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TECHNICAL PROPOSAL 
RPS Group, Incorporated (RPS) is pleased to submit this proposal to implement the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA) Brownfields Assessment Grant Program and manage the USEPA Cleanup Grant 
for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Council (NIRPC). The proposed activities include: (a) Assist 
NIRPC in the designing and conducting community outreach and participation activities; (b) Prepare an 
approved Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP); (c) Prepare USEPA Hazardous Substance and Indiana 
Brownfield Program Petroleum Site Eligibility Determinations; (d) Prepare Sampling and Analysis Plans 
(SAPs); (e) Conduct Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs), per ASTM E1527-13; (f) Conduct Phase 
II ESAs, per ASTM E1903-97; (g) Conduct Baseline Environmental Assessments (BEAs); (h) Conduct 
hazardous materials, asbestos, and/or lead based paint assessments; (i) Conduct cleanup and redevelopment 
planning allowed under the grant; (j) Assist with project reporting; (k) Design and evaluate the feasibility of 
environmental response actions (under the USEPA Cleanup Grant); and (l) Prepare appropriate site-specific 
environmental response work plan and coordinate Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) 
“involvement” for each site (under the USEPA Cleanup Grant). The proposed activities are designed to support 
and expand brownfields redevelopment activities that are being conducted by private and municipal efforts. 
The brownfields redevelopment activities facilitate the re-use of the identified Sites for future redevelopment 
and reduce real and perceived environmental impacts in the northwest Indiana region. These redevelopment 
efforts will enhance the local economic health, create jobs, increase the quantity and value of local housing, 
and increase tax revenues. Brownfields redevelopment will ensure that the conditions at the Sites are protective 
of human health and the environment and enable the redevelopment of the Sites in efficient and cost-effective 
manners.  

PROPOSAL IDENTIFICATION 
Proposal Name and Proposal Number  
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Council 

USEPA Brownfields Grant Environmental Consultant Services 

19-16 USEPA Brownfields Assessment Grant 

 

Legal Name, Address, and Contact of Proposing Organization 
 
RPS Group, Incorporated 
135 South LaSalle Street 
Suite 3500 
Chicago, Illinois 60603 
T 312.262.4330 
E john.yang@rpsgroup.com 
 

mailto:john.yang@rpsgroup.com
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Name and Title of Authorized Personnel 
John H. Yang, LPG 
Senior Vice President, Site Remediation & Investigation 
D 312.262.4330 
C 312.342.4765 

FIRM HISTORY 
RPS Group, Inc. is a public traded corporation with annual revenues of approximately $700,000,000 worldwide. 
With a network of local offices spread across North America, the United Kingdom, Ireland, the Netherlands, the 
Middle East, and Australia, RPS is one of the world’s leading multi-disciplinary consultancy firms, providing 
advice on the development and management of the built and natural environment and the exploration and 
production of oil and gas and other natural resources. RPS has built a strong reputation for our client-focused 
approach in providing a full complement of environmental management consulting and engineering services. 
We leverage our experience to provide comprehensive and focused services that improve value. RPS is not a 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE).  

The RPS Group office in Chicago, and specifically the Site Investigation & Remediation and Due 
Diligence/Environmental Assessment Groups, was founded in 1993 to provide value-added environmental 
consulting services with honesty, integrity, and professionalism. Our main office is located at 135 S. LaSalle 
Street, Suite 3500 in Chicago, Illinois, with other large offices located across the country in Atlanta, Dallas, 
Houston, Boston, San Francisco, and Los Angeles, in addition to several smaller satellite offices. Approximately 
45 employees staff the Chicago office, including engineers, scientists (geologists, chemists, and biologists) and 
other environmental professionals. 

RPS Group, Inc. has revenues (during the first half of 2019) of $400M, fee income of $361M, and an adjusted 
earning of $0.07 per share. A. RPS credit references are provided in Attachment A. 

RPS Group, Inc. is provided with insurance coverage by several companies including Lloyd’s of London, The 
First Liberty Insurance Corporation, Employers Insurance Company of Wausau, and ACE American Insurance 
Company. RPS has commercial general liability insurance of $1,000,000 per occurrence, $2,000,000 general 
aggregate, and $5,000,000 per project aggregate. Professional liability insurance for RPS Group, Inc. is set at 
$1,000,000. Automotive liability insurance is set at $1,000,000 for combined single limit (per incident) umbrella 
policy. Worker’s compensation insurance is placed (per statute) at $1,000,000 for each incident/accident.  

PROJECT TEAM 
The RPS Project Team for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission Request for Qualifications 
includes RPS personnel, a National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELP) certified 
environmental laboratory, and an Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) licensed water well drilling 
firms. The RPS Project Team includes firms certified as Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs) by the City of 
Chicago. 
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RPS Personnel 
The key RPS personnel for the USEPA Brownfields Grant Environmental Consultant Services Program include: 

• Principal-in-Charge 

– Senior Vice President of Site Investigation & Remediation John H. Yang, Illinois Professional 
Geologist (License Number 196000264 – issued October 1, 1997), as the Principal-in-Charge; 

• Directing engineering and Site Remediation Program activities for the project are – 

– RPS President Steve Kline, an Illinois Licensed Professional Engineer (License Number 062051730 
– issued July 7, 1997);  

– Vice President Christopher Blume, an Illinois Licensed Professional Engineer (License Number 
062049601 – issued February 9, 1995); and  

– Patrick Hook, an Indiana Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 2579 – issued January 
25, 2018); 

• Assist NIRPC in designing and conducting community outreach and participation 

– RPS President Steve Kline, an Illinois Licensed Professional Engineer (License Number 062051730 
– issued July 7, 1997);  

– Vice President Richard Geisler; senior brownfields assessment grant technical advisor. 

– Jennifer Makino, brownfields assessment grant technical advisor and a geologist with over 14 years 
of experience in site investigation and remediation; and 

– Others. 

• Prepare an approved QAPP 

– Eric Leitz, Principal Geologist 

– Mike Duet, an Illinois Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 196001005 - issued May 18, 
2001); 

– Jennifer Makino, brownfields assessment grant technical advisor and a geologist with over 14 years 
of experience in site investigation and remediation; and 

– Others. 

• Prepare USEPA Hazardous Substance and Indiana Brownfields Program Petroleum Site Eligibility 
Determinations 

– Mike Duet, an Illinois Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 196001005 - issued May 18, 
2001); 

– Jennifer Makino, brownfields assessment grant technical advisor and a geologist with over 14 years 
of experience in site investigation and remediation;  
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– Patrick Hook, an Indiana Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 2579 – issued January 
25, 2018); and 

– Others. 

• Prepare Sampling and Analysis Plans 

– Dave Lewis, a chemist with over 25 years of experience in investigation, remediation, and building 
decommissioning.  

– Mike Duet, an Illinois Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 196001005 - issued May 18, 
2001); 

– Jennifer Makino, brownfields assessment grant technical advisor and a geologist with over 14 years 
of experience in site investigation and remediation; and 

– Others. 

• Conduct Phase I ESAs per ASTM E1527-13 

– Colleen Bohlin, with over 13 years of experience and a Director within the RPS Transaction Advisory 
Services Group; 

– Patrick Hook, an Indiana Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 2579 – issued January 
25, 2018)); and 

– Others. 

• Conduct Phase II ESAs per ASTM E1903-97 

– Eric Leitz, Principal Geologist 

– Mike Duet, an Illinois Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 196001005 - issued May 18, 
2001); and  

– Larry Bertsch, an Illinois Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 196000613 – issued July 
15, 1998); 

– Patrick Hook, an Indiana Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 2579 – issued January 
25, 2018)); 

– Jennifer Makino, brownfields assessment grant technical advisor and a geologist with over 14 years 
of experience in site investigation and remediation; and  

– Others. 

