Comment: If you want to be any ruder, have another meeting where you do listen.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I see an airport on this map. Are you rolling over them next?
NIRPC Response: No. The proposed South Suburban airport is shown for information purposes. The
Federal Aviation Administration is also conducting a Tier Two Environmental Impact Statement for the
project.

Comment: You need to listen. We don’t want you here.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: When you did all these studies, did you speak to us? Politicians need to keep what is good
for us in mind.
NIRPC Response: The public involvement process is meant to provide the opportunity for the public to
provide input to our transportation planning work throughout the region. NIRPC appreciates your input
and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: My roots go over 150 years in this town. Why do you feel you can come in and pave over my
heritage?
NIRPC Response: NIRPC requested INDOT provide a response to this comment. Their response follows:
We are sensitive to the impact this project will have on area residents. That is why hundreds of meetings
have been held with members of the public and a multitude of public involvement efforts have been
employed to keep people informed and to seek input. It is our desire to limit impact on landowners as
much as possible, but there will be effects on people since this is a new expressway where there has not
been a roadway before. We are working directly with landowners and listening to ways to reduce
impacts to them. If we cannot avoid taking part or all of some one’s property, we will work closely with
them to ensure they receive fair market value and are able to relocate to a residence allowing them to
maintain a similar lifestyle to which they are accustomed.

Comment: This farmland is for the future generation. Not high speed traffic.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: We don’t want your highway. We don’t want your highway.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Please provide compelling reasons why this expressway is necessary.
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to this comment. Their response follows: Indiana will
benefit from construction of the Illiana Corridor project in many ways. The studies indicate the project
will reduce the strain of truck traffic on local roads, thus improving safety, cutting commute times and
reducing congestion.
Economic benefits are also expected from the investment of millions of dollars in the state. Jobs will be
created and supported during construction through direct employment on the project as well as indirect
jobs from suppliers and vendors.

Comment: I will have to come out in favor of the Illiana Tollway for all the reasons already mentioned at
previous meetings: jobs, congestion, etc. Thank you.
Mike Sferrezza
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: A different route south of Lowell where is population is less is making some sense. The
ground there near the Kankakee River is sand and could support the weight with less improvement and
modification.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Illiana Tollway. The road to nowhere. Estimated 6,000 acres of black dirt farmland
destroyed. Could we flatten 6,000 acres of Gary, IN for farmland as a trade off?
NIRPC Response: No.

Comment: 1. Who is pushing so hard to get this through and why? 2. Where is the funding for this
project coming from? 3. Is this a toll road or an interstate? 4. Is there funding for this and how much
so far is there?
NIRPC Response: INDOT provided the following answers to the above questions: The idea of an Illiana
corridor goes back decades – as far back as 1909. The idea was to move people and goods around Lake

Michigan. The Illiana study team has strong support for the planning process, which was kicked off by
the governors of both states. Many elected officials also support the project and have passed resolutions
in support of the project. INDOT is pursuing this project to respond to transportation needs and decades
of local comments about the need for a new east west transportation corridor.
Toll revenues will provide the majority of the funding. It is anticipated that private developers will form a
consortium to help fund the project. State funds for engineering and land acquisition will also be used.
It is an interstate tollroad. Plans to designate it as an interstate may occur later.
INDOT has provided approximately $15 million for preliminary engineering and environmental studies. A
financial plan is currently being prepared that will identify funding for the project.

Comment: I have no personal agenda in this issue and try to be open‐minded and consider both sides. I
sense that we are being fed inaccurate information. I am concerned for the taxpayers.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Not just no, but hell no.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: NIRPC won an award for the 2040 Plan. Congrats!!! Don’t blow it now by including the
Illiana.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I think this tollroad is not the way to spend our tax dollars. Most truckers will continue their
route on the free roads, not pay tolls. It will destroy our family farmland which my father‐in‐law worked
so hard to obtain to leave to his sons. Memories will be wiped out to the roar of loud trucks rambling
through our country calm. I don’t understand how the people in charge try to say it will create jobs for
the community – it will destroy our farm jobs. Please vote NO to this project.
Nancy Herlitz
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I’m strongly against this toll road. I do not see the benefits of the road other than
connecting the trucks. No local people or the heavy traffic will use. It cuts through my family farm that
we have had since the late 1800’s and will cause great difficulty to my farm which is my life.
(Signature unreadable)

NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Any money from Indiana would be better spent on fixing Cline Avenue with a bridge (free)
and fixing the current infrastructure. Lowell will be a ghost town if this road dissects it from the rest of
Lake County. All predictions of jobs, etc. are vastly overrated.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: People won’t use this road. It is a toll road. Statistics say only 12% difference in flow off our
current roads. What a waste of money!!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Please stop this senseless money pit of spending for a road we do not need or want!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: This road is one big nightmare! It will be taking away homes, farms and farmland with no
benefit to the state of Indiana. The taxpayers will be hung out to dry when the road doesn’t make any
money. The worst thing you could do is partner with the broke state of Illinois. Taking this land off the
tax rolls, won’t they have to increase our taxes? Not to mention how this will affect our emergency
services. I have been to all the meetings and they have over‐inflated all the numbers. If you look at the
true numbers, you have to vote “NO!”
Georgene Rosinko
NIRPC Response: INDOT is projecting increased economic output expected to result from the Illiana
Corridor, with a resulting increase in local and state tax revenues.

Comment: Wouldn’t a better investment for Indiana residents be to fix Cline Avenue Bridge vs. this
road? Or how about done roads that are in terrible shape. Residents in Lowell pay more money to fix
cars from potholes on our county roads vs. making any impact to what we receive in tax incentives. Will
there be tax breaks for towns impacted by this proposal? What is the benefit to Indiana residents? ‐
Leticia Medina
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to this comment. Their response follows: The money that
will be used for the Illiana Corridor construction would come from a Public Private Partnership and would
not impact projects on existing state facilities. There is currently an agreement in place in the City of East
Chicago to replace the Cline Avenue bridge. INDOT does not maintain county roads and is not involved in
taxes for local communities.

Indiana will benefit from construction of the Illiana Corridor project in many ways. The studies indicate
the project will reduce the strain of truck traffic on local roads, thus improving safety, cutting commute
times and reducing congestion. It will also result in construction jobs and long‐term employment growth,
as well as increased economic output.
Comment: Putting this road south of here near Kankakee is a more direct diagonal route to I‐55.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: The noise pollution to our area will be a very big problem.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Just say no!
(Signature unreadable)
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I live on Cline St. and am completely against this Illiana road. I am very disappointed
because this is a new home on 10 acres and will be affected.
Efrain Medina
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: We know you don’t care, but we do.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: $1.5 billion for? Why not fix the roads and bridges we have?
NIRPC Response: The Indiana portion of the Illiana cost is approximately $300 million. Toll revenue and
private sector money will be used for the road. The Illiana project will not take away from other INDOT
projects. This is private sector money being sought for the road. The private sector does not fix existing
infrastructure unless it can make money from it.

Comment: Why are Porter and LaPorte County involved in a study that doesn’t impact them?
NIRPC Response: NIRPC is a three‐county regional organization and all of its decisions are made by all
members acting in cooperation.

Comment: Why are people on the board who are not impacted by this decision?
NIRPC Response: NIRPC is a three‐county regional organization and all of its decisions are made by all
members acting in cooperation.

Comment: Why is Indiana wanting to build a road (toll) for the benefit of the Peotone Airport when it
will surely be a death blow to the Gary Airport which Indiana should be trying to promote?
NIRPC Response: The Gary/Chicago International Airport is an existing facility that is ready to meet the
needs of business for transportation of goods. The Gary/Chicago Airport is already an operating airport
with short‐term plans to extend their main runway. The proposed South Suburban Airport near Peotone,
Illinois has yet to complete its Environmental Impact Statement, nor is there funding identified for
construction.

Comment: Stay strong NIRPC – don’t be bullied by INDOT. Do not vote for the Illiana Tollroad.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Will there be sound barriers along the route? Answer this – this meeting.
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to this question. Their response follows: A noise analysis
is being conducted as part of the study process to tell us whether the project will exceed the federal
standard or if there is a substantial change from the existing noise levels and if so, noise mitigation
measures will be analyzed.

Comment: To NIRPC Members – from Susan Osburn. Although I know you will most likely receive all
comments in a huge group and not take the time to give each one your consideration, I certainly hope
that you do take the time. My previous comments will be included in that large group of documents and
they contain valid reasons not to build the Illiana. One thing I’d like to add is that rural toll roads have
failed before and this one’s a failure too. Inflated projections will most likely end the natural habitat,
prime farmland, rural landscape, wetlands and many people’s lives – all because of inflated projections
and politics (and poor planning).
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: This tollroad will not benefit Indiana at all and in Lowell citizens will be in jeopardy when the
ambulance and fire trucks cannot get to your residence as quickly as before (especially if there happens
to be a call on the tollroad) and people will die because of this. It won’t bring any business to our town

and children will be on school busses for 1+ hours. Lowell has the largest route for school busses and
this is going to impact that negatively also.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: NIRPC represents One Region – The Illiana will split the region and promote urban sprawl –
do not approve it.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: YES
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: NO
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Dear Voting Authority, I am a Lowell resident and I am asking you to vote no on the
proposed Illiana tollway for the following reasons. I feel that Illinois’ interest in this is purely for the
proposed Peotone Airport. This toll road would be a gateway straight to that airport. We have a great
opportunity in the expansion of our own Gary Airport and I feel that would be a blow to that. I also feel
that NIRPC should invest in the dollars we have to go to our urban centers for a trauma/teaching
hospital. Thank you for voting no.
Paul Kristina
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I was surprised that there was no presentation or NIRPC rep talking about the Illiana
Tollway. Also dismayed that the only rep for south Lake County people on the NIRPC commissioners are
two people from North Lake County: one from Gary and the other from the Surveyor’s office. Nobody
from South Lake County to speak for us. This is going to divide Lake County even more. It is not needed
and has no benefit to Indiana. Will cost the taxpayers much money in the end.
Ronald R. DeCalco
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: We’ve needed a road like this for 30 years, too much money has been invested in this to
stop now. Build it!

Donna Hancock
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: How will this road be paid for? How long will it take to build? Is there money to move
residents and find them equivalent land and homes?
NIRPC Response: Private funds are being sought for construction of the Illiana.
Under current timelines, if the approval process stays as anticipated, construction could be finished as
soon as 2018.
INDOT has planned funds for property acquisition for this project.

Comment: I can’t believe you would have a meeting and have nothing to say and not allowing people to
talk!!!
Darlene Corm
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
There are many possible public meeting formats and NIRPC chose the format used in order to maximize
the number of comments the public would be able to contribute.

Comment: You have Ed Corm’s letter on file! He has to leave for another meeting. The people of the
area believe the toll road will not serve this area’s needs. Please reconsider.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: My dad did the payroll for I‐65 back in the late 60’s and I know for a fact there weren’t a lot
of workers, and those people certainly did NOT get rich!! This Illiana “jobs talk” sounds “too good to be
true.” Can you even begin to give information on salaries and length of time construction workers will
be under contract and to whom (company/companies)? Trickle down effect – construction workers are
at the bottom of the payscale.
Lisa Zarych
NIRPC Response: No specific construction contractor cost information can be given at this time as no
construction projects have been let for bid yet.

Comment: Gov. Pence (IN) and Gov. Quinn (IL) were shaking hands in the newspapers at the same time
Lake County, IN was reporting that our “NO” vote was going to stop the Illiana road construction. This is

not good politicking and makes this road deal sound like a “done deal” and no amount of arguing would
change progress. What is Indiana getting for Pence’s yes vote!!
Lisa Zarych
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I have written over 100 letters saying no Illiana but you don’t care. My farm on Holtz Road
has bog land and you’ll never be able to build on it! I lost my best field to water at bottom of hills. ‐
Mrs. Jean Hulsey
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Lake County will be split in half and businesses will suffer. Many small businesses have
already shut their doors.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Illinois built I‐55, I‐57 and one other since the 1960’s – major highways. Why in a failing
economy, government leadership disasters and a financial debt even China wants to see “taken care of”
which USA cannot – are we just now wanting to take on a toll road that disrupts – not the corn and
beanfields of the 60’s – but homes, businesses, extensive properties – that most have voted “NO” to this
highway? And at what cost? Illiana is not going to stop needless accidents and loss of lives just as I‐55,
I‐57, 80/94, toll road through Indiana and I‐65 and I‐69!
Lisa Zarych
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their response follows: The
Illiana has the potential to drive economic growth through attraction and expansion of businesses that
support thousands of jobs. Funding has been dedicated to the purchase of land to build the expressway.
The state will own the new facility. The collection of tolls will provide for the construction, maintenance,
and operation of the expressway. There is even a potential of generating a funding surplus over the life
of the Illiana so this approach makes sense as a responsible way to build a vitally needed transportation
facility.

Comment: The federal government is $17 trillion in debt. Illinois is facing bankruptcy. Do you really
think you are going to get this finished if you start it? Think the people at NIRPC who vote for this
should have their names and votes made public, if it passes, those who voted for it should be held
accountable for their vote. NIRPC should be concerned about other projects and transportation issues
and that this project will drain money out of.
Taxes will go down in the south part of the county due to the highway ruining property value. Flooding
will occur on the north side of the highway. The groundwater level will drop on the south side. County

revenue will drop. County cops will have to patrol. This will affect the wetlands of the Grand Kankakee
which will affect water quality over the whole region. The county will be cut in two! There is already
limited groundwater supply in the whole tri‐creek area going east of I‐65. This will negate the study
proposition of more jobs because of development.
Has Mike Pence, Ed Charbonneau or Ed Soliday threatened to cut off any grants or funding if NIRPC
votes against this? What is Gary, Hammond and East Chicago going to do about the projected decrease
in truck traffic? Peotone Airport will benefit from this tollroad. It will hurt the Gary Airport
development. So why does Mike Pence want to help Illinois? Pence, Charbonneau and Soliday are
getting big campaign donations from the operating engineers, Walsh & Kelly and Reith Riley (via a PAC).
Found this out on Secretary of State Campaign Funding website. Back to water: Reith & Riley are pitting
a quarry in a t Rt. 2 and Rangeline Road. Their plan is to go down 300 feet and pump groundwater out
to the ditch, which will take it to the Mississippi River. The watershed for 10‐20 sq. mi. will be affected.
If they go down deeper than this, it will affect the entire aquifer for hundreds of square miles. My
information says Ed Charbonneau got himself put in charge of the official Water Resources Study
Commission for Indiana so he can get this issue handled “properly” – put it under a “Study Commission
Rug” so people who are affected will not have anywhere to get help at the State level.
Lorraine M Bank
NIRPC Response: The Illiana will only be built if sufficient private sector funds are committed.
No elected officials have “threatened” NIRPC.
The following is a response from INDOT: INDOT is pursuing this project to respond to transportation
needs and decades of local comments about the need for a new east‐west transportation corridor.

