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Final Public Open Houses for Marquette Plan 2015 Update 

NIRPC reveals a new look for Northwest Indiana’s signature livable lakefront plan 
 
The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) and Indiana Landmarks is 
making available the final draft of the 2015 update of the Marquette Plan. This comes over one 
year after a series of public workshops to obtain input for the update. The public is invited to 
attend any one of the following public open house to see how this input was captured during the 
public input process in 2013 and how it was used in the plan. Three open houses will be held as 
follows:  
 

• April 7th:  4:00 – 7:00 pm at East Chicago Public Library, 2401 East Columbus Drive, East 
Chicago IN.  

• April 8th : 4:00 – 7:00 pm at City Hall Operations Center, 100 E. Michigan Blvd #2, Michigan 
City, IN 46360  

• April 9th : 4:00 – 7:00 pm at Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission: 6100 
South Port Road, Portage, IN 46368 

 
The Marquette Plan 2015 does not replace or revise any of the core principles of the original two 
phases. It continues to provide a strategic vision for a livable lakefront for the region, where 
people can live, work, play, and stay. The plan provides policy frameworks and promotes local 
sub-area planning that can purposefully move Northwest Indiana toward environmental, 
economic, and social sustainability of our shoreline, with new and mixed uses, as well as 
increased public access to Lake Michigan.   
 
The 2015 update was needed because the Marquette Plan has not been a document that sits on 
the shelf. Many of our shorefront cities and towns have invested in projects and policies to 
implement the Marquette Plan, with the support of the Regional Development Authority (RDA), 
the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and many other regional partners. For 
details on all the developments along the shoreline, visit the RDA’s Marquette Plan page at 
www.rdatransformation.com 
 
 

http://www.rdatransformation.com/


In 2012 the Regional Development Authority, in partnership with NIRPC and Indiana Landmarks, 
submitted and was awarded a Lake Michigan Coastal Program grant by the Indiana DNR to update 
the plan. “This update is important to maintain the Marquette Plan’s relevance as a proactive 
strategic document,“ said Kathy Luther, Director of Environmental Programs for NIRPC. “The 
need for an update shows that progress is being made toward achieving the goals for the Lake 
Michigan shoreline as laid out in the Marquette Plan.” Updates to the plan will include progress 
reports from each of the subareas addressed in the original documents, integration of the two 
phases into one plan, an enhanced digital mapping and web presence, and new strategies for 
building upon the historical and cultural landmarks and resources near the lakefront.  
 
In addition to the meetings, comments may also be submitted via email to 
comments@nirpc.org, or by calling NIRPC at 219-763-6060, ext. 160, or by mailing to NIRPC at 
6100 Southport Road, Portage, IN 46368. Individuals with hearing impairments may contact us 
through the Indiana Relay 711 service by calling 711 or (800) 743-3333. The draft documents 
may be found on NIRPC’s website at www.nirpc.org. 
 
Requests for alternative formats may be directed to Meredith Stilwell, 219-763-6060, ext. 138, 
or mstilwell@nirpc.org. Individuals with hearing impairments may contact us through the 
Indiana Relay 711 service by calling 711 or (800) 743-3333. 
  
NIRPC is the Metropolitan Planning Organization and regional council of local governments for 
the three counties of Northwest Indiana.  NIRPC provides the forum for local elected officials, 
regional, leadership, and citizens to address regional issues relating to transportation, the 
environment and community and economic development.  NIRPC seeks to develop consensus 
solutions with the broadest participation. 
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