• Baseline Environmental Assessments 

– Mike Duet, an Illinois Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 196001005 - issued May 18, 
2001); and  

– Larry Bertsch, an Illinois Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 196000613 – issued July 
15, 1998); 
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– Patrick Hook, an Indiana Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 2579 – issued January 
25, 2018); 

– Jennifer Makino, brownfields assessment grant technical advisor and a geologist with over 14 years 
of experience in site investigation and remediation; and  

– Others. 

• Conduct hazardous materials, asbestos and/or lead based paint assessments 

– Dave Lewis, a chemist with over 25 years of experience in investigation, remediation, and building 
decommissioning; 

– Patrick Hook, an Indiana Licensed Asbestos Inspector (License Number 19A009478 – issued May 
25, 2017)); and  

– Others. 

• Conduct cleanup and redevelopment planning allowed under the grant 

– Dave Lewis, a chemist with over 25 years of experience in investigation, remediation, and building 
decommissioning.  

– Mike Duet, an Illinois Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 196001005 - issued May 18, 
2001); and  

– Larry Bertsch, an Illinois Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 196000613 – issued July 
15, 1998); 

– Patrick Hook, an Indiana Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 2579 – issued January 
25, 2018)); 

– Jennifer Makino, brownfields assessment grant technical advisor and a geologist with over 14 years 
of experience in site investigation and remediation; and  

– Others. 

• Assist with project reporting 

– Dave Lewis, a chemist with over 25 years of experience in investigation, remediation, and building 
decommissioning.  

– Eric Leitz, Principal Geologist 

– Mike Duet, an Illinois Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 196001005 - issued May 18, 
2001); and  

– Larry Bertsch, an Illinois Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 196000613 – issued July 
15, 1998); 

– Patrick Hook, an Indiana Licensed Professional Geologist (License Number 2579 – issued January 
25, 2018)); 
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– Jennifer Makino, brownfields assessment grant technical advisor and a geologist with over 14 years 
of experience in site investigation and remediation; and  

– Others. 

Resumes for key RPS personnel are provided in Attachment B. The Project Team organization chart is provided 
in Attachment C. The fee schedule and rate schedules are provided in Attachment D. 

Subcontractors 
RPS has identified the following subcontractors for work associated with the Northwestern Indiana Regional 
Planning Commission Brownfields Assessment Grant: 

• Ground Penetrating Radar Systems, Inc., a ground penetrating radar and utility locating service; 

• Subsurface Radar Solutions, LLC, a ground penetrating radar and utility locating service; 

• STAT Analysis Corporation (STAT), a NELAP certified environmental laboratory (Accreditation Number 
100445). STAT is also STAT also has received American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA) 
Laboratory Accreditation for asbestos and lead analyses. STAT is a City of Chicago certified MBE;  

• Earth Solutions, Inc., a full-service IDNR licensed water well drilling and monitoring well installation 
contractor with certified Hazardous Waste Site Workers. Earth Solutions is a City of Chicago certified MBE;  

• SCS Environmental Contracting, a full-service IDNR licensed water well drilling and monitoring well 
installation company. Capabilities include UST removal. 

• American Environmental, a full service IDNR licensed water well drilling and monitoring well installation 
company with waste management services. 

• C.S. Drilling Corporation, a full-service IDNR licensed water well drilling and monitoring well installation 
company with certified Hazardous Waste Site Workers. 

• EHC Industries, Inc., a lead mitigation and remediation company; and, 

Attachment E includes the DBE form 6100-3 and 6100-4 as applicable. 

EXPERIENCE 
The experience that RPS brings to the NIRPC includes obtaining regulatory closure of numerous Indiana 
Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) Voluntary Remediation Program (VRP) and IDEM Leaking 
Underground Storage Tank (LUST) sites. Additionally, RPS has Brownfields Assessment and Cleanup Grant 
experience with the following communities: 

• Brattleboro, Vermont – Two (2) separate sites. One site was funded by USEPA Region 1 Brownfields 
Grant. Other site was funded by USEPA Region 1 Brownfields Grant and Vermont Brownfields Reuse 
and Environmental Liability Limitation Fund; 

• Tampa, Florida – Funded by USEPA Region 4 Brownfields Grant; 

• Casselberry, Florida - Funded by USEPA Region 4 Brownfields Grant; 
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• St. Marks, Florida - Funded by USEPA Region 4 Brownfields Grant; and 

• Pinellas County, Florida - Funded by USEPA Region 4 Brownfields Grant. 

• Pasco County, Florida – Funded by USEPA Region 4 Brownfields Grant 

Completed Project Experience 
RPS has completed numerous VRP and tank closures. Representative projects that have received regulatory 
closure include: 

• Scholz US Inc, 415 East 151st Street, East Chicago, Indiana; 557 West Polk Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
Client: Bill Lennon TEL 312-447-1200  

The Scholz US Inc. East Chicago Site (Site) is a de-zincing facility located at 415 East 151st Street in East 
Chicago, Indiana. The 10.16-acre site consists of buildings for de-zincing, zinc recovery, storage tanks, 
and office space. A 1998 Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) identified several recognized 
environmental conditions associated with the Site. Based on the ESA Findings, a Phase II Site Investigation 
was performed at the Site in 1998 and identified metals in the soil at levels exceeding the IDEM Screening 
Levels. Upon subsequent delineation of impacts, 167 tons of metals-impacted soil was excavated from the 
northwest part of the Site. Confirmatory soil sampling indicated that metals concentrations in the 
remediated area were less than the applicable Screening Levels (indicating the remediation was 
successfully completed). 

Based on the review, the Site was enrolled in the IDEM VRP in March 2015. During 2014, 2015, and 2016, 
site investigation activities were performed to characterize and delineate remaining impacts at the Site. 
Results of the investigation identified characteristically hazardous lead in soils, and groundwater with 
concentrations of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) and metals at concentrations exceeding 
applicable Screening Levels. 

RPS prepared and submitted the supplemental investigation report and Remediation Work Plan (RWP), 
which were approved by IDEM in October 2016. The RWP identified chemical fixation (to address the 
characteristically hazardous soils) and use of paved surfaces as remedial measures (engineering controls) 
planned for implementation at the Site. The characteristically hazardous soil treatment, maintenance of 
currently existing pavement, and installation/maintenance of additional paved and compacted gravel 
surfaces would prevent direct contact with impacted soils and allow the residual soil impacts to remain at 
the Site. The RWP also proposed institutional controls in the form of deed restrictions and a construction 
worker health and safety plan. The deed restrictions ensure that: (a) the engineering controls will be 
preserved and will prevent potential exposure to impacted soils; (b) will mitigate potential exposure by 
decreasing the potentially exposed population; and (c) will prohibit the investigation of impacted water by 
Site users. The safety plan ensures that workers performing excavation activities in the impacted soil areas 
will implement appropriate precautions to reduce potential exposure.  

Implementation of remedial measures were completed by July 2017. Institutional controls were included in 
the Environmental Restrictive Covenant (ERC) prepared to the Site. IDEM was requested to approve the 
Remediation Completion Report and subsequently issue a Certificate of Completion for the Site. A 
Covenant Not To Sue was issued to the VRP applicant for the Site upon the filing of the ERC with the Lake 



NIRPC: 19-16 USEPA BROWNFIELDS ASSESSMENT GRANT 

Bid Number 19-16 USEPA Brownfields Assessment Grant  |  Request for Qualifications  |  RPS Group, Inc.  |  November 
20, 2019 

rpsgroup.com 

County, Indiana Recorder’s Office. Permanent monitoring wells at the Site were abandoned in accordance 
with IDEM and Indiana Administrative Codes.  

• Raben Tire, 8000 State Road 66, Newburgh, Indiana. Client: Raben Tire, Eric Glover, TEL 812-297-
5601.  