Comment: Don’t trust INDOT – Don’t build.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: The Illiana is a huge mistake. For Indiana there is no reason for this road. It creates a fence
that runs from I‐65 to Illinois. The planned exchanges will not help or cause enough economic growth to
offset the damage to the area (economically, socially or for future planning). It causes intra‐structure
problems. It is enough against the NIRPC plans for this area, especially to the north, that a no‐build
should be put forward and accepted.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Everyone except Indiana and the residents of Indiana will benefit but not the people who live
here!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Let Build In. We need a train to Lowell and Valparaiso (right of way in place). Stop this road
to nowhere. The Illiana Toll Road would benefit ILL not IN.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: gailwinebrenner@yahoo.com: no highway! Put it in your farm and backyard! This is an
abortion to our land.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: gailwinebrenner@yahoo.com: no highway! It’s an abortion to the family farm.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Let’s use the money for Indiana. The Illiana Toll Way would go to a (intermodal) truck
facility in Ill. How would that benefit IN? Gov. Quinn (Ill) wants the Peotone Airport. This road is
designed to feed that airport. That will be the kiss of death for Gary’s airport. We need a train to
Lowell.
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response for this comment. Their answer follows: By
relieving congestion in the I‐80/94 corridor and local arterial roads in the Illiana study area, opportunities
for economic development will be enhanced in areas outside of the actual alignment of the Illiana.
Distribution facilities served by the existing intermodals are found in Indiana, and plans for new
intermodal facilities in Indiana are also being discussed.

Comment: I have attended each of the Lowell meetings. The only thing I have learned from these
meetings is how crooked our states have become. Even though their own studies and committees have
proven that this highway is unnecessary and tax wasting they have continued to push this project
through. I will use every power I have to campaign against those who have put their individual gains
above those of their constituents. This country was founded by the people. Listen to them for once.
Michelle Dumbsky
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: As a taxpayer I believe taxpayers should have more of a say in decisions like whether or not
the Illiana Tollroad should be built, this should not be a political decisions like it is turning out to be… NO
ILLIANA TOLLROAD!!!

NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: NO TOLLWAY!!
Kenny Idirata
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Why have you scheduled meetings or forums as far away from this issue as Gary, Portage,
and Michigan City?
Dan Roeske
NIRPC Response: The NIRPC region covers Lake, Porter, and LaPorte Counties. When regionally
significant project are proposed, NIRPC tries to provide convenient opportunities for all parts of the
region to participate in the public involvement process.

Comment: This is all politics and people could care less about the birds and wildlife. Use trains! No
highway. ‐ ellenkrick@yahoo.com
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: What about the environment? You are closing valuable farmland forever under blacktop
and oil waste? This is the cornbelt every commercial waving flags says Americas farmland = heartland.
You are forever closing the land and destroying the environment, destroying family legacies, destroying
homesteads forever, destroying precious NATURAL BEAUTY AND WETLANDS. Why? No one wants this!
ellenkrick@yahoo.com
NIRPC Response: According to the Tier 1 EIS the proposed Illiana will replace 708 acres of
Indiana land currently in agricultural use with highway. NIRPC staff utilized the Purdue
University’s Long‐Term Hydrologic Impact Analysis (L‐THIA) model to provide a cursory estimate
of the annual water quantity and quality impacts resulting from a conversion of these acres
from agriculture to commercial use. L‐THIA tells us that this land use change would result in an
additional runoff depth of 10.4 inches and runoff volume increase of 952 acre‐feet (or 310
million gallons) of water per year.
Suspended solids loading would increase by 45%, from an estimated 50 tons to 72 tons per year.
Biochemical Oxygen Demand by pollutant loads would increase from 2 tons to 30 tons per year.
L‐THIA also predicts the addition of this developed land area will annually generate 15 tons of
Chemical Oxygen Demand, 12 tons of oil and grease, and over 500 pounds of heavy metals that
are not presently created by agricultural land uses. Receiving streams within Indiana’s portion
of the Illiana corridor are all tributaries to Singleton Ditch, which empties into the Kankakee

River near Momence. Excessive sediment loading is already a concern for the Kankakee River
and the communities that rely on the river as a water source and for recreation.
The Illiana Corridor Tier Two Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will address all impacts to natural
and built resources, including agricultural resources. A guiding principle of the project is to avoid
impacting resources where possible, to minimize impacts where they are unavoidable, and to provide
appropriate mitigation for impacted resources, in accordance with the National Environmental
Protection Act (NEPA). The study has extensively coordinated with the farm bureaus in both states as
well as individual agricultural property owners to minimize farm severances, to promote better drainage,
and to address road connectivity to agri‐business concerns.

Comment: Why won’t you use railroads? Rail saves gas and will not invade and divide family
homesteads. Plus it’s economical, we were told that it was already voted at the first meeting against
but it was not put to public votes. This is truly a tragic turn to our environment. No highway!
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their answer follows: The
Illiana Corridor study has coordinated extensively with the region’s railroad companies. Collectively and
individually, the Class I railroads have opposed a freight railroad component within the Illiana Corridor.
However, the proposed Illiana Corridor highway facility has received support by the freight railroad
industry as a connection to their existing and proposed intermodal freight transfer facilities.

Comment: Who is caring about the 2600 acres of farmland and family farms? How is it legal it’s like
communistic takeover, so wrong! Taking all the farms without any voting towards farms and farmers.
No highway! ellenkrick@yahoo.com
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their answer follows: It is
INDOT’s responsibility and desire to thoroughly study the impacts of the proposed Illiana Expressway,
including on farmland and private properties. INDOT is working hard to keep farms intact. That is why
hundreds of meetings have been held with members of the public and Farm Bureaus and a multitude of
public involvement efforts have been employed to keep people informed and to seek input. We have met
with farmers in their homes and are willing to meet with anyone to discuss impacts and ways to limit
them, if possible. It is our desire to limit impact on landowners as much as possible, but there will be
effects on people since this is a new expressway where there has not been a roadway before. If we
cannot avoid taking part or all of some one’s property, we will work closely with them to ensure they
receive fair market value and are able to relocate to a residence allowing them to maintain a similar
lifestyle to which they are accustomed.

Comment: Who is speaking for the wildlife? No one. Why is this valuable area designated for a toll
road when it is blue collar farms that depend on their land for their livelihood? It is so wrong and not
wanted. It’s a horrible tragedy to see this happen. ellenkrick@yahoo.com
NIRPC Response: The Illiana Corridor Tier Two Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will address all
impacts to natural and built resources, including agricultural resources. A guiding principle of the project

is to avoid impacting resources where possible, to minimize impacts where they are unavoidable, and to
provide appropriate mitigation for impacted resources, in accordance with the National Environmental
Protection Act (NEPA). The study has extensively coordinated with the farm bureaus in both states as
well as individual agricultural property owners to minimize farm severances, to promote better drainage,
and to address road connectivity to agri‐business concerns.

Comment: This is a ruse, lie and politically hand warmer at the expense of the farmers.
ellenkrick@yahoo.com
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: No highway! gailkrick@yahoo.com
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: What about the lasting effect on our water table and animals? Waterfowl will be
devastated. No highway! ellenkrick@yahoo.com
NIRPC Response: NIRPC did not directly evaluate the impact of this project on the water table in the
proposed project area. While we are aware that groundwater in the region of the project is vulnerable
and that the water table is often high, the 2040 CRP does not have specific goals or objectives related to
the water table or groundwater. However, several objectives in the Clean Water Goals relate to this
topic indirectly. These include elimination of inappropriate use of septic systems, promoting the
upgrading of aging water infrastructure, and facilitate regional planning for water supply and demand.
The Illiana Corridor Tier Two Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will address all impacts to natural
and built resources, including agricultural resources. A guiding principle of the project is to avoid
impacting resources where possible, to minimize impacts where they are unavoidable, and to provide
appropriate mitigation for impacted resources, in accordance with the National Environmental
Protection Act (NEPA). The study has extensively coordinated with the farm bureaus in both states as
well as individual agricultural property owners to minimize farm severances, to promote better drainage,
and to address road connectivity to agri‐business concerns.

Comment: The proposal to conjoin this area is absurd. Nobody here need this toll way nor wants it.
This is farmland and rural housing that would nothing but trouble with noise, pollution and
maintenance. We don’t want another subdivision of Gary and Chicago. There is minimal crime and no
commuter trains or CTA buses. There are enough expressways in this area so we don’t need another.
Politicians and Chinese business have no reason TO BE HERE. All of us in Lowell together know you all
have made a bad decision.
Paul Crouse

NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Building this Illiana is a joke! Why can’t you guarantee it will work and if it doesn’t all you
people pay for it, buy losing your jobs and homes!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: The current route would come near my house which is White Oak Ave. in Lowell near the
power lines. 1 mile from US 41. We really don’t want the road. It will ruin a lot of wildlife and many
hunters in IN and IL. I’ll be glad when it’s over with.
Bob Bunkowfst.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Why to not include the Illiana Toll Road in your 2040 Plan –
1. Early on, the “Times” reported that only 4% of the traffic on I‐80 and US 30 would be relieved by the
construction of the Illiana (not enough to justify!)
2. Truckers aren’t going to use it because of the tolls – that’s why the Indiana Toll Road is not used by
truckers.
3. I thought that your 40 yr. plan wanted to build transportation in the northern part of the county in
order to spur growth of the urban areas.
4. Leave the urban areas urban and the rural areas rural!
Man up! Please vote NO to the Illiana! I know all of you are under great pressure to include this in
your plan ‐ please don’t!
Richard Bochart
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: INDOT do not request for corridor to go through
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Put money into roads that already exist instead of building a road that no one can afford.
Yes, it would create jobs but they are temporary – no road.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: The cost of the expressway has been disputed. Who is right?

NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide an explanation of their costs: The Illiana study team has
arrived at its figures based on analysis for similar type projects, and its cost estimates were found by a
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) cost review to be within 2% of the review estimate. INDOT has
experience in public private partnerships and private sector competition and innovation reduced
construction costs for Indiana’s East End Crossing of the Ohio River Bridges project by $224 million or 23
percent and we expect it will reduce costs for the Illiana Corridor as well.

Comment: As a citizen and taxpayer of Lake Co., IN, I am appalled and saddened by the “politics” of the
Illiana Tollroad. It seems no one cares what the people think or how its ruining their livelihood. Starting
with our Governor and I know the CMAP vote was not on the up and up. The politicians have forgotten
who they are working for – the people. I am close but not directly affected by this abomination but
there is no positive things thins will do for Indiana. It will only hurt us but no one cares. I can only hope
NIRPC stands up for the taxpayers and the people of Lake Co., IN. We will be in jeopardy with our school
busses, ambulance and fire dept. Lowell will not see any growth from this. Only Illinois. So please
consider the people when you vote on this and make us proud of someone. That would be so
heartlifting after so much deceit. Thank you very much.
Gayle Schulfer
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: We always hear how this road will make our travel better. May be I would believe it if
specific ways were offered. The Illiana does not go anywhere I or anyone I know want to go, but it
definitely will block my path in many ways – fire – police – bus – all increasing our expenses.
Kathleen Blink
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I believe the building of this highway will do nothing for our economy and create an
expense to the taxpayers by introducing this road to I‐65 and 41. The farmland around Lowell will
become attractive to factories and industry removing farmland from production and reducing the small
town environment to urban sprawl. Thereby eliminating all that is what Lowell is and has been for the
last 150 years. I also believe the politics involved with this road are there to benefit Chicago and will
only be a burden to Indiana with tax money to pay for and subsidize maintenance. Historically toll
roads built with and funded by private investors have failed as will this one. Why spend good money
after bad.
Charlie Blink
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Who wants to drive 10 miles south on crowded I‐65 to get to a toll road – (that taxpayers
will ultimately be paying for, for many years)? That may help some a few minutes. Then back north

again. It doesn’t make sense. What about Cline Avenue, casino revenue went down with that highway.
Casino revenue that benefitted everyone!!
Kathleen Blink
NIRPC Response: It is meant to serve trucks coming up from the south and using the intermodal and
distribution facilities in Illinois and Indiana.

Comment: Explain the real purpose for the road! The disruption to homes, wildlife and environment
outweigh the benefits of a tollroad. If it was moved 25 miles south it would affect very little.
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to this comment. Their response follows: INDOT is
pursuing this project to respond to transportation needs and decades of local comments about the need
for a new east‐west transportation corridor.

Comment: Do not take the farmer’s land.
Jennifer Lopez
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: This project does not have a chance in hell! No group of investors would invest in such a
risky project! Hopefully the property will not be taken from farmers in “Quick Take.”
Jim Baskerville
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Lake County Indiana now has an income tax! If you take peoples hard earned money, then
do the right thing and pay people a fair amount for their property!!!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Dear Illiana Toll road, what are you going to do for the real family farms? My family has
farmed all their lives, and now you want to put the Illiana Expressway right through the property! If
you’re going to put a toll road right next to my family’s home (farm) then you need to buy their house
and barns, and the property that will be used for the Illiana Toll Road!!! ‐ Thomas Rokosz
NOTE: Replace my family’s farm, this is what my family does for a living. To put food on the table. Our
ground (property) is valuable to us!
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their response follows: The
proposed alignment for the highway has changed many times as we try to avoid severing farm

properties. We are sensitive to the impact this project will have on area residents. That is why hundreds
of meetings have been held with members of the public and a multitude of public involvement efforts
have been employed to keep people informed and to seek input. It is our desire to limit impact on
landowners as much as possible, but there will be effects on people since this is a new expressway where
there has not been a roadway before. We are working directly with landowners and listening to ways to
reduce impacts to them. If we cannot avoid taking part or all of some one’s property, we will work
closely with them to ensure they receive fair market value and are able to relocate to a residence
allowing them to maintain a similar lifestyle to which they are accustomed.

