
COMMENTS RECEIVED AT THE FOUR NIRPC PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 
 
GARY PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS – Nov 5, 2013 
 
I am for the Illiana because of employment reasons. 
Mike Mance 
 
 
Trash Haulers are a lot of traffic through here 400 trucks a day.  This route wouldn’t help that at all.  This 
would take traffic therefore business away from 94, 41, 30, 2, Hammond and Gary.  Do not need to lose 
more. 
Mike Echterling 
 
 
 
LOWELL PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS – Nov 5, 2013 
 
Comment: If you want to be any ruder, have another meeting where you do listen. 
 
Comment: I see an airport on this map. Are you rolling over them next? 
 
Comment: You need to listen. We don’t want you here. 
 
Comment: When you did all these studies, did you speak to us? Politicians need to keep what is good for 
us in mind. 
 
Comment: My roots go over 150 years in this town. Why do you feel you can come in and pave over my 
heritage? 
 
Comment: This farmland is for the future generation. Not high speed traffic. 
 
Comment: We don’t want your highway. We don’t want your highway. 
 
Comment: Please provide compelling reasons why this expressway is necessary. 
 
Comment: I will have to come out in favor of the Illiana Tollway for all the reasons already mentioned at 
previous meetings: jobs, congestion, etc. Thank you. –Mike Sferrezza 
 
Comment: A different route south of Lowell where is population is less is making some sense. The 
ground there near the Kankakee River is sand and could support the weight with less improvement and 
modification. 
 
Comment:   Illiana Tollway.  The road to nowhere.   Estimated 6,000 acres of black dirt farmland 
destroyed.  Could we flatten 6,000 acres of Gary, IN for farmland as a trade off? 
 



Comment:  1.  Who is pushing so hard to get this through and why?  2.  Where is the funding for this 
project coming from?  3.  Is this a toll road or an interstate?  4.  Is there funding for this and how much 
so far is there? 
 
Comment:  I have no personal agenda in this issue and try to be open-minded and consider both sides.  I 
sense that we are being fed inaccurate information.  I am concerned for the taxpayers. 
 
Comment:  Not just no, but hell no. 
 
Comment:  NIRPC won an award for the 2040 Plan.  Congrats!!!  Don’t blow it now by including the 
Illiana. 
 
Comment:  I think this tollroad is not the way to spend our tax dollars.  Most truckers will continue their 
route on the free roads, not pay tolls.  It will destroy our family farmland which my father-in-law worked 
so hard to obtain to leave to his sons.  Memories will be wiped out to the roar of loud trucks rambling 
through our country calm.  I don’t understand how the people in charge try to say it will create jobs for 
the community – it will destroy our farm jobs.  Please vote NO to this project.  -  Nancy Herlitz 
 
Comment:  I’m strongly against this toll road.  I do not see the benefits of the road other than 
connecting the trucks.  No local people or the heavy traffic will use.  It cuts through my family farm that 
we have had since the late 1800’s and will cause great difficulty to my farm which is my life.   (Signature 
unreadable) 
 
Comment:  Any money from Indiana would be better spent on fixing Cline Avenue with a bridge (free) 
and fixing the current infrastructure.  Lowell will be a ghost town if this road dissects it from the rest of 
Lake County.  All predictions of jobs, etc. are vastly overrated.   
 
Comment:  People won’t use this road.  It is a toll road.  Statistics say only 12% difference in flow off our 
current roads.  What a waste of money!! 
 
Comment:  Please stop this senseless money pit of spending for a road we do not need or want! 
 
Comment:  This road is one big nightmare!  It will be taking away homes, farms and farmland with no 
benefit to the state of Indiana.  The taxpayers will be hung out to dry when the road doesn’t make any 
money.  The worst thing you could do is partner with the broke state of Illinois.  Taking this land off the 
tax rolls, won’t they have to increase our taxes?  Not to mention how this will affect our emergency 
services.  I have been to all the meetings and they have over-inflated all the numbers.  If you look at the 
true numbers, you have to vote “NO!” – Georgene Rosinko 
 
Comment:  Wouldn’t a better investment for Indiana residents be to fix Cline Avenue Bridge vs. this 
road?  Or how about done roads that are in terrible shape.   Residents in Lowell pay more money to fix 
cars from potholes on our county roads vs. making any impact to what we receive in tax incentives.  Will 
there be tax breaks for towns impacted by this proposal?  What is the benefit to Indiana residents?    -   
Leticia Medina  medina.leticia@sbcglobal.net 
 
Comment:  Putting this road south of here near Kankakee is a more direct diagonal route to I-55.   
 
Comment:  The noise pollution to our area will be a very big problem. 
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Comment:  Just say no!  (Signature unreadable) 
 
Comment:  I live on Cline St. and am completely against this Illiana road.   I am very disappointed 
because this is a new home on 10 acres and will be affected.  -  Efrain Medina  
medinae.efrain@gmail.com 
 
Comment:  We know you don’t care, but we do. 
 
Comment:  $1.5 billion for?  Why not fix the roads and bridges we have?   
 
Comment:  Why are Porter and LaPorte County involved in a study that doesn’t impact them? 
 
Comment:  Why are people on the board who are not impacted by this decision? 
 
Comment:  Why is Indiana wanting to build a road (toll) for the benefit of the Peotone Airport when it 
will surely be a death blow to the Gary Airport which Indiana should be trying to promote? 
 
 
Comment:  Stay strong NIRPC – don’t be bullied by INDOT.  Do not vote for the Illiana Tollroad.   
 
Comment:  Will there be sound barriers along the route?  Answer this – this meeting. 
 
Comment:  To NIRPC Members – from Susan Osburn.  Although I know you will most likely receive all 
comments in a huge group and not take the time to give each one your consideration, I certainly hope 
that you do take the time.  My previous comments will be included in that large group of documents and 
they contain valid reasons not to build the Illiana.  One thing I’d like to add is that rural toll roads have 
failed before and this one’s a failure too.  Inflated projections will most likely end the natural habitat, 
prime farmland, rural landscape, wetlands and many people’s lives – all because of inflated projections 
and politics (and poor planning). 
 
Comment:  This tollroad will not benefit Indiana at all and in Lowell citizens will be in jeopardy when the 
ambulance and fire trucks cannot get to your residence as quickly as before (especially if there happens 
to be a call on the tollroad) and people will die because of this.  It won’t bring any business to our town 
and children will be on school busses for 1+ hours.  Lowell has the largest route for school busses and 
this is going to impact that negatively also. 
 
Comment:  NIRPC represents One Region – The Illiana will split the region and promote urban sprawl – 
do not approve it. 
 