RPS completed a LUST investigation, characterization and monitoring activities, ad prepared a No Further 
Action (NFA) Request Report for the Raben Tire and Auto Services center located at 8000 State Road 66, 
Newburgh, Warrick County, Indiana (the Site). The activities were completed in order to fully characterize, 
delineate, and monitor the nature and extent of petroleum hydrocarbon impacts associated with a release 
of waste motor oil from the former 3,000-gallon waste motor oil underground storage tank (UST) at the 
Site. The former UST was removed in January 2016. 

Raben operates as a full-service automobile repair facility at the Site. Operations include mechanical 
services such as oil changes, alignments, brake repairs/replacements, battery replacement, tire and wheel 
repair and replacement, and other repair and preventative maintenance services. In 2014 and 2015, limited 
soil impacts were identified near the used oil UST at the Site during investigation activities. Subsequent to 
the removal of the UST, heavy oil staining was observed around the fill pipe and a limited amount of free 
product was observed in the surrounding fill materials. Approximately 100 tons of used oil-impacted backfill 
and native soils were excavated for off-site disposal. IDEM assigned LUST Incident Number 201602503 to 
the release. RPS completed an Initial Site Characterization and identified soil impacts above the Migration 
to Groundwater Screening Levels and groundwater impacts at concentrations exceeding the Tap Water 
Screening Level. Soil impacts were also present within the Site building.  

A Focused Site Investigation (FSI) was completed in 2016 to delineate the extent of impacted soils and 
provide additional downgradient groundwater monitoring locations. The only impacts exceeding migration 
to groundwater screening levels identified at the site were present under the Site building. Four quarters of 
groundwater monitoring was conducted at the site (initiated in 2017) and continued into 2018. During the 
May and August 2018 groundwater monitoring events, no analytes were detected in groundwater samples 
at concentrations exceeding the tap water screening levels. Groundwater analyte concentrations detected 
at the Site had never exceeded the Vapor Exposure Screening Levels and free product had never been 
detected post excavation activities.  

Site characterization and delineation of soil and groundwater was completed, and no soil or groundwater 
remedial measure were warranted or performed at the Site. Potential exposure pathways were evaluated 
at the Site and direct contact and vapor exposure pathways were excluded from further consideration. 
Although residual soil impacts remain along the migration to groundwater exposure pathway (and could 
impact the groundwater ingestion exposure pathway), the groundwater ingestion exposure pathway was 
complete as potable water at the Site and surrounding area are municipally-supplied and there were no 
private water wells within 1,000 feet of the Site. 

Based upon the exposure pathway evaluation an ERC including prohibition of well installation and private 
well use at the Site; and maintenance and regular inspection of the concrete building foundation overlying 
residual soil impacts. The ERC was implemented and an NFA determination from IDEM was made.  
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• Mixed-use hotel and residential development,11 East Walton, Chicago, Illinois. Client: Golub & 
Company, 33 North LaSalle, Chicago, IL, Lee Golub, TEL 312.440.8800.  

RPS was retained to facilitate the redevelopment of a contaminated downtown property into a mixed-use 
luxury hotel, residential/commercial unit property. Prior to redevelopment, the site consisted of six mixed 
commercial-residential buildings. Historical operations of a former dry cleaner and a former gas station 
created soil and groundwater impacts from polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PNAs), lead, mercury, 
and volatile organic compounds (VOCs), specifically, tetrachloroethene (PCE), trichloroethene (TCE), and 
vinyl chloride. The impacts extended to a depth of more than 30 feet below ground surface (bgs). RPS 
worked with the developer to enroll the site into the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) Site 
Remediation Program. RPS installed and sampled 60 soil borings and 24 temporary groundwater well 
points, and 4 permanent monitoring wells to fully characterize the impacts and site conditions. UST piping, 
service station hydraulic lifts, and tanks containing hydraulic oil were removed from the site. Subsequently, 
RPS conducted in-situ chemical oxidation of VOC impacted soils near the former dry cleaner location. 
Once hazardous soils were treated, RPS worked with the construction contractors and IEPA to address 
the remaining soil and groundwater during planned construction/demolition activities at the site. Over a 
10-month period, RPS designed and implemented a plan to chemically oxidize all hazardous levels of 
solvent-impacted soils to allow their off-site disposal as a nonhazardous waste and to dewater, treat and 
discharge groundwater from the site to accommodate construction and installation of underground 
structures at depths ranging from 42 to 54 feet. The site was fully remediated to below residential Tier I 
Remediation Objectives (ROs) with groundwater removal via a dewatering system permitted to discharge 
to the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District sanitary sewer system. The site received a Comprehensive 
No Further Remediation Letter from the IEPA for residential reuse. 

• CNH Industrial, Former Ford New Holland, 1485 Maple Way Drive, Troy, Michigan. Client: Audrey 
VanDyke, Health and Safety Executive, TEL 262.331.0570  

RPS performed site investigation, decommissioning, demolition, asbestos abatement, UST removal, 
remediation, and site closure activities for a US division of Fiat SPA Corporation, to address impacts at a 
78-acre manufacturing site formerly operated by New Holland, Ford and General Motors, in Troy, Michigan. 
A total of 36 separate areas of concern (AOCs) were identified, investigated, and remediated at the Site. 
RPS completed the following activities: (1) environmental document review and site evaluation; (2) 
asbestos survey of all site buildings (exceeding 500,000 ft2); (3) abatement of all asbestos present 
throughout all site buildings; (4) demolition of all site buildings, above ground structures, above ground 
storage tanks, and subgrade utilities; (5) comprehensive soil and groundwater investigations; (6) remedial 
activities consisting of the removal/closure of 11 USTs and removal of two aboveground storage tanks 
(ASTs), removal and disposal of 20 buried solvent drums, installation of over 190 soil borings and test pits, 
installation and sampling of 12 monitoring wells, collection of over 800 confirmatory soil samples, removal 
and on-site treatment or off-site disposal of 28,200 tons of soil, disposal of 57,075 gallons of water, the 
treatment and discharge of 143,459 gallons of water, crushing and recycling of demolition debris and scrap 
metal; (7) reporting, risk assessment and vapor intrusion evaluation to obtain approval for site-specific 
cleanup standards for solvents, and presented modeling to the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) to demonstrate that residual solvent impacts posed no vapor intrusion risks to planned 
future development; and (8) closure and redevelopment assistance to redevelop the site as a high-end 
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mixed use residential and commercial development and received a No Further Action status and a 
Covenant Not To Sue through the MDEQ. 

Current Project Experience 
• Supplier’s Park, 300 West 151st, East Chicago, Indiana. Client: 300 West 151st Street, LLC, 15700 

Lathrop, Harvey, Illinois, Peter Manous, TEL 219.671.2390. The site is undergoing remediation and 
performance/confirmatory sampling.  

The facility was owned and operated as a lumber manufacturer, autobus manufacturing, and railroad car 
manufacturing facility and has been utilized for industrial purposes since 1898. The site covers over 24 
acres. Investigation activities evaluated numerous areas of concern, identified soil and groundwater 
impacts, and identified and removed aboveground tanks and USTs. The site was enrolled in the IDEM 
VRP and investigation activities at the site has included the collection of soil, groundwater, and soil gas 
samples. Impacts have been characterized and delineated and include lead and PNA impacted soils and 
groundwater. Additionally, characteristically hazardous lead has been identified at a limited area within 
the site. A Remedial Action Plan has been approved by IDEM and utilizes in-situ treatment (by 
stabilization) of the characteristically hazardous lead soils, engineered barriers, and the City of Chicago 
groundwater usage prohibition (as an institutional control). The site will be redeveloped as a mixed-use 
residential/commercial development.  