Comment: This road is taking our family farm. It’s our living and what puts food on your table. Has
your people ever truly thought of impact on farm ground loss? We want you to replace farm we will be
losing.
Barbara Kritz
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their response follows: It is
INDOT’s responsibility and desire to thoroughly study the impacts of the proposed Illiana Expressway
including on farmland and private properties. INDOT is working hard to keep farms intact. That is why
hundreds of meetings have been held with members of the public and Farm Bureaus and a multitude of
public involvement efforts have been employed to keep people informed and to seek input. INDOT has
met with farmers in their homes and are willing to meet with anyone to discuss impacts and ways to
limit them, if possible. It is INDOT’s desire to limit impact on landowners as much as possible, but there
will be effects on people since this is a new expressway where there has not been a roadway before.

Comment: Our area needs more important projects done than this tollway. Indiana has projects they
need to spend money on besides a tollway only Illinois is interested in. You’re tearing up beautiful
country and destroying farmers which we need.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: How do they come up with the price for the land that is in the way of the roadway? Is this
(B‐3) plan the one that is to be used?
NIRPC Response: INDOT pays fair market value for property, based upon independent appraisals and
coordination with landowners.

Comment: No Build! Destroying wetlands wooded areas 42 homes in ½ mile 3 lakes: Lake Julia, Twin
Lakes, Goose Bay. The trucks won’t use the highway.
Ted Gross
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: The 2040 Plan promotes “one region” by reinvestment in the urban core regions (we’re only
as strong as our weakest link). “Sprawl” is poison to the plan.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: 27 years – 22 years at Lake Dale on LDVFD. Too many places along the route that my sons
and I haven’t fished and hunted. It will be lost forever!
Wroe King
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Please keep your 2040 Plan as it is and do not include the Illiana.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: My neighbors are having their property subdivided with their home directly under the
expressway. Their home – their life savings and their children’s heritage will be unsafe, polluted (noise
and light pollution) and worthless. Illogical, inaccurate, irresponsible, incomprehensible. NO!
christinekrick@yahoo.com
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Why no railroad? Why haven’t we been offered full value for our property?? Why is the
property behind a home being purchased with no value on the home itself? What good will the home
be? Ridiculous!! Why no Metra station? NO! christinekrick@yahoo.com
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their response follows:
INDOT has not purchased any property for the Illiana project and have not contacted homeowners at this
point. That cannot happen until a record of decision by the Federal Highway Administration moves the
project forward. INDOT anticipates that approval could happen in the spring of 2014.

Comment: NO! Why the charade?? Of meetings and cards for comments? This was settled last year.
Insulting!! christinekrick@yahoo.com
NIRPC Response: The federal transportation planning process requires public participation for transit
and highway planning.

Comment: What about the wildlife? The waterfowl? The tree frogs? Our ecological system destroyed
for a highway?? Is this the 50’s??? NO! christinekrick@yahoo.com
NIRPC Response: Staff considered these issues in the NIRPC White Paper in the Environmental Impacts
section under goals for Managed Growth, Clean Water, and Clean Land. Specific CRP Objectives relative
to these topics under the two goals include:
The Illiana Expressway severs two primary north/south corridors identified in the Northwest Indiana
Green Infrastructure Network including West Creek and Cedar Creek. While opportunities have been
identified by the Illiana planning team to mitigate corridor impacts, there is no assurance that these
strategies will be implemented per state policies.
The Illiana Corridor Tier Two Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will address all impacts to natural
and built resources, including threatened and endangered species and other resources, and will include
sustainability opportunities for enhancing these resources with wildlife crossings, native grass and tree
planting, and stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs). A guiding principle of the project is to
avoid impacting resources where possible, to minimize impacts where they are unavoidable, and to
provide appropriate mitigation for impacted resources, in accordance with the National Environmental
Protection Act (NEPA).

Comment: Several months ago, there was a meeting for about 400 invited possible investors in the
tollroad. How many actually came or actually agreed to invest their money or businesses in this
project?? Also, how many of the invited actually came to the meeting? Prove it!!
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their response follows: A list
of registrations is available on the Illiana P3 website http://www.illianacorridor.org/p3/library/. In
November, INDOT issues a Request for Qualifications to any interested investors. Those interested
investors have until January 10, 2014 to express interest in the project.

Comment: 1. If this tollroad is indeed agreed upon and funded who will benefit from the tolls
collected? Will they stay in Northwest Indiana or be sent downstate? 2. We currently have a volunteer
fire dept. and EMS here in Lowell. How do you possibly think we can protect and service a tollroad as
well as our own community. We don’t have the manpower or means to effectively protect our
community and service this road!! 3. Having been raised in a “small town atmosphere” all my life I had
hoped to raise my family just the same. Yes, growth is important but not at the expense of our farms
and small hometown!
NIRPC Response: The state will retain any toll money collected and will provide availability payment to
the concessionaire to build and maintain the road. The state will retain any toll revenues in excess of
those required to maintain the road.

Comment: Please vote no. My family has had the same farm for 110 years. My great‐grandparents
bought the homestead and land for my family. I am planning on continuing the farm. If the Illiana

comes through it will cut my fields in half. And I will lose 78 acres. I live in Peotone on W. Kennedy Rd.
East of Rt. 45. Besides myself, I feel that this will change our rural community to being more congested.
Why expand the congestion further south?
Nicole Issert
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: If the airline industry was genuinely interested in Peotone and the earlier plan to continue
from I‐355 at 80 to Peotone and on to I‐65 run by the ISJHA, which has shown it can build and run
tollways teamed up with its Indiana counterpart (which no longer exists) then it has a thread of logic, at
least. Sited as it is (to skirt just south of the massive 35 sq. mi. airport footprint) is too far south to
alleviate traffic problems in the Chicagoland megalopolis. Mega twin boondoggles!
Anthony Rayson
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Please vote no to the Illiana Tollway. This project will damage our area and our way of life.
These are not empty and vacant lots, it’s mostly crops and farms. The Illiana is unwanted here and
truthfully, not a need. Please use our resources responsibly and the Illiana does not qualify. This is not
good for our farms or our area. Please vote – NO – Illiana Tollway.
Thank you,
D.M. Tierney
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: What a farce of a meeting this is!! Silence is golden – or gold in your pocket!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.
There are many possible public meeting formats and NIRPC chose the format used in order to maximize
the number of comments the public wo9uld be able to contribute.

Comment: Can you tell me how much money (tax money) has been spent on this project so far? Either
ILL or IND or separately?
Thanks,
R. Kurmis
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their response follows:
Currently, INDOT has budgeted $8.25M for Tier One studies and $3.5M for Tier Two studies.

Comment: How are you going to monitor all the traffic on this toll road. Policemen & truck weigh
stations, etc. this is a waste of Indiana taxpayer dollars. Should spend your money or should I say our
money to serve Illinois this is already broke. Don’t let Illinois politicians sucker you into this. I VOTE FOR
A NO BUILD “2040”.
Scott Hedrick
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to this comment. Their response follows: No weigh
stations are planned for the Illiana project. Police protection on the Indiana Toll Road (I‐80/90) which is
also a P3 is contracted with Indiana State Police through the concessionaire. We anticipate a similar
arrangement will be pursued on this project.

Comment: I believe the Illiana is a huge waste of money and will benefit politicians and the politically
connected. It is unnecessary and being forced on us. Also the amount of jobs it is supposed to create is
greatly over‐estimated to make it seem more acceptable.
John Olenik
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: The benefits that the expressway will provide have been disputed. Who is right?
I would like to address the fact that the number of jobs (temporary 9000) is greatly overinflated.
2) The number of trucks expected to travel a new toll road cannot be realistic, look @ how many trucks
went to 80/94 when the Indiana toll road raised tolls
3) The people who live in these communities do not want a blight like this where we live.
4) Traffic on I‐65 is already bad enough, if the expected amount of traffic travels a new road to I‐65 it
will be the newest road with extreme traffic back ups.
5) Who is going to be responsible for the externalities of diesel exhaust, gasoline exhaust, that would be
vastly increased. These forms of pollution are proven to be a negative health factor.
6) This project will not be an economic gain for the people of the community, look at the current toll
road there are fewer attendants and only minimum wage jobs to create more working poor & urban
sprawl.
Jeremy Hartmeyer
NIRPC Response: NIRPC is not aware of any current program or methodology for assigning costs of
negative externalities relating to air pollution to sources. Typically a project is required to mitigate
(reduce or offset) potential air emissions that are predicted to exceed standards or safe levels established
in air quality regulation.
Several air quality studies and analysis have been conducted by the Illiana project team as a part of their
preparation of the environmental impact statement. These results were recently summarized in the
Illiana Air Quality Technical Report. NIRPC staff reviewed this document in relation to the Clean Air Goal
of the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan. Some air pollutant emissions are predicted to increase as a
result of the project, while others may decrease slightly. Many exhaust related air quality pollutants
with significant direct health impacts, known as Mobile Source Air Toxics, others are predicted to
decrease 83% over the next few years as US EPA clean engine and clean fuel rules become implemented
in vehicle fleets. An overview of these changes are presented in the NIRPC Illiana White Paper. In

general, construction of the project is anticipated to increase Hydrocarbon emissions by 0.5%, increase
Nitrogen Oxides by 3.3%, increase Carbon Monoxide by 0.4%, decrease Particulate Matter by 1.9%,and
decrease fine particulate matter by 0.3%.
INDOT was also asked to provide a response to this comment. Their comment follows: The Illiana
Corridor Study has used proven methods for developing the benefits that have been reviewed by state
and federal agencies, as part of the environmental impact statement process.
The Illiana Corridor Tier Two Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will address air quality issues, and is
coordinating with a bi‐state Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Air Quality Committee to ensure
that regional air quality conformity is met by the project. A guiding principle of the project is to avoid
impacting resources where possible, to minimize impacts where they are unavoidable, and to provide
appropriate mitigation for impacted resources, in accordance with the National Environmental
Protection Act (NEPA).

Comment: I am totally against this toll road. I have written many letters to this board and others. Illinois
is broke and Indiana will see no benefit. Vote No.
Dan Grelck
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Attaching our Great State to Illinois is destructive in it its own right!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: We don’t need it, we don’t want it, and we won’t use it. Don’t undermine the Region by
supporting the Illiana – vote for No‐Build.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: If the Illiana and widening of 65 are being proposed at the same time, would it not make
sense to widen 65 all the way to the Illiana junction instead of just to 231?
Beth Schaulat
NIRPC Response: INDOT has sent a request to NIRPC that would extend the widening of I‐65 south to
State Road 2.

Comment: After spending many many hours participating in the public outreach process, which led to
the 2040 Plan, I’m badly disappointed that the AWARD Winning Plan is now being altered. Why have so
many Public Outreach sessions if you’re going to ignore the wishes of those that participated?

NIRPC Response: Any new project that expands roadway capacity must be added to the Comprehensive
Regional Plan in order to receive Federal funding. There are many people in this region with varying
viewpoints, and no one is ignored as the NIRPC Commissioners consider whether a new project is
consistent with the region’s adopted Plan. It is not yet decided whether the Plan is being altered to
include this project. We are glad for your continued participation in the planning process and for your
ongoing concern for the integrity of the Plan.

Comment: Don Parker has been instructed by his constituents to vote NO on including the Illiana in
your plans. DO NOT accept him abstaining!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Voters ‐‐‐‐‐ Please do the right thing. Do not be influenced by those with private agendas or
those who will get personal gain. The Right thing
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: With so many of our country roads and highways in such poor condition, wouldn’t these
extreme costs be better spent on improving what we already have?
NIRPC Response: Sources of funding for these types of projects are not the same. Building the Illiana will
not have an impact on repairing local roads or state highways.

Comment: Please vote “no build” and give our little town of Lowell and the surrounding communities
back to the normalcy of life that we all once knew and loved. The smell of fresh country air and freshly
mown grass and hayfields will be just a memory very soon now. We will soon have lungs full of diesel
fumes and our eyes will be swollen with irritation from exhaust pollution.
This toll road is so unnecessary and so costly to build and there are so many other alternatives
and alternate highways that are not toll roads.
Please realize all the negative reasons this toll road should not be built. Indiana will receive no
benefits from it at all. The farmland lost, the threat to our water supplies and the danger of flooding our
fields from water fun off.
Highway rte 10 could have been widened and 2 more lanes added and there you’ll have the east
corridor. Why does INDOT insist the Illiana must follow the power lines?
Please give our lives and our homelands back.
Shirley Hedrick
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their answer follows: As part
of the Tier One study process, INDOT did look at alternatives that included widening existing east week
corridors. By comparison to the B3 alignment, those improvements to arterial roads had higher impacts
to residential and commercial properties.

Comment: Being a rural Lowell resident I like your brochure states our rural areas are valued should be
protected. A toll road or any Hi‐way will destroy and devastate the Lowell and surrounding areas,
especially the farm ground and wetlands. Our state needs to put their time, money and efforts toward
fixing and repairing our infrastructure that is already built. I feel this proposed toll‐road is for Illinois
benefits and will not service Indiana at all. Thanks for allowing my comments.
D. Frank Hedrick
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I vote for a no build hi‐way and or a toll road.
Greg Hedrick
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: We do not NEED this toll Rd. It’s NOT YOUR home they will be taking. We are at retirement
age and will have our home paid off in 1 (one) year. We can’t afford to move, start all over and build up
all the privacy landscaping which took us 25 to grow and nurture. Also it will depreciate all the property
along the road.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Your placing a loud, noisy, destructive, highway by my house. Thanks.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: How are people supposed to work, sleep, play, study or do much with a destructive highway
in the way.
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their response follows: We
are sensitive to the impact this project will have on area residents. The study we are conducting takes
into account all elements of the “environment” including noise, businesses, farmland, private property
and natural resources. That is why hundreds of meetings have been held with members of the public and
a multitude of public involvement efforts have been employed to keep people informed and to seek
input. It is our desire to limit impact on landowners as much as possible, but there will be effects on
people since this is a new expressway where there has not been a roadway before. We are working
directly with landowners and listening to ways to reduce impacts to them. If we cannot avoid taking part
or all of some one’s property, we will work closely with them to ensure they receive fair market value
and, if necessary, are able to relocate to a residence allowing them to maintain a similar lifestyle to
which they are accustomed.