Comment:  YES 
 
Comment:  NO 
 
Comment:  Dear Voting Authority, I am a Lowell resident and I am asking you to vote no on the 
proposed Illiana tollway for the following reasons.  I feel that Illinois’ interest in this is purely for the 
proposed Peotone Airport.  This toll road would be a gateway straight to that airport. We have a great 
opportunity in the expansion of our own Gary Airport and I feel that would be a blow to that.  I also feel 
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that NIRPC should invest in the dollars we have to go to our urban centers for a trauma/teaching 
hospital.  Thank you for voting no.  Paul Kristina 
 
Comment:  I was surprised that there was no presentation or NIRPC rep talking about the Illiana Tollway.  
Also dismayed that the only rep for south Lake County people on the NIRPC commissioners are two 
people from North Lake County:  one from Gary and the other from the Surveyor’s office.  Nobody from 
South Lake County to speak for us.  This is going to divide Lake County even more.  It is not needed and 
has no benefit to Indiana.  Will cost the taxpayers much money in the end.  Ronald R. DeCalco, Cedar 
Lake 
 
Comment:  We’ve needed a road like this for 30 years, too much money has been invested in this to 
stop now.  Build it!  -  Donna Hancock, Lowell, IN. 
 
Comment:  How will this road be paid for?  How long will it take to build?  Is there money to move 
residents and find them equivalent land and homes? 
 
Comment:  I can’t believe you would have a meeting and have nothing to say and not allowing people to 
talk!!!  -  Darlene Corm   
 
Comment:  You have Ed Corm’s letter on file!  He has to leave for another meeting.  The people of the 
area believe the toll road will not serve this area’s needs.  Please reconsider.    
 
Comment:  My dad did the payroll for I-65 back in the late 60’s and I know for a fact there weren’t a lot 
of workers, and those people certainly did NOT get rich!!  This Illiana “jobs talk” sounds “too good to be 
true.”  Can you even begin to give information on salaries and length of time construction workers will 
be under contract and to whom (company/companies)?  Trickle down effect – construction workers are 
at the bottom of the payscale.  Lisa Zarych, Lowell, IN 
 
Comment:  Gov. Pence (IN) and Gov. Quinn (IL) were shaking hands in the newspapers at the same time 
Lake County, IN was reporting that our “NO” vote was going to stop the Illiana road construction.  This is 
not good politicking and makes this road deal sound like a “done deal” and no amount of arguing would 
change progress.  What is Indiana getting for Pence’s yes vote!!  Lisa Zarych, Lowell, IN 
 
Comment:  I have written over 100 letters saying no Illiana but you don’t care.  My farm on Holtz Road 
has bog land and you’ll never be able to build on it!  I lost my best field to water at bottom of hills.  -  
Mrs. Jean Hulsey, Lowell, IN. 
 
Comment:  Lake County will be split in half and businesses will suffer.  Many small businesses have 
already shut their doors.   
 
 
Comment:  Illinois built I-55, I-57 and one other since the 1960’s – major highways.  Why in a failing 
economy, government leadership disasters and a financial debt even China wants to see “taken care of” 
which USA cannot – are we just now wanting to take on a toll road that disrupts – not the corn and 
beanfields of the 60’s – but homes, businesses, extensive properties – that most have voted “NO” to this 
highway?  And at what cost?  Illiana is not going to stop needless accidents and loss of lives just as I-55, 
I-57, 80/94, toll road through Indiana and I-65 and I-69!  -  Lisa Zarych, Lowell, IN 
 



Comment:  The federal government is $17 trillion in debt.  Illinois is facing bankruptcy.  Do you really 
think you are going to get this finished if you start it?   Think the people at NIRPC who vote for this 
should have their names and votes made public, if it passes, those who voted for it should be held 
accountable for their vote.  NIRPC should be concerned about other projects and transportation issues 
and that this project will drain money out of.   -  Lorraine M Bank 
 
Comment:  Taxes will go down in the south part of the county due to the highway ruining property 
value.  Flooding will occur on the north side of the highway.  The groundwater level will drop on the 
south side.  County revenue will drop. County cops will have to patrol.  This will affect the wetlands of 
the Grand Kankakee which will affect water quality over the whole region. The county will be cut in two!  
There is already limited groundwater supply in the whole tri-creek area going east of I-65.   This will 
negate the study proposition of more jobs because of development.  -  Lorraine M Bank 
 
Comment:  Has Mike Pence, Ed Charbonneau or Ed Soliday threatened to cut off any grants or funding if 
NIRPC votes against this?  What is Gary, Hammond and East Chicago going to do about the projected 
decrease in truck traffic?  Peotone Airport will benefit from this tollroad.  It will hurt the Gary Airport 
development.  So why does Mike Pence want to help Illinois?  Pence, Charbonneau and Soliday are 
getting big campaign donations from the operating engineers, Walsh & Kelly and Reith Riley (via a PAC).  
Found this out on Secretary of State Campaign Funding website.  Back to water:  Reith & Riley are pitting 
a quarry in a t Rt. 2 and Rangeline Road.  Their plan is to go down 300 feet and pump groundwater out 
to the ditch, which will take it to the Mississippi River. The watershed for 10-20 sq. mi. will be affected.  
If they go down deeper than this, it will affect the entire aquifer for hundreds of square miles.  My 
information says Ed Charbonneau got himself put in charge of (this is where it ended)  -  Lorraine M 
Bank 
Comment:   Don’t trust INDOT – Don’t build.  
 
Comment:  The Illiana is a huge mistake.  For Indiana there is no reason for this road.  It creates a fence 
that runs from I-65 to Illinois.  The planned exchanges will not help or cause enough economic growth to 
offset the damage to the area (economically, socially or for future planning).  It causes intra-structure 
problems.  It is enough against the NIRPC plans for this area, especially to the north, that a no-build 
should be put forward and accepted.   

 
Comment: Everyone except Indiana and the residents of Indiana will benefit but not the people who live 
here!  

 
Comment: Let Build In.  We need a train to Lowell and Valparaiso (right of way in place).  Stop this road 
to nowhere.  The Illiana Toll Road would benefit ILL not IN. 

 
Comment:   gailwinebrenner@yahoo.com:  no highway!  Put it in your farm and backyard!  This is an 
abortion to our land. 
 
Comment:   gailwinebrenner@yahoo.com:  no highway!  It’s an abortion to the family farm. 

 
Comment:   Let’s use the money for Indiana.  The Illiana Toll Way would go to a (intermodal) truck 
facility in Ill.  How would that benefit IN?  Gov. Quinn (Ill) wants the Peotone Airport.  This road is 
designed to feed that airport.  That will be the kiss of death for Gary’s airport.  We need a train to 
Lowell. 
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Comment:   I have attended each of the Lowell meetings.  The only thing I have learned from these 
meetings is how crooked our states have become. Even though their own studies and committees have 
proven that this highway is unnecessary and tax wasting they have continued to push this project 
through.  I will use every power I have to campaign against those who have put their individual gains 
above those of their constituents.  This country was founded by the people.  Listen to them for once.  -  
Michelle Dumbsky 

 
Comment:   As a taxpayer I believe taxpayers should have more of a say in decisions like whether or not 
the Illiana Tollroad should be built, this should not be a political decisions like it is turning out to be… NO 
ILLIANA TOLLROAD!!! 