Brownfields Project Experience 
• Former Daly Shoe Building: 68 Birge Street, Brattleboro, Vermont (VTDEC #2006-3618). Client: 

Brattleboro Area Community Land Trust: Brattleboro, Vermont. EPA Region 1 Brownfields Grant 
Funded Project 

Prospective buyer conducted Site Investigations which identified arsenic, PAHs, and trichloroethene 
impacts to surface soil, subsurface soil and groundwater. Soils excavated and disposed during 
redevelopment of the property from a manufacturing facility into multi-use commercial and residential 
space.  An engineering control (cap) was placed over residual impacts to prevent direct contact surface 
soil exposure and a sub-slab depressurization system (SSDS) was installed to address potential soil vapor 
intrusion concerns. 

• Former Custom Laundry: 14 Church Street, Brattleboro, Vermont (VTDEC #2013-4405). Client: 
Town of Brattleboro: Brattleboro, Vermont. EPA Region 1 Brownfields Grant and Vermont 
Brownfields Reuse and Environmental Liability Limitation Act (BRELLA) Funded Project 

Prospective buyer conducted Site Investigations which identified that the property had been used as a 
laundry and linen cleaning service from between 1925 to 2005 and that dry-cleaning operations using 
tetrachloroethene (PCE) occurred until 2010.  Sub surface investigations confirmed the absence of soil 
and groundwater impacts above Vermont’s Soil Screening Values and Groundwater Enforcement 
Standards. 
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• Various Florida Sites. Client: Various (including City of Cocoa, Florida; City of Clearwater, Florida; 
Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council, Florida; City of Tampa, Florida; Central Florida 
Regional Planning Council; Plant City Community Redevelopment Agency, Florida, etc.). USEPA 
Region 4 Brownfields Grants. 

Conduct Site inventories, community outreach activities, develop general and site specific QAPP 
documents, assist with Phase I ESAs, conduct Phase II ESAs, enter site information into the ACRES 
database, conduct remedial activities of both soil and groundwater, oversight of lead based paint and 
asbestos abatement activities, reporting and coordination with various State agencies (Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection, Florida Department of Health, etc.), and assisting communities with 
designation of Brownfield areas. 

• Lacoochee Community Center, 38724 Mudcat Grant Boulevard, Dade City, Florida. Client: Pasco 
County, Florida. USEPA Region 4 Brownfields Grant. 

Conduct soil and groundwater assessment activities, impact delineations, source removal, and obtaining 
a Site Remediation Completion Order from the State. This site was redeveloped into the Lewis Abraham 
Boys and Girls Club of Lacoochee, Florida.  

• Thompson Cigar Factory, 555 E. Church Street, Bartow, Florida. Client: Central Florida Regional 
Planning Council. USEPA Region 4 Brownfields Grant. 

Conducted site investigation and redevelopment (including excavation of impacted soil, asbestos and lead 
based paint abatement activities) at the Bartow Cigar factory that is included on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  

SCOPE OF SERVICES 
RPS will perform the scope of services outlined in the Request For Qualifications. The tasks identified in the 
scope of services and a brief description of these activities are provided below. 

Task 1 – Implement USEPA Brownfields Assessment Grant Program 
RPS will work with NIRPC staff to identify and prioritize sites. Additionally, RPS will assist NIRPC to develop 
materials for local committee meetings discussing potential sites. RPS will prepare eligibility determinations in 
accordance with USEPA and IDEM program requirements.  

Upon completion of the committee meetings, RPS will assist in preparing recommendations which will be made 
available to the public for comments. Upon selection of the sites, RPS will submit the selection to the USEPA 
for review.  

Prior to conducting the investigations, RPS will prepare site-specific Quality Assurance Project Plans, Health 
and Safety Plans, and Sample and Analysis Plans. These plans will be prepared in accordance with USEPA 
and IDEM requirements. Additionally, it is anticipated that the sites will be enrolled in the appropriate IDEM 
cleanup program in order to receive regulatory closure with the issuance of an NFA letter. 

Upon selection of sites, RPS will conduct a Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs) that covers the 
identified properties. A Phase I ESA is the industry-accepted base level scope of work to evaluate the potential 
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for environmental impacts from current and historical sources to a property. The ESAs will be conducted in 
accordance with industry standards including the ASTM Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments 
(E1527 13). The Phase I ESA includes a site inspection, interview with site representatives, review of available 
and obtainable historical information, agency interviews or file reviews as appropriate, and review of an 
environmental database search report. A cursory review of the potential for asbestos-containing materials 
(ACM) in materials is included in the scope of work. 

RPS will conduct limited Phase II ESAs, in accordance with ASTM E1527-13, to identify, characterize, and 
delineate potential impacts at the Site. The investigations will be conducted in accordance with the 
requirements of the IDEM Brownfields Program and IDEM Site Characterization and Sampling Guidance, Risk 
Evaluation, Remedy Selection and Implementation, and Remediation Closure Guide methodology. 

Prior to conducting the limited Phase II investigation activities, RPS will review the locations of underground 
utilities in the proposed investigation area. Additionally, the Indiana 811 utility locating service will be contacted 
to have utilities in the area marked. A non-invasive survey of the proposed boring locations will also be 
conducted prior to drilling to determine whether underground utility lines and/or USTs are present in the vicinity 
of the proposed boring locations. RPS anticipates advancing soil borings/temporary monitoring wells at select 
locations at each site. The number of soil borings and temporary monitoring wells will vary between sites. The 
proposed RPS investigation may be limited and may not fully satisfy the IDEM investigation requirements but 
should enable RPS to establish initial environmental baseline conditions of the Site. The data collected during 
the investigation activities will be used to evaluate the potential magnitude and extent of impacts at the Site 
and plan future investigations (if warranted). 

Soil samples from all borings will be continuously collected and each soil interval will be field screened for VOC 
vapors. Soil samples shall be collected from a depth interval that exhibits one or more of the following 
conditions: (a) evidence of potential impact; (b) is conducive to transport of potential impacts; (c) is from the 
soil interval immediately above the shallow water table; or (d) from shallow soil to characterize potential near-
surface impacts. Soil samples collected from the borings completed at the Sites will be selectively analyzed for 
VOCs, semi volatile organic compounds (SVOCs)/PNAs, pesticides, herbicides, and total Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)/Target Compound List (TCL) metals.  

If groundwater is encountered (as anticipated), RPS will extend borings by a sufficient distance (approximately 
5 feet) into groundwater and shall complete the boring as a temporary monitoring well. The well screens will be 
placed in the borings to intercept the water table and enable the collection of groundwater samples. Upon 
completion, each new well will be developed to remove drilling sediments and fines. RPS will analyze 
groundwater samples from each of the monitoring wells for VOCs, SVOCs/PNAs, pesticides, herbicides, and 
total RCRA/TCL metals. The sample will be transported to a NELAP certified analytical laboratory under 
standard chain-of-custody protocol. All sample analyses will be performed in accordance with USEPA 
methodology. 

Soil gas samples, if collected, would be obtained using methodology in accordance with the IDEM Remediation 
Closure Guide and would be analyzed for VOCs at an NELAP certified laboratory. 

Upon completion of the investigation activities, each soil boring will be backfilled with drilling spoils, grout and/or 
bentonite. The surface will then be restored to its original condition, to the extent possible.  
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Following completion of the field investigation, RPS will prepare a report documenting the field activities and 
findings. The analytical results will be compared to the IDEM Screening Levels. These comparisons will be 
performed as a baseline environmental assessment/initial evaluation of the investigation data. The report will 
describe the methods and results of the limited Phase II investigation and may include recommendations for 
additional activities (as warranted). The baseline environmental assessment report will include sample location 
plans, tables summarizing the analytical data relative to Screening Levels, copies of boring/well logs, and 
copies of the laboratory reports. RPS will work with NIRPC to enroll selected sites into the appropriate IDEM 
cleanup program. 