Comment: It does not make sense to put Illiana in to Indiana having it end at I‐65. That highway is
already over‐crowded with semis and now you want to add more semis to it. Have any of your so called
brain people tried to drive I‐65? Our newspapers are full of accidents happening and killing people on it!
If Illinois (who doesn’t have any money to pay for it) wants a road let them pay for it and not burden us
with the bill! Keep our people safe and our farm land secure for us to live on like we want! Been fighting
Illiana since 2004 when big blue line in map in paper went right thru my home!
Mrs. Jean E. Hulsey
NIRPC Response: INDOT has a project planned to add travel lanes on I‐65 that is being considered for
inclusion in NIRPC’s 2040 plan in conjunction with the Illiana.

Comment: Please don’t put in a highway in our backyard.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: You are ruining lives.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Improve your roads before you make new ones. Add sidewalks or bike lanes to community
roads before you produce more.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment:
1. Please do not add this project to your build list.
2. As a resident of IL – The farmland owners are not being represented – only the opinions of career
politicians count. Please meet with local long‐time residents to hear what improved roads would
accomplish more than building the Illiana.
Bruce Hamann
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: What benefit is there to have an interchange at 55 – so close to 65 – and who funds the
upgrade to 55 for the increase in truck traffic. What designates the zoning changes to land from
agriculture to commercial use.
NIRPC Response: State Route 55 is INDOT’s responsibility. The county or town plan commission is
responsible for zoning land within its jurisdiction.

Comment: Please honor your thorough, thoughtful work that went into your award winning 2040 Plan
by NOT approving the Illiana.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Have the contractors sign on for building the road??
Tom Dowell
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their response follows:
INDOT is currently initiating its procurement process for a public‐private partnership for the Illiana
Corridor. No construction contracts have been awarded yet.

Comment: No Tollroad!
Pat Bunkowfst
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: It appears to me the addition of the Illiana Tollroad goes against every goal for the vision
2040. How does this project merit any time and money? Our resources are more valuable and should be
utilized elsewhere.
Megan K. Ipema
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: To: NIRPC and anyone in favor of the Illiana Tollway: I have commented several times on
“against” to tollway and my stand is the same. I have got replies, but ”nothing” how it will personally
hurt people such as taking their land or houses or about affecting nature, wetlands or just having to
view or hear it “always”. It appears just to be a shortcut for truckers. It still seems political. The tollway
will not benefit the Town of Lowell or surrounding area. The toll project on the east of I‐65 “did not
happen” – “please do not let it happen of the west side either”.
David A. Frizzell
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Negative environmental impacts can’t be undone – please don’t approve the Illiana – there
will be noise, light, fumes, and run‐off.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I’ve heard this is to be an expensive toll road. If that’s the case, won’t it be very
underutilized.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Question the need for such a road at this time. I do not see the benefit for the area or for
the larger population. Possibly down the road 10 years or more. Maybe should consider setting aside a
commitment or intention for an area of land for future need. Illinois is financially broke! Why should we
support their need! Do you have any commitment from the trucking industry for the use? I say no to the
road at this time!
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their response follows: Time
is money and travel time savings can offset the cost of tolls. As an example, it costs about $30 to travel I‐
294 around the Chicago area, yet there are 28% trucks on that highway. In addition, travel time
reliability is also a factor, with the Illiana likely to provide more reliable travel times than alternative
routes.

Comment: The NIRPC 2040 Plan won awards – would that have happened if the Illiana and the resulting
sprawl had been included in the plan? Support the NO BUILD option.
NIRPC Response: It does speak very well for the region that the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan has
received several significant awards. The most recent national award was given by the American Planning
Association, based on their own award criteria. It is impossible to know how the addition or exclusion of
any particular plan element, project, or strategy would have affected the jury’s decision to bestow this
award on Northwest Indiana’s planning efforts.

Comment: After attending the CMAP meeting in the (Sears) Tower Chicago we were told in no
uncertain terms the Illiana tollway would be a feeder road to an intermodal terminus in Willington
Illinois and also a feeder road to Peotone Airport. Gov. Quinn wants Illiana and Peotone Airport. What
do you think this would do to Gary Airport? Remember the traffic study (pay by taxpayers) estimated a
reduction of traffic on the Borman Exp. At 2.8 percent. Hardly worth building at road.
NIRPC Response: The Gary/Chicago Airport is already an operating airport with short‐term plans to
extend their main runway. The proposed South Suburban Airport near Peotone, Illinois has yet to
complete its Environmental Impact Statement, nor is there funding identified for construction.

Comment: We moved out here to get away from traffic and congestion. NO ROAD!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: The money for this road will be better spent on existing roads to increase traffic flow. Like
bridge on Kankakee River span in Pleasant Township on Ind. 49. Closed early 2012 and fixed late 2014.
Is the NIRPC going to fall to “high pressure” on the planning boards like CMAP had per CGO
Tribune 10/18/2013.
No Illiana. Why was no one from board for NIRPC here?
No to Illiana Expressway.
CMAP staff Sept 27, 2013 memorandum said this was a bad idea. Metropolitan Planning Council
Sept 4, opposed this road. Openlands Aug 27, 2013 said no to this road. Crain’s (CGO business) Sept 28,
2013 said no. CGO Tribune 10/18/2013 said bad idea. They all say it is a waste of money. So why are we
spending more money on something that will no benefit the state of Indiana.
Lloyd Sherwood
NIRPC Response: Two members of the NIRPC board attended the Lowell Meeting, Mayor McDermott of
Hammond and Councilman Richard Ludlow of Schneider. Each member of the NIRPC Board will have the
benefit of being able to read each of the comments provided at the meeting in Lowell and from the other
meetings.

Comment: Are there more cars than trucks on our roads? Then why aren’t transportation issues
focusing on mass transit that removes thousands of commuter autos daily from 80/94, freeing up space
for commercial vehicles? Existing rail lines could be used rather than confiscating valuable
farmland/wetlands for more concrete roads that require more maintenance (taxes!), to say nothing of
less space to grow food!
And why is Indiana choosing Illinois (with the current record of being the most broke in the 50
states) as a business partner? What makes you think Illinois will manage this needed money for this
project any better now? Indiana balances its budget, Illinois doesn’t. Our tax dollars should stay in
Indiana to maintain current roads and other infrastructure!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC has proposed a regional transit system for Northwest Indiana in each of its
previous four long range plans. The biggest barrier to more public transit in Northwest Indiana is the lack
of a dedicated local source of funding to match federal and state funds. NIRPC‐led initiatives to create
this dedicated source of funding have been met with defeat both locally and with the Indiana General
Assembly. NIRPC will continue to plan for, support, and encourage the adoption of a sustaining funding
source for a connected effective regional system of public transportation.
In terms of Illinois as a business partner, it is a function of location – I‐65 provides access south of
Chicago and directly west to the intermodal yards in Illinois.

Comment: The CMAP Transportation Committee recently approved addition of the Illiana to the CMAP
2040 Plan despite the strong recommendation against such a vote by CMAP’s own staff, despite a “No”
vote by the full CMAP board as well as strong editorials against the Illiana by most Chicago area media.
Following the vote stories of arm twisting appeared in many places. This are twisting is alleged to have

included threats that Illinois state funding for local projects would be withdrawn of representatives
voted to not include the Illiana in the 2040 plan as well as promised to move local projects forward in
exchange for a favorable vote.
Actions such as these seem to be expected in Illinois politics but are unethical and destroy all credibility
regarding the vote.
Given this, will NIRPC issue a statement that threats or promises of favors are unethical and will not be
tolerated? Will each voting member promise to publically expose any threats of State retaliation,
promises of favorable treatment by the State or promises of campaign contributions by political parties
or private parties in exchange for a vote to include the Illiana project in NIRPC’s plan? If not why not?
William Hathaway
NIRPC Response: The voting members at NIRPC represent their respective communities and work
together in cooperation to fulfill the goals laid out by NIRPC.

Comment: The CMAP staff reports demonstrate that the INDOT/IDOT plan significantly overstates the
potential benefits and toll revenue for the toll road and significantly understates the true cost and
negative consequences should this road be built.
Many statements from INDOT/IDOT have been misleading.
One example is the implication that little public money will be spent on the project when the CMAP
studies suggest the possibility of a more than $1 billion shortfall of tolls that would have to be paid by
the states.
Illinois representatives have in the past touted 28,000 jobs created by multiplied by 30 + years of
operation. She has admitted that the total number of permanent jobs created will actually be well
under 1,000 total over the next 30 + years.
Given the problems with the INDOT/IDOT generated figures will NIRPC staff perform their own analysis
of the costs, benefits and detrimental effects of the project?
Will NIRPC rely on other 3rd party analysis (e.g. the CMAP and other studies) or will they exclusively rely
on the questionable INDOT/IDOT numbers?
If there will be no NIRPC analysis independent of INDOT/IDOT or if there will be no consideration other
study results, why not?
William Hathaway
NIRPC Response: NIRPC staff has prepared a “white paper” on the Illiana. It looks at the project in the
context of the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan. It can be found on NIRPC’s website at
http://www.nirpc.org/illiana‐expressway‐project/public‐agency‐documents.

Comment: NIRPC’s Illiana process is fundamentally biased and skewed heavily to the INDOT/IDOT
position.
INDOT/IDOT has the opportunity to make face to face presentations to NIRPC’s board, committees and
commissions. They can engage in give and take, answer questions and ask questions.
The public, by contrast, can engage in no discussion that is guaranteed to be reported verbatim to all
voting members. Comments can be made in writing but these are summarized by staff members.
Hundreds or even thousands of comments are reduced to a few pages of statics and snippets of
comments.

If someone spends hours preparing detailed comments on and responses to the INDOT? IDOT program
and statements it is for naught as the comments will be simply listed as a for or against statistic. The
effect of this is that the INDOT/IDOT position is treated as “fact” while the comments from the public
become “opinions” either for or against the project.
Given the above, the following suggestions are made: Restructure meeting format to allow face‐to‐face
presentations by the public, allow NIRPC responses and statements to be questioned and allow give‐and
take discussions.
Schedule more meetings where there is a demonstrated interest.
Require all voting members to be at the meetings so as to not receive filtered reports of the meetings
content and tone but to hear the statements directly.
Compile all of the written comments in unabridged form and secure the commitment of all voting
members that they will read the comments before any vote is taken.
NIRPC’s response as to whether any of these suggestions will be implemented is requested and if none,
why not.
William Hathaway
NIRPC Response: NIRPC uses several different formats to obtain public input on projects. The open
house format used in the Illiana public meetings was chosen so that everyone had an opportunity to ask
staff questions and/or submit comments. This format allowed for quality discussions with participants
that were not time limited.
NIRPC believes an adequate number of meetings was held.
NIRPC’s Board of Commissioners cannot be compelled to attend meetings or read anything staff sends
them, regardless of their responsibility for making decisions. It is expected that the board members will
make a knowledgeable decision that will be informed in a number of ways, one of them being comments
from the public.

Comment: NIRPC’s votes will be taken before there is any determination as to the funding situation by
the states.
The Illinois Secretary of Transportation has stated that the project will not go forward without private
financing and project supports in Indiana asking for patience to see if there is private money interest in
funding this toll road.
The implication is that little taxpayer money will be spent on the project.
The reality is Indiana has already decided on an “availability payment” model for financing.
They are guaranteed finding private money because under an “availability payment” model those
fronting the construction costs bear no risk in the project. They are guaranteed payment whether or not
a single vehicle uses the toll road and whether or not a single too is collected.
The agreed “availability payment” amount will certainly include recovery of principal and some profit.
The CMAP staff report suggests that toll shortfall might easily exceed $1 billion dollars that would need
to be covered by taxes. Given this, will NIRPC delay final approval until complete funding details are
available from the state?
Will NIRPC require that Indiana switch its funding model to one where the private parties assume all
financial risk for the project as a prerequisite for considering approval of the project? If not, why not?
William Hathaway

NIRPC Response: Any actions or recommendations undertaken by the board at their December 12
meeting will be at the discretion of the board based on the information that they have been provided.

Comment: FACT: The existing 163rd Avenue corridor extending one (1) mile east from State Road 55 in
Cedar Creek Township provides road and utility access for 50+ homes. The Illiana website map affirms
that the “preferred B‐3” Illiana 400’ wide corridor will impact this portion of 163rd Avenue and its
residents.
Question: The Illiana Tollroad will run east/west, why is INDOT “preferring” to impact an east/west
populated county road corridor?
FACT: INDOT has had prior access to documented Lake County’s Soil Survey map information and has
performed subsequent soil tests confirming that 90% of the proposed SR 55 interchange and overpass
will in FACT be located within soils and existing wetlands totally adverse to highway
construction/location.
Question: How much are the estimated additional cost$$$ associated to the Federally mandated
mitigating process associated to INDOT’s “preferred” construction/site location of the SR 55 interchange
and overpass?
FACT: The “preferred” Illiana Tollway corridor will be an east/west route; South Lake County has always
been impacted by Lake Michigan’s “lake effect” north/south winds.
Question: Has INDOT performed any environmental studies to confirm the magnitude of air quality
impact within the Lowell and Southlake communities associated with the immediate proximity to the
Illiana Tollway?
FACT: The existing I‐465 expressway corridor located around the perimeter of Indianapolis contains vast
public/tax dollar financed “Fort Apache” 40+ foot high concrete sound/air pollution barrier walls on
both/either sides.
Question: Does INDOT’s Illiana Tollroad proposal include the location of similar sound/air pollution
barrier walls in Southlake County?
Don Carnahan
NIRPC Response: It is a function of location – I‐65 provides access south of Chicago and directly west to
the existing intermodal yards in Illinois.
Several air quality studies and analysis have been conducted by the Illiana project team as a part of their
preparation of the environmental impact statement. These results have been summarized in the
recently completed Air Quality Technical Report. Most of this report is relating to localized air quality
impacts of constructing the project.
As part of the study analysis was conducted to predict whether project construction would lead to the
creation of a carbon monoxide or fine particulate (also known as PM 2.5 in federal regulations) “air
quality hot‐spot” in the immediate project vicinity. A summary of these air quality standards and the
relative change predicted to be caused by the Illiana is presented below. Local air quality is predicted to
meet current air quality standards in 2040 regardless of whether the Illiana is added to the landscape.
At the US 41 and 147th intersection, Illiana is predicted to reduce carbon monoxide levels by 0.1 parts per
million. At IN‐55 and 153rd it would increase carbon monoxide between 0.1 and 0.2 parts per million.
The project might increase fine particulate levels by 0.03 and 0.04 parts per billion in the vicinity of SR‐55

and I‐65. All of these increases are between one and two orders of magnitude less than the air quality
standard.
INDOT was asked to provide responses to questions posed in this comment. Their responses follow:
Any mitigation that will be required by state or federal regulations are being studies in the Tier Two
process and are included in the project estimates, including any mitigation required in the area of the SR
55 interchange. The SR 55 interchange was specifically designed to avoid impacts to nearby water
resources, and avoids direct impacts to a nearby residential area.
The Illiana Corridor Tier Two Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will address air quality issues, and is
coordinating with a bi‐state Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Air Quality Committee to ensure
that regional air quality conformity is met by the project. A guiding principle of the project is to avoid
impacting resources where possible, to minimize impacts where they are unavoidable, and to provide
appropriate mitigation for impacted resources, in accordance with the National Environmental
Protection Act (NEPA).
A noise analysis is being conducted as part of the study process to tell us whether the project will exceed
a standard or if there is a substantial change from the existing noise levels. If a wall is feasible and
economically reasonable it will be considered.