 
Comment:   NO TOLLWAY!!  Kenny Idirata, Lowell, IN 

 
Comment:   This is all politics and people could care less about the birds and wildlife.  Use trains!  No 
highway.  -  ellenkrick@yahoo.com 

 
Comment:   What about the environment?  You are closing valuable farmland forever under blacktop 
and oil waste?  This is the cornbelt every commercial waving flags says Americas farmland = heartland.  
You are forever closing the land and destroying the environment, destroying family legacies, destroying 
homesteads forever, destroying precious NATURAL BEAUTY AND WETLANDS.  Why?  No one wants this!  
ellenkrick@yahoo.com 

 
Comment:   Why won’t you use railroads?  Rail saves gas and will not invade and divide family 
homesteads.  Plus it’s economical, we were told that it was already voted at the first meeting against 
but it was not put to public votes.  This is truly a tragic turn to our environment.  No highway! 

 
Comment:   Who is caring about the 2600 acres of farmland and family farms?  How is it legal it’s like 
communistic takeover, so wrong!  Taking all the farms without any voting towards farms and farmers.  
No highway!  ellenkrick@yahoo.com 

 
Comment:   Who is speaking for the wildlife?  No one.  Why is this valuable area designated for a toll 
road when it is blue collar farms that depend on their land for their livelihood?  It is so wrong and not 
wanted.  It’s a horrible tragedy to see this happen.  ellenkrick@yahoo.com 

 
Comment:   This is a ruse, lie and politically hand warmer at the expense of the farmers.  
ellenkrick@yahoo.com 

 
Comment:   No highway!  gailkrick@yahoo.com 

 
Comment:   What about the lasting effect on our water table and animals?  Waterfowl will be 
devastated.  No highway!  ellenkrick@yahoo.com 

 
Comment:   The proposal to conjoin this area is absurd.  Nobody here need this toll way nor wants it.  
This is farmland and rural housing that would nothing but trouble with noise, pollution and 
maintenance.  We don’t want another subdivision of Gary and Chicago.  There is minimal crime and no 
commuter trains or CTA buses.  There are enough expressways in this area so we don’t need another.  
Politicians and Chinese business have no reason TO BE HERE.   All of us in Lowell together know you all 
have made a bad decision.  Paul Crouse, Lowell resident. 
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Comment:   Building this Illiana is a hoke!  Why can’t you guarantee it will work and if it doesn’t all you 
people pay for it, buy losing your jobs and homes! 

 
Comment:   The current route would come near my house which is White Oak Ave. in Lowell near the 
power lines.  1 mile from US 41.  We really don’t want the road.  It will ruin a lot of wildlife and many 
hunters in IN and IL.  I’ll be glad when it’s over with.  -  Bob Bunkowfst. 

 
Comment:   Why do not include the Illiana Toll Road in your 2040 Plan –  

1. Earley on, the “Times” reported that only 4% of the traffic on I-80 and US 30 would be 
relieved by the construction of the Illiana (not enough to justify!) 

2. Truckers aren’t going to use it because of the tolls – that’s why the Indiana Toll Road is not 
used by truckers. 

3. I thought that your 40 yr. plan wanted to build transportation in the northern part of the 
county in order to spur growth of the urban areas. 

4. Leave the urban areas urban and the rural areas rural! 
Man up!  Please vote NO to the Illiana!  I know all of you are under great pressure to include this 
in your plan - please don’t!  Richard Bochart, 4861 W. 173rd Ave, Lowell, IN  46356 (219) 696-
9048 
 

Comment:   INDOT do not request for corridor to go through 
 

Comment:   Put money into roads that already exist instead of building a road that no one can afford. 
Yes, it would create jobs but they are temporary – no road. 

 
Comment:   The cost of the expressway has been disputed.  Who is right? 

 
Comment:   As a citizen and taxpayer of Lake Co., IN, I am appalled and saddened by the “politics” of the 
Illiana Tollroad.  It seems no one cares what the people think or how its ruining their livelihood.  Starting 
with our Governor and I know the CMAP vote was not on the up and up.  The politicians have forgotten 
who they are working for – the people.  I am close but not directly affected by this abomination but 
there is no positive things thins will do for Indiana.  It will only hurt us but no one cares.  I can only hope 
NIRPC stands up for the taxpayers and the people of Lake Co., IN.  We will be in jeopardy with our school 
busses, ambulance and fire dept.  Lowell will not see any growth from this.  Only Illinois.  So please 
consider the people when you vote on this and make us proud of someone.  That would be so 
heartlifting after so much deceit.  Thank you very much.  Gayle Schulfer, West Creek Township 

 
Comment:   We always hear how this road will make our travel better.  May be I would believe it if 
specific ways were offered.  The Illiana does not go anywhere  I or anyone I know want to go, but it 
definitely will block my path in many ways – fire – police – bus – all increasing our expenses.  -  Kathleen 
Blink 

 
Comment:   I believe the building of this highway will do nothing for our economy and create an expense 
to the taxpayers by introducing this road to I-65 and 41. The farmland around Lowell will become 
attractive to factories and industry removing farmland from production and reducing the small town 
environment to urban sprawl.  Thereby eliminating all that is what Lowell is and has been for the last 
150 years.    I also believe the politics involved with this road are there to benefit Chicago and will only 
be a burden to Indiana with tax money to pay for and subsidize maintenance.   Historically toll roads 



built with and funded by private investors have failed as will this one.  Why spend good money after 
bad.  -  Charlie Blink, Lowell 

 
Comment:   Who wants to drive 10 miles south on crowded I-65 to get to a toll road – (that taxpayers 
will ultimately be paying for, for many years)?  That may help some a few minutes.  Then back north 
again.  It doesn’t make sense.  What about Cline Avenue, casino revenue went down with that highway.  
Casino revenue that benefitted everyone!!  -  Kathleen Blink 

 
Comment:   Explain the real purpose for the road!  The disruption to homes, wildlife and environment 
outweigh the benefits of a tollroad.  If it was moved 25 miles south it would affect very little. 

 
Comment:   Do not take the farmer’s land.  Jennifer Lopez 

 
Comment:   This project does not have a chance in hell!  No group of investors would invest in such a 
risky project!  Hopefully the property will not be taken from farmers in “Quick Take.”  Jim Baskerville, 
Manhattan, ILL 

 
Comment:   Lake County Indiana now has an income tax!  If you  take peoples hard earned money, then 
do the right thing and pay people a fair amount for their property!!! 

 

Comment:   Dear Illiana Toll road, what are you going to do for the real family farms?  My family has 
farmed all their lives, and now you want to put the Illiana Expressway right through the property!  If 
you’re going to put a toll road right next to my family’s home (farm) then you need to buy their house 
and barns, and the property that will be used for the Illiana Toll Road!!!  -  Thomas Rokosz 
NOTE:  Replace my family’s farm, this is what my family does for a living.  To put food on the table.  Our 
ground (property) is valuable to us! 

 

Comment:   This road is taking our family farm.  It’s our living and what puts food on your table.  Has 
your people ever truly thought of impact on farm ground loss?   We want you to replace farm we will be 
losing.   -  Barbara Kritz 

 

Comment:   Our area needs more important projects done than this tollway.  Indiana has projects they 
need to spend money on besides a tollway only Illinois is interested in.  You’re tearing up beautiful 
country and destroying farmers which we need. 

 

Comment:   How do they come up with the price for the land that is in the way of the roadway?  Is this 
(B-3) plan the one that is to be used? 