RPS will also evaluate any existing buildings for the presence of lead-based paint and asbestos containing 
materials. If identified, RPS will complete any decommissioning activities in accordance with proper abatement 
regulations. 

Upon the completion of investigation activities, RPS will evaluate the soil, groundwater, and soil gas results in 
relation to Indiana Screening Level criteria. The evaluation will enable NIRPC to develop cleanup and 
redevelopment plans in accordance with the USEPA Brownfields Assessment Grant Program.  

RPS will prepare the reports associated with assessment and redevelopment activities to pursue an NFA from 
the State. 

Task 2 – Assist in Managing a USEPA Cleanup Grant 
Based upon the completion of investigation activities, RPS will prepare a Corrective Action Plan/Feasibility 
Study (CAP/FS) to propose appropriate remedial measures (if warranted). The CAP/FS will evaluate the soil, 
groundwater, and soil gas results identified at the Site in relation to the criteria of the IDEM Brownfields 
Program. If warranted, RPS will develop Site-specific, screening levels for the Site and propose the use of 
these objectives for the Site evaluation. The CAP/FS report will propose the types of remedial actions required 
to mitigate the impacts identified at the Site and prevent potential exposures. The CAP/FS may include, but is 
not limited to, the use of Site-specific screening levels, implementation of institutional controls, and 
installation/use of engineered barriers or other engineering controls.  

RPS will assist NIRPC staff in preparing information and documentation for community meetings and 
information outreach activities. The objectives of the outreach activities are to inform the citizens of 
northwestern Indiana and IDEM with the information necessary to actively work with the NIRPC to redevelop 
these properties in accordance with the needs each community.  
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Overview 

Mr. Geisler is an environmental geologist and Licensed Site Professional 

with expertise in contaminant characterization, fate and transport, risk-

based remediation, Brownfields redevelopment and site closure. Mr. 

Geisler has over 24 years of experience and is responsible for the overall 

quality and risk management of the Site Investigation & Remediation 

Department's work in New England.  Mr. Geisler serves as the North 

American technical lead for RPS on emerging contaminants such as 

perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). 

 

Project Experience 

Site Investigation and Remediation 

• Acted as LSP-of-Record and closed over a hundred hazardous waste 

sites using risk based closure assessments under the Massachusetts 

Contingency Plan (MCP); 

• LSP at Disposal Sites where oil (waste oil, fuel oils and gasoline) and/or 

hazardous materials (acids, PFAS, MTBE, PCBs, heavy metals and 

chlorinated solvents) have impacted soil, groundwater, drinking water 

supplies and indoor air.  Experience working within all Phases of the 

MCP and managing PCB cleanup projects under the Toxic Substance 

Control Act;    

• Remedial project management experience includes soil excavation, air 

sparging, soil vapor extraction, multiphase extraction, bioremediation, 

surfactant injection and groundwater and LNAPL recovery; and 

• Managed hydrogeological investigations including landfill closure 

assessments, geotechnical assessments, 21E site assessments, 

 

 

Richard Geisler, LSP 

richard.geisler@rpsgroup.com 

Vice President of Site 
Investigation and Remediation 

Qualifications: Licensed Site Professional (L.S.P.) in Massachusetts (#9181) 

Licensed Professional Geologist (P.G.) in New Hampshire (#253) 

NIMS FEMA Incident Command System (ICS-200.B) Incident Command for Single 

Resource and Initial Action Incidents 

Memberships: Licensed Site Professional Association 

Environmental Business Council of New England 

Location: Boston, Massachusetts Project role: Relationship Manager 

Senior Project Manager 

Hydrogeologist 

Areas of Expertise 

• Licensed Site Professional 

• Remedial design, abatement and 

vapor intrusion mitigation 

• Risk Based Closure Assessment 

• Environmental Due Diligence and 

Site Investigation 

• Emergency Response 

Management 

• Brownfields Investigation and 

Remediation 

• Expert Witness Testimony 

• Liability Estimation and 

Environmental Reserve 

Evaluations 

• Health & Safety Manager 

 

Education 

• Coursework towards a Master of 

Business Administration, Marlboro 

College, Brattleboro, Vermont  

• Bachelor of Science, Geology, 

Norwich University, Northfield, 

Vermont  
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ASTM Phase I and II investigations, risk characterization and remediation feasibility studies. 

Due Diligence 

• Advised lenders and real estate investors about environmental risk management, mitigation and costs to cure; and 

• Authored and rendered professional opinions on thousands of real estate transactions involving single property deals 

to multi-property and multi-state portfolio work. 

Emergency Response Management 

• Directed the daily operations and development of a companywide Emergency Response Management Program; 

• Staffed and managed a 24x7x365 internal emergency response call center; 

• Established a nationwide 24/7 emergency response management network of vender contractors; 

• Monitored vender contract schedules, deliverables, change orders, and amendments;  

• Interpreted technical documents, laws and regulations;  

• Trained internal technical staff to respond and direct spill cleanup operations of oil and hazardous materials; 

• Assisted with the consolidation of company internal resources and communication systems; 

• Developed standard operating procedures for client specific handing requirements;  

• Established minimum baseline competencies across each level of production including clerical and call center 

operations and technical staff; and 

• Developed business in the utility, insurance and petroleum retail market. 

UMass Amherst Lecturer 

• Course Instructor/Lecturer - ENVIRSCI 465- Principles in Environmental Site Assessment; and 

• Developed curriculum and instructed undergraduate and graduate students in the principles of conducting 

environmental site assessments in accordance with the EPA All Appropriate Inquiry (AAI) rule the ASTM 1527 

standard. 
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Overview 
Mr. Leitz is a Principal Consultant in the Site Investigation and 
Remediation group in Chicago. In that capacity Mr. Leitz evaluates 
various types of environmental data and renders business 
environmental risk/cost-based recommendations to clients in support 
of mergers and acquisitions, refinancing, insurance, or other property 
transfers. He is primarily responsible for performing and managing 
Phase II soil and groundwater assessments, remediation projects, and 
for providing technical support and guidance for clients completing 
various transactions involving impacted or potentially impacted 
properties. Mr. Leitz is also responsible for design oversight and 
implementation of soil, groundwater and vapor intrusion 
remediation/mitigation systems and evaluation of system performance, 
including reporting to various State and Federal regulatory agencies. 

With a wide range of experience in environmental due diligence, site 
investigation, remediation and regulatory closure, along with over 20 
years of consulting experience, Mr. Leitz provides practical support for 
environmental assessment, remediation or closure for industrial clients, 
as well as acquisition/divestment support for transactional and 
industrial clients. 

Experience 
Phase I ESAs 

• Conducted Phase I ESAs for a variety for residential, commercial 
and heavy industrial sites throughout the US and Canada, including portfolio acquisitions (50 or more properties). 

Site Investigations 

• Designed, performed, and managed subsurface investigations, groundwater plume delineations, and 
subsurface vapor surveys. Developed proposals and work plans for Phase II Investigations at a variety of 
facilities throughout the United States. 

 

 

Eric Leitz 
Eric.Leitz@rpsgroup.com 

Senior Geologist,  
Site Investigation & 
Remediation 

  

Location: Chicago, Illinois, USA   

Areas of Expertise 

• Phase I and II Site Investigations 
• Risk-based corrective action 
• Remediation implementation, 

monitoring and closure 
• Remediation and redevelopment 
• Vapor intrusion assessment and 

mitigation 
• Transaction support including 

environmental reserve and cost-to-
cure evaluations 

 
Sectors 

• Commercial/industrial facilities 
• Residential redevelopment 
• Brownfields 
• Corporate and M&A advisory 
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• Managed and performed subsurface investigations at various commercial, industrial, and manufacturing 
facilities for initial assessment, source/plume delineation, and contaminant nature and extent characterization. 