Comment: The proposed Illiana Tollroad should NOT be included in the 2040 Comprehensive Regional
Plan and soundly REJECTED! This project has had its goals changed as the original reasons were exposed
as frauds. First it was initially being sold as a way to reduce congestion on I‐80/94. Of course that was a
farce! No one in their right mind would detour 36 miles, get on a 47 mile tollroad, then, detour another
36 miles to reconnect to I‐80/94. Then it changed to being an easier route for farmers to move their
grain to market. Another farce! The road would not be used by farmers in the area as there are no grain
elevators nearby. Then it changed to promote intermodal truck traffic. Another farce! We have no
intermodal facilities anywhere near the road in Indiana. This would only contribute to additional
farmland being destroyed for those facilities. They purport to show that 24,000 permanent jobs will be
created but that number was exposed by MPC as a farce! Only 940 permanent jobs would be created
and probably most of those low pay toll booth collectors. These excuses show that the supporters are
grasping at straws and will do anything to try and push it through.
It should not be considered for the following reasons:
1. Spending $1.3 billion dollars to create 940 permanent jobs is completely insane.
2. $1.3 billion dolalrs is surely a lowball figure which will rise when construction starts.
3. Illinois refuses to solve their $100 billion dollar pension problem. They are dead broke.
4. Illinois cannot be trusted to contribute anything to this project except corruption
5. Destroying farmland, wetlands, and ecosystems for this tollroad is counterproductive to NIRPC
goals.
6. The Metropolitan Planning Commission of the Chicago region has soundly rejected it.
7. CMAP for Planning rejected the tollroad by a vote of 10‐4.
8. Indiana does not benefit from this tollroad one bit.
9. This road cuts in half the Lowell community and endangers its citizens with road closures.

10. This road puts an additional cost burden on the Lowell area citizens to provide emergency services
for it at a time they are already under cost pressures.
11. The Tri‐Creek School Corporation will face increased costs because of the disruption of their bus
routes.
12. Children of Tri‐Creek Schools will face additional time spent on busses.
13. It is being sold as a “public/private” partnership with costs being shouldered by private enterprises,
when in fact guarantees for cost recovery will be shouldered by taxpayers.
14. It will contribute to region pollution of both air and water especially in the Kankakee Watershed.
15. It will send additional traffic to local roads which has deliberately not been addressed on the Indiana
side.
16. Additional costs will be borne by taxpayers to fund repairs to damaged local roads if this tollroad is
built.
17. I‐65 will become negatively impacted if not improved and this road is built.
18. This tollroad will contribute to urban sprawl which should be counter to NIRPC goals.
19. Money should be used to improve current roads and infrastructure in the northern part of the
region.
20. It will divert funds needed for other more valuable projects – namely a region trauma center and
expansion of Lake Michigan ports.
People in the area have been lied to from the beginning of this project. It has deliberately been called
the Illiana Expressway not Tollway as it was always envisioned. The studies have all been conducted by
Illinois firms and of no benefit to Indiana residents. It is a political project that has not considered the
will of the people most affected by it. Who in their right mind would go into business with someone who
is dead broke and known for their corruption? Illinois is that dead broke neighbor. Only lip service has
been paid to people in the area and hard questions never answered. NIRPC needs to show that it truly is
an independent planning agency and SOUNDLY REJECT this white elephant before it goes any further.
When voting it should not also be tied to the widening of I‐65 as that should be a completely standalone
project, otherwise people can say they voted for the widening of I‐65 but were against the Illiana. There
is not merit to the Illiana Tollroad as there is to the widening of I‐65. REJECT this tollroad and go to the
“no‐build” option.
Thank you.
Adrian Mlynarczyk
NIRPC Response: Illinois as a business partner is a function of location – I‐65 provides access south of
Chicago and directly west to the existing intermodal yards in Illinois. Additionally, transportation funds
are a separate funding source from state general revenue funds.

Comment: While the Illiana is an emotional issue for many people involved, it is important to move
forward and build this highway.
Anyone familiar with the east‐west commute on 80/94, route 30, or on route 2/17 knows the potential
for delay at any time.
It would seem sensible to build this road and relieve traffic on the smaller roads.
Lowell is a great example of a town that can still maintain its’ small town ways and benefit from the
removal of ‘through’ (truck) traffic in town.

Please vote to build this road and continue growth of the region overall.
Thank you,
David and Beth Schaulat
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Thank you making this public forum available. I represent an Ag Commodity company that
has property at two locations near the proposed pathway of the Illiana. Our company is engaged in
loading shipping containers with Ag Commodity products for shipment out of the Joliet Intermodal
complex to export destinations. We are fully supportive of the project. It will help relieve the traffic
issues creative by growing activity at the Intermodal complex. The project will help keep the export
activity at very competitive position which is very beneficial for the local producers in both Indiana and
Illinois.
Jerry Osborne
The Scoular Company
Omaha, NE
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I do not see a lot of benefit for Indiana.
The money and effort involved would be better used to redevelop and improve the infrastructure of the
Northern part of Lake and Porter County where much industry already is. The route chosen already has
a thriving agribusiness community. This would be negatively impacted by a toll road. A private public
partnership usually benefits private industry, strong public subsidies are usually required.
Thank you for your consideration of this message.
William & Patricia Bubness
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: My comment regards the truck traffic. Many of the trucks in Will County are coming from
the intermodals. There have been various complaints about poor working conditions in Will County
warehouses. My concern is that the Illiana will only help the giant corporations who are staffing these
warehouses through temp agencies. From what I’ve heard from people who work as temps in the
warehouses, the jobs do not support families. I have met warehouse workers on food stamps.
Also, have you studied what percentage of goods moved on the Illiana (hypothetically) would be Made
in the USA?

NIRPC Response: NIRPC has not, and there is no public data currently available that would allow us to
ascertain that. NIRPC possesses freight data from the US Deptartment of Transportation that indicates
what types of goods (by value and tonnage) are being imported and exported on trucks through
Northwest Indiana, but we have no data on where those goods were originally manufactured (rather,
what we have reflects the location in the US that these goods were first shipped from. If the origin of
these commodities was international, we have no data to indicate that). With that said, there likely is
proprietary data that could begin to answer your question, and NIRPC hopes to pursue in future freight
studies.
INDOT was also asked to provide a response to this comment. Their response follows: The largest goods
movements by trucks in the area include petroleum or asphalt products (except gasoline); paper, pulp or
allied products; live animals or animal feed; machinery or parts; and stone, ore or mineral products. The
percentage of good made in America is not known.

Comment: I am vehemently opposed to the building of this road.
Should this project move forward however, I strongly urge reconsidering the A3S2 corridor.
One of corridors was eliminated in part because it was going to necessitate a one mile bridge over the
DesPlains River and another because of a ½ mile bridge over the Kankakee River. The original plan with
B3 was to close (9) roads, which is not possible because of the fragmented roads in the township of
West Creek. The fact that this was not realized before this corridor moved forward is just one example
of the lack of responsibility regarding this project. Now (6) of the (9) roads are to remain open, with
under or over passes, if this project moves forward. Admittingly, I know nothing of road construction
costs, but it sure seems that (6) over or under passes would be far more costly a ½ or even 1 mile bridge.
Couple that with the fact that the B3 bisects a school district, raises the question of why? This road is a
bad idea on so many levels and there has been so much conflicting data published as to the value. I fully
support the no‐build alternative and feel any decision to the contrary is not in the best interests to the
Indiana region of this project.
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to this comment. Their response follows: After extensive
study in Tier One, the B3 corridor was selected as the most effective corridor to move forward for
additional study and that recommendation has been approved by the Record Of Decision issued by the
Federal Highway Administration. INDOT has worked extensively with local communities, impacted
residents, and organizations (including school districts) to determine which existing north‐south roads
would remain open with bridges. There are currently only two closures planned.

Comment: While I agree that we need to reduce the amount of traffic along 80‐94, I do not feel that the
placement of the proposed route would really have that much of an effect. Additionally, it will be a
detriment to the quality of life for residents in the Lake Dalecarlia/Lowell area. Students from both
areas attend the same school system. Lake Dalecarlia residents do their shopping, their banking,
doctor’s appointments etc. in Lowell. This route would effectively cut them off from all of these services
and conveniences. Not to mention that the Tri‐Creek Ambulance service, which services all of Cedar
Creek Township, is based in Lowell. The need to route around the new expressway would increase
response times and could effectively result in additional injury or death.

I believe that the more appropriate location would be south of Lowell. If not, then I completely oppose
this plan.
Sincerely,
Melanie J. Morgan
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Hello My name is JAMES A CIZMAR I live in LOWELL indirectly in the path of the ILLIANA
TOLLWAY I was invited to the CMAP meeting in CHICAGO and before the vote we were told in no
uncertain terms that the ILLIANA TOLLWAY would be a feeder road to an intermodal fascility in
WILLINGTON IL AND THE PEOTNE AIRPORT. What do you thing this will do to the GARY AIRPORT? And
how do you think this could benifical IN. LETS BUILD IN. we need a train to LOWEL and VALPO
NIRPC Response: The Gary/Chicago Airport is already an operating airport with short‐term plans to
extend their main runway. The proposed South Suburban Airport near Peotone, Illinois has yet to
complete its Environmental Impact Statement, nor is there funding identified for construction.

Comment: If building another toll road in Indiana would be a draw for truck traffic why isn't the current
Indiana East/West toll way being used? If the tolls could be adjusted on the East West toll way to be
more user friendly the truck traffic we are trying to route into Chicago would use it and go right over the
bridge into the city eliminating the need for the ILLIANA. If trucks won't use the one toll road we already
have why would you think they would use another?
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to the questions in this comment. Their response follows:
The Illiana is meant to serve longer‐distance auto and truck traffic, resulting in lower congestion on local
roads and in the I‐80 corridor. The I‐80 corridor is a national freight corridor that is already congested
and expected to worsen as truck traffic in the region is expected to grow by 70% by 2040.

Comment: TCRC members also wonder exactly how anyone can accurately measure the amount of
commuters who will use a proposed toll road when there are so many current east west routes currently
available free of charge? Also, how can the Gary/Chicago International Airport prosper if the Illiana Toll
Road (B3‐Route) is going to improve the possibility of the Peotone Airport, Illinois, becoming a reality?
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to the questions in this comment. Their response follows:
Northwest Indiana lacks a multi‐lane, east‐west interstate facility south of I‐80/94 and US‐30. Studies
indicate that upgrades of arterial routes, especially where traffic needs to stop and start at urban
intersections, were found to be less effective than limited access facilities that are designed to serve
longer distance traffic. The Gary/Chicago Airport is already an operating airport with short‐term plans to
extend their main runway. The proposed South Suburban Airport near Peotone, Illinois has yet to
complete its Environmental Impact Statement, nor is there funding identified for construction.

Comment: First of all, it would take them a very long way out of their way to get to their destination.
Then it would cost them money to travel from 1‐65 to any of the interchanges that would take them
north. If they are going to pay a toll doing that, why wouldn't they use the Indiana East/West Toll Way
and go directly over the bridge into the city? If they aren't using one toll road that carries very little
traffic, why would they use another one?
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to the questions in this comment. Their response follows:
The Illiana is meant to serve longer-distance auto and truck traffic, resulting in lower congestion

on local roads and in the I-80 corridor. The I-80 corridor is a national freight corridor that is
already congested and expected to worsen as truck traffic in the region is expected to grow by
70% by 2040.
Comment: If this road is built ‐if private companies can build it and make a profit; why can't our
government do the same?
NIRPC Response: The U.S. and state governments are not for‐profit corporations and are limited in their
resources to fund projects. Public‐private partnerships (P3) are a relatively new method of project
development where governmental units leverage private capital to construct projects that otherwise
would need additional tax dollars to fund.

Comment: Who will pay for the loss of revenue suffered by removing the corridor from the tax rolls and
the lower property values of the land and homes along the path? Who will pay for additional emergency
services needed because of the additional 12 miles of roadway that will have to be patrolled?
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to the questions in this comment. Their response follows:
The Illiana Corridor Tier One Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) found that there would be a net
long‐term tax benefit in Indiana of $271 million, when all state and local taxes are considered, over a 30‐
year period from 2018 to 2048. Property values are affected by many factors, and there is no rule of
thumb for whether a property will be affected negatively or positively by a project. INDOT does not
provide compensation unless we are purchasing a property. INDOT is considering language in any
potential P3 agreement that would motivate the concessionaire to contract emergency responders to
provide specific emergency services along the highway.

Comment: There are many environmental issues that need to be addressed with regard to nesting bald
eagles, monarch butterflies, water fowl, Indian artifacts and burial grounds, wetlands and other issues.
Who will be addressing these issues?
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to the questions in this comment. Their response follows:
The Illiana Corridor Tier Two Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will address all impacts to natural
and built resources, including threatened and endangered species, archaeological resources, wetlands,
and other resources, and will include sustainability opportunities for enhancing these resources with
wildlife crossings, native grass and tree planting, and stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs).
A guiding principle of the project is to avoid impacting resources where possible, to minimize impacts
where they are unavoidable, and to provide appropriate mitigation for impacted resources, in
accordance with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA).