 

Comment:   No Build!  Destroying wetlands wooded areas 42 homes in ½ mile 3 lakes:  Lake Julia, Twin 
Lakes, Goose Bay.  The trucks won’t use the highway.  -  Ted Gross, Lowell, IN 

 



Comment:   The 2040 Plan promotes “one region” by reinvestment in the urban core regions (we’re only 
as strong as our weakest link).  “Sprawl” is poison to the plan. 

 

Comment:   Wroe King, Lake Dalecarlia.  27 years – 22 years at Lake Dale on LDVFD.  Too many places 
along the route that my sons and I haven’t fished and hunted.  It will be lost forever! 

 

Comment:   Please keep your 2040 Plan as it is and do not include the Illiana. 
 

Comment:   My neighbors are having their property subdivided with their home directly under the 
expressway.  Their home – their life savings and their children’s heritage will be unsafe, polluted (noise 
and light pollution) and worthless.  Illogical, inaccurate, irresponsible, incomprehensible.  NO!    
christinekrick@yahoo.com 

 

Comment:   Why no railroad?  Why haven’t we been offered full value for our property??  Why is the 
property behind a home being purchased with no value on the home itself?  What good will the home 
be?  Ridiculous!!  Why no Metra station?  NO!  christinekrick@yahoo.com 

 

Comment:   NO!  Why the charade?? Of meetings and cards for comments?  This was settled last year.  
Insulting!!  christinekrick@yahoo.com 

 

Comment:   What about the wildlife?  The waterfowl?  The tree frogs?  Our ecological system destroyed 
for a highway?? Is this the 50’s???  NO!  christinekrick@yahoo.com 

 

Comment:   Several months ago, there was a meeting for about 400 invited possible investors in the 
tollroad.  How many actually came or actually agreed to invest their money or businesses in this 
project??  Also, how many of the invited actually came to the meeting?  Prove it!! 

 
Comment:   1. If this tollroad is indeed agreed upon and funded who will benefit from the tolls 
collected?  Will they stay in Northwest Indiana or be sent downstate?  2.  We currently have a volunteer 
fire dept. and EMS here in Lowell. How do you possibly think we can protect and service a tollroad as 
well as our own community.  We don’t have the manpower or means to effectively protect our 
community and service this road!! 3.  Having been raised in a “small town atmosphere” all my life I had 
hoped to raise my family just the same.  Yes, growth is important but not at the expense of our farms 
and small hometown! 

 
Comment:   Please vote no.  My family has had the same farm for 110 years.  My great-grandparents 
bought the homestead and land for my family.  I am planning on continuing the farm.  If the Illiana 
comes through it will cut my fields in half.  And I will lose 78 acres.  I live in Peotone on W. Kennedy Rd. 
East of Rt. 45.  Besides myself, I feel that this will change our rural community to being more congested.  
Why expand the congestion further south?  Nissert5@yahoo.com  Nicole Issert 
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Comment:   If the airline industry was genuinely interested in Peotone and the earlier plan to continue 
from I-355 at 80 to Peotone and on to I-65 run by the ISJHA, which has shown it can build and run 
tollways teamed up with its Indiana counterpart (which no longer exists) then it has a thread of logic, at 
least.  Sited as it is (to skirt just south of the massive 35 sq. mi. airport footprint) is too far south to 
alleviate traffic problems in the Chicagoland megalopolis. Mega twin boondoggles!  -  Anthony Rayson 
anthonyrayson@hotmail.com 

 
Comment:   Please vote no to the Illiana Tollway.  This project will damage our area and our way of life.  
These are not empty and vacant lots, it’s mostly crops and farms.  The Illiana is unwanted here and 
truthfully, not a need.  Please use our resources responsibly and the Illiana does not qualify.  This is not 
good for our farms or our area.  Please vote – NO – Illiana Tollway.  Thank you, -  D.M. Tierney 

 
Comment:   What a farce of a meeting this is!! Silence is golden – or gold in your pocket! 

 
Comment:   Can you tell me how much money (tax money) has been spent on this project so far?  Either 
ILL or IND or separately?  Thanks, R. Kurmis 
   
Comment:  How are you going to monitor all the traffic on this toll road. Policemen & truck weigh 
stations, etc. this is a waste of Indiana taxpayer dollars. Should spend your money or should I say our 
money to serve Illinois this is already broke. Don’t let Illinois politicians sucker you into this. I VOTE FOR 
A NO BUILD “2040”.  Scott Hedrick – Lowell, IN 
Comment:  I believe the Illiana is a huge waste of money and will benefit politicians and the politically 
connected. It is unnecessary and being forced on us. Also the amount of jobs it is supposed to create is 
greatly over-estimated to make it seem more acceptable.  John Olenik – Dyer, IN 
 
Comment: The benefits that the expressway will provide have been disputed. Who is right? 
I would like to address the fact that the number of jobs (temporary 9000) is greatly overinflated. 
2) The number of trucks expected to travel a new toll road cannot be realistic, look @ how many trucks 

went to 80/94 when the Indiana toll road raised tolls 
3) The people who live in these communities do not want a blight like this where we live. 
4) Traffic on I-65 is already bad enough, if the expected amount of traffic travels a new road to I-65 it 

will be the newest road with extreme traffic back ups. 
5) Who is going to be responsible for the externalities of diesel exhaust, gasoline exhaust, that would 

be vastly increased. These forms of pollution are proven to be a negative health factor. 
6) This project will not be an economic gain for the people of the community, look at the current toll 

road there are fewer attendants and only minimum wage jobs to create more working poor & urban 
sprawl.  
-Jeremy Hartmeyer 

I am totally against this toll road. I have written many letters to this board and others. Illinois is broke 
and Indiana will see no benefit. Vote No.  - Dan Grelck 

 
Comment:  Attaching our Great State to Illinois is destructive in it its own right! 

 
Comment:  We don’t need it, we don’t want it, and we won’t use it. Don’t undermine the Region by 
supporting the Illiana – vote for No-Build. 

 
Comment:  If the Illiana and widening of 65 are being proposed at the same time, would it not make 
sense to widen 65 all the way to the Illiana junction instead of just to 231?  - Beth Schaulat – Lowell, IN 
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Comment: After spending many many hours participating in the public outreach process, which led to 
the 2040 Plan, I’m badly disappointed that the AWARD Winning Plan is now being altered.  Why have 
so many Public Outreach sessions if you’re going to ignore the wishes of those that participated? 

 
Comment:  Don Parker has been instructed by his constituents to vote NO on including the Illiana in 
your plans. DO NOT accept him abstaining! 
 
Comment:  Voters ----- Please do the right thing. Do not be influenced by those with private agendas or 
those who will get personal gain. The Right thing 
 
Comment:  With so many of our country roads and highways in such poor condition, wouldn’t these 
extreme costs be better spent on improving what we already have? 
 
