
 
 
 

2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan 
Steering Committee Meeting 

NIRPC Auditorium 
February 25, 2010 

Minutes 
 

 
Members 
Mike Aylesworth, Don Babcock, Geof Benson, Cassandra Cannon, Jan Dick, Dale Engquist, 
Phil Gralik, Richard Herr, Keith Kirkpatrick, Erick Kurtz, George Malis, Sergio Mendoza, Kay 
Nelson, Sandy O’Brien, Charles Oberlie, Daniel Suson, Robert Thompson, Garry Traynham, 
Joe Wszolek 
 
Guests 
Joe Csikos, Don Parker, Melvin Thompson 
 
Staff 
Gabrielle Biciunas, Bill Brown, Eman Ibrahim, Hubert Morgan, Belinda Petroskey, Lauren Rhein, 
Stephen Sostaric, Mary Thorne, Tom VanderWoude  
 
Chairman Chuck Oberlie called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. with self-introductions.  On a 
motion by Geof Benson and a second by Dan Suson, the minutes and summary of the January 
28 meeting were approved as submitted. 
 
Outreach Subcommittee 
Sergio Mendoza had no report from the committee.  Hubert Morgan reported that the plan will 
have a series of strategies that the region will be responsible for implementing.  Hubert and 
Keith Kirkpatrick attended a legislative session in Indianapolis and how to shape the legislative 
activities supporting the work here in terms of reinvigorating the region in terms of policies so 
that NIRPC ensures we are supplying the legislators with the information shaping good 
strategies.  A presentation on the 2040 Plan will be given to the GNIAR Association of Realtors 
on March 10, who assist homeowners and businesses invest in the region.  Joe Wszolek added 
that the presentation will be to their government affairs committee, those realtors who are more 
politically engaged and more involved in land use planning.  There are six stellar academic 
institutions in the region that NIRPC is working with to ensure that our young people are 
educated and participate in the planning process.  NIRPC is working with the feds and the state 
relative to the corrective action on environmental justice.  A series of community “INdiscussions” 
will be held throughout the region for people to discuss community issues that residents are 
interested in.  NIRPC continues to receive worksheet responses.  30 have been submitted to 
date.  72% of those respondents strongly support the concept of future growth and development 
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around existing population and employment centers.  76% support redevelopment of the urban 
core cities.  With regard to transportation improvements and new corridors, the support was 
divided equally at 24% strong, neutral and need more convincing.  Expanded regional public 
transportation was strongly supported by 69% of the respondents.  90% strongly support 
conservation and preservation of agricultural land and 94% strongly support the conservation 
and preservation of environmentally significant areas.   14% say we are bold enough in planning 
for 2040 and 14% wanted a bolder approach.  On the Illiana, 45% support, 28% against, 28% 
took no stand yet.  On commuter rail expansion, 76% supported, 14% took no stand and 7% 
were unsupportive.  Demographic identification was optional but the majority is giving that 
information so that we can map the responses.  More responses are needed and will be 
welcomed throughout the process.  Participation in the process is critical.   It was noted that 
there was a higher percentage of participation at the December 2008 event than Chicago had in 
their 2040 planning process.  Brief discussion followed.  Sandy O’Brien commented that some 
transportation issues like the Illiana are being driven by forces outside of NIRPC and our region 
then is forced to deal with it.    Pursuit of involvement at the secondary education level is 
desired.  Hubert reported he had extensive conversations with FHWA, FTA, NIRPC staff, 
INDOT and key EJ people about the planning process and the environmental justice corrective 
action and how to look at ways to address the action.  We will have two days of workshops for 
staff at NIRPC and stakeholders at IUN on April 16 and 17.  Spatial variable mapping will also 
be used to understand EJ issues around income, etc.  A case study on EJ corrective actions for 
northwestern Indiana was provided centering on opportunities to address some next step 
issues.  Eman Ibrahim did some research looking at populations and the region to determine 
demography and indicators on employment and transit issues.  Committee members were 
encouraged to help outreach into the communities.  The Quality of Life Council could get to the 
chancellors at the universities.  Planners’ roundtables will be held quarterly; the first is on March 
17 at 11:30 am at NIRPC.     
  
Goals & Objectives 
Tom VanderWoude reviewed the draft goals and objectives as updated by staff and steering 
committee members.  The economic goals were taken from the CEDS and will be reviewed at 
the Economic Development District’s meeting on Friday.  The committee made several 
suggestions and Tom asked that any comments and edits be emailed to him.  The finalized 
goals & objectives will be presented for acceptance at the March 25 Steering Committee 
meeting. 
 
The next Steering Committee meeting will be on February 25 at 9:00 a.m. at NIRPC.  
Chairman Oberlie adjourned the meeting at 10:25 a.m. 
 
 
Handouts and materials provided: 

• Agenda 
• January 28 Meeting Minutes 
• January 28 Meeting Summary 
• FHWA Environmental Justice Corrective Actions Around the Nation – Case Study:  

Northwestern Indiana dated August 2009 
• Draft Goals and Objectives 
• CEDS Goals and Objectives 
• APA Magazine Article on Regional and Sustainable – Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 

Commission 
 
 
Audio tapes of this meeting are filed.  Contact Mary Thorne at NIRPC should you wish to 
schedule a time to hear them. 
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