Comment: We attended a meeting of the Will County Illinois Board yesterday in Joliet and drove past
the CenterPoint facility and on Laraway Road there were various other truck terminal facilities that are
sitting there empty with For Rent signs in front. Is that what we want for our communities in Indiana?
Do we want to create an environment where business are built because of tax incentives and when the
tax incentives go away the businesses close their doors and move away? Why can't we put all of our
resources into the redevelopment of north Lake County and the Gary/Chicago Regional airport that
would bring a far better return on our investment and leave the IIIiana corridor out of the 2040 plan?
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to the questions in this comment. Their response follows:
INDOT does not offer tax incentives to attract businesses to a particular area. The Indiana Economic
Development Corporation is the state of Indiana’s lead economic development agency. Local
communities typically coordinate any tax incentives to entice businesses to locate in their area. Other
agencies are addressing development at the airport.

On November 13, 2013, a public meeting was held at the office of the Northwestern Indiana Regional
Planning Commission in Portage, Indiana. There were 37 attendees who provided the following
comments:
Comment: I am in favor of the Illiana Project. Chicago is unique in that an expressway cannot be built
on the east side of the city due to the lake. The Illiana road would greatly drain a lot of traffic to ease
congestion in our area. Yes it will impact some people negatively, but overall it would be an asset to the
area.
Ted Perez
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I have attended frequently through the past several years the meetings concerning the
building of the Illiana Expressway. I definitely feel that this roadway should not be built. It leads to the
proposed Peotone Airport which is being promoted by the politicians in Illinois. It will be detrimental to
the Gary/Chicago Airport. I also feel that our tax money should be used for building or enhancing
roadways in Indiana not Illinois.
Jim Bartos
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I Am For Illiana! After traveling the expressway for the last 10 years daily the only word I
have to say is “Safety”.
Tim Kunstek
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Don’t move our jobs to the south of the county. Support, No – Build!
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I am in Favor of the Illiana to help relieve traffic on I94.
Marcella Kunstek
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Have any contractors come forward on this item?
Thanks,
Tom Dowell, Sr

NIRPC Response: No. It is too early in the process for discussions with contractors.

Comment: INDOT claims the Illiana will create jobs. How many will be long term? Won’t the Illiana
create sprawl and draw jobs away from the northern core of N.W. Indiana?
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to this comment. Their response follows: Long‐range job
figures in the Illiana study are not specifically for points along the corridor, but for the entire study area
through the year 2040. Those jobs are based on the improved access that the Illiana would provide and
the availability of developable land.
INDOT does not have control over land use policies. Local communities control what type of development
occurs within their borders and would be the agencies to control the development. Based on our detailed
analysis, the study area is going to grow by 66% regardless of whether the Illiana is constructed.

Comment: The Illiana is going to be a toll road; NOT an expressway! Please stop calling it an
expressway!
NIRPC Response: The word expressway is a general term for a major divided highway designed for high‐
speed travel, having few or not intersections. NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your
involvement in this process.

Comment: The Illiana is not a good use of funds for Northwest Indiana. It was determined after many
discussions during the writing of the 2040 Plan that the Illiana was not compatible with it. Additional
railroads do not solve traffic problems.
Rich Herr
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Level of commitment from trucking? Foreseen impact on tolls if demand not met? Cap on
tolls?
Lynn Carroll
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to the question in this comment. Their response follows:
Time is money and travel time savings can offset the cost of tolls. As an example, it costs about $30 to
travel I‐294 around the Chicago area, yet there are 28% trucks on that highway. INDOT will work with
the concessionaire to establish toll rates that will maximize usage policy goals while paying for the
highway’s construction and operation.

Comment: No Illiana No Railroad

NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Urban sprawl—this moves it forward. Death to inter cities – where we need people to
move. This will end affordable inter city education. Bypass – a true bypass would have gone east to
421. Closure of road – South Lake County cannot handle the roads now. How will we afford road
improvement and safety. No closure of any north – south roads.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Where I live, I am not directly affected (Valpo). But I am opposed to the Illiana for these
reasons:
The route impacts the wetland areas south of Cedar Lake. The route also impacts natural areas in
Illinois. The main benefit is to truckers from central and southern Illinois on their ways to Michigan.
Congestion on I94 would be better solved by expanding rail & other public transportation. I commuted
on the SSRR to Chicago for 50 years. Since it would be toll, private investors would get the profits.
Private entities should not benefit from condemnation of land. Eliminate condemnation power for toll
roads.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: NO ILLIANA TOLL ROAD. I have said my opinion several times in the past at NIRPC meeting.
I thank you for listening!!, and for the opportunity. Now as far as the Illiana Toll Road and INDOT, they
have put the cart before the horse and now INDOT is playing politics. INDOT is trying to get federally
approved money by including I65 widening with the Illiana Roll Road. Are they afraid of losing?
As I have said before who’s going to build the Indiana portion? Illinois more than likely? Jobs is the
whole political push! This lets Illinois take the lead again and build the Indiana portion! And we keep
trying to get manufacturers to come to Indiana!, crazy! If we want jobs in Indiana, let’s develop
northern Indiana and support the Gary Airport. Forget the Peotone Airport. Support the Trauma Center
and a New Lake Michigan port! Lets improve our local roads, instead of dodging potholes! We don’t
need a truck toll road. We need to take care of the road we got. Close the weight’s station at I65 and
there will be no trucks on local highways, except for local service. If you consider my past letters and
the soil tests and conversation with you, you should vote No Illiana Toll Road!! Bring us a Merry Xmas
and A Happy New Year, Vote No Illiana.
Ted G Ross
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to this comment. Their response follows: The
concessionaire who is awarded the P3 contract would be responsible to design, build, operate, and
maintain the roadway for the length of the agreement. However, the State still maintains the ownership
of the facility.

The Gary/Chicago Airport is already an operating airport with short‐term plans to extend their main
runway. The proposed South Suburban Airport near Peotone, Illinois has yet to complete its
Environmental Impact Statement, nor is there funding identified for construction.

Comment: I am opposed to Indiana’s participation in the Illiana. It is a bad idea for local residents who
will suffer loss of farmland, easy access to road, and more air and water pollution. Residents in the
northern part of the county will face loss of funding for maintaining our local and state roads—which
right now are in poor to terrible shape. The idea that the Illiana will stop at I65 is nonsense. My
question: who pays for land acquisition for this boondoggle?, the taxpayers or the “private investor”?
Who will be responsible and accountable for protecting air quality? Who will be responsible and
accountable for protecting water quality in the very shallow aquifer in the Kankakee basin? What are
the costs to Indiana taxpayers for land acquisition? How much actual benefit has been calculated to
Hoosiers and by whom? How much expected damage to our quality of life has been projected and by
whom?
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to respond to the questions in this comment. Their response follows:
The concessionaire who is awarded the P3 contract would be responsible to design, build, operate and
maintain the roadway for the length of the agreement. However, the State still maintains ownership of
the facility. Property acquisition is estimated to be in the $10‐15 million range and will be paid for by the
State. Indiana will benefit from construction of the Illiana Corridor project in many ways. The studies
indicate the project will reduce the strain of truck traffic on local roads, thus improving safety, cutting
commute times and reducing congestion.

Comment: There needs to be something done as soon as possible to relieve the traffic on the Borman.
With the burnout of cars and trucks, added to the traffic each day, this project (Illiana) needs to go now.
If I am correct the expansion of the Borman is complete and built out. There is no possible expansion.
The Illiana could also help remove traffic from I65 in a very dangerous section.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: How thorough are the ground water studies? Won’t the Illiana create run‐off, light, sound
and exhaust pollution. Please don’t support the Illiana.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC did not directly evaluate the impact of this project on the water table in the
proposed project area. While we are aware that groundwater in the region of the project is vulnerable
and that the water table is often high, the 2040 CRP does not have specific goals or objectives related to
the water table or groundwater. However, several objectives in the Clean Water Goals relate to this
topic indirectly. These include elimination of inappropriate use of septic systems, promoting the
upgrading of aging water infrastructure, and facilitate regional planning for water supply and demand.
According to the Tier 1 EIS the proposed Illiana will replace 708 acres of Indiana land currently
in agricultural use with highway. NIRPC staff utilized the Purdue University’s Long‐Term

Hydrologic Impact Analysis (L‐THIA) model to provide a cursory estimate of the annual water
quantity and quality impacts resulting from a conversion of these acres from agriculture to
commercial use. L‐THIA tells us that this land use change would result in an additional runoff
depth of 10.4 inches and runoff volume increase of 952 acre‐feet (or 310 million gallons) of
water per year.
NIRPC is not aware of any current program or methodology for assigning costs of negative externalities
relating to air pollution to sources. Typically a project is required to mitigate (reduce or offset) potential
air emissions that are predicted to exceed standards or safe levels established in air quality regulation.
Several air quality studies and analysis have been conducted by the Illiana project team as a part of their
preparation of the environmental impact statement. These results were recently summarized in the
Illiana Air Quality Technical Report. NIRPC staff reviewed this document in relation to the Clean Air Goal
of the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan. Some air pollutant emissions are predicted to increase as a
result of the project, while others may decrease slightly. Many exhaust related air quality pollutants
with significant direct health impacts, known as Mobile Source Air Toxics, others are predicted to
decrease 83% over the next few years as US EPA clean engine and clean fuel rules become implemented
in vehicle fleets. An overview of these changes are presented in the NIRPC Illiana White Paper
(http://www.nirpc.org/illiana‐expressway‐project/public‐agency‐documents). In general, construction
of the project is anticipated to increase Hydrocarbon emissions by 0.5%, increase Nitrogen Oxides by
3.3%, increase Carbon Monoxide by 0.4%, decrease Particulate Matter by 1.9%,and decrease fine
particulate matter by 0.3%.
Specific information about impacts and mitigation of visual impacts such as light pollution and traffic
noise from the project will be provided in the Tier 2 EIS for the project. Mitigation will be required to
meet standards established by regulatory agencies but information on the mitigation is not available at
this time.

Comment: Please do not change the Award Winning 2040 Plan. Do not support the Illiana.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Jobs are an issue! But job with building the Illiana take away jobs from the urban core and
northern parts of Lake, Porter, & La Porte counties.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Help retain the inner core of Lake County. Vote no.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I see only benefits for Illinois, none for Indiana. Any jobs created after construction will be
service jobs. Use these development funds to improve other communities up north!
Jim Sweeney
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I am opposed to the Illiana as quoted in Time Wednesday. The temporary and immediate
jobs that the tollway would bring should be weighed against the PERMANENT DESTRUCTION of
farmland, “that would be a whole take down of our community.
Wayne Wietbrock
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Many Many Many public meetings were held to pave the way for writing the 2040 Plan. It
was a conscious decision to exclude the Illiana Toll Road from the Plan. The Plan won awards without
the Illiana Toll Road.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Maintain the current 2040 Plan and do not support the Illiana.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Need for a new road: Almost every morning I wake up to Z‐107 on the radio and listen to
the local news. Toward the end of the news report is the traffic and weather. I will occasionally hear
traffic problems on either I65 or the Borman but usually they are moving fine at 6 am.
Of course if there is an accident traffic is messed up but you cannot build a road to relieve traffic caused
by accidents. I almost never hear about traffic problems on the Indiana Toll Road or Skyway but I do
hear about problems on the Dan Ryan or Bishop Ford. To me this proves that people are not willing to
pay tolls even if it means getting there sooner and in less traffic.
According to the Indiana Department of Transportation interactive Daily Traffic and Commercial Vehicles
Interactive map for the time period 2006 – 2011 for Lake County, I‐80 overall traffic declined by 2% and
commercial traffic declined by 55%. I90 during the same period overall traffic declined by 30% and
commercial traffic declined by 38%. These statistics show that traffic is actually declining especially
commercial traffic. Which makes me question why we need this road.
When comparing I‐90 traffic to I‐80 traffic, in 2006 I‐90 only had 29% of the traffic that I‐80 had and in
2011 it was only 21%. Once again proving that people will avoid toll roads if possible.
Who will use the road: Has anyone asked the commercial trucking companies if they would use this
road? The three largest freight companies, UPS, Fed Ex, and JB Hunt all have transfer terminals in the
Chicagoland area and therefore will not use a road that bypasses Chicago. I am sure this is true for
many more companies so again, has anyone asked who will use this road?
Best use of land: Why is it assumed that producing an agricultural commodity is not the best use for
land? Each acre of corn grown can feed 100 people. 92% of the US corn crop is consumed right here in

the US, either by livestock, ethanol, or human consumption. More than 21 million American workers
(15 percent of the total US workforce) produce, process and sell the nation’s food and fiber. According
to the USDA, one acre of corn removes about 8 tons of carbon dioxide from the air in a growing season
and produces enough oxygen to supply a year’s needs for 131 people.
Current road proposals show a length of 46.8 miles by approximately 380’ wide on average. This
amounts to 2200 acres most of which is farm ground. By removing 2000 acres you are reducing food for
200,000 people, eliminating the removal of 16,000 lbs. of carbon dioxide and reducing the oxygen
supply for 262,000 people. Ag land also pays a substantial amount of property tax while using very small
amount of the services funded by property taxes.
My answer to the proposal: My idea will reduce commuting time, reduce the expense of commuting,
reduce the cost of fuel, reduce our dependence on oil, reduce insurance rates and reduce toxic air
pollution. What is this amazing answer you ask? Live near where you work. Imagine if everyone lived
within 5 miles of where they worked. However, because most people don’t like the area they work in,
then move to an area that they like then complain about the commute. It is only because we have a
good road system that people are able to attain this. The more roads that are built only allow more
people to move away from where they work which once again causes long commutes and increased
toxic emissions. I say that instead of running away from the depressed areas near many of the factories
these areas should be redeveloped so that employees once again will want to live near where they work
thereby leaving our valuable farmland to do its job.
Dan Sutton
NIRPC Response: INDOT was asked to provide a response to this comment. Their response follows: Time
is money and travel time savings can offset the cost of tolls. As an example, it costs about $30 to travel I‐
294 around the Chicago area, yet there are 28% trucks on that highway. In addition, travel time
reliability is also a factor, with the Illiana likely to provide more reliable travel times than alternative
routes.
The Illiana is meant to serve longer‐distance auto and truck traffic, resulting in lower congestion on local
roads and in the I‐80 corridor. The I‐80 corridor is a national freight corridor that is already congested
and expected to worsen as truck traffic in the region is expected to grow by 70% by 2040.

