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NWI Partnership for Clean Water Meeting 

September 23, 2014 

 

 

Attendees: 

Jennifer Gadzala, Jeff Huet, Michael Lence, Bob Minarich, Brenda Scott Henry (by phone), Kathy Luther, Joe Exl, 
Amanda Pollard, Meredith Stilwell 
 

Agenda Review: 

The meeting agenda was reviewed. 
 

Introductions: 

Introductions were made by members and staff 

 

2014 Progress to Date: 

A summary of year to date activities was presented in a handout to the group and is available on the NIRPC website.  

   Print Advertising and Media has consisted of an Earth Day ad in the Post-Tribune, three published editorials in the 

Times with another sent on the 22nd and to be published shortly. In addition, print ads targeting specific communities 
have been published in the Times with spotlights so far in Munster, Duneland, Crown Point, Valparaiso, Highland, 

Schererville and Griffith.  
   Advertising Media “Out and About” has consisted of posters on NICTD trains from March 15 through June 15 and 

GPTC bus ads from August 4 through September 4. The buses that run down Broadway and Ridge were chosen for 

the posters since they are the more regional routes. NCM movie ads are due to run in November.  
   On-line advertising and media include on-line and mobile ads running on NWI Times from May through December 

and Splash and Northwest Indiana watersheds are on Facebook as well.  
   The NIRPC website features a NWI Partnership for Clean Water section with pages dedicated to Partnership 

documents and information. Printable materials and links to the NWI Times editorials by Kathy Luther are just some of 
the things featured on the pages.  

To date one workshop has been held on IDDE in May and a second workshop on post-construction will be held on 

September 25. Workshops on good housekeeping and green streets will occur in the coming months. 
   Joe Exl reported out on the Hoosier RiverWatch and Volunteer Monitoring portion of the program. Three RiverWatch 

workshops have been held with 45 participants and six volunteer sites are being monitored. The loaner equipment is 
being check out for use as well. He reported that Riverwatch has been harder this season. The State wide program is 

still in transition with a new coordinator coming on board. He remarked that when DNR was in charge, Riverwatch had 

its own website page but since IDEM has taken over, since activities are now on the statewide calendar they seem to 
get lost. He has gotten USEPA money through Urban Waters to develop a more functional program for Porter, Lake 

and La Porte counties and will also include signage.  
   Kathy indicated there would be a 5% cost increase for the price of each service in the program for 2015. There has 

not been an increase in cost since 2007. The 2014 fees and new fees for 2015 were presented in the handout.    
   Discussion took place regarding workshops and Reggie’s belief that they are not adequately addressing erosion 

control inspection for field operators and stormwater plan reviewing for MS4 coordinators. In 2015 two separate full 

day workshops will be held to focus on those two areas. The group also thought making the media/advertising 
component of the program mandatory for all participating partners was a good idea since it is a regional effort and all 

partners benefit from the public education and outreach of the ads to their communities/cities/towns. 
 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 