Comment:  Please vote “no build” and give our little town of Lowell and the surrounding communities 
back to the normalcy of life that we all once knew and loved. The smell of fresh country air and freshly 
mown grass and hayfields will be just a memory very soon now. We will soon have lungs full of diesel 
fumes and our eyes will be swollen with irritation from exhaust pollution. 
 This toll road is so unnecessary and so costly to build and there are so many other alternatives 
and alternate highways that are not toll roads. 
 Please realize all the negative reasons this toll road should not be built. Indiana will receive no 
benefits from it at all. The farmland lost, the threat to our water supplies and the danger of flooding 
our fields from water fun off. 
 Highway rte 10 could have been widened and 2 more lanes added and there you’ll have the east 
corridor. Why does INDOT insist the Illiana must follow the power lines? 
 Please give our lives and our homelands back.   - Shirley Hedrick – Lowell, IN 
 
Comment:  Being a rural Lowell resident I like your brochure states our rural areas are valued should be 
protected. A toll road or any Hi-way will destroy and devastate the Lowell and surrounding areas, 
especially the farm ground and wetlands. Our state needs to put their time, money and efforts toward 
fixing and repairing our infrastructure that is already built. I feel this proposed toll-road is for Illinois 
benefits and will not service Indiana at all. Thanks for allowing my comments. - D. Frank Hedrick – 
Lowell, IN 
 
Comment:  I vote for a no build hi-way and or a toll road.  - Greg Hedrick – Lowell, IN 

 
Comment:  We do not NEED this toll Rd. It’s NOT YOUR home they will be taking. We are at retirement 
age and will have our home paid off in 1 (one) year. We can’t afford to move, start all over and build up 
all the privacy landscaping which took us 25 to grow and nurture. Also it will depreciate all the property 
along the road. 

 
Comment:  Your placing a loud, noisy, destructive, highway by my house. Thanks. 
 
Comment:  How are people supposed to work, sleep, play, study or do much with a destructive highway 
in the way. 
Comment:  It does not make sense to put Illiana in to Indiana having it end at I-65. That highway is 
already over crowded with semis and now you want to add more semis to it. Have any of your so called 
brain people tried to drive I-65? Our newspapers are full of accidents happening and killing people on it! 



If Illinois (who doesn’t have any money to pay for it) wants a road let them pay for it and not burden us 
with the bill! Keep our people safe and our farm land secure for us to live on like we want! Been fighting 
Illiana since 2004 when big blue line in map in paper went right thru my home!  - Mrs. Jean E. Hulsey – 
Lowell, IN 
 
Comment:  Please don’t put in a highway in our backyard. 
 
Comment:  You are ruining lives. 
 
Comment:  Improve your roads before you make new ones. Add sidewalks or bike lanes to community 
roads before you produce more.  
 
Comment: 

1. Please do not add this project to your build list. 
2. As a resident of IL – The farmland owners are not being represented – only the opinions of 

career politicians count. Please meet with local long-time residents to hear what improved 
roads would accomplish more than building the Illiana.  

 Bruce Hamann – Peotone, IL 
 
Comment:  What benefit is there to have an interchange at 55 – so close to 65 – and who funds the 
upgrade to 55 for the increase in truck traffic. What designates the zoning changes to land from 
agriculture to commercial use. 
 
Comment:  Please honor your thorough, thoughtful work that went into your award winning 2040 Plan 
by NOT approving the Illiana. 
 
Comment:  Have the contractors sign on for building the road??  - Tom Dowell 
 
Comment:  No Tollroad!  - Pat Bunkowfst 
 
Comment:  It appears to me the addition of the Illiana Tollroad goes against every goal for the vision 
2040. How does this project merit any time and money? Our resources are more valuable and should be 
utilized elsewhere.  - Megan K. Ipema 
 
Comment:  To: NIRPC and anyone in favor of the Illiana Tollway: I have commented several times on 
“against” to tollway and my stand is the same. I have got replies, but ”nothing” how it will personally 
hurt people such as taking their land or houses or about affecting nature, wetlands or just having to 
view or hear it “always”. It appears just to be a shortcut for truckers. It still seems political. The tollway 
will not benefit the Town of Lowell or surrounding area. The toll project on the east of I-65 “did not 
happen” – “please do not let it happen of the west side either”.  - David A. Frizzell – Lowell, IN 
Comment:  Negative environmental impacts can’t be undone – please don’t approve the Illiana – there 
will be noise, light, fumes, and run-off. 
 
Comment:  I’ve heard this is to be an expensive toll road. If that’s the case, won’t it be very 
underutilized. 
 
Comment:  Question the need for such a road at this time. I do not see the benefit for the area or for the 
larger population. Possibly down the road 10 years or more. Maybe should consider setting aside a 



commitment or intention for an area of land for future need. Illinois is financially broke! Why should we 
support their need! Do you have any commitment from the trucking industry for the use? I say no to the 
road at this time! 
 
Comment:  The NIRPC 2040 Plan won awards – would that have happened if the Illiana and the resulting 
sprawl had been included in the plan? Support the NO BUILD option. 
 
Comment:  After attending the CMAP meeting in the (Sears) Tower Chicago we were told in no 
uncertain terms the Illiana tollway would be a feeder road to an intermodal terminus in Willington 
Illinois and also a feeder road to Peotone Airport. Gov. Quinn wants Illiana and Peotone Airport. What 
do you think this would do to Gary Airport? Remember the traffic study (pay by taxpayers) estimated a 
reduction of traffic on the Borman Exp. At 2.8 percent. Hardly worth building at road.  
 
Comment:  We moved out here to get away from traffic and congestion. NO ROAD! 
 
Comment: The money for this road will be better spent on existing roads to increase traffic flow. Like 
bridge on Kankakee River span in Pleasant Township on Ind. 49. Closed early 2012 and fixed late 2014. 
 Is the NIRPC going to fall to “high pressure” on the planning boards like CMAP had per CGO 
Tribune 10/18/2013. 
 No Illiana. Why was no one from board for NIRPC here? 
 No to Illiana Expressway. 
 CMAP staff Sept 27, 2013 memorandum said this was a bad idea. Metropolitan Planning Council 
Sept 4, opposed this road. Openlands Aug 27, 2013 said no to this road. Crain’s (CGO business) Sept 28, 
2013 said no. CGO Tribune 10/18/2013 said bad idea. They all say it is a waste of money. So why are we 
spending more money on something that will no benefit the state of Indiana.  –Lloyd Sherwood 
 
Comment:  Are there more cars than trucks on our roads? Then why aren’t transportation issues 
focusing on mass transit that removes thousands of commuter autos daily from 80/94, freeing up space 
for commercial vehicles? Existing rail lines could be used rather than confiscating valuable 
farmland/wetlands for more concrete roads that require more maintenance (taxes!), to say nothing of 
less space to grow food! 
 And why is Indiana choosing Illinois (with the current record of being the most broke in the 50 
states) as a business partner? What makes you think Illinois will manage this needed money for this 
project any better now? Indiana balances its budget, Illinois doesn’t. Our tax dollars should stay in 
Indiana to maintain current roads and other infrastructure! 
 
Comment:  FACT: The existing 163rd Avenue corridor extending one (1) mile east from State Road 55 in 
Cedar Creek Township provides road and utility access for 50+ homes. The Illiana website map affirms 
that the “preferred B-3” Illiana 400’ wide corridor will impact this portion of 163rd Avenue and its 
residents. 
Question: The Illiana Tollroad will run east/west, why is INDOT “preferring” to impact an east/west 
populated county road corridor? 
FACT: INDOT has had prior access to documented Lake County’s Soil Survey map information and has 
performed subsequent soil tests confirming that 90% of the proposed SR 55 interchange and overpass 
will in FACT be located within soils and existing wetlands totally adverse to highway 
construction/location. 