• Investigated various media, including, soil, groundwater, surface water, sediment, soil gas, sub-slab soil gas and 
indoor air. 

Site Remediation, Regulatory Closure and Decommissioning 

• Designed and managed several projects for the remediation of petroleum, chlorinated solvent and/or metals 
impacted soil and groundwater, including implementation, operation and maintenance of various remediation 
systems, including soil, groundwater and vapor intrusion mitigation. 

• Removed and obtained regulatory closure for numerous UST systems at facilities in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan 
and Pennsylvania, including preparation and submittal of reports associated with leaking USTs. 

• Developed Remedial Action Plans, including identification of site-specific remediation goals or cleanup criteria 
for a variety of facilities throughout the United States. Used risk-based cleanup standards, institutional controls, 
and engineered barriers to cost-effectively secure regulatory closure. 

Corporate and M&A Advisory 

• Provided environmental liability analysis and cost-to-cure evaluations for corporate transactions.  

• Developed plans, budgets and projected costs to achieve regulatory closure for various liabilities at impacted 
sites in support of various transactions/clients. 

Project Experience 
• Delineation of two separate chlorinated solvent plumes and one petroleum plume, both coincident with a 

hexavalent chromium plume (including plumes below buildings) at an automotive component manufacturing 
complex in Michigan. Plume delineation included groundwater vertical profiling via direct-push soil borings and 
membrane interface probe (MIP) borings. Remedial activities included the preparation of Remediation Work Plans 
for State agency approval and the implementation of the work plans. Active remediation at the site included 
hydraulic control and groundwater treatment by air stripping to stabilize the plumes, excavation and disposal of 
source area soils, followed by air sparging to treat groundwater and soil vapor extraction to remediate residual 
soil impacts and capture sparged contaminants. 

• Investigation, delineation, and remediation of former metal plating impacts at manufacturing facility in Connecticut. 
Remediation of impacts by excavation and disposal, followed by performance and post-remediation monitoring 
under the Connecticut Transfer Act. 

• Investigation, delineation, and remediation of former metal plating impacts at manufacturing facility in Illinois. 
Investigation delineated lead and other metals in soil and groundwater. Remediation of impacts by excavation 
and disposal couple with risk-based assessment of groundwater and residual soil impacts resulted ina No Further 
Remediation letter issued from the IEPA Site Remediation Program. 

• Delineation and monitoring of chlorinated solvent plume at manufacturing facility in Iowa. Hydraulic control and 
natural attenuation selected as remedial option after delineation and risk assessment, including capture zone 
analysis. Ongoing annual groundwater monitoring implemented to assess effectiveness. 
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Overview 

Mr. Duet is a Senior Consultant in the Site Investigation & Remediation 

unit and is primarily responsible for management of projects, performing 

field activities (including investigation and remediation), and preparing 

reports for sites. With a wide-ranging background in hydrogeology, 

remediation, due diligence and engineering, coupled with over 30 years 

of consulting experience, Mr. Duet provides practical and technically 

sound project design and oversight of properties/businesses for our 

transactional, real estate and industrial clients. 

Project Experience 

Investigation 

• Designed, performed, and managed subsurface investigations, 

groundwater plume delineations, and subsurface vapor surveys. 

Remediation and Regulatory Closure 

• Regulatory approved closure of sites in State voluntary cleanup 

and leaking underground storage tank programs. 

• Designed and managed remedial activities and remedial system 

construction at numerous sites. 

• Designed and managed vapor mitigation system construction. 

• Performed statistical analyses of environmental data for risk-

based corrective action. 

• Conducted risk-based corrective action modeling for numerous sites.  

Corporate and M&A Advisory 

• Provided environmental liability analysis and cost-to-cure evaluations for corporate transactions. 

 

 

Mike Duet 

Michael.duet@rpsgroup.com 

Senior Consultant 

Qualifications: Illinois Licensed Professional Geologist 

Location: Chicago, Illinois, USA   

Areas of Expertise 

• Site Investigations 

• Risk-based corrective action 

modeling 

• Redevelopment and remediation 

• Vapor intrusion assessment and 

mitigation 

• Financial reporting and 

environmental liability and reserve 

evaluations 

• Statistical analyses of 

environmental impacts 

 

Sectors 

• Commercial/industrial facilities 

• Residential redevelopment 

• Petroleum storage tank 

• Corporate and M&A advisory 
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Overview 
Ms. Makino is a Geologist in the Site & Remediation unit and is 
primarily responsible for the management of project, performing field 
activities and preparing reports for environmental investigation and 
remediation projects. Over her 15 year career, Ms. Makino has also 
prepared Brownfields documents for redevelopment sites, performed 
regulator-required risk assessments, contaminant statistical analyses, 
and geophysical investigations.  

Project Experience 
Investigations 

• Design, conduct, and manage subsurface investigations including 
contaminant delineations, and subsurface vapor survey.  

• Provide environmental liability analysis and cost-to-cure 
evaluations for corporate transactions 

Remediation and Site Closure 

• Conduct site characterization and mitigation/remediation activities 
to achieve regulatory approved closure for sites enrolled in State 
voluntary, leaking underground storage tank programs, EPA 
Brownfields program, and Brownfields Site Remediation 
Agreements. 

• Conduct risk-based corrective action modeling and statistical 
analyses of environmental impacts. 

• Design and manage remedial actions for soil and groundwater under both regulatory authority and voluntary 
actions. Remediation techniques include excavation, in-situ oxidation reduction, bioremediation, air sparge/soil 
vapor extraction. 

 

 

Jennifer Makino 
Jennifer.Makino@rpsgroup.com 

Consultant III 

Qualifications: BS in Geology, University of South Florida 

Location: Chicago, Illinois, USA 

Areas of Expertise 

• Site Investigations 
• Risk based corrective action 

modeling 
• Redevelopment and remediation 
• Vapor intrusion assessment 
• Statistical analysis of 

environmental impacts 
• Remediation system construction, 

operations, and maintenance 
• Geophysical investigations 
• Financial reporting and 

environmental liability and reserve 
evaluations 

Sectors 

• Commercial/Industrial facilities 
• Residential redevelopment  
• Storage tank program 
• State Remediation Programs 
• Brownfields Program 
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Overview 
Mr. Hook is a geologist in the Site Investigation & Remediation 
Group in RPS’s Chicago office with 14 years of experience. He 
conducts and manages Phase II Environmental Site 
Investigations and Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) 
projects in numerous states. Mr. Hook conducts proposal 
preparation and performs field work to include soil, groundwater, 
and soil vapor sampling events, remedial actions including soil 
removal and in-situ-chemical oxidation and bio-augmentation.  
Mr. Hook also performs numerous ACM surveys in the state of 
Illinois as well as, Iowa, Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin. 
 
Project Experience 
 
Phase II Environmental Site Investigations 
Managed and performed Phase II Subsurface Investigations at 
commercial, industrial, and manufacturing facilities for source 
area assessment, delineation, and characterization in numerous 
states. Projects include overseeing monitoring well drilling, soil 
and groundwater sample collection, soil vapor sampling, boring 
log preparation, groundwater gradient determination, data 
analysis and report preparation throughout the US. 
 
Large Scale Sampling Events 
Performed large scale groundwater sampling events at NAS 
Jacksonville, FL, Austin Airport, TX, Alexandria Airport, LA, 
MAHLE sites in Saint Johns and Muskegon, MI and managed 
the 9th Avenue Superfund Site sampling events in Gary, Indiana. 
Performed soils segregation for the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art Parking Garage Installation. 