Comment: This is a comment in favor of the Illiana toll road. Anything to reduce traffic on 80/94 will be
a very good thing. I also like the toll concept as those that use the road will pay for most of it. As for the
NIRPC 40 year plan and any deviation from the plan I will paraphrase General Eisenhower: I never won a
battle without having a plan, but I seldom use the plan. This roadway will benefit many at the expense
of a few.
Please approve this project
Bob Allen
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I’m in favor of building the Illiana I have traveled over to around Interstate 57 many time
over last 34 years working with companies in the Joliet Area and this road would have saved me money,
energy and time. Also I worked for and co‐owned a company in St. Louis that I would travel to at least

once a month. Driving down there I would take Highway 2 to Interstate 65, Interstate 65 to Indiana 10 /
Illinoi 17 to Interstate 57 to St Louis. I call this the local Illiana. During most of these trips 50% of the
traffic on this route is truck traffic so they are already using these roads to bypass Chicago and I feel
would use the Illiana. This is a much needed road and this is the way to get it done.
Please share my email with all the elected Porter County Officials.
Kenard Taylor
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I AM IN FAVOR OF THE Illiana Expressway. My reasons are as follows: First, our country’s
population increases by 6‐8 million people per year. Assuming a 4‐5 year project, that equals to another
30 to 40 million in our population. Secondly, we add 4‐500,000 cars to our roads annually. That could
be 2‐2.5 million more cars on our highways. The fact is we aren’t building any new roads, only slowly
expanding existing roads. Third, I travel I94 once or twice weekly from Chesterton and cannot believe
the traffic as I travel east or west, particularly trucks. In spite of the recent modernization of this road,
the traffic is incredible and dangerous. Relief would be presented by this subject expressway. I can
emphathise with south county residents, having lived in Crown Point for 20 years. Witnessing what has
happened in growth of CP since I left 22 years ago, it makes me realize that the population has greatly
expanded and change must occur. This new proposed project only a continuation of our region’s
growth which will continue to grow.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

On November 19, 2013, a public meeting was held at the City of Michigan City’s City Hall. There were
19 attendees who provided the following comments:
Comment: I am very concerned about the addition of Illiana Expressway to Lake County. Its
development will provide jobs initially but it will come at the expense of Gary. The number of trucking
companies and truck stops along the Tri‐State will be impacted. Furthermore the highway is not
expected to impact local traffic in Merrillville, Schererville, Hobart, Hammond and other communities. I
am hoping that our local government voices a stronger concern and asks the state governments for
alternatives that will meaningfully impact local traffic and quality of life.
Pierre DeBois, Gary
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: The Illiana is a good project which will promote economic development in northwest Indiana
and indeed statewide. I hope we proceed full speed ahead on this important project.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: Strongly against the Illiana.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: No Illiana.
Lake County population is moving to Porter and further south Pulaski County to still enjoy the country
and fresh air!
Keep south Lake County green. Construction will boom with new housing. Hey, take care of our
highways. Get mass transit, new port, new trauma center, and in the end we will prosper with jobs
locally! We need the Gary Airport to succeed, not Peotone! We don’t need to support Illinois with this
Tollroad to Nowhere! Again, give us a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year!
Ted Gross
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: I strongly urge the Commission to reject the Illiana proposal. The Illiana would make the
2040 Growth and Revitalization Vision nearly impossible to achieve. The Illiana is the exact opposite of
the type of investment needed to achieve the 2040 Growth and Revitalization Vision. The success of the
Illiana can only be achieved with the continuation of urban sprawl.
Bill Brown
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

Comment: The proposed route connecting 55 and 65 is guaranteed to pose a threat to the economic
base of Gary which is highly dependent upon highway exchange‐driven trucker business. Moreover, the
transient employment construction presents does not outweigh the drain on employment created for
untrained workers in the Gary area. Based on demographic analysis, few currently employed people can
or will use the thoroughfare as it is too remote to their existing homes and places of employment. In
addition the airport the route was originally designed to support is no longer in our future. The route
will benefit Will County, but that result does not justify the long range detriment to Gary and
surrounding areas, such as Highland, Portage and Merrillville.
NIRPC Response: NIRPC appreciates your input and thanks you for your involvement in this process.

The following pages contain correspondence from organizations, companies, and elected officials.
NIRPC appreciates that all involved took the time to contribute to the process and provide comments.

Marc R. Poulos

Phone: 815.254.FFFC
Fax: 815.254.3525

Executive Director

"keeping it fair, for contractors and workers"

October 29,2013

Mr. Ty Warner, Executive Director
Northwestern Indiana Regional
Planning Commission
6100 Southport Road
Portage, IN 46368
Re: Proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC's 2040 Comprehensive
Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
Dear Mr. Warner:
I am writing on behalf of the Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa Foundation for Fair Contracting (III FFC). As
you may be aware, our organization is a labor-management cooperative committee funded solely by
contractors signatory to collective bargaining agreements with the International Union of Operating
Engineers, Local 150, AFL-CIO. III FFC is established to support, promote, and encourage fair
contracting by providing a "level playing field" in the public construction arena for contractors,
workers, and taxpayers. From ensuring protections of prevailing wages on public projects, to
improving our contractors' competitiveness, to rebuilding the economies of Illinois, Indiana, and Iowa,
III FFC is tirelessly dedicated to the common interests of our members and regions.
This letter is regarding the proposed amendments to add the Illiana Expressway to NIRPC's 2040
Comprehensive Regional Plan (2040 CRP) and 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP). III FFC would like to express its strong support in favor of adding the expressway as it is
needed for many reasons.
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) estimated that the corridor will generate $3.87
billion in long-term economic impacts by 2048 and save $10.2 million per year in travel time for the
region. While the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) estimated that the costs of the
Illiana Expressway will be 11.4 percent higher than the Illinois Department of Transportation (lDOT)
anticipates, CMAP's analysis suffered from a series of inadequacies. CMAP did not include many
workers in its analysis, based estimates on very recent data during a historic recession, and assumed
that the Illiana Expressway would divert public money away from other necessary improvements to
existing roads and from other new construction projects. Despite these concerns, CMAP's
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Policy Committee and Transportation Committee each
voted to allow the project to go forward in Illinois.
In the short term, the unemployment rate is 8.1 percent in Indiana and 9.4 percent in Lake County,
Indiana alone. By 2015, the statewide unemployment rate will still be over 7 percent. The project will
1
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generate 1,097 short-term jobs (4,388 job-years) from 2015 to 2018, including 571 construction jobs;
the project will add $667 million (in 2018 dollars) to the Indiana economy and payout $362 million in
total compensation to workers. The expressway alone will lower the state's unemployment rate by 0.3
percent. While the construction phase itself will generate $13.1 million in tax revenues to state and
local governments by 2018.
Once the road is built, the benefits only keep growing for both local communities and the entire region.
Local communities will benefit from the reduced number of trucks on roads, the region will benefit
from reduced congestion, and workers will have better access to jobs in Northwest Indiana. Finally, the
expressway will save drivers 25 minutes and 25 miles of fuel during a single trip from 1-65 near Cedar
Lake, Indiana to I-55 near Wilmington, Illinois. By 2030, annual total traffic crossing the Illinois
Indiana border near the proposed route will increase by 12.8 percent. The Illiana Expressway would
reduce Route 30 traffic by 6.8 percent and I-801I-94 traffic by 2.2 percent. In the area where the
expressway will be built, the corridor will reduce the number of vehicle miles traveled in congestion
on all roads by between 2.4 and 4.7 percent. And, the expressway will decrease the amount of vehicle
hours traveled in the region by between 40,000 and 96,000 hours each year while creating about
20,000 jobs accessible to workers in 30 minutes or less.
In the long run, the corridor will spur the creation of between 1, 100 and 7,000 new jobs while having
the least environmental impact of all proposed routes, and INDOT has predicted no additional carbon
dioxide emissions should the corridor be built. The project would be a signal that Indiana is open to
innovative partnerships that are beneficial for both the government and for private sector interests.
The Governors of Illinois and Indiana have been long supporters of this project, which will be the first
public-private partnership (P3) of its kind in the region. P3 projects tend to be built faster, cheaper,
and more efficiently than traditional highway projects. P3s allow states to build important projects like
the Illiana Corridor with fewer tax dollars. Most importantly, P3 projects show a mutual public and
private sector willingness to invest in Indiana, put people to work, and grow our economy.
The Illiana Expressway puts Indiana residents back to work in high-road jobs with good pay, promotes
accountable economic development, and supports future population growth in the region. The long
lasting benefits of the Illiana Expressway greatly outweigh its upfront costs.
On behalf of III FFC and its members, I want to thank you for this opportunity to comment on this
very important project.

Marc R. Poulos
Indiana,
Illinois,
Foundation
for
Contracting

Iowa
Fair
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Northern Indiana Regional
Plan Commission

November 19, 2013

Re: Public comments on adding the Illiana Tollway to the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan

These are the views of the Porter County Chapter of the Izaak Walton League of America (PCC)
and we would like to have our comments made part of the permanent record on the question of
NIRPC adding the Illiana Expressway to the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan.
The development of this area over the last few decades has not been well planned and has led to
the obliteration of a lot of good farmland, the destruction of quality natural areas, increased
pollution of our air and water, and the squandering of valuable building resources that should
have been used in a more responsible manner.
The kind of development that will follow a new expressway where the Illiana is proposed will be
just as damaging as this past development, but now it will be creeping into the Kankakee River
floodplain.
The Kankakee in Illinois is one of the most biologically rich rivers in the Midwest and has
numerous species that are listed as threatened and endangered in Indiana and Illinois and some
that are federally listed.
The Kankakee River and its floodplain in Indiana are still valuable natural resources worthy of
protection. The US Fish and Wildlife Service proposed a new National Wildlife Refuge along
the river in Indiana that was approved in 1999. That planning continues and it is our opinion that
the NWR proposal and other restoration projects can provide a positive economic impact in the
future. They will undoubtedly be negatively impacted by a new Illiana highway.
Please note that American taxpayers are currently paying the $270 million tab on a flood control
project in northwest Indiana on the Little Calumet River that is the result of decades of poor
development decisions and the wholesale bulldozing and abuse of the river and its wetlands and
floodplain.
Our position is that the increased air and water benefits claimed by the supporters for residents of
northern Lake, Porter, and LaPorte counties will come at the expense of residents of the
Kankakee River watershed. Dilution is NOT the solution to pollution.
Many members of PCC participated in the development of the NIRPC 2040 Comprehensive
Regional Plan over the last decade. It focuses on renewing urban areas, concentrating growth in
municipal centers, preserving rural and agricultural heritage and protecting open spaces.
The Illiana Expressway is 180 degrees in opposition to the core tenets of the Plan.

Justification of the Illiana includes diverting trucks off the existing thoroughfares. One of our
biggest concerns is if approved as a tollway, that most owner-operators of commercial trucks
will not use it as they are largely uncompensated for tolls. This particular fact needs to be
researched and answered.
For these reasons, we oppose the Illiana and ask that the NIRPC board vote against its being
added to the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan.
Included is a resolution passed by the Indiana Division of the IWLA in 2013.
If this highway is built, mitigation of the impacts will be extensive and costly and must be
funded permanently. A thorough list of impacted resources will be necessary and should be
coordinated with local, state, and federal agencies, to maximize the benefits of the mitigation.
Any mitigation will need years of monitoring to make sure the desired benefits are realized. This
needs to address eventual chemical and physical impacts that will result from the construction of
the highway; i.e., salt and petroleum runoff from the road that will collect in the waterways years
later after normal use and the frequent and predictable accidents that will happen.
The impacts need to include the predictable invasion of invasive species of plants throughout the
construction zone and highway right of way.
PCC believes that eminent domain should only be used for public projects with specific public
benefits. Eminent domain should not be granted to a private entity building and maintaining an
Illiana Tollway road for private profit.
Daniel Burnham is often referred to as having endorsed the concept of the Illiana. Our opinion is
that the outer ring of Chicago roads suggested by Burnham have already been built. We are
certain that he would loathe our current philosophy of development.
Thank you,

Jim Sweeney, President
Porter County Chapter
Izaak Walton League of America
1773 Selo Dr.
Schererville, IN 46375
219-322-7239

Oppose the Illiana Expressway
WHEREAS, the states of Indiana and Illinois are planning a new terrain expressway from I-55 in
Illinois to I-65 in Indiana; and
WHEREAS, the project is currently proposed as a tollway to be developed with private
corporations; and
WHEREAS, the proposed route for the Illiana looks as it is designed to benefit traffic for the
proposed Peotone, Illinois airport and intermodal distribution facilities; and
WHEREAS, the entire length of the Illiana toll way and resulting development would have a
major impact on the air and water quality of the Kankakee River basin, and
WHEREAS, this impact directly threatens the biota of the Kankakee River, famous in Illinois for
its biological diversity, sport fishery, and water quality and their economic impact on the local
communities; and
WHEREAS, the tollway and resulting development will destroy thousands of acres of prime
farmland, wetlands, and quality natural areas; and
WHEREAS, this development will have a negative impact on the habitat and species pursued by
the local hunting and angling constituencies; and
WHEREAS, road projects such as the Illiana tollway and resulting drainage work will act as a
superhighway for invasive species to spread into new areas; and
WHEREAS, a new highway in the Kankakee River basin will drain development funding away
from the older and established communities north of the project area;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Indiana Division of the Izaak Walton League of
America, assembled in convention this date of June 9th, 2013, opposes the building of the Illiana
tollway with public or private funds.
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that if private funds are used to build the tollway, those entities
building the road should not be allowed to use “eminent domain” or condemnation of private
land.