Question: How much are the estimated additional cost$$$ associated to the Federally mandated 
mitigating process associated to INDOT’s “preferred” construction/site location of the SR 55 interchange 
and overpass? 
FACT:  The “preferred” Illiana Tollway corridor will be an east/west route; South Lake County has always 
been impacted by Lake Michigan’s “lake effect” north/south winds. 
Question: Has INDOT performed any environmental studies to confirm the magnitude of air quality 
impact within the Lowell and Southlake communities associated with the immediate proximity to the 
Illiana Tollway? 
FACT: The existing I-465 expressway corridor located around the perimeter of Indianapolis contains vast 
public/tax dollar financed “Fort Apache” 40+ foot high concrete sound/air pollution barrier walls on 
both/either sides. 
Question: Does INDOT’s Illiana Tollroad proposal include the location of similar sound/air pollution 
barrier walls in Southlake County? 

- Don Carnahan 
Comment: The proposed Illiana Tollroad should NOT be included in the 2040 Comprehensive Regional 
Plan and soundly REJECTED! This project has had its goals changed as the original reasons were exposed 
as frauds. First it was initially being sold as a way to reduce congestion on I-80/94. Of course that was a 
farce! No one in their right mind would detour 36 miles, get on a 47 mile tollroad, then, detour another 
36 miles to reconnect to I-80/94. Then it changed to being an easier route for farmers to move their 
grain to market. Another farce! The road would not be used by farmers in the area as there are no grain 
elevators nearby. Then it changed to promote intermodal truck traffic. Another farce! We have no 
intermodal facilities anywhere near the road in Indiana. This would only contribute to additional 
farmland being destroyed for those facilities. They purport to show that 24,000 permanent jobs will be 
created but that number was exposed by MPC as a farce! Only 940 permanent jobs would be created 
and probably most of those low pay toll booth collectors. These excuses show that the supporters are 
grasping at straws and will do anything to try and push it through. 
It should not be considered for the following reasons: 

1. Spending $1.3 billion dollars to create 940 permanent jobs is completely insane. 
2. $1.3 billion dolalrs is surely a lowball figure which will rise when construction starts. 
3. Illinois refuses to solve their $100 billion dollar pension problem. They are dead broke. 
4. Illinois cannot be trusted to contribute anything to this project except corruption 
5. Destroying farmland, wetlands, and ecosystems for this tollroad is counterproductive to NIRPC 

goals. 
6. The Metropolitan Planning Commission of the Chicago region has soundly rejected it. 
7. CMAP for Planning rejected the tollroad by a vote of 10-4. 
8. Indiana does not benefit from this tollroad one bit. 
9. This road cuts in half the Lowell community and endangers its citizens with road closures. 
10. This road puts an additional cost burden on the Lowell area citizens to provide emergency 

services for it at a time they are already under cost pressures. 
11. The Tri-Creek School Corporation will face increased costs because of the disruption of their bus 

routes. 
12. Children of Tri-Creek Schools will face additional time spent on busses. 
13. It is being sold as a “public/private” partnership with costs being shouldered by private 

enterprises, when in fact guarantees for cost recovery will be shouldered by taxpayers. 
14. It will contribute to region pollution of both air and water especially in the Kankakee Watershed. 
15. It will send additional traffic to local roads which has deliberately not been addressed on the 

Indiana side. 



16. Additional costs will be borne by taxpayers to fund repairs to damaged local roads if this tollroad 
is built. 

17. I-65 will become negatively impacted if not improved and this road is built. 
18. This tollroad will contribute to urban sprawl which should be counter to NIRPC goals. 
19. Money should be used to improve current roads and infrastructure in the northern part of the 

region. 
20. It will divert funds needed for other more valuable projects – namely a region trauma center 

and expansion of Lake Michigan ports. 
People in the area have been lied to from the beginning of this project. It has deliberately been called 
the Illiana Expressway not Tollway as it was always envisioned. The studies have all been conducted by 
Illinois firms and of no benefit to Indiana residents. It is a political project that has not considered the 
will of the people most affected by it. Who in their right mind would go into business with someone who 
is dead broke and known for their corruption? Illinois is that dead broke neighbor. Only lip service has 
been paid to people in the area and hard questions never answered. NIRPC needs to show that it truly is 
an independent planning agency and SOUNDLY REJECT this white elephant before it goes any further. 
When voting it should not also be tied to the widening of I-65 as that should be a completely standalone 
project, otherwise people can say they voted for the widening of I-65 but were against the Illiana. There 
is not merit to the Illiana Tollroad as there is to the widening of I-65. REJECT this tollroad and go to the 
“no-build” option. 
Thank you. 
Adrian Mlynarczyk 
 
 
PORTAGE PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS – PORTAGE.  NOVEMBER 13, 2013 
 
Comment:  I am in favor of the Illiana Project.  Chicago is unique in that an expressway cannot be built 
on the east side of the city due to the lake.  The Illiana road would greatly drain a lot of traffic to ease 
congestion in our area.  Yes it will impact some people negatively, but overall it would be an asset to the 
area. 
Ted Perez 
 
 
 
Comment:  I have attended frequently through the past several years the meetings concerning the 
building of the Illiana Expressway.  I definitely feel that this roadway should not be built.  It leads to the 
proposed Peotone Airport which is being promoted by the politicians in Illinois.  It will be detrimental to 
the Gary/Chicago Airport.  I also feel that our tax money should be used for building or enhancing 
roadways in Indiana not Illinois. 
Jim Bartos  
 
 
 
Comment:  I Am For Illiana!  After traveling the expressway for the last 10 years daily the only word I 
have to say is “Safety”. 
Tim Kunstek 
 
 
Comment:  Don’t move our jobs to the south of the county.  Support, No – Build! 



 
 
 
Comment:  I am in Favor of the Illiana to help relieve traffic on I94. 
Marcella Kunstek 
 
 
 
Comment:  Have any contractors come forward on this item? 
Thanks, 
Tom Dowell, Sr 
 
 
Comment:  INDOT claims the Illiana will create jobs.  How many will be long term?  Won’t the Illiana 
create sprawl and draw jobs away from the northern core of N.W. Indiana? 
 
 
 
Comment:  The Illiana is going to be a toll road; NOT an expressway!  Please stop calling it an 
expressway! 
 
 
 
Comment:  THE ILLIANA IS NOT A GOOD USE OF FUNDS FOR NORTHWEST INDIANA.  IT WAS 
DETERMINED AFTER MANY DISCUSSIONS DURING THE WRITING OF THE 2040 PLAN THAT THE ILLIANA 
WAS NOT COMPATIBLE WITH IT.  ADDITIONAL RAILROADS DO NOT SOLVE TRAFFIC PROBLEMS. 
Rich Herr 
 
 
 
Comment:  Level of commitment from trucking?  Foreseen impact on tolls if demand not met?  Cap on 
tolls? 
Lynn Carroll 
 
 
 
Comment:  No Illiana   No Railroad 
 
 
 
Comment:  URBAN SPRAWL—THIS MOVES IT FORWARD.  DEATH TO INTER CITIES – WHERE WE NEED 
PEOPLE TO MOVE.  THIS WILL END AFFORDABLE INTER CITY EDUCATION.  BYPASS – A TRUE BYPASS 
WOULD HAVE GONE EAST TO 421.  CLOSURE OF ROAD – SOUTH LAKE COUNTY CANOT HANDLE THE 
ROADS NOW.  HOW WILL WE AFFORD ROAD IMPROVEMENT AND SAFETY.  NO CLOSURE OF ANY NORTH 
– SOUTH ROADS. 
 