 

 

Patrick W. Hook, LPG 
Patrick.Hook@rpsgroup.com 

Consultant III 

Certifications: 40 Hour HAZWOPER Site Worker Qualified (IESMC) - 2005 
8 Hour HAZWOPER Refresher - Current 

Memberships: Geological Society of America 

Location: Chicago, Illinois USA   

Licenses 

• Professional Geologist 
IL PG 196-001416 
AL PG 1424 
PA PG 005262 
IN PG 2579 
WA PG 3299 
 

• ACM Building Inspector 
Illinois #100-10967 
Wisconsin #All-208115 
Indiana #19A009478 
Iowa #17-8386 
Michigan #A51045 

 

Education 

• Master of Science, Geology, Iowa 
State University 

• Bachelor of Science, Geology, 
California University of 
Pennsylvania 
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Leaking Underground Storage Tank Removals 
Performed UST removals in accordance with regulatory requirements in Illinois, Indiana and California. 
Have experience with obtaining closure for sites in Illinois through the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency State Remediation Program, with the Indiana Department of Environmental Management and the 
Regional California Water Quality Board. 
 
Asbestos Building Inspector – ACM Survey / Inspection  
Performed military housing inspections at Ft Benning GA., Ft. Belvoir VA., Ft. Knox KY., USN Monterey 
CA., Beale AFB CA. and Ft. Irwin CA. Involved with demo of schools in Magnolia and Newman, IL. 
Inspected Chase Building in Milwaukee and The Omega Building in Indianapolis. In Chicago: The Former 
Eastman Kodak Buildings, Old Colony Building, 202-220 State Street Buildings, Tribune Tower and the 
Tribune Fleet Maintenance Facility and other buildings in Chicago as well as numerous other buildings in 
the Chicagoland area. In Michigan, 4 Large Hearthside Food Manufacturing Plants. Numerous Burlington 
Coat Factory stores in IL, MI, WI and IN. Also involved in turnkey asbestos abatement jobs in the Midwest 
to include 600 West Jackson in Chicago, Cardinal Health in Waukegan and Williams Scotsman Facility in 
Indianapolis. 
 
Phase I Environmental Site Investigations 
Performed and managed over 150 Phase I ESAs in numerous states in the US. 
 
Radiological Soil Screening Surveys Performed long term radiological soil screening surveys, 
subsequent removal and reporting to EPA associated with developments in the Streeterville area of 
Chicago for Moment Luxury High Rise Building at McClurg, Tribune Tower parking lots and the EMC2 Hotel 
at 228 Ontario. Work involved obtaining permits with the Cook County Department of Health and the Cook 
County Department of Transportation, screening soils from project inception through caisson installation, 
right of way utility installation to final planter box and sidewalk installation, then preparing final reports the 
EPA. 
 
Mold Investigations Performed mold spore in air and tape lift sampling to assess water intrusion damage 
and assessment at numerous facilities to include METRA Millennium Station, Chicago Metallics 
Manufacturing in Chicago and the 899 Skokie Boulevard Office Building in Skokie, IL. 
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Overview 
Mr. Bertsch is a Senior Consultant and Professional Geologist in 
the Site Investigation & Remediation Group in RPS’s Chicago 
office with 25+ years of experience. He has completed numerous 
projects in many states, including Canada and Mexico. Mr. 
Bertsch currently prepares proposals and RFPs that are tailored 
to a client’s needs and the project situation. His projects include 
large scale site investigations, due diligence, remediation, site 
management and plant decommissioning. He has completed 
quick turnaround client cost-to-cure projects and advised clients 
on their environmental concerns. He has managed and 
conducted Phase II Environmental Site Investigations and 
Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) and voluntary 
remediation projects in Illinois and similar programs in other 
states. Mr. Bertsch has performed field work that includes soil, 
groundwater and soil vapor sampling, remedial actions including 
soil removal, hazardous metal stabilization, in-situ-chemical 
oxidation and bio-remediation. Plant decommissioning activities 
have been completed in Wisconsin, Michigan, Missouri 
Connecticut and Canada.  Mr. Bertsch also coordinates and has 
completed Chicago thorium screening in the Streeterville area 
and has completed associated USEPA remedial work plans/final 
reports. He has worked closely with developers and project 
managers regarding their environmental concerns through the 
entire site development process. 
 
 
 

 

 

Larry P. Bertsch, LPG 
Larry.bertsch@rpsgroup.com 

Senior Consultant 

Certifications: 40 Hour HAZWOPER Site Worker Qualified  - 1991 
8 Hour HAZWOPER Refresher - Current 

  
Location: Chicago, Illinois USA   

Licenses 

• Professional Geologist 
IL PG 196-00613 
 

Education 

• Master of Science, Geology, 
Northern Illinois University 

• Secondary Teaching Certificate, 
Central Michigan University 

• Bachelor of Science, Geology, 
Central, Michigan University 

 
Certifications 
 
• Certified SCUBA Diver 
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Project Experience 
 
 
Due Diligence - Phase II Environmental Site Investigations 
Managed and performed Phase II Subsurface Investigations at commercial, industrial, and manufacturing 
facilities that has included site investigation, delineation, and characterization in numerous states. Projects 
include overseeing monitoring well drilling, soil and groundwater sample collection, soil vapor sampling, 
data analysis and report preparation throughout the US as well as Canada and Mexico. 
 
Remediation  
Has designed and planned numerous remediation efforts at many sites located in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
Texas, California, Utah and Washington State.  Remediation efforts include soil removal, insitu chemical 
oxidation, hazardous metal stabilization and several types of bio remediation.  Remedial activities have also 
included the installation of sub-slab depressurization systems for mitigation of indoor air issues.  
 
Environmental Site Management – Brownfields Redevelopment 
Several small- and large-scale sites have been managed in several states which included, historical review, 
design,  investigation/sampling and reporting.  All work was completed in close coordination between 
developers, construction companies, other consultants and Agency personnel to achieve the completed 
project.  Site management has been completed on sites in Illinois, Missouri and Michigan.  
 
Voluntary Program and other State Closures  
Completed several projects in the Illinois SRP, Indiana Voluntary, Petroleum and Site Cleanup Programs, 
New Jersey ISRA Program, Connecticut Property Transfer Act, Ohio Voluntary and Petroleum Programs, 
Washington State Voluntary Program, Michigan BEA, Alberta Canada Petroleum Program and the 
Region 5 USEPA Superfund Program.  
 
Leaking Underground Storage Tank Removals 
Performed oversight and planning for several UST removals in accordance with regulatory requirements in 
both Illinois and Indiana. Also completed all necessary sampling, documentation and reporting to complete 
the closure of the sites with care made to incorporate client concerns.   
 
Plant Decommissioning  
Performed initial plant walkthrough and planning for the identification of all remaining waste, asbestos, and 
other items associated with the sites decommissioning. Other tasks completed for the decommissioning 
activities could include the completion of a contractor RFP bidding document, selection of contractors, 
project oversight, daily documentation of the work, completion of summary reports and necessary agency 
reporting. Various decommissioning tasks have been successfully completed in Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, 
Connecticut and Texas.  
 
 
Radiological Soil Screening Projects  
Completed all aspects of work in the Chicago Streeterville USEPA Region 5 Thorium Impact Area.  
Successful work has included historical reviews, preliminary meetings with Agency personnel and 
developers, planning, permitting and work plan development.  Onsite work has included daily soil screening, 
soil sampling, soil remediation and soil disposal. Work has been coordinated with the City of Chicago 
Department of Health, USEPA, developers, contractors and other relevant parties.  Screening work has 
been completed both prior to, during and after site development work as the regulations and situation 
dictates. Work has been completed at 535 and 545 Ohio Street, 545 North McClurg Court, the former CBS 
Property, 228 East Ontario Street, the Tribune Towner redevelopment site and several streets and right-of-
way areas within moratorium area.  
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Overview 

Ms. Bohlin has over 13 years of experience in environmental consulting and 

management and is a leader within RPS’s North American Due Diligence 

practice. In this role she supports RPS resources in providing high quality 

consulting services and advises clients on the management of environmental, 

compliance, legacy, and health and safety risks associated with transactions. 