Submitted by
Jim Sweeney
Porter County Chapter
219-322-7239

November 18, 2013
Ty Warner
Executive Director
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
6100 Southport Road
Portage, Indiana 46368
RE: Inclusion of the Illiana Expressway in NIRPC’s Comprehensive Regional Plan and
Transportation Improvement Plan
Dear Mr. Warner:
On behalf of the International Union of Operating Engineers Local 150, I write today to urge you
to add the proposed Illiana Expressway to NIRPC’s Comprehensive Regional Plan and
Transportation Improvement Program. Local 150 represents more than 20,000 working men and
women in Northern Illinois and Northern Indiana, and while the majority work in the construction
and related industries, construction employment is only one of many compelling reasons to move
forward with this vital piece of infrastructure.
Indiana’s unemployment rate of 8.1 percent is nearly a point higher than the national rate of 7.3,
but Lake County’s 9.4 percent unemployment rate is simply staggering. The construction of the
Illiana Expressway is projected to create nearly 1,100 short-term jobs between 2015-2018, which
would itself lower the state’s unemployment rate by 0.3 percent. While half of these jobs would
be in construction, the other half would come from service, hospitality, and other secondary
industries.
Beyond creating new jobs, this road will protect the region’s already-growing freight industry.
Freight is one of only a handful of industries currently seeing employment growth, but current
transportation congestion threatens that growth. When rail bottlenecks went unremedied over the
past several decades, users invested in infrastructure that diverted their traffic to places like
Memphis, Tennessee or Columbus, Ohio. With this traffic went the jobs of many Indiana and
Illinois workers. In the Illiana, we have an opportunity to stop history from repeating itself at the
cost of our residents.
The most recent reconstruction of the Borman Expressway concluded in 2011, yet lengthy delays
still occur daily. This worst-in-the-nation bottleneck cannot sustain long-term traffic growth, and
the effects can already be seen on arterial roads like U.S. Route 30. This road was not built to

handle the thousands of trucks that beat down upon it every day instead of waiting through delays
on the Borman Expressway. This additional heavy traffic is not only shortening the lives of these
roads, but also endangering the safety of commuters and families who are increasingly involved
in accidents caused by large trucks.
Continued growth and vitality in this region is dependent upon efficient means of moving goods
into, out of, and around it. The Illiana Expressway is an investment in the future of the region,
and the high level of interest from private investors warrants continuing the process to the
procurement stage.
Media reports on potential funding shortfalls are premature. Earlier this year, more than a dozen
potential investors joined the governors of Illinois and Indiana at a summit in Rosemont, Illinois.
This level of interest could deliver a deal that is beneficial for taxpayers, but we cannot know for
sure until the project is added to NIRPC’s Comprehensive Regional Plan and Transportation
Improvement Program and moves forward to the procurement process.
Approval does not guarantee that the Illiana will be constructed. It would merely allow us to see
whether the private market could sustain this project, information upon which the fate of this
project rests. Officials with the Illinois Department of Transportation have already indicated that
they would not move the project forward if a feasible deal cannot be reached with private
investors, but your approval is necessary to make that determination. Again, I urge you to add the
Illiana Expressway project to NIRPC’s Comprehensive Regional Plan and Transportation
Improvement Program.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this vital project.
Respectfully,

James M. Sweeney
President-Business Manager
JMS:ecm

November 19, 2013
Northwestern Indiana Regional /Ianning Commission
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ZIESE & SONS EXCAVATING, INC.
6929 W. 109th Avenue
Crown Point, IN 46307-8843
(219) 663-2625 Office
(219) 663-1620 Fax

To whom it may concern;
As a local contractor we are for the Illiana Expressway, we see it as generating future work for our area.
Between the construction of the expressway to future development along the highway it means many jobs for
the area, in both construction and future businesses along the route. We would love to see it move forward.

Sincerely,
Kenneth Ziese

November 20, 2013
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
6100 Southport Road
Portage, Indiana 46368
RE:

Vote against the proposed amendment to add the Illiana tollroad to the
2014 ‐ 2017 Transportation Improvement Program and the 2040
Comprehensive Regional Plan

To the Staff and Board of the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC):
Openlands urges NIRPC to reject the request by the Indiana Department of Transportation
(INDOT) to add building the Illiana tollway to the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (CRP) and
Transportation Improvement Program. The proposed tollroad undermines the vision and
principles in the CRP, posing a high financial risk to Indiana taxpayers. It will likely have
economic repercussions, especially in urban livable centers, such as Gary and Hammond, by
diverting funding and focus from the needs of these areas. Instead of paying for a road that has
little demonstrable benefit, we recommend concentrating the region's limited resources on our
livable centers, with transportation solutions that revitalize rather than deplete the urban core,
and honor the natural and agricultural heritage of the area.
For fifty years, Openlands has united the people and resources of the diverse Chicago
metropolitan region in Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin around the goal of land and water
protection, providing a healthy vibrant space to live and work. In the 1960s, Openlands helped
establish the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. More recently, we partnered with NIRPC to
develop the Northwest Indiana Regional Greenways and Blueways Plan, which presents a
comprehensive vision for land and water corridors, or greenways and blueways, in forty‐one
municipalities throughout Indiana's Lake, Porter, and La Porte counties. We continue to work
with NIRPC to implement this plan to make open space and waterways accessible, navigable,
and sustainable for people throughout the region.
I.

The Illiana Tollroad undermines the goals and credibility of the 2040 CRP.
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We strongly believe in the core tenets of the NIRPC 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan in
concentrating our limited resources on our livable centers, with transportation solutions that
revitalize rather than deplete the urban core, and honor the natural (Green Infrastructure) and
agricultural heritage of the area.
The proposed Illiana tollway undermines these fundamental principles, diverts growth away
from more populated areas, such as the Cities of Gary and Hammond, and into less dense areas
like Lowell that are fighting to maintain their agricultural businesses, culture and sense of place.
We cannot afford to detract from the collaborative goals and investments called for in the 2040
plan.
The divergence by INDOT from the region's 2040 CRP is substantially similar to how the Illinois
Department of Transportation ignored the fundamental principles in the Chicago Metropolitan
Planning Agency's (CMAP) GO TO 2040 plan. CMAP staff criticized the proposed project as a
"wholesale departure" from its assumptions and plans:
To summarize, the Illiana does not support reinvestment within existing
communities, and its traffic forecasts are predicated on growth patterns that
contradict the GO TO 2040 forecasts. The proposed alignment for the Illiana is
located 10 miles south of the urbanized area in a currently rural portion of Will
County.
IDOT forecasts significant development and congestion in southern Will County
in 2040, but these forecasts represent a planning policy inconsistent with what
the CMAP Board and MPO Policy Committee approved in GO TO 2040. If the
region is committed to implementing GO TO 2040, then travel needs will be very
different from what IDOT forecasts because the location and type of growth will
be different.
CMAP concluded that "this project does not have the potential to spur or support the
significant long term economic development that results from congestion mitigation and access
to new markets." We are concerned that the same holds true for Northwest Indiana,
especially in northern communities that are vying for economic development.
The INDOT proposal for the Illiana tollway fails to account for major economic impacts to
projects, such as the Gary Airport and potential intermodal facilities in the northern parts of the
region. This information is conspicuously absent, and directly relevant to the conversation. If
the Iliana tollway is built in part to accommodate the proposed Peotone Airport in Illinois,
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funding and carriers for this new airport will compete with business at the Gary Airport.
Facilitating capacity at Peotone will detract from the limited pool of federal dollars available for
Gary. The same is true for expending Indiana tax dollars on infrastructure for Illinois intermodal
facilities.
A vote for Illiana is a vote against realizing NIRPC's integrated vision. It discards the staff and
Board's insight, its direction and the broad consensus behind the CRP. The Illiana is not just
one project: it sets the tenor and precedent for the region's future. INDOT, in its analysis,
assumes in its projections that the 2040 CRP will fail, and that our urban communities will
continue to decay rather than revitalize and flourish. It projects a status quo migration of
residents from northern cities into southern farming communities, converting prime farmland
that feeds residents and is exported throughout the world. We ask NIRPC to hold true to its
vision, and continue to strategically invest where it is best for the region's future.
II. The Proposed Illiana Tollway is an Unsound Investment, Posing a High Financial Risk to
Indiana Residents
The proposed Illiana tollroad, at best, is a high‐risk gamble of taxpayer dollars. As CMAP staff
said, there is no free money. While Public Private Partnership (P3) projects can help defray
cost, the Availability Payment model chosen by IDOT and INDOT will squarely place the
potential losses of this project on the shoulders of its residents. Tollroadsnews, an industry
resource, explains this well in a recent article:
The great bulk of the risk ‐ residing in the traffic and revenue forecasts ‐ is
assumed by the state and its taxpayers just as surely as if it was a state tollroad
operation...
...The P3 Operator is entitled to be paid for having the highway available to the
state regardless of traffic and revenue.... Only if the tolls match the availability
payments is the state made whole financially. It is there the real risk arises,
especially in a fringe area highway where much of the projected traffic depends
on residential and commercial development that may, or may not, occur.
Illiana P3 meaning stretched by availability payments ‐ P3s 101, Tollroadnews, Peter
Samuel, Nov. 18, 2013.
Both CMAP staff and the Metropolitan Planning Council warn of the risk that the project poses
to our residents. (The MPC full analysis of state agency figures can be viewed at:
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http://www.metroplanning.org/uploads/cms/documents/illiana_faq.pdf. CMAP found that,
over the 35‐year timespan, the Illiana tollway could not repay its initial debt, pay for annual
operations and maintenance, finance capital maintenance, and meet the private sector return
on investment without a public subsidy. CMAP questioned whether the cost of the Illiana
project actually will be much higher than IDOT projected, citing to several similar projects that
were significantly more expensive to build. (The CMAP analysis can be viewed at:
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/20583/25609/staff+rec+doc.pdf/9a87d4f5‐06f6‐
450b‐bf2d‐ce0c7ed6dd17.) The strong and clear message by CMAP staff was echoed in
the Chicago Tribune and in Crain's Chicago Business, reflecting increasing recognition that
"building Gov. Pat Quinn's proposed Illiana Expressway could create a $1 billion hole in the
state's budget and drain funds needed for higher‐priority transportation jobs in Cook County
and the inner part of the metropolitan area."
The public losses could be even greater if industry experts like Tollroadsnews are right, and the
road fails like several similar projects across the nation that are built miles from the urban
fringe:
There is a sorry history of tollroads built in the US on the fringes of development
speculating on development and the traffic that may, or may not, come:
‐
Southern Connector, Greenville South Carolina
‐
South Bay Expressway, east of San Diego California
‐
Dulles Greenway, northern Virginia
‐
Pocahontas Parkway, Richmond Virginia
‐
Camino Columbia Toll Road, Laredo Texas
‐
Texas 130 Segments 5 & 6 south east of Austin Texas
Illiana Expressway south of Chicago gets lots of political accolates but viability in doubt,
Tollroadnews, June 25, 2013.
Instead of gambling on a poor bet, we strongly urge the Board to invest in transportation
solutions that elevate rather than erode the region’s solid vision for the future. The Illiana
tollroad is far from the only viable solution for Northwest Indiana, either as a publicly funded or
public private partnership project. Other P3 capital projects are moving forward in the State.
The region does not have to accept a sub‐par project. It can and should develop a full suite of
alternatives that complement the region's multi‐faceted plans for its future, which are as
innovative as the approaches in the 2040 CRP. As a first step, we call upon the Board to
continue to reject status quo, set the bar higher, and vote against adding Illiana to the region's
2040 plan.
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For further information, please view comments by approximately 20 civic and conservation
organizations to the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, starting on page 347 at:
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/20583/25609/Illiana_complete_public_comments‐9‐
9‐13.pdf/86c693d5‐686f‐438f‐beb3‐4776a4bd3a53, or visit the Openlands website at:
http://www.openlands.org/illiana.
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NIRPC,
The following comments have been composed and approved by the Dunelands Group of the
Hoosier Chapter of Sierra Club Executive Committee. The Dunelands Group includes about 850
members living in Lake, Porter, and LaPorte counties.
In regard to the proposed amendment #3 Project 2, the Illiana Expressway, we support the No
Build option and urge NIRPC to leave the project out of the 2040 CRP due to the reasons listed
in our resolution below.
Thank you,
David Ellis, Executive Committee Chair
Dunelands Group of the Hoosier Chapter of Sierra Club
219-730-7913
david.ellis@hoosier.sierraclub.org
Sandy O’Brien, Conservation Chair
Dunelands Group of the Hoosier Chapter of Sierra Club
ecorealm@msn.com
219-743-0679

WHEREAS, the states of Indiana and Illinois are planning the Illiana Toll Road from I-55 in
Illinois and I-65 in Indiana; and
WHEREAS, The 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan brought about a “community-based
regional consensus,” through numerous public meetings over two years, with much discussion
among residents and decision makers; and
WHEREAS, the 2040 Plan prioritizes revitalizing the region’s urban communities, particularly
Gary, Hammond, and Michigan City, making them more sustainable and livable, and seeks to
centralize growth in populated areas; and
WHEREAS, the 2040 Plan also places high priority on conserving productive, prime farmland,
and green infrastructure such as natural areas and open space “that supports native species,
maintains natural ecological processes, protects air and water resources and contributes to the
health and resiliency of the region”; and
WHEREAS, the 2040 Plan recognizes that “unless we are able to keep development close to our
existing population centers, we will continue to consume valuable natural resources, open space
and agricultural land and further degrade our quality of life”; and
WHEREAS, the 2040 Plan includes that preservation of the Kankakee River basin is important
because it has shallow unconfined aquifers, which are needed for drinking water and irrigation,
and are easily contaminated, making the area “unsuitable for intense development”; and
WHEREAS, building the Illiana and associated development would add more flooding and
pollution into the Kankakee watershed; and
WHEREAS, the Illiana could foster Illinois’ Peotone airport and casino development, thereby
conflicting with an important regional priority of expanding the Gary/Chicago Regional airport
and diminishing our economy; and
WHEREAS, the 2040 Plan recognizes that as funds for repairing existing road systems diminish,
the emphasis of investment should be maintaining existing roads, and maximizing their use and
efficiency through congestion relief practices, which have largely gone untried; and
WHEREAS, the Illiana- associated new sprawl development would draw investment, residents,
businesses, and jobs away from the already developed urban areas and create more blighted
communities, which should be part of an environmental justice analysis; and
WHEREAS, adding massive infrastructure to benefit more intermodal facilities is short sighted,
because ever increasing demand for imported goods is unsustainable because of finite resources;
and
WHEREAS, the 2040 Plan purposely excludes the Illiana toll road, and the federal requirement
for the Illiana’s environmental justice analysis has not been properly met; and
WHEREAS, the Illiana would foster unsustainable, fossil fuel intensive transportation and land
use which add to global climate change, which is moving faster and is more dangerous and
costly than had predicted; and
WHEREAS, following the 2040 Plan will put Northwest Indiana on the path to sustainability and
will allow it to excel regionally as the environmental leader as Germany does in Europe; and
THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Dunelands Group of the Hoosier Chapter of the Sierra Club
opposes the building of the Illiana with public and/or private funds. We urge NIRPC board
members to vote for the “No Build” option for the Illiana.