 



Comment:  Where I live, I am not directly affected (Valpo).  But I am opposed to the Illiana for these 
reasons: 
The route impacts the wetland areas south of Cedar Lake.  The route also impacts natural areas in 
Illinois.  The main benefit is to truckers from central and southern Illinois on their ways to Michigan. 
Congestion on I94 would be better solved by expanding rail & other public transportation.  I commented 
on the SSRR to Chicago for 50 years.  Since it would be toll, private investors would get the profits. 
Private entities should not benefit from condemnation of land.  Eliminate condemnation power for toll 
roads. 
 
 
Comment:  NO ILLIANA TOLL ROAD.  I have said my opinion several times in the past at NIRPC meeting. 
I thank you for listening!!, and for the opportunity.  Now as far as the Illiana Toll Road and INDOT, they 
have put the cart before the horse and now INDOT is playing politics.  INDOT is trying to get federally 
approved money by including I65 widening with the Illiana Roll Road.  Are they afraid of losing? 
As I have said before who’s going to build the Indiana portion?  Illinois more than likely?   Jobs is the 
whole political push!  This lets Illinois take the lead again and build the Indiana portion!  And we keep 
trying to get manufacturers to come to Indiana!, crazy!   If we want jobs in Indiana, let’s develop 
northern Indiana and support the Gary Airport.  Forget the Peotone Airport.  Support the Trauma Center 
and a New Lake Michigan port!  Lets improve our local roads, instead of dodging potholes! We don’t 
need a truck toll road.  We need to take care of the road we got.  Close the weight’s station at I65 and 
there will be no trucks on local highways, except for local service.  If you consider my past letters and 
the soil tests and conversation with you, you should vote No Illiana Toll Road!!  Bring us a Merry Xmas 
and A Happy New Year, Vote No Illiana. 
Ted G Ross 
I am opposed to Indiana’s participation in the Illiana.  It is a bad idea for local residents who will suffer 
loss of farmland, easy access to road, and more air and water pollution.  Residents in the northern part 
of the county will face loss of funding for maintaining our local and state roads—which right now are in 
poor to terrible shape.  The idea that the Illiana will stop at I65 is nonsense.  My question:  who pays for 
land acquisition for this boondoggle?, the taxpayers or the “private investor”?  Who will be responsible 
and accountable for protecting air quality?  Who will be responsible and accountable for protecting 
water quality in the very shallow aquifer in the Kankakee basin?  What are the costs to Indiana taxpayers 
for land acquisition?  How much actual benefit has been calculated to Hoosiers and by whom?  How 
much expected damage to our quality of life has been projected and by whom? 
 
 
Comment:  There needs to be something done as soon as possible to relieve the traffic on the Borman. 
With the burnout of cars and trucks, added to the traffic each day, this project (Illiana) needs to go now.  
If I am correct the expansion of the Borman is complete and built out.  There is no possible expansion.    
The Illiana could also help remove traffic from I65 in a very dangerous section. 
 
 
Comment:  How thorough are the ground water studies?  Won’t the Illiana create run-off, light, sound 
and exhaust pollution.  Please don’t support the Illiana. 
 
 
Comment:  Please do not change the Award Winning 2040 Plan.  Do not support the Illiana. 
 
 



 
Comment:  Jobs are an issue!  But job with building the Illiana take away jobs from the urban core and 
northern parts of Lake, Porter, & La Porte counties. 
 
 
Comment:  Help retain the inner core of Lake County.  Vote no. 
 
 
Comment:  I see only benefits for Illinois, none for Indiana.  Any jobs created after construction will be 
service jobs.  Use these development funds to improve other communities up north! 
Jim Sweeney 
 
 
 
 
Comment:   I am opposed to the Illiana as quoted in Time Wednesday.  The temporary and immediate 
jobs that the tollway would bring should be weighed against the PRMANENT DESTRUCTION  of farmland, 
“that would be a whole take down of our community.  
Wayne  Wietbrock (sp) 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment:  Many Many Many public meetings were held to pave the way for writing the 2040 Plan.  It 
was a conscious decision to exclude the Illiana Toll Road from the Plan.  The Plan won awards without 
the Illiana Toll Road. 
 
 
 
Comment:  Maintain the current 2040 Plan and do not support the Illiana. 
 
 
Comment:  The CMAP Transportation Committee recently approved addition of the Illiana to the CMAP 
2040 Plan despite the strong recommendation against such a vote by CMAP’s own staff, despite a “No” 
vote by the full CMAP board as well as strong editorials against the Illiana by most Chicago area media.   
Following the vote stories of arm twisting appeared in many places.  This are twisting is alleged to have 
included threats that Illinois state funding for local projects would be withdrawn of representatives 
voted to not include the Illiana in the 2040 plan as well as promised to move local projects forward in 
exchange for a favorable vote. 
Actions such as these seem to be expected in Illinois politics but are unethical and destroy all credibility 
regarding the vote. 
Given this, will NIRPC issue a statement that threats or promises of favors are unethical and will not be 
tolerated?  Will each voting member promise to publically expose any threats of State retaliation, 
promises of favorable treatment by the State or promises of campaign contributions by political parties 
or private parties in exchange for a vote to include the Illiana project in NIRPC’s plan?  If not why not? 
William Hathaway 
 



 
Comment:  The CMAP staff reports demonstrate that the INDOT/IDOT plan significantly overstates the 
potential benefits and toll revenue for the toll road and significantly understates the true cost and 
negative consequences should this road be built.   
Many statements from INDOT/IDOT have been misleading. 
One example is the implication that little public money will be spent on the project when the CMAP 
studies suggest the possibility of a more than $1 billion shortfall of tolls that would have to be paid by 
the states. 
Illinois representatives have in the past touted 28,000 jobs created by multiplied by 30 + years of 
operation.  She has admitted that the total number of permanent jobs created will actually be well 
under 1,000 total over the next 30 + years. 
Given the problems with the INDOT/IDOT generated figures will NIRPC staff perform their own analysis 
of the costs, benefits and detrimental effects of the project?  
Will NIRPC rely on other 3rd party analysis (e.g. the CMAP and other studies) or will they exclusively rely 
on the questionable INDOT/IDOT numbers? 
If there will be no NIRPC analysis independent of INDOT/IDOT or if there will be no consideration other 
study results, why not?  
William Hathaway 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment:  NIRPC’s Illiana process is fundamentally biased and skewed heavilyto the INDOT?IDOT 
position. 
INDOT/IDOT has the opportunity to make face to face presentations to NIRPC’s board, committees and 
commissions.  They can engage in give and take, answer questions and ask questions. 
The public, by contrast, can engage in no discussion that is guaranteed to be reported verbatim to all 
voting members.  Comments can be made in writing but these are summarized by staff members. 
Hundreds or even thousands of comments are reduced to a few pages of statics and snippets of 
comments. 
If someone spends hours preparing detailed comments on and responses to the INDOT? IDOT program 
and statements it is for naught as the comments will be simply listed as a for or against statistic.  The 
effect of this is that the INDOT/IDOT position is treated as “fact” while the comments from the public 
become “opinions” either for or against the project. 
Given the above, the following suggestions are made:  Restructure meeting format to allow face-to-face 
presentations by the public, allow NIRPC responses and statements to be questioned and allow give-and 
take discussions. 
Schedule more meetings where there is a demonstrated interest. 
Require all voting members to be at the meetings so as to not receive filtered reports of the meetings 
content and tone but to hear the statements directly. 
Compile all of the written comments in unabridged form and secure the commitment of all voting 
members that they will read the comments before any vote is taken. 
NIRPC’s response as to whether any of these suggestions will be implemented is requested and if none, 
why not. 
William Hathaway 
 