As the Functional Leader, she is responsible for providing oversight of 

technical leader staff, training, mentorship, maintaining product consistency 

and quality. Colleen has completed or overseen over 500 environmental 

assessments, many of which included evaluation of compliance with 

environmental regulations and health and safety requirements, as well as 

assisting facilities bring operations into compliance with those regulations. 

Project Experience 

• Provides pragmatic and business-minded environmental consultation 

services for real estate owners and investors, as well as facility operators 

during transactions and during ongoing operations. 

• Identification and resolution of environmental and health and safety 

compliance issues for manufacturing and industrial facilities.  

• Evaluate the potential for future liability associated with off-site disposal 

facilities and Potentially Responsible Party (PRP) claims. 

• Coordinates and oversees multi-site diligence for buy-side and sell-side 

transactions, including serving as liaison between clients, counsel, site 

representatives, insurers, and lenders.  

• Performs data room document reviews for the purpose of developing 

scopes of work, preparing diligence requests, and conducting desktop 

diligence. 

 

 

Colleen Bohlin 

Colleen.Bohlin@rpsgroup.com 

Director &  
Functional Leader 

Qualifications: Bachelor of Arts, Environmental Studies & American Studies, Knox College 

OSHA Hazwoper 

Location: Chicago, Illinois Project role: Technical Leader 

Environmental Diligence 

• Phase I Environmental Site 

Assessments 

• Limited Environmental 

Compliance Reviews 

• Corporate Environmental Reviews 

• Limited Health and Safety 

Reviews 

• Some subsurface investigations & 

remediation oversight 

• Some limited indoor air, radon, & 

asbestos surveys 

Industries Served 

• Printers 

• Minerals processing and mining 

• Fuel sales and bulk storage 

• Machining 

• Food production/bakeries 

• Medical device manufacturing 

• Plastic injection molding  

• Trucking & logistics 

• Commercial real estate 

• Multi-family residential financiag 

assessments (including HUD, 

Freddie Mac, Fannie Mae) 



 

 

rpsgroup.com 

Attachment C 
Project Team Organization Chart 



 

 
 
rpsgroup.com 

PROJECT TEAM 
The RPS team for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Council Brownfield activities will consist of numerous RPS personnel and select 

subcontractors. 

 

Northwestern Indiana Regional 
Planning Council

Richard Geisler, P.G., LSP
Vice President, SIte 

Investigation & Remediation
Senior Brownfields 

Assessment Technical 
Supervisor

RPS

Jennifer Makino
Brownfields 

Assessment Technical 
Advisor

Mike Duet
Project Manager

Dave Lewis
Alternate Project Manager

RPS

Investigation (RPS)
Colleen Bohlin
Kevin Tunney

Patrick Hook, P.G.
Julian Grochocki

Subcontractors
GPRS, Inc. - GPR survey

STAT Analysis (MBE/DBE) - Lab
C.S. Drilling - Driller

EHC Industries, Inc - Lead Mitigation

Remediation (RPS)
Eric Leitz

Larry Bertsch, P.G.
Jennifer Makino

Patrick Hook

Subcontractors
STAT Analysis 

(MBE/DBE) - Lab

John H. Yang, P.G.,  LPG
Senior VP, Site 
Investigation & 
Remediation

RPS

Christopher Blume, PE
Vice President

RPS

Steve Kline, PE
President

RPS
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RPS Group 
2019 Fee Schedule 

19-16 USEAP Brownfields Assessment Grant 
USEPA Brownfields Grant Environmental Consultant Services 

Task High End Typical Average 
Cost 

Low End 

Assist NIRPC in designing and 
conducting community outreach and 

participation 

$10,000 $15,000 $20,000 

Prepared an approved QAPP $3,000 $4,500 $6,000 

Prepare USEPA Hazardous Substance 
and Indiana Brownfield Program 

Petroleum Site Eligibility 
Determinations 

$2,000 $3,000 $5,000 

Prepare Sampling Analysis Plan $3,000 $5,000 $7,000 

Conduct Phase I ESA $2,500 $3,500 $6,000 

Conduct Phase II ESA $15,000 $20,000 $45,000 

Baseline Environmental Assessments 
(excluding ESA activities) 

$5,000 $15,000 $30,000 

Conduct hazardous materials and/or 
lead based paint assessments 

$2,500 $3,500 $6,000 

Conduct cleanup and redevelopment 
planning allowed under the grant 

$3,000 $5,000 $8,000 

Assist with project Reporting $2,500 $5,000 $7,000 
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RPS Group 
2019 Program Rate Schedule 

19-16 USEAP Brownfields Assessment Grant 
USEPA Brownfields Grant Environmental Consultant Services 

 

 
 
 
 
 

RPS Group Position Billing Rate 
($/hr) 

Description and Typical Experience 

Administrative Assistant 85 

• Applicable degree and experience 

• Extensive software skills 

• Report preparation, editing and compilation skills 

• Research abilities  

• Coordination and office support for field teams 

AutoCAD Operator 90 

• Applicable college degree 

• 5+ years technical experience 

• Graphic, data management (ie. GIS) and engineering design 
support  

• MS Office and engineering software skills 

Environmental Consultant I 125 

• Applicable Bachelor of Science (BS),  Master of Science (MS) or 
other advanced Degree 

• 6 - 8 years of experience 

• Professional licenses and certification, if appropriate 

• Applicable training (i.e. OSHA 40 Hour Hazwoper etc) 
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RPS Group Position Billing Rate 
($/hr) 

Description and Typical Experience 

Geologist/Engineer 145 

• Applicable BS, MS or other advanced Degree 

• 8 - 10 years of experience 

• Professional licenses and certifications, if appropriate 

• Applicable training (i.e.: OSHA 40 Hour Hazwoper, Project 
Manager, technical, etc) 

Senior Consultant/Hydrogeologist 150 

• BS, MS or other advanced Degree 

• 10 - 15 years of experience 

• Professional licenses and certifications, if appropriate 

• Applicable training (i.e: OSHA 40 Hour Hazwoper, OSHA 40 Hour 
Hazwoper, Project Manager, technical, etc) 

 

Manager/Director/Vice President 215 

• BS, MS or other advanced Degree  

• 15+ years of experience 

• Professional licenses and certifications, if appropriate 

• Engineering/Management/Client Program Experience 

 

Senior Vice President 335 

• BS, MS or other advanced  Degree  

• 20+ years of experience 

• Professional licenses and certifications, if appropriate 

• Advanced Engineering/Management/Client Program 
Experience 

• Company Principal 



 

 

www.rpsgroup.com 
RPS Group, Inc.. Registered in United States No. 76-0539898. Page 3 

 
Notes: 

• Rates are for FY 2019 
Rates beyond FY 2019 are subject to change including annual review to reflect cost of living adjustments. 

RPS Position Billing Rate 
($/hr) 

Description and Typical Experience 

President 350 

• BS, MS or other advanced  Degree  

• 20+ years of experience 

• Professional licenses and certifications, if appropriate 

• Advanced Engineering/Management/Client Program 
Experience 

• Company head 
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DBE Forms 6100-3 and 6100-4
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USEPA Brownfields Grand Environmental Consultant ServicesEarth Solutions, Inc.

19-16 USEPA Brownfields Grant Karen Cordon

39W369 IL-Rt. 64, St. Charles, Illinois 60175

630-443-0955 Karen@myearthsolutions.com

RPS Group

Environmental Drilling

IL Unified Certification ProgramX
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Juan J. Luna

Steven D. Kline, P.E.

President - RPS Environmental Risk

President/Owner 11/15/19
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