 



Comment:  NIRPC’s votes will be taken before there is any determination as to the funding situation by 
the states.   
The Illinois Secretary of Transportation has stated that the project will not go forward without private 
financing and project supports in Indiana asking for patience to see if there is private money interest in 
funding this toll road. 
The implication is that little taxpayer money will be spent on the project. 
The reality is Indiana has already decided on an “availability payment” model for financing. 
They are guaranteed finding private money because under an “availability payment” model those 
fronting the construction costs bear no risk in the project.  They are guaranteed payment whether or not 
a single vehicle uses the toll road and whether or not a single too is collected.   
The agreed “availability payment” amount will certainly include recovery of principal and some profit. 
The CMAP staff report suggests that toll shortfall might easily exceed $1 billion dollars that would need 
to be covered by taxes.  Given this, will NIRPC delay final approval until complete funding details are 
available from the state? 
Will NIRPC require that Indiana switch its funding model to one where the private parties assume all 
financial risk for the project as a prerequisite for considering approval of the project?  If not, why not? 
William Hathaway 
 
 
Comment:  Need for a new road:  Almost every morning I wake up to Z-107 on the radio and listen to 
the local news.  Toward the end of the news report is the traffic and weather.  I will occasionally hear 
traffic problems on either I65 or the Borman but usually they are moving fine at 6 am.  
Of course if there is an accident traffic is messed up but you cannot build a road to relieve traffic caused 
by accidents.  I almost never hear about traffic problems on the Indiana Toll Road or Skyway but I do 
hear about problems on the Dan Ryan or Bishop Ford.  To me this proves that people are not willing to 
pay tolls even if it means getting there sooner and in less traffic.   
According to the Indiana Department of Transportation interactive Daily Traffic and Commercial Vehicles 
Interactive map for the time period 2006 – 2011 for Lake County, I-80 overall traffic declined by 2% and 
commercial traffic declined by 55%.  I90 during the same period overall traffic declined by 30% and 
commercial traffic declined by 38%.  These statistics show that traffic is actually declining especially 
commercial traffic.  Which makes me question why we need this road. 
When comparing I-90 traffic to I-80 traffic, in 2006 I-90 only had 29% of the traffic that I-80 had and in 
2011 it was only 21%.  Once again proving that people will avoid toll roads if possible. 
Who will use the road:  Has anyone asked the commercial trucking companies if they would use this 
road?  The three largest freight companies, UPS, Fed Ex, and JB Hunt all have transfer terminals in the 
Chicagoland area and therefore will not use a road that bypasses Chicago.  I am sure this is true for 
many more companies so again, has anyone asked who will use this road?   
Best use of land:  Why is it assumed that producing an agricultural commodity is not the best use for 
land?  Each acre of corn grown can feed 100 people.  92% of the US corn crop is consumed right here in 
the US, either by livestock, ethanol, or human consumption.  More than 21 million American workers 
(15 percent of the total US workforce) produce, process and sell the nation’s food and fiber.  According 
to the USDA, one acre of corn removes about 8 tons of carbon dioxide from the air in a growing season 
and produces enough oxygen to supply a year’s needs for 131 people. 
Current road proposals show a length of 46.8 miles by approximately 380’ wide on average.  This 
amounts to 2200 acres most of which is farm ground.  By removing 2000 acres you are reducing food for 
200,000 people, eliminating the removal of 16,000 lbs. of carbon dioxide and reducing the oxygen 
supply for 262,000 people.  Ag land also pays a substantial amount of property tax while using very small 
amount of the services funded by property taxes. 



My answer to the proposal:  My idea will reduce commuting time, reduce the expense of commuting, 
reduce the cost of fuel, reduce our dependence on oil, reduce insurance rates and reduce toxic air 
pollution.  What is this amazing answer you ask?  Live near where you work.  Imagine if everyone lived 
within 5 miles of where they worked.  However, because most people don’t like the area they work in, 
then move to an area that they like then complain about the commute.  It is only because we have a 
good road system that people are able to attain this.  The more roads that are built only allow more 
people to move away from where they work which once again causes long commutes and increased 
toxic emissions.  I say that instead of running away from the depressed areas near many of the factories 
these areas should be redeveloped so that employees once again will want to live near where they work 
thereby leaving our valuable farmland to do its job. 
Dan Sutton 
MICHIGAN CITY PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS – Nov 19, 2013 
Comment:  I am very concerned about the addition of Illiana Expressway to Lake County.  Its 
development will provide jobs initially but it will come at the expense of Gary.  The number of trucking 
companies and truck stops along the Tri-State will be impacted.  Furthermore the highway is not 
expected to impact local traffic in Merrillville, Schererville, Hobart, Hammond and other communities.  I 
am hoping that our local government voices a stronger concern and asks the state governments for 
alternatives that will meaningfully impact local traffic and quality of life.   
Pierre DeBois, Gary 
 
 
Comment:  The Illiana is a good project which will promote economic development in northwest Indiana 
and indeed statewide.  I hope we proceed full speed ahead on this important project. 
Anonymous 
 
 
Strongly against the Illiana. 
Anonymous 
 
 
No Illiana. 
Lake County population is moving to Porter and further south Pulaski County to still enjoy the country 
and fresh air! 
Keep south Lake County green.  Construction will boom with new housing.  Hey, take care of our 
highways.  Get mass transit, new port, new trauma center, and in the end we will prosper with jobs 
locally!  We need the Gary Airport to succeed, not Peotone!  We don’t need to support Illinois with this 
Tollroad to Nowhere!  Again, give us a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year! 
Ted Gross, Lowell, IN 
 
 
I strongly urge the Commission to reject the Illiana proposal. The Illiana would make the 2040 Growth 
and Revitalization Vision nearly impossible to achieve.  The Illiana is the exact opposite of the type of 
investment needed to achieve the 2040 Growth and Revitalization Vision.  The success of the Illiana can 
only be achieved with the continuation of urban sprawl. 
Bill Brown, Michigan City 
 
 
I am concerned about the addition of Illiana to Lake County.  While it may bring jobs during an initial 



Anonymous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


